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Brown to give ‘children’s Budget’ 


GORDON BROWN will unveil a 
“Budget for families” tomorrow 
that hands more state help to 
poor families without launching 
an all-out attack on the middle 
-^classes. 

Hie Chancellor; whose han- 
dling of the economy is praised 
today in a glowing report by the 
International Monetary Fluid, 
plans to make the famil y the 
centrepiece of his Budget by 
increasing child benefit It will 
already rise from £11.45 to 
£14.40 a week for the first child 
next month and the proposed 
rise for each other child, from 
V £9-30 to £9.60, could now be 
raised further 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
AND DIANE COYLE 


Mr Brown said yesterday: 
“One theme of my Budget is — 
that supporting families by sup- 
porting children is not only 
good in itself but the best 
investment for any country in 
its future.” 

The Chancellor; who may 
also increase state benefits for 
the poorest famili es, will an- 
nounce his long-promised lOp 
starting rate of income tax. 
This will help the low paid and 
mean a “tax cut for all", but it 
may not begin to take effect 
until April of next year 


Mr Brown wants to tax the 
child benefit payments of high- 
er rate taxpayers but has de- 
cided to delay the introduction 
of the controversial move. He 
and Ibny Blair agreed that to 
avoid alienating “middle Eng- 
land,” sensitive changes win be 
phased in rather than intro- 
duced in one “big bang.” 

But the Prime Minister is be- 
lieved to have endorsed Mr 
Brown’s plans to abolish mort- 
gage interest tax relief (Miras), 

a move that wOl hit many of the 

voters Mr Blair has wooed. It 
has already been cut to lOp in 
the pound and the Treasury be- 
lieves that, with interest rates 


falling, the time is right to 
scrap the relief. 

Mr Brown's preparations for 
his third Budget were given a 
big boost by the IMF report Its 
annual assessment heaps 
praise on the Chancellor for 
“skilful management” of the 
economy and an “impressive H 
performance. 

The world’s economic over- 
seer found more scope for in- 
terest rates to fall, downgrading 
its growth forecast for 1999 
slightly to 0.8 per cent But it 
said the slowdown would be 
both gentle and short-lived 

Granting independence to 
the Rank of Eng land, and the 


way it has reacted swiftly to 
weaker growth, sets an exam- 
ple to the rest of the world, ac- 
cording to the IMF 

Poor pensioners can expect 
help from the Budget but mo- 
torists and smokers look certain 
to be hit by the usual above- 
inflation increase in the duties 
on fuel and cigarettes. 

The three main themes will 
be families, helping people off 
welfare into work and boosting 
enterprise. Mr Brown’s deter- 
mination to “tackle inequality at 
source" has been reinforced by 
a Treasury study that found 
children's prospects are heav- 
ily shaped by the wealth of 


their families. It will say: 
“Eighty per cent of boys whose 
fathers were in the top quarter 
of income distribution end up in 
the top half of income distrib- 
ution. Just over a third of boys 
with parents in the bottom 
quarter managp to move to 
the top half.” 

The Chancellor win expand 
the New Deal programme for 
the unemployed to include the 
over-50s, who will be offered 
tax-free credits and a mini- 
mum income guarantee to lure 
them back into the jobs market 

Stephen Byers, the Secre- 
tary of State for Trade and In- 
dustry, will on Wednesday 


unveil a series of measures to 
boost Britain's competitive- 
ness, including a new bureau 
for small businesses, which 
are increasingly concerned 
about red tape. 

Rhodri Morgan, the Labour 
MP who narrowly failed to be- 
come the party's leader in the 
Welsh Assembly, suggested on 
BBC’s On the Record television 
programm e yesterday that Mr 
Brown's strategy was “redis- 
tribution by stealth". “What 
you do now is to find a method 
of taxing the better off without 
them noticing ... it means you 
don’t mak e a virtue out of in- 
creasing people’s taxes and 


telling them that you've in- 
creased their taxes." 

Francis Maude, the shadow 
Chancellor, said: “This is a 
Government which was elect- 
ed on a promise not to raise 
taxes at all but which is now 
cynically and deliberately hit- 
ting Britain's workers, pen- 
sioners, savers and businesses 
with taxation by stealth." 

Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Tory Chancellor accused Mr 
Brown of leaking his measures 
to newspapers, saying such ac- 
tion was “deplorable". 

IMF rare review, page 13 
Leading article. 

Review, pages 



Kubrick, rare 
genius of the 
cinema, dies 


STANLEY KUBRICK, one of tile 
century’s most talented film 
directors and a legendary 
recluse, died yesterday, 
months before the release of Ms 
first film for over a decade. 

American-born Kubrick, 70, 
who settled in England in the 
1960s, died at his Hertfordshire 
home, Childwickbuiy Manor; 
outside St Albans. . 

Kubrick made a series 
of critically received films 
during his 40-year career; in- 
cluding Spartacus, Lolita, Dr 
Strangelove, TheShmmgzad 
FuU Metal Jacket, about the 
Vietnam war; released in 1987. 

He was best-known for his 
space epic 2001: A Space 
Odyssey and A Clockwork 
Orange, banned in this country 
for more than 20 years, at his 
insistence. He was shocked by 
the copycat violence spawned 
by his adaptation of the Antho- 
ny Burgess novel. 

Tributes were led last night 


by Kathy Marks 


by Michael Winner, his friend 
and fellow director who de- 
scribed Kubrick as “one of the 
greatest geniuses store cinema 
evolved ~ He was unique.” 

The film critic Barry Norman 
said: *T3e was incredibly metic- 
ulous in afl his Sms. He was very 
prickly about criticism, but ap- 
preciative of people who likedfais 
movies." Mark Batey, . a 
spokesman for the British Film 
Institute, said: “This is a huge 
loss. He was one of the landmark 
directors of the century, who 
helped to define ci ne ma.” 

Kubrick’s long-awaited film, 
Eyes Wide Shut, is due for re- 
lease this summer after more 
than two years in the making. 
Tbm Cruise and Nicole Kidman, 
the stars of the film, said: “He 
was like family to us and we are 
in shock and devastated.” 

The last autocrat, 
David Thomson, page 3 


Woodhead: Teachers call for inquiry 


TEACHERS' LEADERS de- 
manded a government inquiry 
yesterday into fresh allega- 
tions over the conduct of Chris 
Woodhead, the Chief Inspector 
of Schools. 

They claimed that if the al- 
legations against him, that be 

h ad an affair with a pupil while 
^ teacher at her school were 
vue then he should be sacked. 

The latest row follows reve- 
lations in The Independent ear^ 
lier this year that Mr Woodhead 

had told a meeting of student 
teachers that relationships be- 
tween pupils and teachers 
could be “experiential and ed- 
ucative". He later apologised for 
the remark amid a barrage of 
criticism, although he retained 
the support of ministers. 

Under the Sexual Offences 


By Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


(Amendment) Bin, currently 
peering through the Commons, 
teachers face up to two years 
in jail if they have sex or “any 
sexual activity" with pupils 
aged under 18 at their school. 

Last night heads called on 
Tbpy Blair to investigate the lat- 
est which were made 

yesterday in a Sunday news- 
paper by Mr Wbodhead’s for- 
mer wife, Cathy 

She claim ed that Mr Wood- 
head had admitted to an affair 
with Amanda Johnston, a pupa 
at Gordano School near Bristol 

Mr Woodhead has always main- 
tained that the relationship did 

not start until they had both left 
the school. 
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Woodhead: Accused of lies 


Ms Johnston has backed his 
version of events, saying in a 
statement there was nothing 
improper about their relation- 
ship while they were at schooL 


But in a newspaper article 
yesterday Mrs Woodhead 
wrote: “I have become in- 
creasingly aware that my si- 
lence has condoned his lying 
and, despite further pressure, 
I am no longer willing to stand 
back and see this continue.” 

Yesterday, David Hart, gen- 
era) secretary of the National 
Association of Head Teachers, 
said: “If the allegations are 
proved to be true then I think in 
the interests of all concerned a 
parting of the ways is inevitable. 

“If itis dear beyond doubt that 
he has been lying then there is 
no alternative to his going. The 
Government cannot just sit on 
its thumbs. It is no longera ques- 
tion of whether the Chief In- 
spector made indiscreet 
comments to a group of univer- 


sity students. It is a question of 

whether toe Chief Inspector lied 

cm television and elsewhere." 

John Dunford, general sec- 
retary of the Secondary Heads 
Association, said Mr Wood- 
head’s “position becomes in- 
creasingly untenable” if the 
allegations prove to be true. 

“Oisted [Office for Standards 
in Education] has such an in- 
fluence on the lives of so many 
teachers and children it is es- 
sential to have someone of 
complete integrity at the head 
of it It is necessary for this to 
be investigated. It behoves the 
Prime Minister to investigate 
this, otherwise the credibility of 
Chris Wbodhead is damaged. 

“Mr Woodhead seems to 
Harm that he is responsible to 
the Prime Minister and if that 


is the case the Prime Minister 
wOl want to know the answer to 
some questions," he said. 

Peter Smith, general secre- 
tary of the Association of Teach- 
ers and Lecturers, added: “The 
fundamental question is: has 
he, as his wife alleges, consis- 
tently lied about this relation- 
ship? If that is the case, he must 
ask himself whether he has 
compromised his moral au- 
thority to continue as Chief In- 
spector of Schools. 0 

Senior government sources 
declined to comment on the 
claims. 

Mr Wbodhead said last night 
“X have gpt no thing to add to 
what I am already on record as 
saying, nothing else. My posi- 
tion is perfect^ clear and it has 
been dear for four years." 
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Nuclear secrets row 
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You are pregnant and you want to know if your 
baby is healthy. But testing can be traumatic 
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Cheap assistants 
replacing nurses 


NATIONAL health Service 
trusts are cutting back on ex- 
perienced nurses and replacing 
them with half-price health- 
care assistants to save money, 
the Royal College of Nursing 
CRCN) said yesterday 

The trend to “de-skilling" 
on hospital wards was putting 
patients at risk and was a' 
“short-sighted, false economy”, 
Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the college, said. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
RON'S annual congress in Har- 
rogate, North Yorkshire, which 
is expected to draw 2,500 nurs- 
es over the week. Ms Hancock 
said there was evidence that 
skilled staff nurses earning an 
average of £20,000 a year were 
being exchanged for health- 
care assistants paid about 
£9,500 a yean “Hospitals pro- 
viding a low ratio of registered 
nurses are not providing pa- 
tients with adequate care," she 
said. 

Last week, Mid-Stafiordshire 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

Hospitals Trust announced that 
it was considering a proposal to 
remove all S-grade posts for 
skilled staff nurses on surgical 
wards and increase healthcare 
assistants to help to save 
£200,000 on the nursing budget 
The Princess Margaret Hos- 
pital in Swindon, Wiltshire, which 
is seeking cuts of £900,000 in its 
nursing budget, had planned to 
replace 44 senior staff nurses 
with healthcare assistants 
newly qualified nurses but now 
aims to main? the savings in 
“a more piecemeal fashion", 
according to the RCN- 

Ms Hanco ck said that pa- 
tients ran a higher risk of com- 
plications when the number of 
skilled curses on a ward was 
cut Studies from the United 
States showed that one extra 
hour of skilled nursing a day 
above the average cut the in- 
cidence of urinary infections. 


BRITAIN TODAY 



FORECAST 

General situation: Eastern counties of England wDI have another dull, mostly 
cloudy day with some more light rain or drizzle. wales and western England will 
see a few sunny breaks, although there will be the odd spot of rain across the 
south-west and South Wales. Eastern Scotland win also have some patchy drizzle 
and there will be some sleet and snow In the highlands. Western Scotland and 
Northern Ireland will have the best of the da/s sunshine, but there will be one or 
two showers, turning wintry over the mountains. 

London, SE ft Cw S England. E Aqgfla, E Midlands. E dr NE England: 

Some patchy nghr rain and only brief brighter spells. A light and tradable wind. 
Max temp 6T-9C (43-48F). 

SW Englan d , 5 Wh i e s, C h a nn el Is: Largely cloudy with some rain, but also the 
odd brighter Interval. A light easterly wind. Max temp 6-9C {43-48F). 

W Midlands, Cent N ft NW England. Lake DtR, Isle of Man, N Whies: A lot 
of cloud with some drizzle on the hills but a few sunny breaks are also likely A 
light and variable wind. Max temp 6-9C (43-48F). 

MEASE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Men Mostly dull with rain, turn- 
ing to sleet and snow over the hill-cops. A light and variable wind. Max temp 5- 
BC [ft 1 -ftCWF). 

SW a on Scotl an d. Glasgow. W Mas: Decent sunny spells but breezy with 
the risk of a few sharp showers, including sleet and snow In the highlands. A 
moderate northerly wind. Max temp 5-BC (41-46F). 

N Ireland: Some lengthy periods or sunshine, particularly this morning but doiid 
will gather bringing a scattering of showers, some of them heavy and wintry A 
moderate northerly wind. Max temp 6-fiC (43-46F], 

OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will see a lot of cloud again with rain edging into southern England. 
The best of any sunshine will be across western Scotland and Northern Ireland. 
The rain will push north overnight and on Wednesday bringing snow to northern 
hills before it turns much milder. 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout 
Ley ton a l one. Major roadworks on new 
Mil ink road. Unffl 3ist December. 


services and J9 Sutton Cokffleld. Roadwcrira 
and contraflow. Una 23rd April 
South Yorkshire: Ml Between J34 Tinstey 
Viaduct (A61Q9) & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
(AB17S). Sheffield. Carr ia ge wa y Is reduced 
to two tana s southbound. UntU 21st 

Gloucestershire: A40 Laisdawn Rd. 


Cheltenham. Closed due to roadworks 
inbound. Diversions In placa Unffl 1st June. 
Co-Antrim: A1 Klngsway, Dunmurray. 
Roadworks, various lane restrictions. Unffl 
1st August. 

Derbyshire: AG Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (A50) and Shadknv Road 
Roundabout East ol Aivaston. Contraflow 
tor work on new A50. Unffl istfi October: 
AA Raadwactiu Call 0138 *01777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 

Source: The Automobile Association, calls 

charged at SOp per min (Inc VAT}. 


pneumonia and other compli- 
cations by up to 10 per cent 
The trend to cut back on 
skilled qfoff hw gan among ram- 

munity and school nurses but 
had now spread to hospital staff 
Healthcare assistants could pro- 
vide comfort but could not bring 
the understanding to the task 
necessary to detect when things 
were going wrong, she said. 
“Healthcare assistants can be 
extremely kindly and helpful to 
people who are veiy sick. But 
qualified nurses know what 
makes them sick and what 
makes them better and under- 
stand the changw: that may 
make them acutely 3L" 
Estimates of the overall 
shortage of nurses in the NBS 
range from 8300 by the De- 
partment of Health to 13,000 by 
the RCN. A £5m advertising 
campaign launched last month 
to encourage qualified nurses 
among the 140,000 who are not 
working to return to the NHS 
has triggered 40,000 requests 


for information but it is under- 
stood few of these have result- 
ed in actual applications. 

Yesterday. Frank Dobson, 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, announced an extra 
£5m to help trusts to provide re- 
training and extra facilities 
such as erfcches to attract nurs- 
es back to the wards. 

A Health Department 
spokesman said: “Healthcare 
assistants are a valuable re- 
source and area flexible way of 
supporting nurses but they are 
not there bo replace them.” 
■The future of the St John Amr 
bulance service is under threat 
after a collapse in the number 
of people volunteering to work 
with the organisation. 

The first aid charily has lost 
one-quarter of its adult mem- 
bership in the past decade, and 
is launching a recruitment 
campaign today to reverse the 
decline after a 7 per cent fell in 
1997 to 22,000, the last year for 
which figures are available. 




London’s North Circular Road yesterday, after a 60m water main burst causing flooding 25ft deep. The worst- 
affected area, near the Hanger Lane gyratory system, was not expected to reopen until today Geoff Coodick 
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Belfast 

6.11pm 

do 6.57am 

Enratnghani 

5.56pm 

o 6.39am 

Bristol 

6.00pm 

to 6.41am 

Glasgow 

6.03pm 

O 632am 

London 

5.51pm 

a 6.32am 

Manchotar 

5.57pm 

•a 6.42am 

NewcasUn 

5.53pm 

to 6.40am 

HIGH TIDES 


AM HT 

PM HT 

Aimmnoutft 

10.03 12.3 

10.17 113 

Cork 

8.32 4.1 

8.50 4.0 

P— onport 

BJ.7 5J 

8/46 5.0 

Dans' 

1.46 6.4 

2.00 6.1 

Dm Uoglulra 

2.11 3.7 

2.40 3.8 

tobnoail . . 

7158-5.0 

8.17 43 

Gmanodc 

330 3.1 

3^7 3.4 

Harwich 

233 3.7 

2.52 3.6 

Holyhead ■ 

;1.03 5.1 

1.1B 53 

Hull (Aliert DfeJ 9.13 &2 

935 83 

■Ones l|m 

9.19 6.0 

9.21 63 

UWi 

5.37 5.0 

5.58 5.1 

Itospool 

1.55 8.8 

2.11 &7 

MBfOcd H«w 

9.06 6l4 

933 6.1 

Nempny 

8.00 6.4 

8.17 63 

Portland 

9.45 1.7 

939 13 

Portsmouth 

2.09 4.4 

2.18 43 

PwflheH 

10.58 4.5 

11.17 43 

Sarhoraugh - 

7.05 53 

7.16 53 

Wkk 

2.06 32 

232 33 
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QUALITY 

Today's readings 


NO, 

SO, 

London 

Mod 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


II YESTERDAY V 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Christchurch 9C (ASF) 
Coldest (day): Em Icy Moor 3C [37FJ 
■tonoat: Keswick 27 mm 
Sainlwr. Hugh Town 7.5 hrs 
For 24f*s to 2pm Sunday 



Son 

Rain 

Max 


hrs 

mm 

*C 

•F 

Aberdeen 

7.6 

0.3 

6 

43 

Anglesey 

7.6 

0.3 

7 

45 

Anemone 

3.9 

0.5 

3 

37 

Bdfasc 

7.4 

0.3 

7 

45 

Birmingham 

1.6 

1.0 

5 

41 

Bournemouth 

33 

0.5 

7 

45 

Bristol 

4.1 

3.3 

7 

45 

Buxran 

0 

53 

2 

.36 

Cardiff 

5.6 

0.3 

- 8 

46 . 

Clacton 

1.2 

0 

5 

41 

Cromer 

03 

1.0 

5 

41 

Edinburgh y 

43 

0 

7. 

. f-5 ' 

' Exmouch 

6.4 

0.5 

7 

45 

Rshguard 

1.9 

1.0 

5 

41 

Folkestone 

03 

13 

7 

45 

Glasgow 

Has rings 

5.1 

1.0 

0 

0.5 

7 

7 

45 

45 

Hove 

3.2 

0 

8 

46 

Iste-of-man 

6-3. 

03 

7 

45 

Ide-of-wlgtit 


03 

7 

45 

Jersey 

4.6 

43 

8 

46 

Kendal 

43 

0 

6 

43 

Leeds 

0 

0.8 

5 

41 

Lerwick 

8.6 

03 

6 

43 

Utdehampcon 

2.8 

03 

7 

45 

London 

0 

03 

6 

43 

Lowestoft 

0 

03 

5 

41 

Manchester 

03 

1.0 

5 

41 

Margate 

0 

0.3 

5 

41 

Monecambe 

1.0 

0 

6 

43 

Newcastle 

0 

33 

5 

41 

Newquay 

5.6 

33 

7 

45 

Norwich 

0 

1.0 

5 

41 

Oxford 

- 

03 

6 

43 

Ross-on-wye 

4.2 

3.0 

7 

45 

Saicombe 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Scarborough 

0 

31.0 

5 

41 

Shrewsbury 

13 

13 

5 

41 

Southend 

03 

0 

5 

41 


SUN A MOON 


Swi rises: 06.34 
Son no: 17.51 
Moon risas: 33.27 
Moon sets: 0836 
Last quarter: Mardi 10 


□I 


0.3 7 45 

(GMT) Saturday: 


WEATHERLINE 

For tne latest forecasts dial 0891 5809 
followed by the mo digits tor your area. 
Source: The Met Office. Cate charged at 
50p per min (Inc VAT] 



Southport 
Stornoway 3.7 

Swanage 3.0 

Tenby 4.7 

Ibrquay 6.5 

West on- s-mare 
Weymouth 6.9 

24 hours to 6pm 
Information by R 


COME RAIN 
OR SHINE... 

SNOW SHOWERS caused prob- 
lems across parts of Britain at 
the weekend - and weather 
forecasters predicted more 
snow; rain and sleet was on the 
way last night 
Most of the snow fell in the 
Pen nines region. Dozens of 
motorists were caught out by 
sudden flurries in the early 
hours. 

Flooding and snow caused 
a number of sporting fixtures 
in the Fennines area and in 
Scotland to be postponed. 



Tories warn 
Hague to hit 
seats target 


Low K wfll drift north-west and dll as Low M runs north-east. High P will re- 
in tensity. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

cxkudy; dtfrtnfe: fjafc: fgjog. hJsfc hzJuqc nunoc train: Moony; tiiduwers: state* snjmw 
suaidswnn; ttutumkc Mon recent anOibie ffgm. noon tool time. 
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WILLIAM HAGUE has been 
warned that tjie Conservative 
Party may fail to achieve its tar- 
get of gaining 800 seats in local 
authority elections in May. 

Mr Hague could face a lead- 
ership crisis if the party does 
not make significant gains in 
the European Parliament elec- 
tions, which follow in June. 
Close allies admit privately he 
is still ’‘on probation" amid 
growing doubts in the party 
about his performance. 

An internal party memo- 
randum, seenbyT7iel7u2epen- 
dent, admits the Tbries have 
slipped in polls since last au- 
tumn, when they fixed a goal of 
gaining between 700 and 800 
seats in council elections. 

Stephen Gilbert, the party's 
director of field operations, 
warns that the Tories will do 
worse than this if the council re- 
sults reflect the latest opinion 
polls. 

“We should be concerned 
that the results we would get 
based on these ratings are not 
as good as we thought we would 
achieve last October;” he says 
in his memo to Michael Ancram, 
the Tory party chairman. 

*We need to be aware that 
our chances of making the orig- 
inal 700 to 800 gains we believed 
to be a realistic target last Oc- 
tober now looks tougher than 
we had anticipated- We need to 
be careful not to talk up our 
chances or we will face accu- 
sations of underachieving on 
May 6.” 

In the run-up to local polls in 
recent years, all parties have 
played down their prospects in 


BY Andrew Grice h 

Political Editor 

the hope of winning favourable 
headlines after the results. 

Labour is bracing itself for ■ 
heavy losses in May because 
Tnyfortunes were at alow ebb • 
in 1995 when the seats being - - 
fought this year were last 
contested. 

An internal Labour report • 
suggests the party could lose 
1,700 of the 6,000 seats it is de- 
fending if there is a repeat of • 
last year's local authority. ~ 
results. The losses would rise \ 
to 2,400 seats if trends in coun- 
cil by-elections are repeated in. ;■ 
May. 

The Tbries dismiss Labour’s - • 
predictions as ‘‘nonsense" and . 
academics believe losses of . 
about 1,000 seats are more . 
likely. 

But the Labour document - 
says; “It is impossible for the - 
Tories to do as badly as this 
[1995] again. A standstill from 
the 1988 local elections or even ; 
the general election would in- ; 
evitabty return to them many (rf Y 
the seats and some of the coun- 
cils which they lost in 1995." 

Greg Cook, Labour’s polling 
expert warns that Labour-run 
Sheffield fa “very vulnerable" to 
a challenge by the Liberal De- 
mocrats, who have also made 
progress in Bristol and 
Chesterfield. He says the 
Tbries will be looking to gain 
Trafford, while Labour could 
lose its overall majority in Basil- 
don, Exeter and Portsmouth, : 
which could become hung 
councils. 
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Last autocrat of the movies leaves a 
rich legacy from his obsessive odyssey 



Stanley Kubrick: Obsessive search for perfection 


STANLEY KUBRICK'S biogra- 
pher Michael Ciment called 
him “one of the most demand- 
ing, most original and most vi- 
sionary film-makers of our 
time”. The only superlative he 
omitted was, the most reclusive. 

No one in the world of fifrn 
disagreed with any of these as- 
sertions yesterday as news 
spread of Kubrick’s death just 
a week after bis latest movie. 
Eyes Wide Shut - filmed 12 
years after his last movie, Full 
Metal Jacket, and so long in 
gestation (two and a half years) 
that some forecast it would 
never be completed - was fi- 
^ nally finished and viewed by 
* Warner Brothers. 

“He was the last great artist 
of the cinema," said Frederic 
Raphael last night, who wrote 
the screenplay ter Eyes Wide 
Shut, which will star Nicole 
Kidman and Tom Cruise. Kub- 
rick had triumphed over the 
“Hollywood money machine" to 
make the movies he had want- 
ed to make, said Mr Raphael. 

And to take as long as he 
wanted to make them. For 
Kubrick made just 10 feature 
films in 31 years. It was defi- 
nitely a case of quality not 
quantity. His films won him 
eight Oscars and 14 nomina- 
tions. Four of them. Paths of 
Glory, Dr Strangelove, 2001: A 
Space Odyssey and A Clod e- 
work Orange are judged by his 
Jl peers as among the best in the 
•• history of film. 

It was doubtful, said Mr 
Raphael, that anyone would 
again have the “will, authority 
and nerve" to make the stand 
that Kubrick, the doctor’s son 
from the Bronx, had made for 
art against commercialism. 

The film critic Alexander 
Whiter, who wrote a book on 
Kubrick and knew him ter 30 
years, said the man who also 
gave the world Lolita and The 
Shining was “the most original 
film-maker of his generation... 
and the must audacious.” 

Mr Walker said that almost 


By Mary Braid 

every film he made seemed to 
speak for the times, and to say 
what ordinary people were feel- 
ing. An extraordinary feat for a 
man who lived in virtual isola- 
tion in England, so terrified of 
travel that he filmed Eyes Wide 
Shut at Pinewood Studios, be- 
cause it was just a short drive 
from his manor house in St Al- 
bans, Hertfordshire. Even so, 
getting to the studios could be 
a torturous process. Fbrhis dri- 
ver was not allowed to travel 
faster than 30mph. 

Mr Walker said it was amaz- 
ing that Kubrick had managed 
to complete his last work. His 
death, however; had still robbed 
him of the chance to mate the 
legendary Kubrick revisions, 
which recognised no end 

For he was never really done 
’with a movie. “He was an utter 
perfectionist" said Mr Walker 
“He would alter the movie even 
after i t opened, tightening a lit 
tie here or there. Onty Stanley 
Kubrick would be allowed to do 
that alter release.” 

Only Stanley Kubrick would 
have been allowed to getaway 
with many things. Many 
thought of him as paranoid 
and a megalomaniac, and the 
signs are all there in the man 
(dotted by other film-makers 
such as Martin Scorsese and 
Steven Spielberg. 

The redusiveness was real 
When George Lucas or SpeOb- 
erg came to London thgy dined 
with Kubrick. But otherwise he 
tended to shun company. 

And his obsessive search 
for perfection made him a con- 
trol freak on the set He was 
very, very tough on actors. An- 
other biographer; John Baxter; 
said that actors were drawn to 
him because of his unques- 
tioned skill but they onty ever 
worked for him once. 

One musical director con- 
demned Kubrick as either “an 
enslaver or just totally in- 
sensitive”. Screen tough guy 
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Kubrick made the movies he wanted to, at his own pace - just 10 feature films in 31 years, including (clockwise from bottom 
left) ‘Paths of Glory*. ‘Lolita’, * 2 001: A space odyssey*, ‘Spartacus’, *A Clockwork Orange* and The Shining* 


Life in Films 

1955 Killer’s Kiss. The first major 
feature. A prizefighter risks death to 
rescue lover from her gangster boyfriend. 
1955 Fear and Desire. Kubrick produced, 
directed, photographed and edited low- 
budget war drama. 

1 955 The Killing. Sterling Hayden starred 
in classic heist movie in which S2m is 
stolen from a racetrack; the device of 
narrating the same evencs by different 
characters inspired Reservoir Dogs. 

1957 Paths of Glory. First of Kubrick's 
great anci-war movies. Kirk Douglas 
starred in story of three soldiers 
court-martialled for cowardice amid the 
Incompetence of senior officers. 

1 958 Spartacus. Douglas again in the 
story of a slave revolt in ancient Rome. 
Kubrick was brought in as a hired hand 
by Douglas but effectively took over. 

1 962 Lolita. Based on Vladimir 
Nabokov's tale of obsession with a young 
girl, Kubrick had to film with the 
American censors breaching down his 
neck. James Mason brilliant as Humbert 
Humbert. 

196A Dr Strangelove. A satire on the 
madness of nuclear war, with Peter 
Sellers in three roles, ending with Slim 
Pickens on an atomic bomb dropping into 
Armageddon and Vera Lynn singing "We'll 
Meet Again’ 

1968 2001: A Space Odyssey. Arguably 
Kubrick's most famous and best film. 
Based on the Arthur C Clarke story, the 
cut from apes to space stations circling 
the earth is a great cinematic moment. 
1971 A Clockwork Orange. Based on 
Anthony Burgess's novel, the tale of a 
gang of violent young men. led by 
Malcolm McDowell, was withdrawn by 
Kubrick after it allegedly Inspired 
copycat attacks. 

1975 Barry Lyndon. An adaptation of 
Thackeray's novel, it was a technical 
marvel (some of it was shot by candle- 
light) as well as being scupefyingly dull. 
1980 The Shining. His adaptation of 
Stephen King's novel was panned, despite 
an astonishing performance from Jack 
Nicholson. Subsequently hailed as a 
horror classic. 

1985 Full Metal Jacket. A harrowing tale 
of Vietnam, partly shot in a disused 
gasworks in east London. Kubrick had to 
import dozens of palm trees. 

1 999 Eyes Wide Shut. Kubrick had 
finished shooting this tale of sexual 
obsession with Tom Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman but was still involved in post- 
production. Due For release this summer 
and now his epitaph. Will it live up to its 
predecessors? 


Kirk Douglas, who starred in 
Kubrick’s Spartacus, called 
him “a cold bastard” and even 
more memorably a “talented 
shit". 

And Malcolm McDowell the 
star of A Clockwork Orange, 
claimed he was traumatised for 
years after making it McDow- 
ell would not allow him genius 
status because of his “lack of 
humanity”. “Extraordinary, 
yes. Brilliant, yes,” be said. 

“Butas a human being -that’s 
a test he doesn’t do well" Crit- 
ics claim there is a coldness to 
his films. 

ffKubrickput actors through 
hen, he was undoubtedly going 


through the same horror: Per- 
fection was taken to its limits, 
with sometimes 100 takes for 
just one scene. No themes seem 
to link his films. All they seem 
to share is his deep desire to 
make the best movie in a given 
genre. Mr Raphael suggests 
that real artists can be forgiven 
for not being nice. “Ybu take real 
artists as they come,” he said last 
nigh t Whatever Kidman and 
Cruise made of their work ex- 
perience with Kubrick they are 
yet to fiiDy reveaL But they now 
have the distinction of starring 
in the master's final offering. The 
movie is due out in the United 
States on 16 July 
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Master of film-making who 
’ kept the money men at bay 



THERE HAD been rumours in 
the past couple of years that 
Stanley Kubrick was ilk and 
even that his organism might 
be housing the error that 
would eliminate him. 

That is a Kubriddan way of 

putting it not a bad joke; he 
saw human beings and our so- 
cial groupings as machines or 
games in which some mad 
rule might carry the system 
out of control But if you wait- 
ed long enough you could 
hear nearly any rumour or 
story about Stanley Kilbride 

His saying so little about 

himself only urged the rest of 

us into speculation. Did he in- 
tend that? Was it even his 
most personal way of trans- 
mitting stay to the world? Or 
was he just a very shy, guard- 
ed, not to say obsessive and 
paranoid figure who hardly 

trusted himself to speak? 

He meant everything to 
the world of film, not least be- 
cause, in times when great 

films are few and Car between, 
he was in possession of a new 
work. Eyes Wide Shut, that 
might count among his great- 
est, and most controversial 

{Tor this time, Kubrick was 
taking on maybe the human 
being’s most passionate and 
essential “error" - sex. If 
there was anyone not count 
ing the days to the announced 
July opening of Eyes Wide 
Shut, wondering with true cu- 
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riosity and every lewd antici- 
pation, how much the film 
would reveal of Tbm Cruise 
and Nicole Kidman, there is 
mw added this great mystery: 
was the film finished; or did he 
die with some last questions, 
cuts or marvels of sound as yet 
undecided? 

There will be time for crit- 
ics and historians to dispute 
whether Kubrick was a boy 
wonder, a master; a genius, a 

wizard manipulator or a great 

artist, the same sort of debate 
over Alfred Hitchcock and 
Otsod Welles. 

However one elects to an- 
swer the question, Kubrick 
from a very earty age insisted 
on being the maker and mas- 
ter of his films. Whether he 
Ebedorwanted it or not, he be- 
came known as the epitome of 
single-minded dedication, of 
the search for perfectionism, 
having everyone do it all over 
and over again, until he was 


satisfied with the result If he 
was ever satisfied. 

As such, he made large 
films - huge subjects, with 
new techniques, enormous 
budgets and see m i n gly in- 
definite schedules. 

He came to Britain from 
America in the late Fifties, in 
part because of dismay at 
America, because he might be 
hidden in the countryside 
north of London, and also be- 
cause the maker of 2001 was 
afraid of frying. 

But the decision bad an- 
other result - Kubrick was 
thousands of miles firm Stern- 
er Brothers, his invariable 
source of funding, unwilling to 
tell it what he was doing or 
why, or what progress he was 
making, but so sure of himself 
that he defied it not to keep 
paying foe bills. 

The real wonder lay in foe 
fact that no Kubrick film had 
made real money since the 
Sixties. Tfet no one had the 
courage to raise doubts. 

It was easy to argue with 
some of Kubrick’s films: PuU 
Meted Jacket seemed broken 
on the decision to shoot in 
Britain, and on its limited 
view of military dehumanisa- 
tion; foe prettiness of much of 
Barry Lyndon hardly seemed 

commensurate with foe pass- 
ing of its hours; even 2001 can 
be regarded as empty, pre- 
tentious and helplessty 


infatuated with machinery. 

But Kubrick saw our time 
failing for the same mistakes, 
and he may have intended 
2001 as a model of waste and 
doodling introspection. Never 
min d: no film so marked our 
own need to consider space. 

Then there were master- 
pieces, some as small and in- 
tricate and self-sufficient as 
The Killing-, some as vast, in- 
finite and gloomy about cre- 
ative enterprise as The 
Shining. Some were simply as 
clever and droll as Lolita, Dr 
Strangdove or A Clockwork 
Orange, films that did the im- 
possible and managed to pre- 
sent underground anxieties 
we were supposed to keep in 
the dark. 

No director knew more 
about photography lenses and 
film emulsion. Others argued 
that no other great director 
was so little interested in peo- 
ple. But perhaps that is the 
way the world and our dis- 
course are moving. 

In many vyays, I hope not 
Yet in others, I wonder 
whether Stanley Kubrick 
wasn't part of foe new advance 
guard, remorselessly moving 
towards the soul of a ma- 
chine. Will Eyes Wide Shut 
have final answers? If it is true 
to its mater, and if he knew it 
was his last testament, it will 
have questions that will make 
us deeply uneasy. 
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Soldiers 
recruited 
by violent 
far-right 


By Andrew Buncombe 


they NUMBER probably no 
more than three dozen yet they 
are considered too dangerous 
and extreme for most of 
Britain’s far right 

Combat 18, a collection of 
skinhead tattooed racists, re- 
main influential beyond their 
size. 'Vfesterday it was disclosed 
that membership had spread to 
include soldiers in some of 
Britain’s elite regiments. Two 
soldiers were among more than 
a dozen individuals whose 
homes were raided after a year- 
long investigation into the ac- 
tivities of neo-Nazis. 

The operation, co-ordinated 
by MI5, the Special Branch 
and military police, resulted in 
raids at up to 14 addresses, in- 
ducting properties in London, 
Humberside, South Wales, Lan- 
cashire and Merseyside. 

Three people, arrested 
under the Public Order Act of 
1986, which relates to stirring 
up racial hatred, have been 
bailed pending further investi- 
gations. None has been 
charged. ‘A number of warrants 
were executed to seek materi- 
al including CDs and publica- 
tions," said the Metropolitan 
Police. 

It was reported that the sol- 
diers whose homes were raid- 
ed served with The Parachute 
Regiment and the King's Reg- 
iment The first is said to be a 
private who did tours of duty in 
Northern Ireland and Bosnia; 
the second is a private serving 
in the North-west 

The investigation followed an 
internal inquiry by the Ministry 
of Defence, which last year 
identified 12 serving soldiers as 
supporters of the Combat 18 
group. The MoD refused to 
confirm details, saying “Tsro in- 
dividuals from different/units 
are among those whose homes 
have been raided." 
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Combat 18 achieved notori- 
ety for the racism and violence 
of its members. Apparently 
taking its name from the loca- 
tion in the alphabet of Adolf. 
ESfleris initials, it was originally 
linked to the British National 
Party CBNF), providing “secu- 
rity” at its events. It broke 
away in the early Nineties after 
deciding the BNP leadership 
had become too “soft”. 

An insight into the organi- 
sation’s perspective came last 
year; when the Combat 18 
leader and founder; Paul Xhar- 
fie” Sargent, was jailed for life 
after he and a hendhman, Mar- 
tin Cross, killed a fellow mem- 
ber during an internal feud. 
Chelmsford Crown Court was 
told by a pathologist that fee 
22cm stab wound to Christo- 


In the UK 

National Front (NF) - 

Best-known of UK fascist 
groups, the most prominent 
of far-right groups during 
the 1970s. 

British National Party 
(BNP) - Founded 1992 by 
ex-NF leader John Tyndall. 
Its 6QQ members make it 
largest UK racist party. 
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The newsletter deft) of the No Remorse band, whose music C18 publishes. C18 members are shown (right) in a photo from the newsletter 


pber Castle’s heart and hmgs 
would have required “consid- 
erable force". The court was 
also told that after fee “execu- 
tion” Cross referred to Mr Cas- 
tle as a “casualty of war”. 

Since then Combat 18 has 
adopted a lower profile, happy 
to operate with a smaller mem- 
bership than evec “Tb some ex- 
tent they have been ostracised 
by other member of the far 
right, who are fed up with their 
violence,” said Ni6k Lowles, 
coeditor of Searchlight, the 


anti-fascist magazine that 
first highlighted fee presence 
of Combat 18 supporters in the 
British Army. 

“They have accepted feat 
they are not going to win soci- 
ety over but some are keen to 
go on to more extreme mea- 
sures and try and imitate what 
h«g been happening in North- 
ern Ireland. They are not a 
major organisation - they do 
not have many supporters but 
they have been arguing-for a 
more violent strategy including 


terrorism.” Links between fee 
far right and hyafistparamflj- 
taries in Northern Ireland 
stretch back to fee early Sev- 
enties, though some observers 
say it has rarely been more titan 

pflwnal nrmtant 

Combat 18 members regu- 
larly turn up at loyalist rallies 
and a number joined an Ap- 
prentice Boys (rfLondonderry 
march through Bolton in 1986. 

Mr Lowles said, however; 
that Buka between Ci8 and fee 
UDA and the UVF loyalist 


A Who's who Of Neo-Nazi Groups 


National Democrats 
(ND) - The far right Is riven 
by factionalism. After a 
decision to rename the NF 
the National Democrats in 
1 995 some members stayed 
loyal to the old name, 
others became the ND. 

Combat 18 (CIS) - The 

NF, ND, and BNP all share 
and! have lost members to 


Cl 8, which favours violence 
and "terrorist” activities. 
Openly Nazi, the group 
encourages members to 
attack racial and sexual 
minorities. 

Blood and Honour - 

Music-based non-member- 
ship organisation, aiming to 
unite Nazi sWnhea<Jf in ; the 
UK and across Europe. 


In Austria 

Freedom Movement got 27 
per cent of vote In 1 996 Eu- 
ropean election, giving it six 
MEPs. Leader Joerg Haider 
has praised Hitler’s 
employment policies. 

In France 

Splits have weakened Jean- 
Marie Le Pen's Front 
National as he desperately 


paramilitaiy groups had been 
strengthened recently. In Oc- 
tober the man responsible for 
the links, a former soldier from 
Bratadown,brou^it seven.UVF 
members to Wigan for a C18 
concert 

Such concerts and music 
sales are a lucrative source of 
income forCl8, now headed by 
a former Royal Marines Terri- 
torial member from south-east 
London. The organisation pub- 
lishes music by a range of 
racist skinhead groups inctud- 


clings to leadership of a 
party intent on modernising. 

In Germany 

From 1990 to 1993 a wave 
of fascist violence resulted 
In the death of 75 people as 
neo-Nazis exploited 
reunification. The Germans ; 
have also been embarrassed 
by (inks between neo-Nazis 
and the army. . 


ingNo Remorse, Celtic Warrior 
and Razors Edge. The pub- 
lishing business, operated -at 
least untfl recently -from Sooth 
Wbles, has provided the or- 
ganisation with money to fund 
its newsletters and magazines 
such as StrOa?/brce 
Cia may have a hardcore 

mpwihwithip qf no tri qp ff than 40 

members, wife qp to 80 or 90 
others who will be called on for 


“It is always being written 
that they are heavily linked to 
football hooligans,” an intelli- 
gence source said yesterday 
“Of course there are some who 
get involved but it is exagger- 
ated. The last time we saw a 
large number of them getting 
involved was when they dis- 
rupted the 1996 Ekigfond versus 
Ireland match in Dublin.” 

Ci8 may have adopted a 
lower profile, though cam- 
paigners believe it is no less 
dangerous. 

“There are a lot of people 
who believe they are preparing 
to do something quite serious, ” 
one said yesterday. 


Balloon 

Britons 

ditch in 
Pacific 
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THE EVEREST of aviatioi^- 
records remains intact. The 
attempt by two Britons to cir- 
cumnavigate the world hy hot- 
air balloon ended early yes- 
terday with snow pouring over 


Pacific Ocean 50 miles south- 
west of Tbkyo. 

Pilots Andy Elson and Colin . 

Prescotwere safe and wellder • 

spite aborting their flight after . 
successfully circumventing ■_ . 

They have set an unof-. - 
filial world flight endurance^- 
record of 17 days, 18 hours and? 

25 minutes. j 7 ” . 

Mr Elson, 45, of Wells, Som- , 
erset and Mr Prescot, 48, of 
Stockbridge, Hampshire, had 
gone 15^200 miles - more than 
two thirds of their intended • 
course around the ^obe - since : € 
leaving Almeria in southern 
Spain on 17 February. 

In December; Richard Bran- 
son, aborted his bid in bad 
weather after deviating from his - 
prescribed course across 
China, leading to a Peking ban 
on British-registered balloons 
over thefr airspace. As a result 
Mr Elson and Mr Prescot were 
forced to track fee south of 
China on a course slower and 
more complicated to navigate 

Theywere compelled to land . 
after cloudy weather meant 
solar batteries feat operated the 
kerosene burners would run 
down. “We had to go up through 
the cloud to charge batteries 
and on the way up we accu- 
mulated an awful lot of snow 
and ice an fee balloon," said Mr t 1 
Elson. 

Speaking by satellite from 
the Japanese Self Defence 

TVffCfft 1 b ase in Tftmwnmattai, Mr 

Prescot described hpw he 
screamed himself hoarse wife 
instructions to Mr Elson, who 
sat on fee roof of the capsule tb 
guide them down. The two men 
were rescued after less than a 
minute in fee water by a Japan- 
ese military helioop to. 

“I don't think we have faded," 
Mr Elson said. “Wie have juk 
found another way that doesrft 
work. Maybe one of the lessons 
is that, without fee co-operation 
of fee Chinese; it is not possi- 
ble [to fly vial the northern 
hemisphere." 
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GM row: Science minister with food business links met US corporation while playing role in biotechnology policy 
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Itie controversy over genetic mo dific a ti on caused a huge demand for organic food 


Consumers 
rushing for 
organic food 



Lord Sainsbury in 
Monsanto talks 


Recffeoftxres 


lord sainsbury, the science 

minister with family hnsinpgg 

interests in genetically mocfified 
(GM) food, met senior officials 
from Monsanto, the American 
GM giant, while playing a key 
role in government discussions 
on biotechnology. 

Lord Sainsbary of TurviDe 
held a confidential discussion 
with three Monsanto execu- 
tives in his private office at the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry on 14 December; three 
weeks after he attended the 
first meeting of the Cabinet’s 
Ministerial Group on Biotech- 
nology and Genetic Modifica- 
tion - known as Misc 6. 

His meeting with Monsanto, 
attended by civil servants, rais- 
es fresh concerns about the ex- 
tent of his role in dealing with 
GM issues within government 
and the potential conflict with 


By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 

his private business interests. 

The day after the Monsanto 
meeting. Lord Sainsbury 
chaired a government- 
sponsored biotechnology 
seminar with consumer asso- 
ciations, environmentalists 
such as Friends of the Earth, 
and one of die Monsanto offi- 
cials he had met the day before. 

John Redwood, the opposi- 
tion spokesman an trade and in- 
dustry, last night accused Lord 
Sainsbury of being misleading 
over his rote in government dis- 
cussions on GM issues and 
has called on him to resign. 

“Lord Sainsbury has 
promised us that he has had 
nothing to do with GM food in 
government, so I don't see why 
he is having a meeting with 


Monsanto on this particular 
date - the day before the 15 De- 
cember meeting which he 
chaired," Mr Redwood said. 

“Lord Sainsbury, who is a 
shareholder and investor in 
GM companies, had made it 
dear in some of his statements 
that because of that he has 
nothing to do with GM food is- 
sues in government,'’ be said 

“We now learn he has had a 
meeting with Monsanto. So 
what I want to know from Lord 
Sainsbury is which story is he 
going to stick to?" 

A statement from the DTI 
said: “Lord Sainsbury meets 
numerous companies and 
other non-governmental or- 
ganisations in his capacity as 
Science minister. Last year he 
agreed to meet Monsanto, at 
their request, to discuss issues 
relating to research and de- 


velopment in the btastienccs." 

At the 14 December meeting, 
Lord Sainsbury met Ann Fos- 
ter; Monsanto’s director of pub- 
lic and government affairs in 
the UK, Hugh Grant, presi- 
dent of the company's agricul- 
tural division in St Louis, 
Missouri, and Robert Harsch, 
general manager of Agrace- 
tus, a GM research company 
owned by Monsanto. 

Dr Horsch is one of Mon- 
santo's leading scientists in 
genetically mocfified plants and 
is named on the company’s 
patents controlling the use of 
herbicide-resistant crops. 

Ms Foster said the meeting 
with Lord Sainsbury included 
a discussion on GM crops and 
food “It's perfectly normal for 
companies, it* s perfectly normal 
for interested parties to meet 
ministers," Ms Fbster said 


THE CONTROVERSY over ge- 
netically modified food has led 
to an unprecedented surge in 
Jhesaleoforganicfood, The In- 
dependent has found 
‘‘ A survey of msgor retailers 
shows that two of the country’s 
leading supermarkets - Tesco 
and Asda - recorded a 20 per 
cent increase in February 
sales, compared with January. 

Tesco's organic food buyer 
Andrew Sellick, said: “The up- 
surge was nothing short of 
phenomenal and it is the 
awareness of the GM issue 
which has pushed the sales.” 

Sainsbury ’s organic sales 
were worth £6.7m last month, 
compared with £5.8m in Janu- 
ary, a 15.5 per cent rise. 

Maris & Spences; a medium- 
sized food retailer-said its in- 
crease was “more than 100 per 1 
cent" Iceland which has a 
small number of organic frozen 
foods, had a 42 per cent in- 
ferease. 

Organic vegetables, fruits 
and cereals are grown without 
pestiddes or artificial fertilisers 
- natural methods such as crop 
rotation take their place - while 
livestock and poultry are raised 
without intensive farming tech- 
niques. All organic food is 
guaranteed non-genetically 
modified. Runners must spend 
two years converting their land 
before it can be organically 
certified 

Organic carrots or apples do 
not look as perfect andregular 
as the products of large-scale 
agribusiness. Production tech- 
niques are also more laborious 
and the costs greater. 

Seventy per cent of the or- 
ganic food sold in Britain has to 
»be imported. Less than one 
5er cent of farmland here is or- 
ganically managed tv fewer 
than 2,000 farmers. Germany 
Austria, Sweden and Denmark 
are all aiming to have 10 per 
cent by next year. 

Overall the market is grow- 


By Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

fog at 40 per cent a year Ttesco, 
Britain’s largest food retailer 
with more than 15 per cent of 
the UK grocery market, has 
more than 200 organic lines 
from potatoes to yoghurt 

The company sold £35m of 
organic food in the 12 months 
to 1 March, more than double 
the amount in the previous 
year In the next 12 months 
Tesco says it win sell produce 
worth £100m. 

UK sales of organic food as 
a whole have risen from under 
£100m annually in 1993 to 
£28Qm in 1997 and about £400m 
last year The £lbn barrier 
could be broken next year ac- 
cording to Simon Bremnan, 
manager oE producer services 
for the Soil Association, the 
principal organic food and 
farming pressure group. 

Senior food industry figures 
said February’s remarkable 
extra sales surge was caused by 
the GM controversy. 

One of the most striking in- 
stances of sales growth last 
month was in organic baby 
food Baby Organix, Britain’s 
o njv organic babyfood manu- 
facturer; which supplies Tesco, 
Sainsbury, Safeway, TOaitrose 
and Boots, had its best month 
in February: its sales were 24 

per cent higher than the month 

before. 

“I know this is down to the 
GM controversy” said the com- 
pany’s founder and man a gin g 
director Lizzie V ann . 

‘‘People feel toey won’t com- 
promise with their babies. If a 
woman’s pregnant and she’s 
given up drinking and smoking, 
when she gets toe baby she’s 
not going to start fooling 
around with its food” 

Calls to toe company’s free- 
fone helpline jumped from 300 
a week at the start of February 
to 800 a week now. 
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Broadcaster has 
plastic surgery 



KAVANA6H QC. 



THE BROADCASTER Sheena 
McDonald has had plastic 
surgery to her face after being 
knocked unconscious by a 
police van on an emergency 
call nine days ago. 

A spokeswoman for Um- 
; r * > versity College Hospital Lon- 

f don, said yesterday: “She had 
^plastic surgery to her face on 
'/Friday and recovered well 
from the anaesthetic. She 
remains in intensive care but 
her condition is stable and she 

is improving.” . , 

Ms McDonald received 
f serious head injuries in the 


oti 


ByTimMoynihan 

accident in Islington, north 
London. 

police declined to comment 
yesterday on reports that the 

police van was travelling on tiie 

wrong side of the road It was 
claimed that it pulled out and 
overtook a line of stationary 
cars queuing at a red traffic 
light 

A 27-year-old police consta- 
ble has been suspended from 
driving duty since the intident 
and an investigation launched, 
as is routine. 


Kavanagh QC uninterrupted by the news. 
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Four generations murdered in their 
sleep as arson comes to the suburbs 



By Kathy Marks 


THE MIDDLE-AGED woman 
stooped down and gently laid a 
buixiafwhite carnations in the 
front yard of what was, until 48 
hours ago, a family home. Her 
husband looked up at the 
charred brickwork and the 
board ed-up windows, and 
shook his head in disbelief. 

Friends and relatives were 
at a complete loss yesterday as 
to the motive behind an arson 
attack that killed four genera- 
tions of the Day family -seven 
people in afl - at their terraced 
house in Chingford, north-east 
London, early on Saturday. 

“As far as I know, they didn't 
have an enemy in the world,” 
said Chan telle Anderson, a 
family friend who had come to 
pay her respects. “There were 
no feuds or rows going on with 
them. I can't think of a reason 
why anyone would do some- 
thing so terrible." 

The victims- Sandra Daj 51, 
her son Lee, 20, his four-year- 
old twin daughters, Madison 
and Rhiannan, his two-year-old 
son, Rhys, Mrs Day's 75-year- 
old mother; Kathleen, and a 16- 
year-old believed to be Lee 
Day’s girlfriend - all died of 
smoke inhalation. 

Yesterday, as formal identi- 
fications were carried out and 
post-mortem examinatio ns fin- 
ished at East Ham mortuary in 
east London, detectives inter- 
viewed friends and relatives in 
an attempt to find possible rea- 
sons for the family being at- 



Members of Red Watch at Chingford fire station yesterday taking flowers to lay at the house where seven died. Above left, friends leave the scene Jack.HiB, Tom Craig 


tacked The seven deaths are 
being treated as murder. 

At Highams Park Baptist 
Church, a few hundred yards 
from the house, prayers were 
said for the victims yesterday. 
The minister; the Rev Hugh 
Doyle, said after the morning 
service that his congregation 
was stunned by the deaths. 

“There is a deep sense of 
anger and incomprehension 
that something tike tins could 
happen, especially around 
here," he said “It is a very quiet 
community, a very safe 


community." Mr Doyle, who is 
planning a special service of re- 
flection and prayer with other 
churches next Sunday, said: 
*Tt is as if a terrorist attack has 
been carried out on a shop, it 
has produced the same massive 
loss of life." 

Police believe petrol was 
probably poured through the 
letterbox of the three-storey 
house, where the family had 
lived formore than lOyears. A 
red plastic petrol canister has 
been removed from the scene. 

The fire, which swept 


through the house -at about 
lam an Saturday destroying the 
roof and most of the internal 
floors, was described by police 
as “a horrific attack on inno- 
cents”. They are planning a sec- 
ond forensic search today. 

Mrs Day's husband Brian, 
52, was the sole survivor He 
managed to clamber down a 
ladder placed against a first- 
floor bedroom window by 
neighbours and was treated at 
Whipps Cross Hospital for 
burns to his hands. 

The three children, who 


were trapped inside with the was nothing I could do. There tovefr family, all of them," said 
other adults, lived with Lee was no way anyone could get in one woman, her face contorted 
Day’s separated wife, accord- there.” With flames roaring with grief. “I just can’t believe 
ing to friends, but often spent from the roof and windows, that this has happened" 
weekends with their father neighbours tried in vain to kick Neighbours, still stunned 
The alarm was raised by down the front doac Miss Lewis stood in their front gardens, 
the family's next-door neigh- said that the children’s mother surveying the scene. Two 
bom; Lisa Lewis, who was then arrived and she heard teenage girls dung to each 
woken by the sound of scream- her scream “Get my babies! Get other in the rain, weeping. Vis- 
ing. She called the fire brigade my babies!”. She collapsed and itorsadded to the growing pile 
and alerted another neighbom; was taken to hospitaL of flowers; some left teddy 

a window cleaneg who took his There was a steady stream bearsinmemoiyofthe children 

ladders to the house. of viritors yesterday to the end- who died- “You will always be 

Miss Lewis, 25, said: “It was of-terrace house in Bellamy remembered,” read the note cm 
terrible I could hear the bids Road, a cul-de-sac on a 1970s one bouquet “Seven angels 
coughing and. crying, but there council estate. “They were a taken from us to heaven.” 


Bristol 
heart 
doctors 
to testify 

BY ALLAN SMITH 


THREE DOCTORS shamed in „ 
the Bristol heart babies scan- 
dal wfil give evidence to the . 
flftm public inquiry opening -- 
shortly. ...... 

The surgeons James Wis- 
h eflrt and Jama wfan Phasmana 
and Dr John Roylance, for- 
mer chief executive of the Unit- 
ed Bristol Healthcare NHS 
Thist,' were found guilty of 
serious professional miscon- 
duct by & General Medical 
Council inquiry. It investigated 
the higher- than-ave rage death 
toll of babies having complex 
heart surgery at Bristol Royal 
Infirmary. 

Ail three have been asked to 
give- written witness state- 
ments to the inquiry ordered by 
Frank Dobson, the Health Sec- 
retary and due to open with 
public hearings in Bristol on 16 
March. The four-strong panel 
will be chaired by Professor Ian 
Kennedy a medical Legal ex- 
pert. Dr Steve Boisin, an anaes- 
thetist in the surgical team, 
whose concerns led to the 
GMC inquiry, will also appear. 

The inquiry will hold public 
hearings in Bristol before mov- 
ing to London. The hearings 
are expected to last into the 
summer of 2000. 

Parents who lost children 
having heart surgery at the 
hospital in the 11 years to 1995 
will be the first witnesses. The 
inquiry chairman has warned 
they face a “gruelling” time as 
they recount their experiences. 

The inquiry will also inves- 
tigate the retention of hearts 
and other organs - without 
parental knowledge or con- 
sent - of babies who died with 
complex heart conditions. 

About 2,000 operations are 
being examined. 

The GMC inquiry ordered 
that Mr Wisheart and Dr Roy- 
lance be struck off, and banned 
Mr Dhasmana from operating 
on children for three years, al : 
though he was allowed to con- 
tinue with adult cases. 

It investigated 53 operations 
done by the two surgeons. 
Twenty-nine patients died and 
four wrae left with severe brain 
injuries. 

Nearly 600,000 pages of ev- 
idence has been scanned into 
computers for the inquiry. 
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Emergency mission ready 
to repair Hubble trouble 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 

AN EMERGENCY mission is to 
be sent to repair the Hubble 
space telescope, which is in 
danger of shutting down sud- 
denly because of a wobble. 

Scientists at the American 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (Nasa) . 
have found that gyroscopes on 
the telescope, which normally 
provide its highly sensitive 
sense of balance, are faulty. 

Only three of the Hubble’s 
sfa gyros are working correctly 
and, if one more should fail, the 
instruments flight computer 
would shutdown the telescope, 
leading to the first important 
fault since the tfistxrwsy of a de- 
fective mirror soon after it was 
launched in 1990. 

Nasa is trying to reorganise 
the launch schedule erf its space 
shuttles to repair the Hubble. 
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Only threeofHuMde's six gyros are working correctly 


Losing one of ite star perform- 
ers would be a public relations 
disaster . .-. 

Dan Goldin, Nasa’s admin- 
istrator; has told the United 
States Congress that a “rapid- 
response” mission to repair 
the Hubble in October is being 
considered. 

“What we’re concerned 
about is losing the scientific 


data stream for a year or so,” 
Dr Gokfin said. A scheduled re- 
pair misson due to be launched 
next year could be brought for- 
ward to replace the defective 
gyros, he said. 

John Campbell, associate 
director for Hubble at Nasa’s 
Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, said: “It 
wasn’t very smart to wait for 


more than a year and we began 
working then with the shuttle 
folks to see if there wasn’t a way 
to get there earlier.” 

Since the Hubble was 
launched it has provided 
breathtaking images of distant 
cosmological phenomena, such 
as the birth and death of stars, 
exploding nebulae, and pictures 
of the oldest galaxies created 
soon after the Big Rang. 

Because the telescope orbits 
above the Earth’s atmosphere, 
it can take dearer images of ob- 
jects that can barely be seen 
even with highest-poured ter- 
restrial telescopes. 

Howevec the darity depends 
on (he telescope being able to 
keep its position with incredible 
accuracy, equivalent to holding 
a beam of light on a coin on 
Earth. Repairing the six gyros 
will ensure the Hubble contin- 
ues to be able to focus on the 
faintest of distant objects. 


IN BRIEF 

Man, 18, accused of knife murder 

A MAN cf 18 was charged yesterday with the knife murder 
of Justin Martin, 24, who died in hospital after an attack in . 
Northampton on Saturday. A woman aged 18 and a man 
aged 19, also from Northampton, have been charged with 
assisting an offender: A 17-year-old youth and two gjris 
aged 15 and 16 were released without charge. 

One in three want to work abroad 

ONE IN three Britons would like to work abroad, with 
America, Australia and Spain the most popular countries, *' 
according to a new guide. However people should be . 
aware of the different cultures, the Royal Mail’s global job 
guide warns. Australian employers are very direct but in 
China or Eastern Europe they try to avoid confrontation. 

Youth In Lawrence case freed 

A YOUTH of 15 has been arrested and questioned about 
the paint attack on the manorial plaque to the murdered 
blade teenager Stephen Lawrence in Eltham, southeast 
London, a Scotland yard spokeswoman said. The youth, 
said to be of mixed race and not known to the Lawrence 

family; 'was released pending further inquiries. 

Three share £8.3nt jackpot 

THREE WINNERS shared Saturday’s £8 Jm National 
Lottery jackpot, each scooping £2,773,403, said CamefoL . 
The numbers were 8, 37, 43, 32, 47, 33, bonus 45. 


New E.coli case 
is suspected 


ANOTHER PERSON was ad- 
mitted to hospital on Satur- 
day night with suspected 
E coli food poisoning, health 
officials said 

There have been 20 con- 
firmed cases in west Cumbria 
of patients affected by the 
potentially deadly 0157 strain. 
Another U people with symp- 
toms are awaiting test results. 

Hie North Cumhria Health 
Authority could not say 
whether the worst was oven as 

rtip- frifar»tinn ha% an wimfopfinn 

period of up to two weeks. 

At West Cumberland Hos- 
pital In Whitehaven eight 
adults were being treated in an 
isolation unit, and three chil- 
dren^ were in individual rooms. 
“With the exception of one 
elderly gentleman who has 
been described as ‘poorly’, afl 
tiie other adults and children 


by maria Bresun 

are stable and are progress! 
wen,” said a health author 
spokesman. “The three d 
dren at the Royal Victoi 
Infirmary in Newcastle ft 
tinue to receive kidney tre 
meat but doctors ... e 
optimistic all three will m a 
a . fall . recovery." AH t 
patients are believed to 
from the Cockermouth a 
Brigham area. 

The infection has be 
linked to a dairy in the ar 
Health officials are confidi 
they found the source of the 
faction as quickly as possft 
They befieve there was a fia 
with a pasteurising unit, 
suiting in families drinki 
“raw" mffle. They seized milk 
analysis and served the fern 
With a prohibition notice. 
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Unionists 

split over 

IRA arms 


Tb»» t>u4„: ; 

H WrWv' .- . 

i ■ : ' 

*r > * • :.-V: v 

Pr*** ~ r ' . ; l'-- > ; 

^ i Y. ' 

rafr « J'- ■-•• 

A’WHT tV-^j -*■ 
te «*i:k ; 

y ry g njjt vlv-* - 

{ y* ' 

fertV )&&$* • iv . 
.ft* T fie* • 

|*IMS*Ur j *V- 
V 

mrim* - 


^HE TWO most senior figures 
in the Ulster Unionist Party 
JUUPj divided on the issue of 
UtA arms decommissi oning 
yesterday, with the party 
leader, David Trimble, pre- 
dicting it would happen while 
his deputy said it would not 
The difference of opinion 
came as Mr Trimble and his 
deputy, John Taylor MR pre- 
pare for a meeting on the sub- 
ject this week with Gerry 
Adams and Martin McGuin- 
ness of Sinn Fein. 

The divergence in analysis 

« ises questions of whether 
e UUP is working to a firm 
strategy as it moves towards 
the important psychologi ca l 
deadline of 2 April, the first an- 
niversary of the Good Friday 
Agreement 

Although many political 
meetings are taking place in 
addition to the planned Trimbie- 
A riam s encounter; there is no 
sense of imminent break- 
through in the long-running 
decommissioning dispute. The 
general assumption is that the 
make-or-break negotiation will 
take place in the last week of 
March, after the return of party 
leaders from St Patrick’s Day 
events in Washington. 

Despite this likely timetable, 
Seamus Mallon of the nation- 
alist Social Democratic and 
labour Party appealed for an in- 
jection of mom entum into the 
process, telling BBC’s Break- 
fast With Frost programme; “I 
don’t think people realise how 


By David Mckittkick 
Ireland Correspondent 

serious it has became. I thinkwe 
have got amatier of days rather 
than weeks left” 

Saying that tee decommis- 
sioning issue Hafl the po tential 
to create a stalemate in tiie new 
Belfast Assembly and to pre- 
vent devolution taking place, Mr 
Mallon said he believed Sinn 
F^sn had “room to move” on the 
question. He appealed to re- 
publicans and the UUP to move 

from what he described as “the 
two absolute positions”. 

His view to some patent 
chimed with the opinion ex- 
pressed by Mr Trimble, who 
said in an interview: “My view 
is we win get de commisskmmg 
We may have to wait in order 
to get it I thmlr republican 
leaders, in their hearts, know 
this is necessary.” 

Mr Taylor; by contrast said 
in a separate interview that he 
did not believe the IRA would 
decommission. He added that. 
support for the agreement had 

unriniTb tedly decreased amnng 

Unionists because the IRA had 
received benefits freon it but 
had given nothing in return. 

An additional lunn y frir spninr 

party figures at the moment is 
the fact that the party's Enro- 
ME Jim Nicholson, confirmed 
a claim that he had had an af- 
fair with a married woman. 

In a statement Mr Nicholson 
said: “What started as a normal 
working relationship developed 


Air rage victim 
sues tour firm 


on ready 

trouble 


A FLIGHT attendantwbo was al- 
legedly attacked by a passenger 
plans to sue the holiday com- 
pany she worked forat the time: 

Fiona Web; 32, allegedly had 
a vodka bottle smashed ova* 
her head as she tried to deal 
with a passenger. The incident 
happened last October on an 
Airtours International flight to 
Malaga, Spain. 

In a statement released yes- 
terday her solidtoi; Iain Jenk- 
ins, said: “Fiona did not feel that 
her future lay with Airtours and 
was disappointed with some of 
the elements of their handling 
of her case. “We are currently 
preparing a legal case against 
Airtours." 

The stewardess, from Wim- 


by Lindsay Barnes 

bledon, south-west London, has 
since begun a new job with the . 
airline Flying Colours. , 

. Mr Jenkins of solicitors Lee 
and Priestley, based in Leeds, 
added: “She is busy trying to re- 
build her life after the terrible 
trauma she has endured.” 

A spokeswoman for Airtours 
said yesterday. “Vfe are pleased 
to see Fiona has sufficiently re- 
covered to resume her flying ca- 
reen We will do all we can to 
bring the matter to a satisfac- 
tory conclusion.” 

A 37-year-old British man 
has been charged and bailed by 
Spanish authorities in connec- 
tion with the incident 



n r;wnhi M 


ASrt «?•-■ 

its., 


Car insurance premiums are 
set to rise by as much as 30%. 
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into a dose relationship which 
ended some time ago. As for 
as my wife and I are con- 
cerned this matter is now 
finished." 

Hie particular political sig- 
nificance erf this lies in tee fact 
tbatm June Mr Nicholson win 
be seeking re-election as one 
of Northern Ireland’s three 
European MPs. In doing so he 
will be standing against tee De- 
mocratic Unionist Parly leader 
tee Rev Ian Paisley; who always 
tops European polls. 

The party’s anxiety is that 
some of its traditionally con- 
servative supporters will 
desert Mr Nicholson, thus 
boosting Mr Paisley’s showing. 



Monica Lewinsky arriving at Heathrow airport yesterday for her book tour 










is for bird 


HOME NEWS/7 


Lewinsky 
flies in to 
plug book 

By Andrew Buncombe 

MONICA LEWINSKY arrived Ln 
Britain last night to promote 
her authorised biography, 
which details her affcdr with 
President Bill Clinton 

Amid a scrum of photogra- 
phers at Heathrow airport. 
Miss Lewinsky was accompa- 
nied by several minders. She 
starts her promotional tour 
today with a book signing ses- 
sion at Harrods. 

The book. Monica's Story. 
has been written by the British 
former journalist Andrew 
Morton, who was also the 
biographer of D iana. Princess 
of Wales. The initial print run 
is 100.000 - unheard of for a 
hardback. 

In an interview with Time 
magazine Miss Lewinsky said 
she hoped the book would sell 
well. 

Tm going to be mtirised for 
saying this," she said, “but I 
want my book to do well. 1 
need to have the means to take 
care of myself for tee next few 
years. Therapy is not cheap." 
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Blair lacks 
courage, says 
Ashdown 
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PADDY ASHDOWN took his 
final conference bow as Liberal 
Democrat leader yesterday 
and warned his parly against 
cutting its ties with Labour 
after he quits as leaden 

The thorny issue of co- 
operating with the Govern- 
ment is expected to play a key 
role in the contest to elect his 
successor; which will start in 
the g limm er 

During his speech at the 
party’s spring conference in 
Edinburgh, Mr Ashdown 
defended the closeness by 
claiming it allowed his party 
greater influence. “We cannot 
do that s tanding on the touch- 
line. We can only do it playing 
on the field, " he said. 

More than at any time since 
the earliest years of this cen- 
tury the party could help to 
decide which path Britain 
took. He said Tony Blair had 
admitted the Liberal Democ- 
rats into co-operation on con- 
stitutional reform, where 
Labour is virtually Mowing an 
agenda set by the Liberals 
decades ago, and on European 
common foreign and defence 
issues. However though the 
co-operation message was 
clear from Mr Ashdown's text, 
he did not emphasise it in his 
delivery. Many of the L200 del- 
egates probably missed its 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 

significance, preferring the 
emotion of the farewell per- 
formance. 

During his speech he 
repeatedly derided the Gov- 
ernment for its “lads of ambi- 
tion”. Mr Ashdown cut short 
the standing ovation after only 
a couple of minutes, slipping 
out of a side-door marked 
“Exit”. He formally ceases to 
be leader on 9 August after the 
result of the ballot for a suc- 
cessor is declared . 

Mr Ashdown also reminded 
the party that its goals of Scot- 
tish and Welsh assemblies, 
fairer votes and reform of the 
Lords were dose to being 
achieved. “We are embarked 
an a new voyage to a new polit- 
ical world,” he said. But the 
liberal Democrats' aims for 
education, a better health ser- 
vice and an era where gov- 
ernment became servant 
rather than master would not 
be achieved unless the party 
had influence. 

“The changes we have 
begun could lead to a more 
open, more tolerant more lib- 
eral Britain - or they could be 
just another brief fluttering of 
hope, quickly lost through lack 
of ambition and a shortage of 


boldness in those who lead 
us.” By far the biggest 
applause during the 55-minute 
speech was for his call for fair- 
er voting for Westminster Not- 
ing that Mr Blair last Friday 
lauded PR for the Scottish 
Parliament elections as a 
“fairer system”, he went on: 
“Well, I say to the Prime Min- 
is ten if it's fairer for Scotland 
then it ought to be a fairer 
system for the rest of us.” 

Derisive of the Tories and 
Scottish nationalists, Mr Ash- 
down did not spare Mr Blair 
criticism, dnnhting his radical 

talk; and wiwtemning his b ring 

in thrall to media barons. 

“New Labour boasts that it 
roars like a lion. But far too fre- 
quently it squeaks like a 
mouse. I do not doubt New 
Labour’s good intentions. But 
I despair at their lack of ambi- 
tion. They tinker at the edges, 
but too little realty changes. We 
may get smaller classes for 
five to seven-year-olds - but 
onty by expanding them for 
eight to eleven-year-olds.” 

Mr Ashdown elevated the 
party's long-held commitment 
to raising income tax by lp in 
the pound for investment in 
education into a condition for 
Liberal Democrat support in 
tiie Scottish Parliament. Opin- 
ion polls point to the party 




Paddy Ashdown in valedictory mode at the Liberal Democrat spring conference in Edinburgh yesterday 


being kin gmaker after the 6 
May elections. 

“If you’re not interested in 
investing more in education 
then don’t even bother to pick 
up the phone,” he said. He 
confirmed that when Malcolm 
Bruce, the party’s Treasury 
spokesman, delivers his shad- 
ow Budget today, it will 


include a promise to increase 
pensions for the over-eighties 
by £4.75 a week. He will also 
advocate a graduated car tax, 
hitting the gas-guzzlers but 
scrapping duty for any car of 
l,600cc or under. 

Liberal Democrat leader- 
ship candidates have been 
under strict instructions not to 


cam pai gn op enly . But talk 
around the conference bars at 
the weekend was almost 
exclusively of the succession. 

Though at least eight 
names were being discussed, 
there will prohabty be no more 
than four or five on the ballot 
paper 

The candidates will form 


alliances in exchange for top 
posts. “If everybody stands 
well look bloody stupid.” one 
peer confided. 

As well as the favourite. 
Charles Kennedy, the final 
line-up is expected to indude 
Simon Hughes, a veteran of 
anti-Labour pavement poli- 
tics; one of the modernisers. 


John Voos 

either Don Fbsteror Nick Har- 
vey; and a sceptic of closer 
ties with new Labour, either 
Jackie Ballard or David Ron- 
del Nominations for the one- 
member-onc-vote ballot will 
open on 11 June - one day 
after the European Parlia- 
ment elections - and dose on 
28 June. 


WHO NEXT COULD LEAD THE PARTY OF GLADSTONE, LLOYD GEORGE, THORPE AND STEEL? 


Charles Kennedy 

ahead as the 
favourite that 

activists say B^gr B 

almost smell BraSStafjR 

passing when i 

he enters a 
hall. Backed by party 
grandees. With Scottish 
Home Rule, imminent, being 
the MP for Ross, Skye and 
Inverness West may be his 
biggest handicap. 

Odds: 2-1 


: Simon Hughes 

I The tradition- 
al liberal 
activist’s 
choice. The 
MP for South- 
wark and 
Bermondsey 
and a sniper 
at Ashdown’s 
Lib-Labbery. Dropped out of 
contest to be first elected 
mayor of London. Has kept 
a low profile. Seen by many 
as too much the old Liberal 
“pavement politician”. 

Odds: 100-30 


Don Foster 

Most prom- 
inent of the 
pro-coalition 
with Labour 
candidates, 
fully signed 
up to what is 
called "the 
Project" and 
dreaming of seat in Tony 
Blair's Cabinet. Teacher 
turned party education 
spokesman, he is expected 
to get the backing of young 
rising party stars. 

Odds: 10-1 




Nick Harvey 

Once said to 
have the 
backing of 
Paddy 

Ashdown. Has 
abandoned 
his euro- 
scepticism 
just in time 
for the contest. Defended 
his "Damascene conversion" 
saying the single currency 
had got off to a good start 
and Britain should be 
setting a date for entry. 
Odds: 5-1 


David Rendel 

Strong 
support 
among 
councillors. 

Trying to shed 
his bland 
image. Winner 
of the 

Newbury by- 
election, he won plaudits in 
holding the seat at the 
general election. Opposing 
further slide to Labour, he 
has made a modest impact 
lately defending pensioners. 
Odds: 10-1 


Jackie Ballard 

Would be a 
favourite if 
she had more 
Westminster 
experience. 

Elected for 
Taunton in 
1997, she is a 
good media 
performer. A critic of close 
ties with Labour, has the 
in-vogue style of a 
no-nonsense fighting 
woman epitomised by Ann 
Widdecombe. 

Odds: 15-1 


Malcolm Bruce 
Seen as very 
much an out- 
sider but he is 
a very 
experienced 
Commons 
performer 
who event- 
ually mastered 
his Treasury brief. As the MP 
for Gordon he suffers, like 
Charles Kennedy, from being 
a Scot, who is slightly adrift 
in the post Home Rule 
world. 

Odds: 20-1 


Menztes Campbell 

Will not 
commit 
himself unci! 
after the 6 
May elections. 

Popular in 
Scotland, the 
banister MP 
would have 
been a powerful figure in 
the Holyrood Parliament. 
However his age counts 
against him and the NE Fife 
MP’s moment for glory has 
probably passed. 

Odds: 5-1 


Commons watchdogs to 
press for greater powers 


MY FAMILY WOULD HAVE 

BEEN BETTER OFF 


Financially speaking, having an accident m becoming 111 can have serious long term effects on 
your standard of living. Six months off work and your employ or may ho under no obligation 
to keep paying you. So you*Te looking at government handouts. With State Incapacity Benefit a 
married man with one child Is expected to survive on £97.80* a weak. Could your family survive? 
They might find ft easier If you had a Norwich Union SafeGuard Income Protection poHcy behind you. 


THE CHAIRMEN of Commons 
select committees are to re- 
quest greater powers to hold 
the Government to account 
amid concern that Labour has 
sought to “neuter” them since 
taking office. 

A list of demands is being 
drawn up by Labour MPs who 
chair key committees. They 
are appalled at mounting evi- 
dence that ministers are threat- 
ening the independence of the 
Commons watchdogs. 

Yesterday Clare Short be- 
came the first cabinet minister 
to express concern at the con- 
troversy which was sparked by 
disclosures that Robin Cook, 
the Pbreign Secretary, was sent 
advance copies of three reports 
by the Bbreign Affairs Select 
Committee. 


BY Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 

Asked on BBC Radio 4 
whether she was worried that 
the Government was seen as 
“arrogant”, the Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment replied: “I would be 
worried if that was the per- 
ception. It isn’t the case and it 
mustn't be the case. Any sen- 
sible government must listen to 
Parliament and most listen to 
criticism in order to be a good 
government.” 

The Liaison Committee, 
which indudes the chairmen of 
all the Commons watchdogs, 
wants to reduce the influence 
of the party whips to choosing 
members of select committees 
and who chairs them. 


Tb reassert their indepen- 
dence, the MPs want greater 
powers to question ministers 
about government policies and 
spending plans. 

They also want to hold pub- 
lic hearings to vet people rim- 
sen by ministers for jobs such 
as hearing a quango or joining 
the Bank of England's Mone- 
tary Policy Committee. 

Yesterday Robert Sheldon, 
who chairs the Liaison Com- 
mittee^ warned ministers not to 
interfere in the MPs* work. He 
told GMTV’s Sunday Pro- 
gramme he condemned the 
practice of hanringdraft reports 
to ministers, as it allowed MPs 
to be “leant upon” before they 
agreed their final report 
“They must be free to come 
to their own conclusions and, if 


apyattempt is made to interfere 
with that independence, that is 
a most serious matter,” he said. 

Mr Sheldon also expressed 
concern after it emerged yes- 
terday that Lord Donou^aue, 
an Agriculture minister, was 
leaked a list of questions before ~ 
appearing before the Euro- • 
pean Scrutiny Committee. 4 

Tomorrow the Standards ' 
and Privileges Committee will ■ 
investigate the three leaks to 
Mr Cook. Michael Howard, i 
Conservative foreign af&ix? ? 
spokesman, dismissed Mr - 
Cook’s claims that he did noth- 
ing wito foe draft reportmtothe- 
arms to SSerra Leone afiaii; say- 
ing yesterday that he had used 
it to “get his retaliation in first” 
by briefing the media before its 
publication. 


v and you su**f*ed? lR hospital for sdvexri intotfigs. 
UBabfetD wo*.MwJong doyouti^ * 

would feep ymrr ’position open? So.vria* happen* ^ 
when the saSityriwsp:*' faiteto arftweat the 

of., the .month? WeR, cKMcei axe- youTlftoii 

mean youT have to appmtyw wilt and <^1 ; 
wtfh under £6,000 at yearn But there alternative . 
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‘Cash to disarm’ Pupils to be given 
offer by Britain shopping lessons J 
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OVERSEAS AID could be linked 
to disarmamen t in conflict- 
ridden countries under a radi- 
cal newpriity to be announced 
by Clare Short, the Secretary of 
State for International Devel- 
opment, tomorrow. 

The change will mean British 
aid money being used to fond 
human limits training for sol- 
diers in developing countries. 

In a speech on how the dim- 
ination of poverty can be linked 
to reform of military and police 
forces, Ms Short will set out a 
range of initiatives planned by 
her department, by the Foreign 
Office and by foe Ministry of 
Defence. 

Action to reduce the number 
of children fighting in wars will 
be taken through the United 
Nations and other international 
bodies. Programmes will be 
set up to stop the proliferation 
of small arms, which are avail- 
able in enormous numbers in 
Africa. 

More human rights training 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

will be provided by the De- 
partment of International 
Development 

The department intends to 
ensure armies are folly under 
the control of civilian govern- 
ments. It also wants to dis- 
courage excessive military 
spending as well as helping to 
support peace-keeping efforts 
in countries that have been hit 
by wars. 

“It is foe poor who are most 
vulnerable to bring pushed 
around by 21-train ed mSitaiy 
and apupt policemen. Getting 
security sectors to become 
more consistent with develop- 
ment fo an important objective,” 
one official said. 

The foreign affair s think- 
tank Saferworid welcomed foe 
move but said other govern- 
ment departmBifeinig feiiotbe 1 
as keen as Ms Short’s team on 

disarmament 


CHILDREN AS yo ung as five 
could be given lessons to make 
thrin more discerning shop- 
pers. the Government said yes- 
terday. They would be taught to 
compare food prices, to under- 
stand labels and about their 
legal rights. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry is producing a 
“consumer strategy" that will 
look at foe advice and infor- 
mation available to shoppers. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
are considering how to reach 
people of all ages and how they 

can get a better unders tanding 
of all foe information available 
to them. This could be done in 
a number of ways, inclu ding fa 

loiHIAnl n 


The Consumer Affairs min- 
ister; Kim Howells, told The 
Sunday Telegraph: “-We want to 
prepare children for purchas- 
ing and assessing what is a 
good buy. 

“Giving them Information 
could help them make choices 


By Jackie stoker * Vd 

about healthy eating and pre-J 
pare them for buying pensions^ 
“The way to get the be^j 
price and the best-quaBtygoodftJ 
is by pushing up the quaPty'^ 
consumer demand and 
trodudng an outside element dg 
competition." m 

The idea is. unlikely toggp 
ceive unconditional sup{§g£i 
fram teachers, who arealrei§H| 
worried that their time is ov|jBl 
loaded by the demands of SK|j 
national curriculum. - « 
A National Union oHfeacM 
ers spokesman said foe ideas! 
was “terrific" but that it weny 
outside foe nationri qirifedlum^ 
“The problem is there are orija 
24 hours in a day" he added-jsj 
A Department for. EducatkB|| 
and Employment spokesnauB 
said: “There are no plans rajj 

make these lessons part of thg 

statutory curriculum but 
might be useful in-prepuispl 
children for adult life” \ ' 
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Toxic dumps: official inquiry ordered 
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Diane Tomkinson and daughter Bethany at the toxic dump near their home 

Nearby homes 
infested with 
ies all 


Tim Smith/Guzelian 


MINISTERS have commis- 
sioned a study into reports that 
mothers living within two miles 
of toxic waste dumps are much 
more likely than normal to 
have babies with birth defects. 

Research has found the ap- 
parent link between the defects 
and landfill sites where toxic 
waste is buried. Other studies 
have backed it up. The health 
and environment departments 
called experts to a meeting last 
month and a two-year project 
is being set up to identify fee ex- 
tent of the problem. 

Co mmuni ty campaig n 
groups say their areas have suf- 
fered higher-than-expected 
numbers of ailments such as 
heart defects and gastroschisis. 
where a child is born with in- 
testines outside the body. They 
also complain of stomach up- 
sets, asthma and sore throats. 
In same areas, groups say their 
lives are made a misery by flies 
and appalling smells. 

There are 270 dumps li- 
censed to bury toxic or ‘•spe- 
cial” waste such as arsenic, 
cadmium or cyanide in the UK, 
and there are no rules to pre- 
vent them being sited near 


By Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

houses. The new study will be 
done by the Small Area Health 
Statistics Unit at Imperial Col- 
lege, London, and will also look 
at the incidence of cancer near 
lanrifiH sites. 

Environmental campaign- 
ers and opposition MPs say 
Labour has failed to imple- 
ment a pre-election promise to 
give the public full access to in- 
formation on pollution. 

Matthew Tayloc the Liberal 
Democrat environment spokes- 
man, introduced a “Right to 
Know” BiQ in Parliament last 
week. Although it has no 
chance of success, he hopes 
it will test the government's 
resolve. 

Mike Childs, senior pollution 
campaigner for Friends of the 
Earth, said some community 
groups that raised the issue had 
not been taken seriously. 

“It seems common sense 
that if you dump toxic waste in 
a hole in the ground then it's 
going to cause problems,” he 
said. “Communities do not even 
have the right to know what 



Matthew Taylor: Tabled a 
Hight to Know’ Bill 

chemicals are being dumped in 
landfill sites ” 

A European directive ex- 
pected to be finalised shortly 
will ban disposal of hazardous 
and non-hazardous waste on 
the same sites. 

A report published in The 
Lancet last summer by the 
London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine studied 21 
waste sites across the UK and 
Europe. It found a 33 per cent 
higher risk of defects including 
spina bifida, heart disease and 


gastroschisis. A bigger study in 
.the United States found a 12 per 
cent higher chance of major 
birth defects within a mile of a 
dump site. But other research 
done abroad has not supported 
the findings. 

Farther studies near two 
sites in the Rhondda by the Uni- 
versity of Wales College of Med- 
icine in Cardiff concluded more 
research was urgently needed. 
The college's team is now look- 
ing at whether women living 
near toxic landfill sites take 
longer to conceive. 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Environment, 
Transport and toe Regions, 
which commissioned the new 
study with the Department of 
Health, said the London re- 
search could not be applied 
here because British landfill 
sites were better engineered. 
The high incidence of abnor- 
mality could have other caus- 
es. she suggested 

"The research didn't actually 
conclude there was any prob- 
lem,” she said. “It just said 
there might be. In Europe they 
do not have as much regulation 
as we do.” 
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D^ane TOMKINSON lives a 
mile from the Peckfield landfill 
site in MlcMefield, West \brk- 
shire. When her daughter 
. was a year old she was 
diagnosed with a heart mumme 
Bethany, now two and a had 
does all the things other chil- 
dren do and the doctors hope 
her condition will right itself as 
she fero ws olden But she be- 
comes breathless easily and her 
parents fear there may be a link 

between her illness and the 
nearby tip. 

People in Micklefield have 
campaigned a gains t the tip, 
saying it causes terrible smells 
and that their houses are full of 
flies, even in winter. They say 
the rubbish is piled so high it 
blocks the fight from bouses just 
yards away on the other side of 
a road. • 4 

“It’s horrendous," Mrs 
Tomkinson said. ‘Tt was only 
quite recently that I heard on 
the news about these prob- 
lems. You can never prove it 
but it does make you wonder 
“I think in 10 or 15 years they 
will turn round and say they 
were wrong to put the tip 
there.” 

Mrs Tbmkinsan is expecting 
her second child in May and so 
far there is no indication of any 
problem. 

Kerry Huntley spent the last 
three months before the birth 
of her firet child wondering 


year 


By Fran Abrams 


whether her daughter would 
survive. 

Cleo was born with gas- 
troschisis, which was high- 
lighted by a scan, and her 
intestines and stomach were 
outside her abdomen when she 
was delivered by Caesarean 
seption a month early 

“We couldn't plan anything. 
I felt like I had something grow- 
ing inside me but I couldn't 
bond,” said Mrs Huntley. “She 
was six weeks in hospital before 
ghp came home and even then 
she only weighed five or six 
pounds." 

Fortunatefy for the Hunt- 
leys, an operation to correct the 
defect was successful and Cleo 
is now a healthy seven-yearald. 

Three years after the birth 
they heard that an unusually 
high number of children born 
near the Nant-y-Gwyddtm land- 
fill site near Tbqypancfy in toe 
Rhondda \fe n ey South Wales, 
had similar problems. 

Although there is no proof 
that Cleo’s ailment was caused 
by the site, just a quarter of a 
mile from toe Huntleys' home, 
.they suspect there might be a 
link. 

Families in the area have 
complained that toe smell from 
the site makes them nauseous, 
~-*d they are campaigning for 
toe tip to be dosed. 


ANNTRENEMAN 

Sadly I had to miss the 
Barbie Women of 
Achievement Birthday Ball 
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g China denies US 
C( nuclear ‘spy’ claim 

THE STRAINED relations be- By MARY DEJEVSKY acknowledged “a serious se- oology as a blow to US securi- 

tween the United States and in Washington curity problem” at the nation- ty, others saw purely political in- 

A China looked likely to deterio- al nudear laboratories dating terests in play at a lime when 

rate after US claims that China most advanced nudear war- from die mid-Eighties and ad- suspicions between the US and 

/ ■ developed a miniaturised nu- head. 'Hie espionage was de- mitted that the a dminis tration China are mounting. Issues 
/ 1 clear warhead femi technology tected, according to the was too slow to address it such as human rights and Tai- 
M stolen from a secret American, newsraoec onlv after the CIA David Learosookesman for the wan are back on the agenda. 
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THE STRAINED relations be- 
tween the United States and 
China looked likely to deterio- 
rate after US riainu? that China 
developed a miniaturised nu- 
clear warhead from technology 
stolen from a secret American 
nuclear laboratory. 

The allegations elicited de 
Dials from Peking, nails lor an 
investigation in Washington 
and cautious admissions of 
shortcomings from senior US 
officials, who disclosed that 
top-level inquiries were already 
in train. The chairman of the 
Senate intelligence committee, 
Richard Shelby, promised hear- 
ings to determine the truth of 
the charges. 

According to The New York 
Times, a Chinese spy operating 
at the Los Alamos nuclear 
weapons laboratory in New 
Mexico in the Eighties had 
stolen, among other secrets, a 
technological blueprint for the 
W-88, described as America’s 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

most advanced nudear war- 
head. The espionage was de- 
tected, according to the 
newspaper; only after the CIA 
analysed results of China’s nu- 
dear tests a decade later and 
found disturbing similarities. 

The paper said that a sus- 
pect had been identified in 1996 
and given a lie detector test last 
month, which he failed. But he 
was not arrested. According to 
yesterday’s Washington Post, 
he is a Taiwan-born American 
who has worked on classified 
weapons designs at Los Alam- 
os for almost two decades. 

The New York Times report 
suggests the Clinton adminis- 
tration kept the case quiet so as 
not to derail Washington’s ob- 
jective of building a “strategic 
partnership” with Peking. Yes- 
terday, the US National Secu- 
rity Adviser; Sandy Bergen 


acknowledged “a serious se- 
curity problem” at the nation- 
al nudear laboratories dating 
from the mid-Eighties and ad- 
mitted that the a dminis tration 
was too slow to address it 
David Leayy spokesman for the 
security council, said an inves- 
tigation was in progress “to de- 
termine if there was criminal 
conduct and we continue to as- 
sess the implications for na- 
tional security”. 

The Energy Secretary Bill 
Richardson - whose depart- 
ment is responsible for Los 
Alamos - said that “major re- 
forms were instituted in Octo- 
ber 1998, a month after I came 
in” to the post This was, in fact, 
eight months after Mr Clinton 
had ordered tighter security al 

the laboratories. 

Experts were divided yes- 
terday about the import of the 
latest New York Times claims. 
While some described the ap- 
parent theft of the W-68 tech- 


nology as a blow to US securi- 
ty others saw purely pofitical in- 
terests in play at a time when 
suspicions between the US and 
China are mounting. Issues 
such as human rights and Tai- 
wan are back on the agenda, 
and a visit to China last week 
by the US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, brought 
no new detente. China has 
been incensed over the possi- 
bility that the US could extend 
a nudear “shield" to Taiwan. 

Peking protested yesterday 
that the spying charges were 
groundless and politically mo- 
tivated The Fbreign Minister. 
Tang Jiaxuan, described the 
New York Times report as ir- 
responsible and without basis. 
“There are some people,” he 
said, “who want to stop the 
United States from exporting , 
normal high-technology prod- 
ucts to China. I think that this 
win not be beneficial to the in- j 
terests of the United States.” 



‘Compassionate conservative’ George W Bosh arriving at the Second Baptist Church in Houston yesterday AP 


Deal ends 31st March. 
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Bush team 
set for tilt at 
White House 


GEORGE W BUSH, by far the 
most likely Republican candi- 
date for the White House in 
next year's election, was due to 
unveil the team that will spear- 
head his political preparations 
yesterday. 

Mr Bush had confirmed last 
week that he would form a 
Presidential Exploratory Com- 
mittee. If he wins the Republi- 
can nomination then he will 
pn^abty face Al Gore, tiie Vice- 
President and most likely De- 
mocratic candidate, in 2000. 

Mr Bush, 52, is sometimes 
referred to as just “Dubya" to 
distinguish him from his fathen 
the former president He has 
become known as a highly suc- 
cessful Governor of Texas who 
was re-elected by a landslide 
last year. He calls himself a 
“compassionate conservative" 
to distinguish himself from the 
party’s ideological right wing. 

The evidence from his se- 
lection of advisers is that be is 
actively courting just about 
every possible constituency in 
America. 

JC Watts, the only black Re- 
publican in Congress, was ex- 
pected to be on the team. So 
was Henry Bonilla, the first Re- 
publican Hispanic to be elect- 
ed to Congress from Texas. 

Jennifer Dunn, a Republican 
of Washington state, was the 
first woman of either party to 
run for Majority Leader in the 
House of Representatives and 
was vice-chair of tiie House Re- 
publican Conference. 

There is a Mid-Westerner, 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Austin 

Michigan Governor John En- 
gler, and a Southerner, Repub- 
lican Senator Paul Coverdale 
from Georgia- 

Mr Bush spent much of the 
weekend speaking to the Sec* 
, ond Baptist Church in Houston, 
Texas's largest church and one 
of the biggest in the country. Se- 
curing the support of the reli- 
gious right wiO be crucial. He 
has also been assisted by Ralph 
Reed, the highly influential for- 
mer executive director of the 
Christian Coalition, in making 
connections in North Carolina. 
That is the home state of Eliz- 
abeth Dole; Mr Bush’s chief op- 
ponent for the Republican 
candidacy. Mr Bush's staff ap- 
pointments. too, have been 
highly professional and are 
dearly well thought-out They 
leave little doubt either that he 
will run. or that Ids strategy will 
be to try to swing the whole 
party behind him. 

Maria Cino. who ran the Na- 
tional Republican Congres- 
sional Committee when the 
Republicans captured control of 
the Congress in 1994, win be his 
political director. His chief 
strategist in Austin is Karl 
Rove, a Republican operative 
who was behind Mr Bush's 
landslide victory last year. His 
chief fund-raiser will be Don 
Evans, a Texan businessman 
who is charged with the task of 
raising $25m (£I5.6nD for the 
candidate in short order. 


Judge hands out 
pop- punishment; 
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HE IS a hand man, is Judge Paul 
Sacco. You would not want to 
get caught playing music too 
loud in the Colorado town he 
caffs home, because the judge 
might get mad. And when he 
gets mad, he gets even. 

Judge Sacco makes noise of- 
fenders attend monthly ses- 
sions to play them some music 
of his own, and it is not music 
that a teenage tearaway wants 
to hear. There is *Tm going to 
leave Old Durham towtf, by the 
bearded English fblkster Roger 
Whittaker, for instance, and 
“Tie a Yeffow Ribbon Round the 
Old Oak ’nee” by the 70s combo 


By Andrew Marshall g jS 

Tbny Orlando and Dawn. Foe-yp 
the real hardcore offenders^’ '■ 
there are bagpipes. 

It is aimed at youngsters who 
cruise the street with their car 
stereos at full blast Hie treat- 
ment works, it appears. *Tm not 
going to jam no more,” said 
David Mascarenas, 17. u l took 
my stereo out altogether: I toot 
want to be hassled no more." 

The judge's own composi- 
tion, “Pm Sleeping in My Car", ~ 
is in there, as are Dean Martin, ’ 
Henry Mandni and John Den- 
vec It does not sound like fun. 


Hugh O'Shaughnessy 

Stopping money laundering 
is part of a misguided, 
unwinnable war on drugs 
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Old colonial rivals aim for new co-operation 


A BRITISH Fbreign Secretary 
and a French Fbreign Minister 

will this week host in Abujan an 

unprecedented meeting of en- 
voys from the two countries, in 
a symbolic gesture designed to 
show that a new era of co- 
operation is replacing the long 
historical rivalry between 
Af^pa’s two dominant former 
colonial powers. 

About 10 ambassadors from 
each side, posted in countries 
aQ over sub-Saharan Africa, 


by Rupert cornwe™. 

are expected to attend the 
Ivory Coast conference on 
Thursday. 

It will be hosted by Robin 
Cook and his counterpart Hu- 
bert Vedrine, andwill be the cli- 
max of a joint mission fay the 
two men to Ghana and then 
Ivoiy Coast, former British and 
French colonies in West Africa, 
during which they will meet the 

respective leaders, Fligh t Lieu- 


tenant Jewry Rawlings and 
Henri Bddie. 

The initiative flows from last 
December's Anglo-French 
summit in St Malo, France, 
where Jacques Chirac and 
Tuny Blair laid the foundation 
of what they intend to be a 
specifically European foreign 
policy and defence identity 

It will be built around co- 
operation between the EITs 
two most influential global pow- 
ers, who are the only European 


nations with nuclear weapons. 

It could lead to greater aid 
from the EU to Africa, and 
greater co-operation at indi- 
vidual embassies in African 
countries where either Britain 
or France is not represented - 
even to the point of joint em- 
bassies in some countries. 

The initiative meshes with 
efforts to boost links between 
the Commonwealth and la 
Francophonie, the association 
of French-speaking countries, 


mostly former French colonies, 
scattered around the world. 

Both countries also hope 
trade benefits will flow along the 
lines of a recent ClSOm contract 
won by the British TCI group 
for port development in Ivory 
Coast, traditionally the fiefdom 
of French companies. 

Before teaming up with Mr 
Vedrine in Ghana, Mr Cook 
will spend two days in Nigeria, 
where he will meet Nigeria's 
president-elect, Olusegun 


Obasaqjo and Ttejan Kahhah. 
fee elected President of Sierra 
Leone who is being kept in 
power only by the Nigerian-led 
Ecomog force. 

The Fbreign Secretary will 
be assuring Nigeria that the re- 
turn of civilian rule will mean 
greater Western financial as- 
sistance, and easing of sanc- 
tions. 

In the case of Sierra Leone, 
source of so much embarrass- 
ment to Mr Cook over the past 


12 months, he win be desperate 
to ensure that Ecomog, the 
one barrier against the savage 
Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) rebels, does not pull 
out too quickly. 

British officials do not hide 
how much is riding on a suc- 
cessful transition to democra- 
cy by Nigeria. “If Nigeria can 
get it right the rising water will 
lift all boats in the region. If it 
goes wrong then the whole 
continent will suffer;" said one. 



Nigeria's president-elect. 
Olusegun Obasanjo 
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BY ROBERT FlSK 
Middle East Correspondent 

FIRST KING Hussein of Jordan, 
then the Emir of Bahrain. Only 
10 weeks into 1999 and the 
Grim Reaper is moving at 
speed through the Middle East 
(Abdullah Ocalan could yet join 
his guests, but we must wait). 

Sheikh Issa bin Salman al- 
N^alifa of Bahrein died of a 
heart attack at 65 on Saturday, 
five minutes after a meeting 
with US Defense Secretary 
William Cohen - and the par- 
allels with the late Plucky Lit- 
tle King of Jordan were 
breathtaking 

A friend of the West, a '‘true 
ally of Britain" - this from the 
BBC - a “very great friend- a 
warm, generous spirit with a 
light in his eyes" -thfe from Mr 
Cohen who had minutes earli- 
er persuaded the Emir to bqy 
a further £6.5m of air-to-air 
missiles (profits to Hughes and . 
Raytheon Co, USA). 

The Sheikh was buried with- 
in hours, his body wrapped in 
a cotton shroud and 10,000 
mourners weeping as he was 
interred at the royal cemetery 
'Tgftiffaa. 

^His successor? For King Ab- 
dullah the Second of Jordan, 
military commander, Sand- 
hurst cadet and US graduate, 
read the Emir Hamad of 
Bahrain, military commander; 
Sandhurst cadet (after the 
Mons Officer Cadet School, 
Aldershot) and US graduate 
(US Army Command and Staff 
College, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas). 

Sheikh Hamad used to send 



Sheikh al-Khalifa: Died of 
a heart attack, aged 65 

in the armoured cars against 
Shia rioters in Bahrain, those 
who demanded a restoration of 
the demoeraticpariiament that 
the late Sheikh Issa dissolved 
in 1975, suspending the consti- 
tution for good measure at the 
same time. 

Sheikh Issa regarded Britain 
as an old friend - so much so 
he used Britain as a dumping 
ground for his political prison- 
ers - and thought so highly of 
our constabulary he appointed 
the sinister ex-Spedal Branch 
man Ian Henderson - a true 
Scot, who earned his colours 
“fighting” the Mau Man in 
Kenya - as his head of securi- 
ty (Henderson’s torture cham- 
bers have entertained many a 
Bahraini Shia opponent). 

And the Royal Navy was al- 
ways welcome. The US Fifth 
Fleet was even more welcome; 
ft was, after all, headquartered 



King Abdullah of Jordan (left) offered condolences to Bahrain’s new Emu; Sheikh Hamad 


in Bahrain. Indeed, the securi- 
ty pact between Bahrain and 
Washington became one of the 
hnch-pins of Bahrain’s securi- 
ty as its American and British 
allies repeatedly warned the 
fun-loving Emir of the dangers 
of Iranian “ftiT nianumtatism * 
and then of aggression from 
Iraq (the Emir's - and our - old 
friend when Saddam was in- 
vading Iran). 

US pilots and our very own 
RAF bqys took off from the 
pseudo-secret air base in 
southern Bahrain to bomb the 
Iraqis in 199L And for this, we 
were very grateful. The late 


& 

Emir was not arched man. He 
rarely employed capital pun- 
ishment he had a sense of hu- 
mour and enjoyed Western 
company - especially the fe- 
male flight attendants who 
sunned themselves on the 
Sheikh’s personal beach from 
which ordinary Bahrainis were 
banned. 

When it was obvious that 
Bahrain’s oil reserves would 
run out within 10 years, he 
shrewdly created a new Gulf 
free banking zone and trade 
sector; marred only by the vio- 
lence that took 40 lives since 
1994, provoked by the lack of 


democracy on Bahrain’s 265 
square miles of 35 tiny islands. 

In its jail languishes today 
Sheikh Abdul Amir aKJamri (on 
trial for spying and incitement), 
whose son Mansour yesterday 
paid his condolences to the 
new Elmir Hamad in the hope 
that he would “open a new 
page of reconciliation with the 
Bahraini opposition". 

Perhaps he wilL But Hamad 
has promised a continuation of 
his father's policies and is a 
tough guy when it comes to 
putting dmvn dissent As for the 
Americans, they will, of course, 
back the Emir Hamad. His fa- 


ther; Mr Cohen said, had given 
“steady support for the efforts 
of the United States to promote 
peace in the region”. 

Indeed he had. And while 
Washington has been plotting 
the overthrow of Saddam and 
demanding “democracy” for 
the Iraqi people, Mr Cohen 
said nothing about the lack of 
democracy in Bahrain. 

Nor about the rather less 
than democratic Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia where he arrived 
at the weekend, another Amer- 
ican ally whose king may soon 
be visited by the Grim Reapec 
■ In Baghdad, the official news- 


Hason JamalHAP 


paper of Iraq’s ruling Baath 
Parly. al-Thawra, said yester- 
day: “The cause of [the Emir's] 
death ... was the harsh words 
he heard from the US Defease 
Secretary, William Cohen.” The 
newspaper quoted anonymous 
sources in Cyprus as saying: 
“The Emir was very affected." 

Another Iraqi newspaper; 
BabU, also noted the timing of 
the emir's death. “We wonder; 
what did Cohen tell the late 
Emir so he caused the man a 
heart attack,” said the paper 

It is owned by President 
Saddam's son, Odai. (AP) 
Obituary, Review, page 6 


Khatami 
ventures 
out into 
Europe 


By Paul bompard 
in Rome 


WHEN MOHAMMED Kfcitami 
arrives in Rome tomorrow, lie 
will be the first Iranian head of 
state to visit Western Europe 
since the 1979 revolution top- 
pled the Shah and swept 
Ayatollah Khomeini to power. 

During his three-dav offi- 
cial visit he will meet the 
Italian President. Oscar Luigi 
Scalforo, and the Prime Minis- 
ter; Massimo D'Alema, in an ef- 
fort to establish a dialogue with 
the West A meeting with the 
Pope is also scheduled. 

Mr Khatami arrives in Italy, 
the European country most 
open to his regime, with his for- 
eign minister, the minister for 
mines and metals, and the min- 
ister for energy, who is direct- 
ly responsible for oil exports. A 
goal will be to pave the way for 
new trade agreements. 

Italy imports much of its oil 
from Iran. Last year, Lamber- 
to Dini was the first European 
foreign minister to visit Tehran, 
and the Italian state energy 
group EN1 has just signed a 
contract with Iran to tap oil- 
fields in the Persian Gull 

But Mr Khatami’s visit has 
prompted sharp criticism from 
some Italian MPs, union 
organisations and women’s 
groups, and from representa- 
tives of the almost 500,000 
Iranians living in Europe. 

Nevertheless Mr Khatami’s 
reception at the highest official 
level implies that the Italian 
government is willing to accept 
the recent reforms in Iran as 
genuine. Mr Dini said: “We 
must ensure that Khatami and 
his government are welcomed 
in the West and make them 
feel we do not wish to isolate 
Iran." 

Mr Khatami, in whose coun- 
try a Catholic minority is tol- 
erated, will meet the Pope on 
Thursday. A Vatican official 
said: “The Pope’s policy has al- 
ways been that dialogue is 
preferable to isolation." 
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Celebrate Disney/Pixar’s A Bug’s Life with a free 
CD-ROM from Cabie & Wireless internet Lite. 

If. crawling with movie trailer,, bloopera. gemee. an off-line internet guided tour. 
and more . h also helps you get on the Internet for real with Cable & Wireless 
Internet Lite, so you can have even more fun at www.bugslife.co.uk then e-mall all 
"unfriends! It's easy with Internet Lite. There’s no hassle and no monthly fee, just 
^nce-Tnly £10 p^enc. So get the Internet bug by calling for your free CD-ROM 

pack quoting ref. RAPB. 

FreeCall 0800 0923 018 



CABLE A WIRELESS 


Refugee 
disaster 
at sea 
kills 40 


By Phil Davison 
ill Mianii 


THEY WERE almost within 
sight of the Land of the Free, 
off the coast of Palm Beach, 
Florida, one of the wealthiest 
areas of America. Theywere 40- 
odd Haitians, fleeing the poor- 
est country in the hemisphere, 
on two leaky wooden fishing 
boats sailing side-by-side. 

Only three of those on board 
made it, plucked from the At- 
lantic by the US Coast Guard 
after both boats capsized. Res- 
cuers gave up the search for the 
others early yesterday; saying 
they feared about 40 had 
drowned in what was the worst 
illegal immigrant disaster off 
Florida. 

A Coast Guard spokesman 
said the immigrants had fled 
Haiti and had readied the Ba- 
hamas, where they worked fi- 
lially to earn at least £1^00 to 
be smuggled to the US. 

They were within 30 miles of 
Palm Beach when one of the 
Jwats sprang a leak on Satur- 
day night As the 18 refugees, 
who were a few hundred yards 
from the shore, tried to scram- 
ble on to the other boat, hold- 
ing 25 people, it capsized. Some 
could not swim. Others dung to 
debris. 

The crew of a freighter 
heard screams but could see no 
one. They called the Coast 
Guard, who used night virion 
goggles to locate the survivors 
clinging to an oil drum. 


Allied Irish Bank (GB) interest rates. 


Current Accounts: Interest paid quarterly 

Business Plus 

Irtsunt access. £250.000 

£100,000 
- £50.000 

£10,000 

High Interest Cheque 

Iruunt access. £10,000 

£2,500 

Current Extra 

Inuam access. £10,000 

£500 

CURRENT RATES 

(Eifcaivi- foin ckx ofhirinev, 

GrossYi* N«%* AER%- 

2.90 2.32 2.93 

2.35 1.88 2.37 

1.75 1.40 1.76 

1.25 1.00 1.26 

2.25 1.80 2.27 

1.00 0.80 1.00 

0.50 0.40 0.50 

0.25 0.20 0.25 

PREVIOUS RATES 

(ILtrcctwr linni xl* 1 *,' * 1 , *a*. 

Gross*/ •• Net*/!* AER 0 ..- 

3.40 2.72 3.44 

2. 85 2.2S 2.88 

2.25 1.80 2.27 

1.75 1.40 1.7m 

2.75 2.2o 2.7S 

1.5o l.2'» 1.31 

0.50 0.40 u.5o 

0.25 ii.2o 0.25 

Savings Accounts: Interest paid annually 
Hieh Interest Investment £100.000 

4.50 

3.60 

4.58 

5.00 

4.00 

5.oo 

days notice. 

£50,000 

4.00 

3.20 

4.06 

4.50 

3.oO 

4.58 

£25,000 

3.25 

2.60 

3.29 

3.75 

3.oo 

3.80 


£10.000 

2.50 

2.00 

2.52 

3.00 

2.40 

3.03 


£5.000 

1.75 

1.40 

1.76 

2.25 

J.NU 

■> 17 


£2.500 

0.75 

0.60 

0.75 

1.25 

1.00 

13> 

Summit 

7 days notice. 

£100,000 

2.75 

2.20 

2.75 

3.25 

2.01 1 

5.25 

£50,000 

£25,000 

2.25 

1.80 

2.25 

2.75 

2.20 

2.75 


1.75 

1.40 

1.75 

2.25 

1.SO 

2.25 


£10.000 

0.75 

0.60 

0.75 

1.00 

0.80 

1 .1 it 1 


£5,000 

0.50 

0.40 

0.50 

0.75 

O.riO 

0.75 

Demand Deposit 

Instant access. 

£50.000 

1.15 

0.92 

1.15 

1.(0 

1.32 

1.65 

Z25.0O0 

0.75 

0.60 

0.75 

1.00 

H.RCI 

1.00 


£5.000 

0.50 

0.40 

0.50 

o.75 

o.ou 

0.75 


£1,000 

0.25 

0.20 

0.25 

0.25 

0.20 

0.25 


D 

0.25 

0.20 

0.25 

0.25 

u.2o 

0.25 

TESSA- 

— 

5.25 

— 

5.49 

5.75 

— 

6.01 

Follow-up TESSA 

£5,000 

5.30 

— 

5.66 

6 J HI 

— 

fr.lo 

£3,000 • 

5.00 

— 

5.11 

5.50 

— 

5.06 

Account no Longer available 
to new customers 

£10,000 

2.25 

1.80 

2.27 

2.25 

1.80 

2.27 

Premier 55 

£2,000 

1.50 

1.20 

1.51 

1.50 

1.2o 

1.5 i 

£1 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 

0.25 


Gross rate: the interest rate before deduction of lower rate m. 

Net rate: the imeresr rate after deduction of lower rate tax. 

AER rate: the interest rate as if paid and compounded on an annual bjsis. 
High Interest Investment Account; interest paid quarterly. 

TESSAs: Current rates effective from close of business 9/2/W. 

Previous rates effective from close of business 11/1 <*W. 



Voted Britain’s best business bank three times in a row. 

(Source: 1994, 1996, 1998 Forum of Private Business biennial surveys.) 

AScV Irish Biiii ICSJI is a trade nsak iKd under kmnr by All! Croup (UK; jvLf ij whulh mml niNakav oi'Altkil Irish bonks. jUx- r. 
incorporated m Northern Iretmd.RcpNrn.’d Qflbv 4 Queen*' Square, Bdfre BTl ILuj^steied Nunibet Nl 1-SSm. 
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German 

Greens 

castigate 

leaders 
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nations that 
are totally lost 


City Life 

TASHKENT 


GERMANY’S GREENS con- 
fronted themselves yesterday 
with the question of whether 
they were ready for govern- 
ment, and answered with a re- 
sounding No. 

At a weekend party confer- 
ence, the delegates rounded on 
the only Green politician who 
had distin guished Viiwisatf in 
government, heaped abuse on 
their coalition partners, the 
Social Democrats, and tinned 
their backs on calls to reform 
the movement, whose rules 
date back to the days of flower 
power 

Joschka Fischer, the For- 
eign Minister who had urged 
the party to modernise its 

Cumbersome ri nrisiwn-malring 

process, was accused of plotting 
a putsch. In a resolution 
adopted by an overwhelming 
majority, the Social Democrats 
were attacked for their 
“provocative and extortionist 
behaviour” in the nuclear de- 
bate. Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroder's ‘indecisiveness’* 
also came in for criticism, and 
his government was ordered to 
ban the reprocessing of nu- 
clear waste and start phasing 
out nudear power immofiately. 

The Greens’ party confer- 
ence tame in the wake of a se- 
ries of setbacks, cuhninating in 
the Red-Green coalition’s un- 
expected defeat last month in 
regional elections in Hesse. 
Compared with their share of 
12 per cent of the votes a year 
ago, the Greens are now scor- 
ing about 6 per cent Their En- 
vironment Minister, Jurgen 
Trittin, has been humiliated by 
Mr SchrOder’s parly after he 
had attempted to start phasing 
out nuclear energy fester than 
his coalition partners were pre- 
pared to move As a result of the 
defeat at Hesse, Green pro- 
posals for reforming Ger- 
many's nationality law look 
likely to be watered down. 


By Imre Karacs 

in Berlin 

These reversals add up to a 
picture of the Green army in full 
retreat, but they are still refus- 
ing to concede that there might 
be something wrong with the 
strategy or the battle formation. 
The delegates bad gone to then- 
conference in Erfurt to pre- 
pare for the coming European 
elections, and not to bear crit- 
icism of their movement 

Only Mr Fischer; the Green 
politician with the highest pop- 
ularity among voters, was pre- 
pared to suggest that the 
movement could do with some j 
updating. He was heard out in 
icy silence. “We have to com- 
bine our visions with what it is 
actually possible to achieve,” 
Mr Fischer told the meeting. 
“We have to learn how to gov- 
ern and how to go out and 
campaign.” 

As always, Mr Fischer thinks 
he knows the answers. The 
Social Democrats had been 

ahlft to o utflank- him and his ml- 

leagues because Green minis- 
ters had no power to take 
decisions without going 
through tedious procedures for 
internal consultation. What the 
party needed, the Foreign Min- 
ister said, was dear leadership 
structures and less tokenism. 
Unlike other parties, the 
Greens have “spokespersons", 
rather than leaders, though no 
one really disputes Mr Fisch- 
er’s role as primus interpares. 

His comrades nevertheless 
interpreted his intervention as 
an attempt to grab an undis- 
puted leadership role. “This 
makes me absolutely mad,” 
said parliamentary whip Ker- 
stin Mailer. “We all know that 
when the Greens talk of struc- 
ture reform it’s all about a bat- 
tle fix’ power;” she said. Ms 
MQUer received sustained ap- 
plause for her contribution. 



The Place de la Concorde, where traffic is to be restricted in favour of pedestrians John Gooch/ Rex 

Paris to curb cars in its 
most beautiful square 


THE PLACE de la Concorde 
claims, with some reason, to be 
the most beautiful square in 
the world. For tourists and 
pedestrians it is a ni ghtmare 
- an automotive Jacuzzi sepa- 
rating the Champs Elysdes 
from the Tbfleries gardens 
and the Louvre. 

To reach the Egyptian 
obelisk in the centre, roughly 
marking the spot where. Louis 

XVI, Marie Antoinette and 
Robespierre were executed, 
you have to run the gauntlet of 
acres of snarling, coLoux*blind 
traffic. 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

Now the old square is to 
undergo another revolution. 
The Mayor of Paris, Jean 
Tiberi, will present plans 
tomorrow to banish cars to 
two narrow lanes across the 
square and a loop around the 
northern side. Half the Place 
de la Concorde, at 17 acres 
one of the biggest squares.in- 
the world, would be reserved 
for pedestrians. 

An 'even more .radical plan, 
gn^ing pedestrians 80 per cent 


of the square, and harming i>H 
but buses, taxis and bicycles, 
will also be presented but this 
seems unlikely to be adopted. 
The Place de la Concorde car- 
ries more traffic at rush-hour 
than any other thoroughfare in 
the French capital: 10,000 cars 
an hour; which is more than 
the busiest section of the 
Boulevard PfiriphArique encir- 
cling the dty. 

The square is a vital link in 
the main east-west vehicle 
route on the right bank of 
Paris, connecting the Rue de 
Rivoli with 1 the Champs 



ElysGes. Since it is is jammed 
every morning and evening, 
bow could it be dosed, or even 
restricted, without reducing, 
tiie citycentreto permanent 
gridlock? 

Officials at the Paris town 
hall say drivers would soon 
discover other routes. There 
would be a slight increase in 
existing jams, they say, but so 
what? The policy of the dty is 
to reducetraffic by up to lOper 
cent in the earfy years of the 
new century, and blocking part 
of the Cancordewould help to 
encourage commuterstotake 
the Metro or the bus. 

Under the less radical of 
the two schemes, costed at 
about £l5m, the square would 
gam seven or eight new large, 
grassy areas and an ugly car 
park on the Tuileries side 
would be abolished. Traffic 
would be restricted to narrow 
lanes heading north and south 
across the square to and from 
toe riw and to a loop around 
the northern side, connecting 
the Rue de Rivoli and the 
Champs Elysdes. 


WE ARE late, lost, and getting 
angrid'bythemimite.TOare, 
for at least toe 10 th feneinthe 
past half-hour; grilling a 
pedestrian for dilutions. Yet 

again, we are hearing an ut- 
terly different answer from 
the one given a moment ago 
by the previous person we 
stopped 

. ~The. taxi driver hasn't a 
due. Ws turn up the beat on 
him. At least tell us, we sqy - 
withering -what part of the 
dty we are in. Is this the east 
or the west? He looks un- 
comfortable, and gazes 
thoughtfully at the monoto- 
nous Soviet architecture 
around him before answering 
with the awkwardly pitched 
voice of a man on shaky 
ground. “Eh; west Of course.” 

This is not a foreign cor- 
respondent's moan. It cuts to 
atm- deeper issue, the extra- 
ordinary feet that a good . 
number of the 270 mulion 
who live in the former Soviet 
Union, atemtory that girdles 
nearly half the planet, have 
not a due where they are 
Not, at least, in terms of the 
compass. This one happened 

to pfy the streets of Tashkent, 
capital of Uzbekistan. But 
the same disorientated man 
can be found in cabs from 
Minsk to Vladivostok. 

West, north, south-con- 
cepts rooted in the core of a 1 
western brain - mean noth- 
ing. The poles are distant ice - 
Adds, which could be any- 
where over the horaon. Alfred 
Hitchcock's famous movie 
title is just so much gibberish. 
While an American cannot get 
into a car without being con- 
stantly reminded of his rela- 
tionship as an individual 
against the backdrop of the 
ptimet by the street signs- the 
entire traffic grid works on 
compass points - a Russian or 
an Azeri usually has to use 
other means. He fumbles his 
wqy around by combining pri- 
vate landmarks - a twisted 
lamp- post here, a kiosk there, 
a memorable pothole - with 
an unsbakeable (and often 
misplaced) faith in the abili- 
ty of passers-by to help Mm 
out 

AH this is particularly odd, 
given the passion for statis- 
tics and diagrams you often 

find among former peoples <rf 

the Soviet Union. There is no 
shortage of charts, showing 
you how things work. If you 
get bored during tire seven 
days it takes to cross Russia 
on the Trans-Siberian Ex- 
press, you can sit in the loo 


studying the diagrams of the 
waterworks (not rocket sci- 
ence, this). 

Fix - decades, millitHis of So- 
viet males bought 2oRw^/om 

ga r ma gazine so that they 
could study starts little draw- 
ings of the latest Lada chas- 
sis or Niva engine. Flights on 
Aeroflot carry helpful charts 
qjsnwin g passenger s where to ' 
find the axe. Computer man- j 
ufacturers say Russian 
clients vacuum up every tiny 
detail of a desktop’s perfor- 
mance statistics, which in- 
fluence than far more than 
Where the machine was 
made, and by wham. Broad- j 

cast weather forecasts are an V 
endless Gregorian chant of 
s tatistics, from wind speed 
per metre to air pressure. Of- 
ficials constantly spout sta- 
tistics, trying to bring order 
to the chaos by a t tac hin g 
numbers to it 

But cartography is a dif- 
ferent issue. Hand a Russian 
a map and he will look at you 
with suspicion. I sought help 
. from a man in Moscow, hran- 

rfj string one under his nose. 
He refused to even glance at 
it; it was as if I was flourish- 
ing a warrantor bis arrest 

The standard explanation 
for this has been (rotted out 
many times: maps were 
banned by the Communists, 

frpcanure qf parrmnia that, they 

would fell into hostile hands, * 
and they have yet to catch on, 
not only because they are 
expensive but also because 
people have got used to life 
without them. Even now - 
seven years after the end of 
the USSR - they are a rarity 
outside capital cities. 

But there are other rea- 
sons for their lack of use, and 
the general state of disorien- 
tation, to most main dties, the 
street names have changed in 
the past few years. At most 
two out of 10 people own 
cars, so they are less likely to 
cany a broad mental picture 
of the lay-out of their sur- 
roundings- In much of Russia 
the issue is further compli- 
cated by the fact that the 
landscape is flat, and seems 
much the same whatever di- 
rection you look. It is as if the 
country is too vast for com- 
pass points to matter 

In Tash k ent, we finally ar- 
rived at our (testinatfon. Blus- 
tering apologies, we asked our 
hosts where we were. Was 
this the west, like the man 
said? They looked surprised. 
It was, of course, the east 
Phil Reeves 


Moving home? 

6 . 25 % 

6.6%APR 

Capped until 31.07.2003. 


With Abbey National, what you see is what you get; an interest rate that won't 
go above 6.25% (6.6% APR) until 31.7.2003 but if our standard variable rate fails 
below the capped rate you will benefit from the reduction. In addition after the capped 
rate period ends (31.07.2003) we won't tie you to our standard variable rate. 

The capped rate is available to first time buyers and those moving home. 
A minimum deposit of 5*K» is required and other rates are available if you have a 
larger deposit. ... 

For a quote cal! us Monday to Friday, Sam to 9pm and Saturday 8am to 4pm. 
Or simply drop in to see us. 

0800 100 800 
EBSBHHD % ABBEy NAI10I1AL* 


www.abbeynational.co.uk 


Because life's complicated enough. 


LT. BUILT TO WORK 


Commercial 

Vehicles 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP IH* REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON It 

To M6ht <a bt improving aw lenla- we may record Of mwWttt telephone calls. For the above capped rate there is a non-reluiidablc bookm 
lee of £150 Mid completion must lake place by 30/w/W. Ml APRS are typical and variable. All otters aie subject >o availability and may be 
prnfcdram at time. As a tradition dtob upped rale mortgage. tire mortgage must remain mi these owed rate terms until 31 / 07 / 2003 . n 
on or before 31/ 07/2003 you redeem the mortgage, wriest svnuUaneously with redemption a new mortgage b completed with us on ihe same 
upped rate terms (except one admHsiered by Abbey National Mortgage Finance pk), master from the capped rate before the end of the capped 
pettod or In certain drcunstancs make capital repayments (except normal monthly payments on a repayment mortgage), a charge of 3 .e% of the 
amount repaid or transferred wU be p arable. Typical example In sz» (a** APR) capped ontit 3t/1ff/2D03. A couple (mate and female) non- 
smokers, aged 29, applying lot an endowment mortgage of £40,000 on a purchase pike ol £47,105 secured over 25 yean, too monthly taeieM m 
payments of £1M2l net of tax reflet plus the fbui lepaymeot of 140*73.70 capital (in dudes a high ban io value fee of £ 673.70 added w the 
advance), too monthly endowment prefainris of £62.62. Total amount payable £104,716 39 includes £150 booking fee, £65 deeds tundam 
ftfwged on redemption), £1«5 rotation fee, £117.50 legal fees. £12.10 accrued interest assuming completion on J0/09/99. In this no 

account has been taken of any change b tateiea rate which may occur at the end of the capped rate period. All rales correct at Ume tu'w™ )0 
press. We require the property tube tnsiued. A High low to Vital fee will abo be required If the loan Is equal to or exceeds og% ol the proraty*; 
V3taattaa(«ta certain cases the purchase price, whichever h the taww). ihe actual fee wW be catcubled on the annum bonmeft 
loin to value. Secured bans and mortgages require a charge on yonr property, and In the case ol endow men l mortgages a n endowment/llfe 
policy tar the amount of the advanre and a charge over the policy: Loans subject to status and vabatwn and are nor available to persons under 
ihe age of 18. written quotations available on request. Abbey National pic, which Is regulated by the Personal investment Authority, omy sells 
«s own file assaamx, petition and cattecttre Investment scheme products. Abbey fettWU pk. It* Umbrella Couple symbol and Because hie s 
complicated enough are trademarks of Abbey National pk. Registered Office. Abbey House, Baker Street, London Hwi 6Xi, united Kingdom. 
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Briefing 

WTO meets on banana wars 


S2 T T Mon. The move follows a US 

*° &rce of European products 

rangig from cashmere to pecorino cheese to post a bond 

JJJJ? J* the value of ^eir goods. Tt was the 

tetest round m the banana wars, a row over access to 
European markets for bananas imported by the US 
company Chiqmta from Latin America. The WTO has 
postponed a decision on the dispute until 12 April, and the 
EU argues that America must wait until foenbefore 
imposing any sacntions. 

B&Q growth to create 2,500 Jobs 

B&Q. Britain's biggest DIY 


chain, is to create 2^500 jobs 
in the next year. It is 
announcing plans today to 
open io warehouse stores 
and three Supercentres, 
creating jobs from 
shopfloor to management. 

The plans will include its 
first warehouse in Northern 
Ireland, at Newry, while the 
pUnned new superstores 
wiD be opened in England 
in Cannock. Yeovil and 

Ashford. B&Q now has a total of 287 stores, with the 
latest. In Blackpool, opening last Friday. 

Bid battle looms for French bank 

A BID BATTLE is looming for Credit Commercial de 
France, France’s fifth-largest bank. ING, the Dutch 
financial sendees giant, was dose to securing agreement 
for a foreign bank’s first foothold in France. 

However; ING has been outbid by Bbrtis, the 
Dutch/Belgian banking group, for the 7.8 per cent stake in 
CCF put up for sale by Mutuelles Le Mans. It is offering 
112.5 euros a share, valuing die b ank at 8 billion euros 
C£5.3bn). ING already has 9 per cent of CCF voting shares. 
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Eve of Budget: The UK gets a glowing report as DTI prepares to boost small business 

‘Skilful’ Chancellor wins 
rave review from the IMF 


TEE BRITISH economy got a 
rave review from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Ftand yester- 
day. The IMF praised the 
Government for its “skillful 
management” and prompt 
monetary and fiscal policy 
responses should ensure that 
the economic slowdown would 
be short-Eved. 

There was room for further 
interest-rate cuts, the IMF’s 
annual health check concluded. 
The IMF is forecasts that 
growth will slow to 0.8 per cent 
this year; slightly lower than its 
last published forecast, with foe 
risk that it could be lower if 
world demand weakens again. 

Apartfrom this caveat, Gor- 
don Brown could not have 
asked for a more positive 
assessment on foe eve of Tues- 
day’s Budget The IMF sai± 
“The United Kingdom has sig- 


BY DIANE COYLE 
Economics Editor 

nifi candy improved foe archi- 
tecture of macro-economic pol- 
icymaking. ” it went om 
“Executive Directors com- 
mended foe authorities for foe 
UK’simpressive economic per- 
formance.” 

A Treasury statement wel- 
comed foe findings of the 
annual “Article IV” consulta- 
tion. It said: “The Government 
is now addressing foe funda- 
mental structural w eakness es 
which have held Britain back 
for decades.” 

The IMF had special praise 
for foe operational indepen- 
dence of foe Bank of England 
and for the openness of its 
decisions. Britain had set an 
example ot he r co untries should 
follow; it said. 
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The fund welcomed foe sym- 
metric inflation target, which al- 
lowed foe Bank to cut interest 
rates rapidly as growth slowed. 
“Monetary and fiscal polities 
are in a good position to ensure 
that foe slowdown will be lim- 
ited and of short duration.” 


The assessment said the 
Chancellor must stick to his 
plans to keep government bor- 
rowing low, saying his rules to 
limit current spending and 
keep the national debt at a 
sustainable level “did not 
impose clear eno ug h limits on 


future polities”. It urged him to 
go further in improving the 
transparency of fiscal policy, 
publishing more detail on pub- 
lic spending and on “tax ex- 
penditures” such as the new 
Working Families Tax Credit. 

The summary also noted 
that some of the fund's board 
of directors were concerned 
that the national minimum 
wage could have an adverse 
effect on jobs. 

However, it welcomed foe 
broad thrust of foe welfare- to- 
work measures introduced by 
the Government Indeed, it rec- 
ommended more of the same in 
order to shrink the poverty’ 
trap, although recognising that 
this would require extra public 
spending. 

The IMF’s forecast of 
growth of 0.8 per cent in 1999 is, 
as with other recent forecasts, 


below foe 1 to 15 per cent pre- 
dicted by the Treasury in 
November’s Pre- Budget 
Report The Chancellor has 
decided nevertheless to stick to 
his more upbeat forecast a 
move likely to raise some eye- 
brows in foe City. 

Inflation will hit foe 2.5 per 
cent target while unemploy- 
ment will edge up to 5 per cent 
on average in 1999, according 
to the report The strong pound 
means that the trade balance 
is holding growth back. The bal- 
ance of payments deficit is 
expected to widen further this 
year. 

The Government's commit- 
ment to stability had created a 
virtuous circle of greater con- 
fidence. rising demand, job 
gains, reduced unemployment 
and higher asset prices, the 
IMF said. 


DTI to set up bureau for small firms 


Rates for indication purposes only 
Source: Thomas Cook 


STEPHEN BYERS wffl announce 
foe creation of a new bureau for 
small business at the Depart- 
ment of Ikade and Industry, as 
one of a series of business- 
iriendly measures to be unveQed 
on Wednesday 

Other steps expected to be 
announced by foe 'frade Secre- 
tary the day after the Budget 
include stronger takeover leg- 
islation to reduce political influ- 
ence on merger decisions, a 
shake-up erf foe ’framing »nri 
Enterprise Councils and 
change s in bankruptcy law. 

Tliere will also be a new con- 


Clothing 
sales 
battle is 
set to 
intensify 

By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

BRITAIN'S clothing marlmt is on 
the verge erfa major shakeup as 
competition in foe high street 
intensifies, a new survey daims 
today. 

The study by Verdict, foe 
retail consultants, says retail- 
ers in foe saturated middle 
market will find the going 
increasingly tough as greater 
competition makes sales 
growth hard to achieve. But it 
reckons that Maries & Spencer; 

one of the biggest casualties of 

last year's retail slowdown, will 
be able to recover: 

Verdict says the UK dothing 
market grew by just 1 per cent 
last year to £27bn, foe lowest 
growth rate of the 1990s. 
Adjusting for the addition of 
new floor space, Verdict says 
comparable sales were actual- 
ly down by 1.5 per cent, pre- 
cipitated by the poor autumn. 

According to Verdict M&S 
saw its market share fell from 
13.4 per cent to 12.2 per cent in 
the year. The biggest gains 

were made by Next, New Look 
an d Arcadia, whose formats 
include Dorothy Perkins and 
Principles. 

However; the study says 
■ M&S will start to hit back at its 
rivals with a lower price policy. 
The biggest losers could be 
BhS, House of BYaser and C&A. 
Likely winners in foe retail 
clothing race could include 
Oasis. Warehouse, Next The 
Gap and Debenhams. 

The report is upbeat on the 
prospects ofa recovery at M&S. 
“M&S cannot be turned around 
overnight and 1999 will be a 
year of refocusing and return- 
ing to core values,” it says. 
“The expanded floor space 
means that once the re-ranging 
and price repositioning 
processes are complete, 
improved performance win flow 
through quickly.” 

Verdict says some retailers 
only had themselves to blame 
for poor sales last year; with 

hland j lmpYriting mer riiandkp. 

This year should be better; with 
more colourful ranges apparent 
in this spring’s collections. 


By Diane Coyle 

sumo- strategy to boost com- 
petition. Audits of prices charged 
by car dealers, supermarkets 
and high-street retailers will be 
p ublish pd m th e a ummec 
The small business bureau 
will borrow ideas from America’s 
Small Business Adminis tration 
The Government is aware that 
smaller firms are worried about 
foe amount of new rules and tax 
changes they have to imple- 
ment, fr om fog mtnirwTm wage 

and weriting time directive to foe 
Working Families Tax CredL 


The new body will help com- 
panies with up to 20 employees 

mrapjy wtfh rhangp-g rmpreAd nn 

them by government It is also 
intended to act as an advocate 
for small firms w ithin govern- 
ment reflecting the DTFs con- 
cern that they have not always 
been beard in the past 

The concentration of gov- 
ernment resources for small 
business into one agency should 
also help to ensure that they are 
used more efficiently. 

Mr Byers will also make a 
series Of announcements fol- 
lowing on from the DTTs Com- 


petitiveness White Paper and the 
Budget’s emphasis on encour- 
aging enterprise. The aim will be 
to str engthen the competitive- 
ness of foe British economy as 
well as overcome foe alarm 
b usiness organisations have 
begun to express about the bur- 
den of new red tape. 

The moves will be welcomed 
by employers’ or ganisations. 
Some of these, including foe 
British Chambers of Commote, 
have been advocating a small 
business administration for foe 
UK for some time. 

Yestenfoy Adair Thmei; foe 


directoi^general of the Confed- 
eration of British Industry urged 
targeted assistance for smaller 
companies. 

Mr Ttimer said foe Budget 

shoul d j pci Tide measures that 

would boost their investment 
and spending on research and 
development 

In a television interview yes- 
terday he said: “We would obvi- 
ously be concerned if there were 
ary increase in the burdens on 
business after a significan t 
increase in some of foe tax bur- 
dens and also administrative 
burdens over the last few years.” 



Adair Turner: CBI chief 
urges more targeted aid 






Southgate to 
quit EMI with 
£800,000 payoff 


After an unhappy Christmas, restless investors want Hamleys to play it tough 

Ash under pressure to 
quit as Hamleys chief 


HAMLEYS, the troubled toy 
retaflei; is considering remov- 
ing its chief executive Chris Ash 
within weeks, in a bid to quell 
investors’ anger at foe compa- 
ny's dismal performance. 

Mr Ash is coming under 
growing pressure to resign to 
take responsibility for Ham- 
leys' disappointing sales and 
underperforming share price. 

Howard Dyei; the company’s 
powerful chairman, is already 
sounding out potential 
replacements for Mr Ash, who 
was appointed to the toy group 
in October 1997. The chief 
executive's chances of staying 
at the helm hin ge on the final 
results, due to be announced 
later this month. 

Insiders said yesterday that 
unless the figures showed signs 
of a turnaround in the trading 


BY FRANCESCO GUERKERA 

performance at foe company's 
flagship Regent Street store 
and Toys tack mass market 
chain, Mr Ash was likely to be 
axed. “Chris is still there now, 
but foe group hasn’t been per- 
forming and needs to improve,” 
a source said. 

Hamleys' large sharehold- 
ers, which include M&G, Pru- 
dential and Jupitec are growing 
restless about foe underper- 
forming share price. “The in- 
stitutions are on the phone to 
Howard teDmg Mm to do some- 
thing about it,” the source said. 

The share price M to an all- 
time low of 99p in October after 
the company revealed a near- 
50 per cent slump in first-half 
profits. The profit collapse was 
caused by an embarrassing 


information technology blunder 
that pushed Toystack into a 
loss. The Regent Street store 
was also hit by lower tourist 
spending. 

Despite a slight recovery in 
foe past few weeks, foe stock, 
which dosed at 131.5p on Fri- 
day has underperformed foe 
market by nearly 60 per cent in 
foe past 12 months. At foe time 
of the interim results, Mr Dyer 
said the profit shortage would 
not be made up in the second 
balC triggering a raft of earn- 
ings downgrades. 

Hamleys further knocked 
investors’ confidence in Janu- 
ary when it reported disap- 
pointing sales at Toystack in the 
run-up to Christmas, tradi- 
tionally its busiest period 

Analysts forecast a 1998 prof- 
it of £6m, down from £7.5m. 


SIR COLIN SOUTHGATE, foe 
controversial executive chair- 
man of EMI, is to receive a pay- 
off of about £800,000 following 
yesterday’s announcement that 
he is to be replaced at the helm 
of the music group by Eric 
Nicoli, foe chief executive of 
United Biscuits. 

The surprise appointment 
of Mr Nicoli, a United Biscuits 
veteran with little experience of 
the music industry, ended 
EMTs five-month search for a 
new chief. At foe end of lastyear 
Sir Colin told the group that he 
wanted to quit to focus an his job 
as chairman of London’s crisis- 
torn Royal Opera House. 

The company said yesterday 
Sir Colin would go at the end of 
July after 15 years with EMI, 10 
of them in the top job. His con- 
tract runs until 2001, and 
sources said he would receive 
around £800,000 as compensa- 
tion for loss of earnings. 

Mr Nicoli, a non-executive 
director of EMI since 1993, is to 
receive a pay package of over 
£500,000 plus a one-off payment 
for bang his United Biscuits loy- 
alty bonus. He will be replaced 
at United Biscuits by Leslie 
\fcn der'W&fle, chief executive of 
its McVitie’s subsidiary. 

The 48-year old Mr Nicoli, 
who has headed foe food com- 
pany since 1991, was chosen 
ahead of several well-known 
music industry names, includ- 
ing Alain Levy, former head of 
Polygram. 

Insiders said Mr NlcolTs in- 
experience of the music busi- 
ness would not be a drawback. 
“He hasn't been hired for his 
knowledge of the music indus- 
try. He has been hired for his 


By Francesco Guerrera 

manag erial and leadership 
capabilities,” one said. Hie ap- 
pointment of an outsider would 
guarantee foe independence of 
Ken Berry and Martin Bandiei; 
foe respected chiefs of EMTs 
records and music publishing 
divisions, he added. 

Mr Nicoli ’s priorities will be 
to turn round EMTs share per- 
formanceaad mend his prede- 
cessor’s rift with investors. Sir 
Colin had a mixed relationship 
with the City. His demerger of 
rental group Thom and HMV in 
foe early 1990s was credited 
with transforming EMI into a fo- 
cused music business. Howev- 
er, more recently he was 
attacked for rebuffing a 600p-a- 
share £4.7bn takeover offer 
from Seagram of Canada. The 
rejection caused a collapse in 
EMTs share price. 

Sir Colin also came underfire 
for foe £12J5m payoff awarded 
to Jim Fifield who quit the 
group after being rejected as 
chief executive-designate. 



Nicoli: Little experience 
of the music industry 


German giants hire abroad and cut at home 


GERMANY’S BLUE-CHIP com- 
panies have sharply increased 
their numbers of overseas em- 
ployees at the expense of 
domestic workers, an influential 
survey will reveal today writes 
Francesco Guerrera. 

The study by the Germanfbr- 
eign investment specialist 
Urban Publishing will show that 
in foe past 18 months staff 


employed by large German 
groups away from their home- 
land rose by 13-5 per cent to 1.9 
million, but foe troubles in the 
domestic economy and political 
uncertainties led to a 12 per 
drop in the number of German- 
based workers to 3.3 milEon. 

The findings will reinforce the 
arguments of German firms 
which have threatened to move 


some of operations abroad in 
protest at the centre-left gov- 
ernment's planned tax reforms, 
A fortnight ago foe insur- 
ance group Allianz warned that 

it could base its headquarters in 
another European country if 
the government increased the 
fiscal pressure on Scandal com- 
panies. Allianz is one of Ger- 
many’s top 10 overseas 


employers with over 64,000 staff 
working abroad. 

The insurer’s threat was 
echoed by ene rgy and industri- 
al group kwe, which said it^ was 
reviewing the scope of its Ger- 
man-based investments. 

The study carried out among 
263 large firms, found that 
Siemens, the industrial giant, is 
Germany’s largest overseas 


employer with over half its 
420,600 staff working abroad. In 
the past 18 months Siemens in- 
creased its overseas staff by 
more than 40,000 to 220,000, 
despite foe planned do sure of 
a microchip plant on Tyneside 
with foe likefy loss of 1,000 jobs. 

In foe same period, 
Siemens’s German workforce 
fell by 3,000 to 194,000. 
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Euro-sclerosis need not be catching 


LAST WEEK, this cdumn discussed 
the question of UK membership of 
EMU, and concluded there was no 
case for the Government to aban- 
don its “wait and see" stance before 
the next election. Tins conclusion 
dismayed many of my pro-Euro- 
pean friends, so I would like to 
reassure them that I have lost 
none of my enthusiasm for closer 
UK integration with the European 
Union, which looks as desirable as 
it is inevitable. Eventually this will 
probably mean that Britain will 
become a full member of EMU. 

But I just do not understand the 
case for rushing into this decision 
now. integration needs to proceed 
further before we should give up 
monetary sovereignty, since idio- 
syncratic shocks to the UK econo- 
my remain all too likely. 

This week; however; I shall turn 
to an increasingly fashionable, but 
nevertheless dubious, argument 
for staying out indefinitely -which 
is that the UK would catch a dose 
of “Europe sclerosis’' if it were to 
become a member of EMU. The 
pro-European, but anti-EMU, 
group led by David Owen seems to 
believe that this might be the case, 
and even the Prime Minister is 
clearly worried about the issue. 

The main loophole he has left 
himself for staying outside EMU 
over the long term is that our con- 
tinental European neighbours 
might not introduce sufficient mar- 
ket-friendly reforms in their 
economies, in which case they 
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Would life for the UK 
really be so bad if we 
climbed into bed with a 
sclerotic EMU bloc? 


might be plagued by low GDP 
growth and high unemployment 
forever. 

So would the UK catch Euro- 
sderosis if it joined EMU? 

Probably the most crucial point 
to mate is that most of the key areas 

of policy concerning labour and 
product market flexibility are sub- 
ject to European Union rules 
already, and they would be (at least 
in theory) unaffected by EMU 
membership- On the face of it it is 
.difficult to think of any relevant pol- 
icy area -certainly not labour mar- 
ket reform, product mar ket 
flexibility, industrial policy, merger 
control or social security - which 


would be affected one way or the 
other by joining EMU. A clear 
example of this is the implemen- 
tation of the Social Chapter; which 
was undertaken voluntarily by the 
UK; and wffl in future operate in tins 
country irrespective of membership 
of the single currency Similar^ the 
minimum wage. 

Euro-sceptics reply that this 
may be all very well in theory, but 
that in practice things would work 
out very differently. Once inside 
EMU, they contend, Britain would 
be forced to adopt a pan -European 
macro and micro -economic pro- 
gramme t hat would be highly scle- 
rotic in nature. The idea here is that 
the EMU bloc wfll inevitably grav- 
itate towards a genuine single econ- 
omy and most probably towards 
political union as welL Once that 
happens, Britain's option of 

remaining an island nfm grfrpt flgv- 

ibflity in a sea of European regula- 
tion could be eliminated. 

Anything is feasible in the long 
term, but this realty does seem to 
be an unlikely nightmare. The only 
policy areas that do appear likely to 
be affected by EMU membership 
(other than the obvious ones of 
monetary and ex chan ge-rate poli- 
cy) are tire macro-economic aspects 
of fiscal pdhy. Sooner later; it will 
become apparent that national fis- 
cal policies will need to be co-ordi- 
nated in order to produce a 
coherent out-turn for the 
fiscal/monetary mix, and that will 
require forther budgetary integra- 


tion on top of the provisions of the 
Stability Pact This could also lead 
to some further steps towards tax 
harmonisation. But all this will be 
subject to unanimous voting and, in 
any case, it is not cruris] to the sup- 
ply side issue of product and labour 
market flexibility A more compre- 
hensive pnlttipfil unfon ^fms fan- 
tasy at this stage. 

From the supply side point of 
view therefore, we seem reasonably 
safe. But what about the demand 
side? Observing the recent behav- 
iour of the EMU bloc, it seems quite 
plausible to argue that a continuing 
conflict between the pofitidans and 
the European Central Bank will pro- 
duce a combination of recession and 
an overvalued exchange rate in con- 
tinental Europe, Some Euro-scep- 
tics are obviously concerned that 
inside EMU, Britain would not be 
able to declare independence from 
endemic Euro-recession. Hence 
we would be better off outside, 
where we would retain the flexibil- 
ity to boost UK demand by cutting 
domestic interest rates if necessary. 

There are two key points to 
make about this line of argument 
First assuming that the EU is 
prone to continuing recessionary 
problems, UK exports to Europe 
will be adversely affected whether 
we are inside or outside EMU. The 
freedom to cut interest rates out- 
side EMU might initially protect os 
from recession, but it would also 
worsen the UK trade deficit and 
lead to a depredation in the 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
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exchange rate. If this process were 
repeated for a few years in suc- 
cession, the UK would soon be 
accused of pursuing a devalua- 
tionist strategywithin the European 
single market Before too long, ail- 
ing EMU members would start 
thinking pxpgUing the UK 

from the single market on the 
grounds that it was following a 
strategy of unfair competition 

thrmig h v nsalr ire nhango rate In 
other words, it would be increas- 
ingty problematic to stay within the 
EU while shying independent from 
monetary union. 

Second, would life for the UK 
realty be so bad if we climbed into 
bed with a sclerotic EMU -bloc? 
Expansi onary fiscal policy would 
still be available in the shortterm 


to avoid a domestic recession as 
European demand growth 
slumped. More important, in the 
longer term, supply-side flexibility 
would come to our rescue and 
would enable us to take an 

increasing share of European mar- 


tookeff&cl'WhereasmflatiopincMi- 

tmental Europe would remain stub- 
bornly hi gh during economic 
downturns, there would be more 
downward flexibility in both prices 
and wages in the UK This would 
result in a decline in the real 
exchange rate, but it would be 
achieved in the “good" way (that is, 
lower inflation) instead of in the 
“bad" way (a lower sterling ex- 
change rate). 

Unlike in the case of sterling 


devaluation, it would be quite 
impossible for other members of 
EMU to complain about an 
increase in UK competitiveness 
achieved through lower price In- 
flation- In focL instead of attempt* 
ing to ftwaf UKoutoftheaitigte 
market, other EMU members 
would CT^tualb be forced to adopt 
more flexible economic practic es 
themselves in order to compete 
with the success of flea -Britain. 

Is this just a Europhflek 
pipedream? Consider the experi- 
ence of Holland in the past tm» 
tteeades. Twenty- years ego Holland 
was the most extreme example of 
the sclerotic European model - 
stratospheric levels of tax and 
spend, vast pools of structural 
unemployment, mind-numbing 
regulation in product markets, the 
tot But during the leSQtt. I n a serie s 

of patient and painstaking 
the Dutch took a large dose of 
Anglo-Saxon reformist medicine 
(along with a parallel dose of cen- 
tralised wage moderation). The 
resuiti as the groph shows, has bee© 

that Holland has become one erf the 
stories of the 1990s, despite 
the chronic failure of its giant 
neighbour Germans; with whom it 
has had a monetary union for over 
15 years. 

The Dutch example proves that 
a fear of catching Euro-sderosis if 
an unconvincing reason for th^ 
UK to stay outside EMU. Other fac- 
tors may counsel delay, but this (me 
does not 
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In Brief 


IMF set to announce details of new 
rescue package for Brazil 

THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary F\md is expected to 
announce details of its renegotiated rescue package for Brazil 
within the next few days. An initial $Sbn loan from a total of 
$4i.5bn foiled to prevent the devaluation of its currency, the 
real, in January. The currency has since lost 40 per cent of its 
value against the dollar: The new agreement, likety to involve 
additional tax increases and government spending cuts, 
should allow the release of a further tranche of the loan by 
the end of the month. 


ECB ‘must communicate better 9 


THE EUROPEAN Central Bank must do a better job of 
communicating its policies to the public, according to the 
OECD. The organisation says in a new report that improved 
communications would help to build support for the new 
institution among the European public It also advises the 
ECB to stress its message about the limits of what monetary 
policy can achieve, in order to resist political pressures to cut 
interest rates so that governments can avoid implementing 
much-needed economic reforms. 


UK public remains hostile to euro 

PUBLIC HOSTILITY in the UK to the single currency has not 
been dented by the Government's National Changeover Plan. 
The monthty survey of opinion by Salomon Smith Barney, the 
investment bank, and MORI found that the balance opposed 
to Britain joining EMU has edged up from 18 per cent to 20 
per cent, with 32 per cent in favour and 52 per cent against 
Asked how they would vote if the Government strongly 
urged joining, the balance against was 12 per cent, up from 8 
per cent the previous month. Tie poll was carried out over a 
period starting two days after the Prime Minister announced 
his “change of gear” on UK membership. 


Informal bids tabled for First Choice 


AIRTOURS AND Germany's Preussag are the early front 
runners in the race to win control of First Choice, the 
package holiday group. The two companies are believed to 
have tabled informal bids for the tour operator and to have 
been admitted to the next round of talks. First Choice, which 
last week admitted that it had received several approaches, is 
thought to be looking for an offer of at least 220p a share, 
valuing the group at around £800m. 


Investors ditch defensive stance 

continental EUROPEAN investors have ditched their 
defensive stance of the past six months and raised holdings of 
international stocks amid hopes of a worldwide economic 
recovery, a survey by Merrill lynch will reveal today. 

According to the US bank, in February European fend 
managers doubled their investments in Japanese equities 
from 2 to 4 per cent of their portfolio. The prospect of further 
UK rate cuts also triggered an increase in the level of 
holdings in London-quoted companies. 


Heron to spend £250m on Euro sites 

HERON INTERNATIONAL, the property company run by 
Gerald Rons on, will today announce a major boost to its 
overseas portfolio with the purchase of several sites in major 
European cities. The company has bought land with a total 
development cost of £250m in Lisbon, Nuremberg, Madrid 
and Milan. The purchases are part of Heron's plans to spend 
over a £lbn in the next five years to create a series of 
entertainment paries in 20 cities within the European Union, 


News Analysis: MMC report on Murdoch’s bid for Man United is delivered this week 


Will BSkyB get the red card? 
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By peter Thal Larsen 


THIS WEEK, the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission will 
deliver its verdict on the pro- 
posed purchase of Manchester 
United by British Sky Broad- 
casting, Rupert Murdoch’s 
satellite broadcaster. 

In financial terms the £628m 
takeover; the report on which is 
due to be passed to Stephen 
Byers, the Thade and Industry 
Secretary on Friday, is rela- 
tively insignificant 

Nevertheless, the comple- 
tion of the report marks the con- 
clusion of one of the most 
high-profile investigations the 
MMC has ever been asked to 
carry out The report will not 
only determine whether 
Britain's dominant pay-TV op- 
erator will be allowed to buy its 
most successful football chib; it 
will also help to shape the fu- 
ture of both professional foot- 
ball and sport on television. 

In the past four and a half 
months, the MMC has heard a 
wide range of arguments - 
from the highly technical to the 
highly emotional - about why 
the deal should not be allowed 
to go ahead. In toe background, 
the members of the panel can 
hardly have missed the loom- 
ing presence of Rupert Mur- 
doch and tiie political power he 
wields. 

The MMC’s conclusions are 
a dosety-guarded secret, and 
are likety to remain so for an- 
other month or so until Mr 
Byers delivers his own verdict 
on the takeover. 

What is dear; however is 
that the MMC’s investigation 
has been much more thorough 
than expected. When Peter 
Mandelson referred the deal to 
the MMC last October many 
believed his main motivation 
was to avoid accusations of 
being too dose to Rupert Mur- 
doch - a view shared by the 
media moguL 

But BSkyB and Manchester 
United have not had an easy 
ride. People dose to the inquiry 
say thqy were surprised by the 
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Sky’s big game: Opponents to the Man United takeover queued up to tell the MMC why the deal should not be allowed Kerry Ghais/Sty 


hostile line taken by the panel 
members during the hearings. 

This hostility is likety to be 
a reflection of the huge number 
of arguments against the deal 
that were presented to the 
MMC. A strange alliance of op- 
ponents - many with conflicting 
aims - queued up to argue that 
tiie takeover should be blocked. 

Rival media groups such as 
Lord Hollick's United News & 
Media have sought to under- 
mine BSkyB’s position by 
arguing that the deal is anti- 
competitive, but have stopped 
short of opposing the principle 
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of media groups owning footbaO 
clubs. Both United News and 
Carlton have held talks with the 
current league champions 
Arsenal, while NTL, the cable 
operator has an option to buy 
Newcastle United. 

Fbotbafl dub chairmen have 
also been divided Some, such 
as Tottenham Hotspur’s Alan 
Sugar; are thought to have 
argued in favour of the deal 
because it is likety to triggers 
wave of copycat takeovers, dri- 
ving up the dubs’ market value 
But smaller dubs have opposed 
the deal because they fear that 
BSkyB’s deep pockets will en- 
sure that Manchester United 
become unbeatable. 

Meanwhile, supporters’ or- 
ganisations have voiced the 
opposite concern that BSkyB 
would starve Manchester Unit- 
ed of resources and squeeze the 
fans by forcing up ticket prices. 
Some have even suggested that 
BSkyB might order Manches- 
ter United to lose matches in 
order to encourage a closer 
league contest 

Then, there have been curi- 
ous interventions from the likre 
of Peter Rogers, the chief 
executive of the Independent 
Television Commission, who 
reportedly told the MMC the 
deal should be blocked out- 
right even though the television 
watchdog's official position was 
more balanced. Nevertheless, 
competition lawyers say the 
MMC is likety to have accord- 
ed tbe greatest weight to the 
evidence suhmittedby BSfyB's 
competitors. 

One of the most common 


THE CASE AGAINST SKY 


There are four main arguments against BSkyffs takeover of 
Manchester United 


1. By owning Manchester 
■ 1. BSktf3 Win be able 


United. 

influence the Premier League 
when it decides which 
televislon company should be 
awarded the rights to 
broadcast live Premier League 
matches. Manchester United 
would also be able to tip off 
BSkyB about bids submitted by 
its rivals, allowing the 
broadcaster to make sure It 
wins any rights auction. 


available on free-to-alr 
television, allowing it to sell 
more dishes. 


3. BSkyB could use Manchester 
United's position as one of the 
largest clubs in the country to 
influence the future structure 
of the league, the Introduction 
of pay-per-view television, and 
the sharing of revenues with 
clubs. 


smaller i 


2. BSkyB could use its 
ownership of Manchester 
United to stop che practice of 
making recorded highlights of 
Premier League matches 


3. BSkyB could put up the 
price of match tickets at Old 
Trafford. excluding supporters 
and forcing them to watch the 
matches by subscribing to Sky. 


complaints about the deal is 
that it will give BSkyB an 
advantage in negotiating tele- 
vision rights with the Premier 
League. 

Opponents suggested that 
Manchester United would be 
able to use its influence in the 
league to make sure the rights 
were awarded to BSkyB, or 
could tip off ife owner about the 
value of bids from rival media 
groups. 

A similar argument was 
made hy the BBC,^ which is con- 
cerned that it might lose access 
to the recorded highlights of 
Premier League matches that 
form the baas of its Match of 
the Day programme. Most 
dubs^ want to keep ttgbHgfats co 
free-to-air television in order to 
encourage interest in football. 
But BSkyB might be abfe to use 
Manchester United to end the 
highlights in order to stimulate 
sales of (fishes. 

The problem with both these 


arguments - as BSkyB and 
Manchester United both point- 
ed out- is that the dub has onty 
one vote out of 20 in Premier 
League meetings, making it 
hard to influence the outcome 
of any decision. 

Manchester United could 
threaten to leave the league if 
it did not get its own way, 
although it would then face the 
problem of finding dubs and 
competitions to play. 

Nevertheless, the MMC may 

attachaspedffocondilimtotbe 

takeover requiring a commit- 
ment that Manchester United 
does not abandon the Premier 

League for a rival competition. 

BSkyB may also have to 
accept other restrictions on its 
control of television rights. 
Cable & Wireless Communica- 
tions, the cable operator, is 
thought to have proposed that 
BSkyB agree not to buy the 
rights to matches it does not 
intend to show- a suggestion 


the MMC is considering 
attaching as a condition to the 
takeover. This means that 1 
BSkyB would either have fe 
show more than its current 
quota of 60 matches a year; or 
give up its exdusxve grip c« 
Premier League rights. 

Even if the MMC does not go 
this fez; it wfll probabty require 
BSkyB to make its channels 
available to rival pay-TV plat- 
forms such as cable and DNdig- 
ital at commercial rates - 
s ome t h ing industry regulators 
have already been considering. 

In drafting its report, how- 
ever; the MMC feces a serious 
headache. Its conclusions 
depend crudalty on the out- 
come of the Office of F^ir Trad- 
ing’s case against Premier 
League, which is currently 
being heard before tbe ■ 
Restrictive Practices Court 

The OFT argues that the 
Premier League is acting as s- 
cartel by negotiating television 
rights on behalf of all its mem- 
ber dubs. If the OFT wins tts - 
case, all the dubs will auhK- 
maticaltybe free to sign their 
own broadcasting deals. 

As a result, it Is possible that 
the MMC may take the 
unprecedented step of ddfeer 1 
ing two rulings with two differ- 
ent sets of conditions * one for. 
each possible outcome. 

At the moment toe odds still 
favour the MMCrecbrnma^- 
tog that deal be dearedsuty 
ject to BSkyB and Manchester 
United agredng to certain cote 1 
ditions. Butthe resuttwflt beite 
doubt until Mr Byers hlowsr 
toe final whistle. 
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Intel follows Gates 
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into monopoly court 
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THE US GOVERNMENT begins 
a key competition case this 
fl|peek against Intel, the chip 
' make r that, along with soft- 
ware giant Microsoft, domi- 
nates the computer market 
Washington contends, as it 
does with Microsoft, that Intel 
used its market strength to 
edge out competitors. The two 
-known collectively as “Winter 
- domin a t e 80 per cent of the 
worid°s computer market 
Unlike the Microsoft trial, 
curreody in recess, the Intel trial 
is being held before an Admin- 
istrative Law Judge of the Ekd- 
eral Trade Commission. The 
trial starts on Tuesday a nd is 
likely to last two or three 
months. It could be appealed to 
the FTC commissioners and 
then to federal appeals court 
The FTC has not lost a m^jor 
case for some time. But it seems 
to be on weaker ground with 
Intel, and the eight months it has 
taken to bring tile case to court 


By Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

have not helped as technology 
and markets change so Cast 

Ihe FTC says that Intel “co- 
erced major, established cus- 
tomers into granting access to 
their technology on terms 
favourable to Intel.” The gov- 
ernment says Intel 
rpyalty-free use of patents 
owned by Intergraph, Compaq 
and Digital Equipment Corp, 
three of its customers, intend- 
ing to use the data to improve 
its own products. 

When they refused, it threat- 
ened to stop providing than with 
information about its chips, the 
government says. That infor- 
mation is crucial in allowing the 
companies to prepare for the 
next generation of chips as they 
design computers. 

Intel’s defence rests less on 
a complete denial of the gov- 
ernment argument that it dom- 


Canary Wharf 
tax breaks ‘safe’ 


CANARY WHARF, the London 
Docklands property complex 
heading fora £2bnplus flotation, 
will this week teO investors 
there is no threat to its multi-mil- 
lion pound tax breaks. 

The reassurance comes as it 
emerged that Paul Refehmann, 
the chairman, could receive an 
extra 4 per cent stake -worth 
Q 00m - in the company if the 
East London development is 
completed and let on time. 

Canary Wharfhas been hit by 
suggestions (hat the Govern- 
ment is considering the with- 
drawal of a package of tax perks 
granted to lure new tenants. 

TheGovernmentand Inland 
Revenue are believed to be 
looking at the tax breaks after 
a complaint by Mkhad Cassidy 
a director of property group 
BritisbLand and a former jdan- 


By Francesco Guerrera 

Wharf is tolling investors the 
perks will last until 2005, even 
though parliament was told 
they would end in 2002. 

However, in the flotation 
prospectus due an Thursday Ca- 
nary Wharf is expected to say its 
tax position is protected by law. 
The company is understood to 
have sought legal advice and 
been reassured their tax posi- 
tion is safe. 

Acconfing to the lawyers the 
concessions, used to entice ten- 
ants from the City were offset 
by funds invested by Canary 
Wharf to regenerate Docklands. 
It is believed to have spent over 
a £lbn to im p rove transport 
and infrastructure. The bidk of 
the Canary Wharf’s investment 
was used to part-fond the Dock- 


ning chief at the Corporation of laodsLigfat Railway and JuhOee 
TjwWythftbo^j^flggfolefor Line Extension. This compares 
theCSK^tey‘W&rfiwA- "*dth tax breaks ofatound &bn 
Mr Cassidy frbefieved to have **in the pfefrlO years and of over 
told 1 Ministers that Canary £SOOm in the next few years. 


What the Papers Said 


A ROUND-UP OF SUNDAY BUSINESS STORIES 


ON SUN DAY 

■ Business leaders are 
expected to welcome Gor- 
don Brown's budget as a blue- 
print for economic stability 
and enterprise. 

The chief economist of the 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry, Kate Barker; said she 
was confident her members 
had been heard. 

■Standard Life Investments, 
one of the largest sharehold- 
ers in Telecom Italia, is 
mounting a campaign of 
major shareholders in the 
telecommunications group 
to block the proposed $58bn 
takeover by Olivetti. 

Edinburgh -based Stan- 
dard believes the deal would 
saddle Telecom Italia with 
debts, hampering its future 
growth. 

The Observer 

■ Jaguar, the luxury car 
maker; has come back: from 
the brink of collapse to make 

a £50m pre-tax profit last 
yean 

The UK company which is 

owned by Ford, is understood 

to have made a higher-than- 
expected operating profit of 
£250m on turnover of £L6bn. 
The results follow a period of 
heavy losses in the early 
1990s. 

■ First Choice, the package 
holiday company is believed 
to have received takeover 
approaches from its British 

rival Airtours and Germany’s 
Preussag, owner of Thomas 

Cook. First Choice is aiming 
for an offer of around 220p per 




£800m. 


■ The US group. Mission En- 
erflK is tlte froflt ninpsrto uuy 
^coal-fired power stations 

being auctioned by the UK 


nbn. The American group 
has edged ahead of British 


Energy, the privatised 
nudear generator; in the race 
for the two plants in Ferry- 
bridge, Yorkshire, and Fid- 
dler's Ferry Merseyside. 

■ Royal & SunAltiance, the 
insu rance giant, is poised to 
sell its £4 00m British com- 
mercial property portfolio as 
part of its plans to boost 
shareholder value and make 
more efficient use of its cap- 
ital. The company is in 
advanced negotiations with 
Moorfield Estates, a small 
property group. 

SI i\l)V \ Jk. BUSINESS 

■ The downfall of the Flam- 
ing Fsraris, the Credit Suisse 
First Boston team of traders 
that included Lord Archer’s 
son James, was triggered by 
complaints from two rival 
hanks. Salomon Smith Bar- 
ney and HSBC alerted the 
authorities about CSFB’s 
index arbitrage after noticing 
sharp price movements on 
the Stockholm bourse. 

■ T.«fe the London futures 
exchang e, will report its flrst- 
ever loss next month, post- 
poning its desired stock 
market flotation for two or 
three years. The losses have 

been caused by cuts in fees to 

help stem the loss of business 
to other exchanges and by 
redundancy costs. 


IHJK SIMIAN TIMES 

■ Camelot is considering bid- 
ding for the first federal 
lottery in Russia. 

The UK lottery operator is 




forming a consortium to bid 
for the Russian draw, set to 
have an television audience of 
over 100m people. 

■ Reckitt & Colman, the 
household goods group, is to 
reshuffle its poorly perform- 
ing North American opera- 
tions in an attempt to 
reassure investors and stave 
off a hostile bid. 


mates the market, and more on 
itsrightto do buaness with any- 
one it wants. “We were simply 
protecting our mteQeetual prop- 
erly rights," said ChuckMultoy, 
Intel spokesman. The compa- 
nies were, after all, taking legal 
action against Intel, he raid. 

Intel has in any ray> fo«d~ m3r - 
feet share in the past year: Ad- 
vanced Micro Devices may in 
January have sold more retail 
PC processor units tbanlnteL for 
the first time, an indicator of the 
company’s slipping grasp, al- 
though the company remains 
dominant in the mid-range mar- 
ket, the most lucrative slice. 

None of the companies was 
directly in competition with 
Intel, and lawyers in Washing- 
ton think the government will 
find it hard to prove its case on 
the basis of monopoly. Intel said 
in its pre-trial brief that there 
was “overwhelming evidence 
that competition is thriving”. 

Although it involves some 


important principles about 
intellectual property and the 
nature of cfantrebtionships, the 
Intel trial is unlikel y to generate 
the same excitement as Mi- 
crosoft's mammoth case. It is 
focused on a far narrower set of 
arguments and relationships. 
There win be less use of e- 
mafls to demonstrate internal 
company policy, and Andrew 
Grove, Intel's rh airman, is a 
smoother customer than Mr 
Gates. Both the government 
and Intel will bring 
experts to discuss whether or 
not Intel basa monopoly but this 
will probably be a less hard- 
fought argument thaw in the 
Microsoft trial 
The relationship between 
Intel and Microsoft, once very 
dose, is also more distant now. 
Intel's evidence in the Microsoft 
trial probably harmed the com- 
pany, and it has sought to com- 
pete with Microsoft in the 
market for consumer video. 
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The US trade commission contends that the computer chi] 
competitors - the same charge it has made against Micros 


ant Intel used its market strength to edge out 
in a case which has not yet been concluded 
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Who’s in and who’s 
out in the great 
FTSE shake-about 


mi, -&* 


great RESHUFFLE is 
t us agam this week, and the 
E 100 is braced &r its peri- 
odical round of changes. 

Like a prehistoric ri tual, 
Wadnesday’s quarterfy review of 
the incBces will see some bhie 
chips sacrificed on the altar of 

market value and a handful of 

mid-cappers accepted into the 
market’s most revered elite. 

The reshuffle is about more 
than prestige. With institution- 
al investors increasingly reluc- 
tant to put money in companies 
below the FTSE 100, the loss of 
blue-chip status- and of valuable 
tracker fund support - often 
leads to some hefty price feu< 

Energis is almost certain to 
be brought into the FTSE 100 
inner sanctum. The telecom- 
munications company’s shares 
j^re had an extraordinary run, 
soaring nearly 600 per cent in 
less than a yean The stock’s 
amazing climb has long given 
Energis a capitalisation well in 
excess of many FTSE 100 con- 
stituents. At around C 4Jhn, the 
group’s market value is level 
with the likes of British Air- 
ways and P&O. 

However the telecoms sup- 
plier was prevented from en- 
tering the index by the large 
stake owned by National Grid, 
the electricity group. With 
around 75 per cent of the capi- 
tal in the hands of just one 
shareholder Energis was con- 
sidered a mere subsidiary of 
National Grid and thus barred 
from the FTSE 100. It was freed 
in January when National Grid 
(Joshed in on the stock’s perfor- 
mance and reduced its stake to 
below 50 per cent, netting some 
£l.lbn for its troubles. 

As one company in the fen- 
ded teleams sector goes in, one 
of the battered engineers is set 
to drop out This is no ordinary 
metal-basher it’s none other 
than Th inking The last of the 
conglomerates, Tbmkins has a 
turnover of £5bn, compared to 
Energis' £l68m, and operations 
ran g in g fr om construction com- 
ponents to food manufacturing 
and garden equipment 

Despite its financial prowess, 
the shares have been hit by the 
City’s lack of interest in engi- 
neering stocks, underperform- 
ing the market by some 60 per 
cent ova- the past fi ve yea rs. 
Tbmkins’ exit from the fi^sE 100 
QbU leave BTR Siebe as the only 
member of the general engi- 
neering sector in the index. 

EMAP, the magazine and 
radio group, is set to join the 
FTSE 100. The owner of glossy 
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titles such as FHM and Red and 
the hgj station Ess Bltfhita five- 
year peak last week at L4l8p. 
The shares have done weD to re- 
cover from the dip in December 
when EMAP splashed out over 
$lbn t$600m) for Petersen, the 
US publisher of intri guing fi ttes 

like Guns ‘nAmmoauWotRod. 

E MAP should pish imf ritTipr 
Williams, the once-sprawling 
conglomerate now focusing on 
fire and security or Safeway, the 
supermarket chain. Both of 
than could drop out if South 
African Breweries gets in. The 
world’s fourth-largest brewer 
starts full dealings today after a 
week in the grey market The 
stock, floated at 428p, rose to 
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465p on Friday when it put an- 
other ll mini on shares mi the 
market On present form it 

shnuld scrape in, hut aH depends 

on how SAB fares before 
tomorrow’s deadline. 

Uncertainty also surrounds 
Misys. The software group was 
odds-on to return to the FTSE 
lOObeforebeinghitbyabelow- 
price trade last week On Friday, 
it rose &25p to 625.75p, but that 
might not be enough. If Misys 
succeeds GaBaher, the cigar 
rette maker, could end its brief 
spell as a blue-chip unless Bil- 
liton, the long-suffering mimng 
group, beats them through the 
FTSE 100 trapdooc 


The continuing flurry of re- 
sults from blue-chip companies 
win keep dealers busy this week. 
No fewer than six Fbotsie com- 
panies are to report figures. 

British American Tbbacco 
will be first Profits are forecast 
atdmit£L62ba, upborn £U39tm 

last time. But the real price- sen- 
sitive news will be progress re- 
ports on Rothmans’ acquisition 

and the US litigation cases. 

Parson is the second big hit- 
tec The media group has been 
through a major restructuring ; 
out went several publishing ven- 
tures and the Thssauds attrac- 
tions business, and in came the 
Simon & Schuster educational 
publishers. S&S, bought for 
£4.6bn. was integrated a month 
ago and should contribute £ 20 m 
to operating profit But analysts 
believe that a successful merg- 
er between S&S and Addison 
Wesley Longman, Pearson's ex- 
isting publishing business, will 
be key to the double-digit earn- 
ings growth target set by chief 
executive Marjorie Scardino. 
She should be able to meet ha- 
goal in 1998, with experts shoot- 
ingforpre-exceptional profits of 
around £340m against £286m. 

Diageo, the drtoks giant will 
have Ottie to toast on Thursday 
Trading in wine and spirits has 
been hit by tough motets in 
Asia and t jtm America. Pills- 
bury the food division, has suf- 
fered from pricing pressures 

and matwiak rpSt . Interim pmf- 

its will be tower- say £L02ixi ver- 
sus £L2bn - but investors win 
probably focus on issues such 
the near -11 per cent stairp held 
by the French luxury group 
LVMH. There has been talk that 
the French could sen to pay for 
their assault on Gucd Positive 
wads ona share biyback would 
also be welcomed 

Reddtt & Coleman is having 
it tough. Hie maker of Harpic 
cleaner and Lemsq> is stiH^ with- 
out a chief executive after the 
surprise departure of Vernon 
Sankey in January. A profits 
warning in November caused a 
shar p shzmp, and market con- 
ditions are not expected to have 
improved much. Overall, profits 
should be down by 11 pa cent 
to £28ftnandafurther price slide 
would probably reawaken talk of 
interest from UnOevec 
Albright & Wilson, results an 
Thursday, is a more likely 
takeover play. The stock raced 
ahead last week on talk of an 
I25p to ISOp strike by a foreign 
predator. The French group 
Rhodia, majority-owned by 
Rhdne-Poulenc.is hot favourite 



The fashionable Notting Hill shop: Planet Organic went to court over ‘different attitudes and objectives’ towards the business 

Planet Organic founders fall out 


AFTER THREE years in business 
together; the two founders of 
Planet Or ganic, an innovative 
supermarket spiling naturally 
grown produce, are parting 
company 

Renee Elliott and Jonathan 
Dwek went to court after their 
d iff erent attitudes and objectives 
towards the store mWestbourne 
Grove, west London, strained 
thor business relationship. 

As equal shareholder s ontythe 
courts had the power to over- 
come the deadlock, and as a 
result of the court’s recent deci- 
sion, Ms Elliott will buy out Mr 
Dwek’s shareholding. Mr Dwek 
has resigned his directorship 
and is no tongwinvulved with the 
company. The court has yet to fix 
the price at which Ms Elliott will 
buy out Mr Dwek’s shares. 

Ms Elliott, 33, bom in Missis- 
sippi. setup Planet Organic with 
Mr Dwek in 1995. Attracting a 
fashionab le Nettin g Hill rijenlrip, 
the store won Or ganic Retailer 
erf the "Vfear in 1997. However; 
plans to open new stores have not 
been realised. 

Mr Dwek and his femity are 
closely associated with John 
Aspinall, the owner of zoos and 


WHO’S 

SUING 
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JOHN 

WILLCOCK. 


casinos. Following the case Mr 
Dwek said: Twill be free to cre- 
ate my own business, based on 
ray firm principles and beliefs.” 

Ms Elliott said: “Planet 
Organic continue^ to go from 
strength to strength and I am 
relieved our difficulties have 
been resolved I wish Jonathan 
weH” 

A HONG KONG-BASED manu- 
facturer of computer parts is 
suing the administrators of a UK 
company that went bust last 
year over ownership of compo- 
nents worth $ 430,300 (£265,000). 

PC Partner of Shan Mel 
Street, Fb Thn, Shatin, NewTter- 
rit/Yripq Hon ggiOPfedainiS itStin 
owns a shipment of components 


which it supplied to Bascrown. 
Bascrown went bust on 5 Janu- 
ary 1998, and Dermot Power and 
David Swaden of BDO Stoy 
Hayward's Manchester office 
wereappomtedadministrators. 

PC Partna is now suing Mr 
Power and Mr Swaden as well as 
Bascrown. The company says it 
wrote to the administrators in 
February last year saying it had 
not bee n p a id far th e rnrnpngiont.g 
omf¥>m*vi and that it retained 
legal title to them. 

TTiP i^nm pnnpn ts inrhiffemaR - 

ter tower cases and mother- 
boards supplied to Bascrown 
between September 1997 and 
December of the same year 

NATIONAL POWER and British 
Coal have been sucked into a 
border dispute ova a forma 
open-cast coal mine near Leeds, 
which was divided between the 
two enterprises m the lead-up to 
privatisation. 

A third party. White Rose 
Development Enterprises, now 
wants to redevelop part oftfae for- 
ma rrrinft at Skrilnn Grange, 

Newsam, Leeds. This has 
prompted National Power to go 
to court to clarity exaetty how the 


ownership of the land is divided. 

The saga began when the 
now-defunct Central Electricity 
Generating Board (CEGB) and 
British Coal decided to do a 
“land swap” on the disused site 
in 1987. The CEGB was allotted 
142 acres of the land and British 
Coal ended up with 34 acres. 

The CEGB was subsequoit- 
tybrofeen up prior to privatisation 
in 1990 and National Powa 
ended up awning its portion of the 
land at Leeds. Now National 
Piowa is worried that the origi- 
nal map used to define ownership 
is too vague to be relied on, and 
wants the court, in effect, to re- 
draw it 

National Power says the map 
reed was produced on “too small 
a scale” and did not identify 
“physical features which had 
arisen by reason erf open-cast 
mining aitiviti pr and the r npatinn 

of lagoons for the disposal of ash 
from CEGB’s powa station^. 

To make matters worse the 
map was not based an a new sur- 
vey but on an existing Ordnance 
Survey map that used a metric 
grid, says National Powa 

The deed plan upon which 
ownership of the site is based 


uses a grid based on imperial 
measurements. 

THE EX-MANAGER of the chart- 
topping giri band All Saints is 
suing them for breach of contract 
and unpaid fees after they sacked 
him last month. 

Shaznay Lewis, Melanie 
Blatt and the Appleton sisters, 
Nicole and Natalie, announced 
at the beginning of February 
that they were no longer working 
with John Benson. 

Arguments over the manag- 
a have divided the band, whose 
hits indude “Never Eva" and 
“Under The Bridge", for about a 
yean Mr Benson, a former ses- 
sian musidanwho linked with All 
Saints before their success two 
years ago, had an alliance with 
London Recordsboss Trary Ben- 
nett, who signed the band. 

Mr Benson is basing his claim 
on a management contract he 
said was signed by the band on 
3 December 1996. He says that 
members of the band told him on 
26 January and 2 February that 
they no longa wanted to work 
withhim, and hehas suffered “a 
substantial toss of reputation" as 
a result 


Companies reporting and economics diary for the week ahead 


TODAY - Finals: Bunzl, Graham Group. 
Hammerson. (Ml. Inchcape, N yeaned 
Amarsham, Scottish Marta. Economics: LIK 
producer prices, into of production, man- 
ufacturing output all January 
TUESDAY - Finals: BBA Group, Cantab. 


Caradon, Coats Vlyefla. Corpora® Services, 
Crestacare, Irate pendent Insurance, Senior 
Engineering, Wilson Connoly. Economics: 
France consumer confidence (Feb). Gomany 
jobs report (Feb), UK British Retail Consor- 
tium sales monitor, US 04 productivity. 


WEDNESDAY- Finals: Aggregate indus- 
tries. Bowthorpe, Pearson. Pent! and. ti 
Group. Economics: Germany trade balance 
(Jan). 

THURSDAY- Finals: Amec. Cattles, 
Coutaukis TexSes Cox Insurance. Davis Ser- 


vices. Meggtt. Reed international. Rexam, 
Travis Peridns. Interim: Diageo. Econom- 
ics: Japan private machinery orders (Jan) 
US retail sales (Feb), current account 
(CM). 

FRIDAY - Finals: Orange, Reckhr & CqIb- 


man, Vtec Group. Marine JD Wetherapoon. 
Economics: Bank of Japan policy board 
meeting. France non-farm payrolls (04), 
consumer price Index (Feb), US producer 
prices (Feb). 

Daring the week: Japan 04 GDP 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Services 
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No catches. No gimmicks. No commitments 
Start with just £25 


All Rates are 
All day; Every day 




£5 FREE CALLS 


UK LOCAL /NATIONAL ^ 


MJSnUUA 

FRANCE 

INDIA 

IRELAND 

ISRAEL 

MALAYSIA 


9p 
9 p 
36 p 
9 p 
15 p 
15 p 

hat noe 


weiA 35 p 

NEIMANDS 9 p 

SSIf ZEALAND 9p 
PAKB1AN 46 p 

TURKEY 25 p 

5 P 





Large sales' increase 
for Kent printer with 
Ready-to-gO'Labels 

isassS-fflS 

JSparSoJ,’ Sty si^SSrect mail sate, are now 
rfany company by Je lowcostof 
£50 per 1000. for labeefrom trade Bsli mjlaM 
supplier - Ftedy-to-go- Labels. Proven to increase 
sales by reaching new customers, 
Ready-to-go-Labels, t^ephone: 01974 251^ 
comes hiqhfv recommended for new trade ftste, 
addressed labels and envelopes for all business to 
business sales ' promotion. 


IN DEBT? WE CAN HELP 


Need a bank account 

or credit card today? 

UK or on*;- 

P60's limited compania £45^ 
In fact ring us about anything, usually we have a 
Sessional friend^ adv.ee graen by 

licensed credit broker. veare ^ 

The Originai 
■*" ?4 


Plant & Machinery 


Plant & Machinery 




T2flffBran 
independent 
analysis 
of your 
bwtaesi phono 
bffls&mafcs 
beredbie 
ssdngsby 
raufingear* 
caf Svw^i 
thomos t 

CQSt-dfOCfiVB 

netwoV. 



12 

Coltcnrei act 

Savfnos v Colt 

BT choices 3 

Sovtooa vBT 

Local 

2J0 

2-4 

17% 

23 

26% 

UKNatfonal 

ze 

42. 

33% 

. 4-9 . 

40% 

Mcbhi 

16J) 

20-0 

20% 

2 43 

. 35% 

U&A 

&S 

12JS 

56% 

140' 

70% 

• no changes to oafcSng triephony 

• nopre-exoatodri 

• no cutqjrotEto in cr* ryjaAtiy 


• no coraad, no cacrerttnwtf •nochargoi O TIwW Hrr x bMng ♦ ganagamfit into 

NON-GBOGRAPH1C NUMBERS: 0800, 0845, 0870, 0891 

• Raise company proto • Imprcxo response to advatising • Create a netionel presence 
•Generate incoma v4*t cn the phone vJlh nofionaklpremlLin rats • nkmrtw PortartBy 

CSX-SAVE: CSXULAR FLEET SOLUTIONS 

• Dayfrne cal tariff: 9p/rrvi • Reduce morthly rental to SZ/hendset 

• Upgrade handsets to NoHaTOe^tofrCtchagB 

0800-358 SAVE 

0800-358 
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Agents & Rcsel'ars 




iddleOffice 


Remote Telecomputing 
Solutions 


Tscftnotogy InrBtatnMsAiMrtBga 

kfiddoOfSce Remote Computing sohaTons a re tte p erteca answer If you want your staff to connect 
to your network when they are away from the office. > 

■ Being able to work from home as required resuits In a more productive workforce. 

• Reduce Reef estate «■»« by balancing employee spread, between the office and home. 

• pi nf ftf Tf contingency • your busin&s wtM sol be able to function in the event of tfeooto 
occ u iring to your offices or when severe weather corafiuons make It Impassible for your 
staff to travel. 

■ increase your by letting your staff have access to Information, anytime end 

from anywhere. 

Please contact MddlaOffice TWmotogy tor a bee independent information pack on ihe benefits 
telecomputing can bring to your business. 


IfiddteOffice Tbchnotogy, BOS Cascades foerer, Canary Whart, London £14 
wwKrehWeofflc&can) small: coutacteinWdleofltcaxom W: ana in 1010 Fare 07 


0704 444 1010 


Business for Sale 


Internet 

service provider 

for sale - or 
partnership 
offered 

08707 400222 



Opportunities 


BOOK 

PUBLISHING 

Authors nvirad to submit 
manuscripts dUatfiOfirisa; 

Inducing Poetry 

New Authors welcome 
A.KSTOCKWaiLJUDept.728 
Bfr arnia l w . Dreaa BB4 BBA. 
TW: 01271 882657 

Publishers for 100 fears 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 

Whilst we take r ea sonab l e 
precautions with all 
advertisement*, readers arc 
stme^ty uhfiud to take 
prefo^oul advice before 

paying a deposit or entering 
inia any financial wimnjin«aii 


Franchises 


1 he search lor your 

own exiamvc business c:k!s Ik:r: 


UDnptoineia b amnlhr me kwMl tar stacW SO ya^ dWtast 
mmgn wdH In maa nw. Compmla m eOBtfMy maggtt« b 
W re Sw haB cndhUfaL Hunwoi can im na HWwroca. 
-tntaaaM« w> *w a Hun— mm »w «l « 4 W7l ollMlBi«»aHeaaln 
9B asuWH, ■ aorta WB| pm. 

• OrimaM M BMdan M oortinrean M Sw wpwWDCa nd mOat ' 


• Iba ■■ MW U look lore ■■■> MM S) M ■ b«r Mr B B5Sk« 

iWl 

Coataob Ka<4n Oow Dbw*d dfah B1TB3 740030 ' rT 


jaw oan esflre aHni 

- 1 km kM IMT Mn ■ bWM IkM to yw o 


Opportunities 




Check this outl 
1st Level 15% 

2nd Level 45% 

3rd Laval up to 15% 

(to Infinity Rea book and tfcpef 
Theta network Co's dont want 
you to know 


High Investment 
Returns 




Enjoy an EXTRA 
£500- £2,000 P/T 
£2000 - 10-000 F/T 
Every month from home 

Call 01749 909595 
(24hrs) and Listen 


Mufti winning 
racehorse owner 
seeks shrewd and 
patient investors 
for occasional 
inside touches 

Call 07970 810201 


Opportunities 


- BETTER THAN A FRANCHISE - 

We are a long established, independent, licensed and bonded travel agency marketing an 
extensive international travel portfolio and able to deal with virtually any type of travel enquiry; 
whether for business, leisure, group or incentive travel. 

Currently we are seeking personnel nationwide who. given the opportunity, and with our 
support, may be interested in evolving and developing a dienl base and exploiting this portfolio 
in the marketplace; either on a transitional part-time or an immediate foil-time basis. Modem 
communications technology enables you to access all leading travel information and booking 
systems, quickly and cheaply, and clients can be administered from a home-based office. 

If you have a commercial background (not necessarily travel related) and are computer literate 
we would like to hear from you. Successful applicants will find ihemselves operating in a fast 
moving and dynamic market, within the framework of an established corporate identity, dealing 
with a wide range of diene and their 1 ravel requirements. 

You need to own an IBM compatible computer, coupled to a modem, but we supply vou with 
everything else necessary to ensure that you are able to operate effectively and profitably inc luding 
a weekend residential seminar (scheduled for 17*/! 8® and/or 24TQ5” April) and various other 
training menus. 

You do not have to provide any operating capital or sustain any fixed operating costs and your 
finanda) mvoJvemenl is limited to a once-only contribution of £2.850 towards a wide range of 
front-end registrar ioivfsetllng-uptestablishment costs. A commission-sharing contract rairlv reflects 
the pre-booking and post-booking workloads and provides you with an open-ended and unlimited 
earning opportunity. Once appointed you can realistically expect to generate earning in the 
£2,000 range per month reasonably quickly and higher levels when established and operating 
full-time. 

This is a low-risk/blue chip opportunity, avoiding the substantial Investment and costs normally 
associated with this business, enabling enterprising personnel to develop a worthwhile level « 
income araf. from inception, benefit from the ongoing support of an administration centre wiih a 
wealth of experience and connections. 

For more detailed information telephone 01462 482880 
or fax .your name and address to 01462 482616 or write to: 

SPEAR TRAVELS 
Dorchester House, Station Road 
letchworih, Hertfordshire SG6 3AW 

..scheduled and charter airline ticLeu - car hire -Jly-driiv - 
hauls and other accommodation ■ city breaks - package and theme holidays - 
all-inclusive holidays - escorted lours - individual Itineraries - cruises • femes • 
eurostar and eurotumel - comprehensive travel insurance 


are you 
ready to go? 

WWW. 

readytogo. 

co.uk 


PERFECT TIMING ...!! 

...THE PERFECT BUSINESS!!’ 


|ll»giwt>«foftunw are <dwsya»M8ahythoaawha portion Biwa e lvMi 
at tha tad wd d major buinen trends. 

It* Mwti - The tastes yo ung marioOng and business mrtun n 
Mstay! _ 

Dry 2000 Pfc. - An esat*shed txand 1 Iwdw mewing nr.o typerjrowtti j! ttie 
forefront oi to internet rereMnn! - 
Tha oppontmhy - tb dawtop ynr own highly kmdve dry MM busness. fuO 
or paHfma, tram rem v office ito pricr teehneal apeneixx or ktmfedge 
nqrirad. Professoral baring and ongoing support prmdad. Lon start-up 
costs -LTimiKl income gmerator_ 

Join us now, and you could retire fat 3-5 yean! 

fcr dotakd mtamnton on the tmng opportunity of a Borne 
retg etri hsun to; Rohm Punon FHCOIA, Cart, BL, 

- Independent Senior Hemtaohlp CorautaiL 

TBt 01 SI 3*79071 (24 hsAumnai Mas apply). 



To advertise please call Sandy Boyer on 0171 293 2233. 
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mere Duttv in her seductive arms 


THIS mast take a little explaining, 
but I seem to have fallen fa love 
with a chair It is not any old chaii; 
you understand, but a fantastical- 
ly sesy model lithe and bendy and 
curvaceous and frankly gagging to 
wrap you in its sinuous embrace. 
%u may look at a photograph of ray 
ravishing discovery (see below 
right), provided you treat it with re- 
spect and decorum, and do not 
make insulting jokes about its . 
enormous hips. I clapped A 
eyes on this beautiful thing 
in a design outlet in Is- 
lington and we bonded at 
once; now I am buying six of its 

gorgeous siblings in different 
colours, to transform my elderly 

rtin - 

ing room into a super-modern 
harem of leggy pulchritude. 

You may think me perverse. 
Ybu may be right It has happened 
before. Three years ago I fell fora 
wardrobe. Called a Gentleman’s 
Compacton, it was six feet tall, 70 
years old and full of tiny compart- 
ments and I used to rest my cheek 

fl gamgf itc pftlishpd mahogany and 

whisper to it passionately. I ached 
to climb inside it and file myself 
away among the gentlemen’s plus- 
fours or the tie stiffeners. 

I am not alone in having a secret 
sexual orientation that is shame- 
lessly furniture-driven. When 
Christine Keeler was pho- 
tographed sitting naked astride a 
severe little black modernist seat, 
you could tell it was not the first 
time they had met. And Victorian 
parlour verse is full of saucy little 
rhymes in which a desperate old 
lecher expresses his jealousy (“Oh, 
most fortunate throne . . .") for the 
rush -bottomed chair upon which 
his lady love has recently parked 
her capacious bustle. 

This new chaii; 1 learnt, is the 
Fantastic Plastic Elastic Chair and 
is designed by Ron Arad and when 
I rang to check when it was going 
to be available, they said: “Mr 
Arad will be signing copies of his 
chair at the launch.” Well, m be 
damned Is this the first sighting of 
the design object being marketed 
with the same hoo-hah that attends 
the launch of a booh; a movie, a 
couture-house collection? 

If Philip Treacy can launch his 
new line of hats along a catwalk, 
can Arad spring his bendy chairs 
on the trendy world along a cat- 
walk? If everyone from Edward 
Heath to Monica Lewinsky can sign 
copies of their breathless memoirs, 
why should Arad not sign the seats 
of his new production? Perhaps we 


JOHN 

WALSH 

ON MONDAY 


will see the new profession of Chair 
and Table Reviewer in the design 
pages of the national press. 

“There's a big furniture fair in 
Milan nest month,” Arad told me, 
“which is just like Fashion Week. 
We used to throw a party to go with 
the exhibition, but we’d get 7,000 
people coming, and there was so 
much squeezing and pushing, you 
could only see the backs of people’s 
necks. We had to pay fines every 
year when the traffic got blocked 
outside the front door 

Wall well Plastic fiirniture -it's 
the new rock’n’roll. 


WHAT ON earth is happening to The 
Archers? Everyone is behaving as 
if they were in BaslEnders. Argue 


argue, bitch bitch, complain com- 
plain. I have tuned in and out of the 
Brummie-rustics drama several 
thousand times in the past 20 
years, but often by accident and 
rarely with much enthusiasm. 
MosQyl have been perplexed by the 
swapping of agricultural jargon 
about organic loam and enervated 
by the way the cast spend so much 
time a) sighing, b) conversing in 
cliches and e) making «iph other 
pots of tea. 

Now everything has changed. 
The action has toughened up. The 
characters have discovered their 
dark sides. Pat has turned into an 
imperious termagant, a cross be- 
tween Betty Boothroyd and Kathy 
Bates in Misery. She bawled out 
Clarrie Grundy for putting the 
wrong date-stamp on her eggs. She 
tore strips off her son Tommy for 
making organic sausages on the sly. 
She has just had a violent row with 
her daughter about the reputation 
of the farm. The signs are all too 
clear - the seething, the sick 

hpwtarhpa and that toTI-tafe mant ra 

of “Could you please just drop it?” 
If I am any judge of soap operas, 
she is about to have a nervous 
breakdown - although a noisy sui- 
cide with a shotgun or sila g e-flail , 
should such a thing exist, cannot 
be ruled out 

But everyone seems to be 
yelling at each other at the moment, 
from Home Farm to Grey Gables. 
David bawled out poor Bert What- 
shisname for dropping a blender 
scoop on to a mixer truck, or vice 
versa, and s mashing it to bits. 
NeU, the posh-sounding contract 
labourer; vituperated at David for 

dump ing him W Tniani ( the ft>rktegB 

bird-lover, was ticked offby his dad 
for wanting to give up gamekeep- 
ing and become an international 
halte d dancer or sn rn^hir^g (riplafla 
were hasy through all that arguing) . 
And Sid Pferis, the barman with the 
dubious fitness regimen, yelled at 
everyone when he dropped a Bull 
worker on his toe. 

It is all getting 

very Quentin ■ 

Thrantino. Vi- . jflHNMpr 

olence, con- 
flict, families 
torn asun- 
dei; crashing 

machinery, \ ' 

broken limbs. \ 
existential de- \ 
spair and \ 
gratuitous \ 
organic 
sausages - 
just look what 


has become of the sleepy Mid- 
lands countryside. Next thing you 
know, there will be an outbreak of 
ethnic deansing. 

Should you be planning a trip to 
Birmingham, I would steer dean 
just for now, of the dangerous ter- 
ritory known as Fbrmer Ambridge. 


according TO the results of a 
Gallup poD oat this week, the British 
are getting seriously keen an dubs. 
The poll, commissioned by the Bri- 
tannia BuikEng Society, discovered 
that being in a dub was the “num- 
ber one pastime” for 21 million 
people in the United Kingdom. 

Clubs once meant associations 
of like-minded people. Then it came 

to mean places called Boodles or 
Pratts, having proposers and sec- 
onders , wearing biliously coloured 
ties and taking snuff When that be- 
came too dfiiist for modem tastes, 
the onjy dubs you could be part of 
were declass^ ones (thus Tony 
Blair’s Who’s Who entry lists, 
under Clubs, “Trimdon Colliery 
and Deaf EBB Working Men's” and 
“Fishbum Working Men's”). 

Then it became attached to up- 
market wine bars in Soho full of 
resting scriptwriters. Then “dub- 
bing” meant turning up around 
midnig ht at a nasty- looking disco 
off the Charring Cross Road and 
begging a grumpy macrocephaloi d 
in a shiny tuxedo toletyougo in and 
spend £60 on dancing. drinking 
and ingesting something that 
turned out, on sober inspection, to 
be French chalk. Now the word has 
been reclaimed and dubs are once 
again convocations of enthusiasts, 
exclusive gatherings of people with 
a shared interest in string. 

It seems the 
'Internet is re- 
sponsible. Once 
a hundred 
people have 
checked into the 
website devoted 
to the films of 
Virginia Mayo, 
what could be 
more natural 
than;to meet 
to compare 
stills?' Activi- 
ties that were 
once the 
: province of the 
anorak and the 
saddle (dows- 
ing, collecting 
empty sugar- 
cube boxes, 
recreating the 






The Grtmdys, beleaguered ‘Archers’ famflyt above from left, Eddie, Wi ll i am . Joe and Clarrie 


English Civil Wart now each has an 
Information Exchange and a dub 
of no-longer-fiirtive zealots. There 
are frogman dubs, make-your- 
own-rocfaet dubs, Peter Mandelson 
appreciation dubs. 

Which leaves me with only one 
concern. The poll’s secondary find- 
ing is that the average Briton joins 
six clubs in a lifetime. Right then. 
Chess Club at school. Arts Club and 
Guitar Club at university (the lat- 
ter only briefly: I couldn’t do the 
“Layla” riff in under seven sec- 
onds), then Groucho’s and the 
Chelsea Arts — that means I've got 
just one to go. What will it be? The 
Ron Arad Chair Appreciation So- 
ciety? But what would we all do 
once we had sat down? 


THE queen ran into a colleague 
ofpune last week in the interval at, 


Oklahoma! “Not bad is it?” she 
said, cheerily, humming a few bars 
of “Oh what a Beautiful Mornin',” 
“though, at the end of the day 1 pre- 
ferred whatshisname, Gordon 
Macrae in the movie. Ebnqy a gee- 
atf-tee?” 

No, okay it (fid not happen quite 
like that but he did meet Her 
Madge last week and has become 
immensely pleased with himself. 
She was, be said, a vision in white 
with lQac splodges (he is not on the 
fashion desk, luckily) as she greet- 
ed seven London drama critics, 
Nicholas De Jongh and Charles 
Spencer and Benedict Nightingale 
among them, in the temporarily 
closed- off royal circle bar of the 
Lyceum. “How dee for you all to 
have the evening orf,” she said. 

The assembled drama-crit 
Olympians shuffled and jostled 
and tried to rememberjfce Palace 


dictats about saying “Ma'am as in 
Pam, not Ma'arrn as in farm”, 
and not asking her questions or 
trying to hog the conversation. 
Sheridan Morley boldly name- 
dropped the Prince of Woles (“I 
was just in New York with your 
son” - they'd been to the unveil- 
ing of a statue to Noel Coward) and 
Michael Coveney risked being 
jumped on by royal minders for 
asking - he just came straight out 
with it, without so much as a by- 
your-leave - “Have you enjoyed 
your day. Ma'am?" 

Well, had die enjoyed this pub- 
lic rdattonsndirected excursion to 
the heart of theafreland? Was it 
very different from her visits to civic 
centres in the Midlands? “No” 
said KM to the crestfallen hacks, 
“ft’sjustfikegoingto Birmingham 
-.except you get a show at the end 
of it" 
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Save time and money by using our high 
performance 366-2 notebook which includes 
64Mb RAM and fast 6.4Gb hard disk for just 
£1099 +VAT or only £36.09 per month on our 
low APR plan. 

Order the Exec model now and pay nothing 
until the year 2000 on our 
No Deposit, Interest Free option! 

Time Mobile Office™ 


• 366MHz AMD K6-2 3D processor y 

• &4Gb UDMA-33 hand disk | 

• 64Mb RAM (128Mb on ’s’ model} 

• 12.1" TFT SVGA colour screen i:| 

• 24x CD-ROM drive :lj 

• 1.44Mb floppy drive - 

■ 128 -bit 3D 2Mb graphics 

• TV-Out for large screen TV ___ 

- 3D Wavetabte stereo sound V 

• Built-In speakers & microphone 

■ 512K high performance cache | f 1*4 

• IBM ViaVoiCB 98 Executive | 

speech recognition 

• LapUnfc Windows” 98 software 

■ Micro so ft Windows* 98 

• Over S800 of CD Software 
Including Lotus SmartSuite Millennium 

366-2's* model: includes 128Mb RAM for just 
£90+ VAT = £105.75 extra 

Exec model: includes microphone, Autoroute 
Express, joystick, gamepad, 4 games and 13 
extra CD titles for just £99+VAT=£1 16.33 extra. 

Product cods 366-2 (299 Enc 1299) SB&Zst (300) Exbc (301) 


1 366M Hz 

EH 

6.4Gb Hard drive 
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K. 


T 

Zd 


£132( 

V70 

J Inc VAT 
* &dd 


D £ C U j 

;< C* V U N -.1 



Pay Nothing Untfl MarcH 2000 

12 Months. Interest Free Option " - 
bn EXEC models only 
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. TVpictfFlran»€nmplK V 

No dtfKwiL li.ia months Aha* pay 
•- : -cash prwcfCtOOOAPR Q% - 
or 30 marthsa E4&3SL ' .. 
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ACROSS 

I Refer tp doctor in 
case (6) 

4 Twist lines to mean the 
exact opposite (8) 

10 Keep out a celebrity, 
initially (3,1,5) 

II Unlawful to expel the 
Italian who’s legitimate 
(5) 

12 Shock - rector is in 
religious sect (7) 

13 Squash score 
overturned though level 


at first (7) 

14 Look for a substance, 
say (5) 

15 Engaging girl who 
comes in qualified (8) 

18 High costs are 
reduced (8) 

20 Fish out one for carver, 
perhaps (5) 

23 English writer's 
redemption, by the 
sound of it (7) 

25 Difficult to screen 
elected Greek leader (7) 


26 Describe what little 
remains (5) 

27 Eastern ringroad inter- 
fered with US river (3,6) 

28 Quit losing after a short 
distance (4,4)" 

29 Empties litre into 
reserves (6) 


1 Return ticket to 
Westminster? (4,4) 

2 Twice save American 
girl (7) 

3 Auditor has power 
within home area (9) 

5 Excluded by order, 


6 Students 
through house (5J 

7 Telling performance (7) 

8 No longer mind increase 
in size (6) 

9 Look surprised as boy 
is aware Rene's upset 
(5,2,7) 

16 Hereditary earls act 
irresponsibly about 


irresponsibly about 
abolition, ultimately (9) 

17 Advance crowd circling 
round king (8) 

19 Old-fashioned quality (7) 

21 Later seizes a number ; 
by force in France (7) 

22 Only country to admit 
royal conspirator (6):-^ 

24 Nymph in- folklore ***** 
researched (5) 
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^THE INDEPENDENT 


Four-goal 
Newcastle 

cruise 
through to 
semi-finals 


Irvine 
breaks his 
grand prix 
duck Down 
Under 


11 


Baulch 
crowns a 
golden 
weekend 
for Wales 




Super 
League 
rookies 
lose to 
Rhinos 
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SPORT 



s men stand defiant 


By Glenn Moore 


(j 


Manchester United 
Chelsea 

Replay, Wednesday 7.45pm 


5* 




THEY WERE dogged and deter- 
mined with concentration etched 
across their brows and resounding 
in their tackles. These adjectives, 
which epitomised Chelsea’s defence 
in yesterday’s FA Cup quarter-final 
at Old Trafford, used to be absent on 
their travels, but under Gianluca 
Vialli they have become harder to 
teat than any team in the land. 

Ibnjy three sides have defeated 
them in 40 matches this season and, 
for the third time since November; 
Manchester United again failed to 
join that select band. Even the ad- 
vantage of having an extra man for 
40 minutes failed to tilt the balance 
as United, for only the second time 
in 26 matches, drew a blank. As if to 
underline Chelsea’s new solidity, 
they were the successful defence on 
the other occasion. 

Hie replay for the right to meet 
in the semi-final, will be at Stamford 
Bridge this Wednesday, it could be 
a lively affair; Roberto Di Matteo, 
after 45 minutes, and Paul Scholes, 
after 85, were sent offyesterday. On 
Wednesday, adding fuel to the sim- 
mering flames, Dennis Wise is back - 
from suspension. 


SEMI-FINAL DRAW 



Newcastle United * 
Barnsley or Ibctwihaxn 
Hocspar 

Manchester United or 
Chelsea v Arsenal 


Matches to be played an 
Sunday 1 1 April at venues to 
be arranged 


Chelsea will also have Frank 
-Leboeuf and C&estine Babayaro 
f back from suspension but United 
f can call on Jaap Stain and Ryan 
Giggs, respectively suspended and 
'-injured yesterday. Alex Ferguson 
v may also decide to start with Dwight 
"ftrke and Andy Cole, he gambled on 
.-leaving them on the bench yester- 
‘'day and paid for it 

“I thought we played well but if 
we get chances like that we have to 
take them,” Ferguson said. “We did 
everything but score. We should be 
e semi-final, we had one or two 
opportunities - Scholes could 
rave scored four” 

He added of Scholes: “He was 
jent off for an innocuous challenge. 
Phe referee is probably the best 
here is in the country and he should 
tave used- his experience more 
han he did. He sent him off to even 
t up which is wrong.” 

Vialli, who would not discuss the 
Esmissals, said: “It was not our best 
icrformance for passi n g and st- 
acking but it was about spirit and 
letermination. We were very good 
lefensivety." 

Chelsea’s defence was centred on 
he magnificent Marcel Desailly. 
He is a winner and he is a bit more 
ngry now than when he first came 
nd that makes a difference,” Vialli 
aid. “After the World Cupitwascfif- 
cult to make such a huge chang e 



Manchester United substitute Dwight Yorke dissects the Chelsea defence with this overhead kick in the FA Cup sixth-round tie at Old Trafford yesterday 


David Ashdown 


Cupl but he is now performing at his 
best which is nice because this is the 
crucial moment of the season. He is 
a player who, when the task is diffi- 
cult, looks to his inner strength.” 

The absence of Yorke and Cole 
had undoubtedly helped Desailly 
but be was just as commanding 
when theybeialedfr arrived. Before 
then Ole Gunnar Solskjaer had been 
alone in attack and, with Fhfl Neville 
deputed to man-mark Gianfranco 
Zola, United had a defensive Iookat 
odds with their desire to avoid a 


•ojA Italy to England and find replay. , „ , 

lhWation after winning [the World Chelsea were similarly under- 


strength though this owed less to 
ehnipp than to the constraints im- 
posed by suspension and injury 
which robbed Vialli of seven senior 
players, including himself. 

United may have appeared neg- 
ative in shape but they were not so 
in spirit but, though they pushed for- 
ward eagerly, they failed to create a 
genuine chance before the 38th 
minute. Then Gary Neville, of all peo- 
ple, almost put them ahead with a 
diving header from Beckham’s 
beautifully-judged cross. The ball 
skimmed off his head to strike the 
far post before being hacked dear. 


It was as close as United were to 
come tho ugh tha t seemed unlikely 
when, as half-time approached, Di 
Matteo was dismissed. Booked for 
a late tank) a on Beckham after 25 
minutes he was cautioned again for 
a similar lunge at Scholes. On nei- 
ther occasion did he hurt the player, 
and on the second he appeared to 
be attempting to pull out; but both 
were within yards of Durkin who had 
already made it dear he was going 
to referee by the book. It was the 

eighth iBsmifisal qiffm ftdhy flipls^i 

this season. 

Chelsea re-organised by with- 


drawing Petrescu, who had been a 
negligible influence as skipper; and 
replacing him with Eddie Newton 
who immediately became their 
seventh captain of the season. They 
then pulled in the wagtms and invited 
United to break them down. 

They could not There was no lack 
of chances, with United having 24 
goal attempts across the 90 minutes, 
but only five were on target The best 
chances fell to Beckham, who 
spooned his shot over when set up 
by Scholes, and Scholes himself He 
brought two great saves from De 
Goey a diving stop after 57 minutes 


and a leaping tip over the bar with 
15 minutes of the match remaining. 

Instead of being the hero Scholes 
ended the villain. Harshly booked for 
fouling Petrescu just before the 
hreak he went for a clumsy challenge 
on Goldbaek 

United, who have beaten Chelsea 
in the FA Cup three times in the last 
five seasons, will not fear a trip to 
London. “We’ve a good record down 
there," Ferguson said. Both he and 
Vialli agreed that Arsenal, already 
with the lightest fixture load, were 
the day’s winners. “They are 
favourites for the League now” 


added the United manager, “but 
we’re still in the Cup and we've got 
to take that” 

Chester United (3-3- 3-1): SchmeKhefc Berg, 
vllle (Y&rke. 70], Brown; G Neville. Keane, 
i; Beckham. Scholes. Btomqwst (Sheringham. 


P Neville 
Irwin 


SI |; Sobfcper (Cole. 81). Substitutes not used: 
i da Gouvj - • - - 


Van i 


>uw Igk). Curtis 

i (4-4- M|- DeGoey: Fener. Lambourde. 
Desailly. Le Same Petrescu (Newton, h-o. Di Mar- 
■Ita Moms. Goldbaek; ZoLt (Myers. 78|:Ro iFors- 
sed. 59). Substitutes net used: Hitchcock (eh). 
Nkholls. 

Referee: P Durkin (Portland). 

Sendings off; Manchester United: Scholes 
(85). Chelsea: DI Matteo (45). 

Bookings: Manchester (fated: Keane. Scholes. 
P Nevflle. Chehtic Desailly. Di Martea 
Man of the match: Desailly 
Attendance: 54.537. 


United await takeover 
verdict. News section, page 14 




Week ahead! 


Rugby Union: S S Motor Racing: 9 M Racing: 
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A plate of chips and a Cornish pasting 


CHELSEA AGAINST Liverpool 
i seemed an attractive prospect 
last weekend: the multi' 
national entertainers against 
the former greats struggling to 
make sense of their season. 

However; choosing a match 
has been harder since I left the 
Football Association; arrange- 
ments are not so easily made, 
and other factors often intrude. 
On this occasion my new wife 
wanted to visit Cornwall to re- 
gale her relatives with the de- 
tails of our nuptials. 

The long drive from the 
edge of the Fens on a wet Fri- 
day evening is not improved by 
the Highways Agency’s apolo- 
gies for delay. There was not 
much left of the day when we 
finally arrived near St Austell, 
so on Saturday I did not relish 


travelling very fan The west- 
ern-most fixture in the Screw- 
fix Direct Western League 
appeared to be at Bideford. 

Rather than seize the 
chance to quiz the gentlemen 
or ladies of Screwfix about 
thefr experience of sponsoring 
football, I derided we would find 
a match nearer our base. 

The Jewson South Western 
League operates further west, 
so ffihdebridge Ibwn v Bodmin 
Town was ideal Great nephew 
Jason, a nine-year-old long- 
distance Liverpool supporter 

had, surp rising ly known that 

Bo dmin played in yellow. 

Thus when we arrived at 
Bodieve Park shortly after the 
SL30pm kick of£ we knew right 
away the early strike from the 
team in red was a home goaL 


Wadebridge boasts “ample’' 
cover on page 716 of the Non- 
League Directory. It may be 
ample for their average atten- 
dance, but the small terrace in 
question could not accommo- 
date many of the 126 fans who 
enjoyed this Cornish derby. 

Half-time came with the 
score at 2-0. We asked the 
groundsman whether Wade- 
bridge would struggle to hold 
their lead with the wind and 
slope against them. He seemed 
to take umbrage at our unin- 
tended slur on his pitch. “It’s 
the same for both teams," he 
gruffly replied. 

Perhaps it was, but the vis- 
itors, Bochnin, never adapted to 
the unique contours. The 
Wadebridge striker, Mark 
Rapsey, scored a hat-trick. 



GRAHAM 

Kelly 


missed a penalty and strongly 
urged me to recommend him 
to Kevin Keegan as we chatted 
after the 4-0 home win. 

The Cornish hospitality was 
as warm as usual, even to the 
extent that I was offered a 


guestappearanceinthe^&de- 
bridge veterans team the fid- 
lowing morning. My playing 
reputation had dearly pre- 
ceded me. 

So, eartySundayfounduson 
the road again, flowing some 
very precise directions to a de- 
lightful little sailing and hoBday 
spot, Mawnan Smith, near Fd- 
mouth. The hosts were clean- 
ing mud out of the showers 
when I entered the tiny dress- 
ing-room. 

Soon aftet; the bus carrying 
the Whdehridge team and sup- 
porters (six wives) wound its 
w^y down the narrow lane to 
the ground, the driver having 
lost his way twice. 

Players of my vintage 
always vie for the shorts with 
the 34-inch waist. No one wffl 


admit to 36 or 38. After intro- 
ductions I surreptitiously 
squeezed into the onty38 in the 

kitbag. It seemed to me that the 

much laundered No 1 2 shirt, 


shrunk to become a small- 
medium. The playing kit thus 
rendered any sharp turns to- 
tally out the question. 

As I went out to warm up (it 

only takes me two minutes 

nowadays, otherwise my game 

is badly affected), I realised 
that it was going to be a diffi- 
cult match. The pitch was 
choppy toe breeze formidable 
and the slope, again, consid- 
erable. 

However; all went well I 
struck an instant under- 
standing with my new team- 
mates, who realised after their 



Jf 





o t 


-\<VV- _■ 






mm0- : f 




Chris Perry, the Wimbledon central defender; tracks Leicester City’s danger man, Tony Cottee, at Selhnrst Park during Saturday’s Premiership confrontation ARsport 


Guppy strike stops rot at Leicester 


THERE WAS something terribly 
ironic in an item carried in 
Saturday’s programme, on a 
page evidently printed before 
last Wednesday night. It said 
“Joe Kinnear made history in 
midweek, with the game at 
Sheffield Wednesday, when he 
became the longest serving 
manager in Wimbledon's 
League history. Joe equalled 
Dave Bassett's 283 League 
games in charge with the l-l 
draw at Everton before dock- 
ing up the record-breaking 
game at Hillsborough." 

Having been eliminated from 
boto cup competitions by his old 
dub. Spurs, in the previous 
month, and having expended 
considerable energy along the 


BY ADAM SZRETER 


Wimbledon 
Leicester City 


way Wimbledon's season was in 
danger of falling apart So when 
news came through of their 2-1 
victory in Sheffield to follow 
two baffling draws w i th Everton 
and Aston VQla, it was bard not 
to think, “Good old Joe, he’s 
turned them round again." 

Then came the announce- 
ment that he had suffered a 
heart attack an hour or so 
before Wednesday night’s 
game. If any Premiership man- 
ager deserves a good, long rest 
it would be Kinnear and even 
he might have been glad to 


spend Saturday afternoon in his 
hospital bed, rather than watch- 
ing this miserable match. 

The second-lowest crowd of 
the season had turned out to 
greet the Worthington Cup 
finalists, and those who stayed 
away prtibably eqjqyed a fine af- 
ternoon. The meeting of the two 
dubs who, more then any others, 
have won plaudits and admira- 
tion fix- thek ability sim^y to sur- 
vive in the top flight over the past 
few seasons was never likely to 
be a classic, and so it proved. 

The small crowd, the bumpy 
pitch and. frankly the quality of 
the football made it akin to 
watching a practice match at 
times. In the circumstances it 
would be appropriate to dwell 


on the positive aspects of the 
game and ignore both teams' 
shortcomings, but the plain 
fact is that, Steve Guppy's won- 
derful winning strike from dis- 
tancein the sixth minute apart, 
there were precious few. 

For Wimbledon Marcus 
Gayle went dose with a header 
in first-half injuiy-tirae and 10 
minutes after the break, with 
Frenchman PegguyArphexad 
replacing the injured Kasey 
Keller to the Leicester goal, 
Jason EueH had an equaliser 
mysteriously ruled out, possi- 
bly for offside. John Hartson, 
back after his four-match sus- 
pension, made no impact after 
coming on for Ffan igfenini a 
minute later 


Steve Wfclsh hit the bar for 
Leicester midway through the 
second half and Tbny Cottee 
squandered a couple of half- 
chances, but nothing was going 
to stop their manage r, Martin 
O’Neill, savouring toe arrest of 
their recent bad run of results 
that had threatened' to over- 
shadow (lie trip to Wembley in 
a fortnight's time. 

“It’s the usual thing," O’Neill 
said. “Wfe thought we were bet- 
ter than our position, but you’re 
never better than your position, 
so todaywas massive for ns.” Hie 
added that Keller’s withdrawal 
was merely a precaution. 

“Hopefully Joe was asleep 
and hasn’t heard toe result,” 
said David Kemp, in charge of 


Wimbledon along with Mick 
Harford in Kmnearis absence. 
“It's been a traumatic week. 
Maybe the seriousness of his ill- 
ness has started to sink in for 
the players, but hopefully we 
canputit behind us. One of the 
major incidents to this dub’s 
history has happened - we 
dotft want to make excuses but 
it puts football into perspective." 

Goat Guppy (6} 0-1. 

■ Mb to da a (4-3-3): SuDhm: Cunnkrtwn, 
Refry Thatctec Kimble Roberta. EuetC Ear- 
le Ekoku (Hartson, 56). M Hughes (C 
Hughes. 75). Gayle. Sabstfcates not 
used: Artie* Con. Heald (gk). 
L eto — e rOty (3-5-2): Kcncr (Arphcaad. 
h-t): Bllott, Taggart, Walsh: Kaamark. 
Savage. Lennon, tzsec. Guppy: Cottee, Mar- 
shall. Substitutes not used: Gurmlaugs- 


son. Fenton, Impey. Zagorakb, 

Rafone-. A Huts IQxfnrrtV 


M em ft Harris (Oxford). 
Booking: WtabladoK C Hughes. 
Man of ttM natti: Guppy. 
Mobm 11, SOT. 



Saints take diabolical 
liberties and prosper 


Game Results 6/3/99. 

This Saturday there were 9 score draws: 


SWINDON V BOLTON 
GILLINGHAM V PRESTON 
WYCOMBE V COLCHESTER 
PETERBORO V HARTLEPOOL 
EAST FIFE V LIVINGSTON 


BRECHIN V COWDENBEATH 

BARROW V CHELTENHAM 

DOVER V FOREST GREEN 

FMW BOROUGH V WELLING 


‘Matchmaker Adjudicated Results for postponed matches 


Home wins 16): CREWE v GRIMSBY; PORT VALE v BRADFORD, 
WIGAN « BURNLEY. ROTHERHAM « BARNET, ALBION v MONTROSE. 
Away wins (3): DARLINGTON , BRENTFORD, LEEK TOWN v YEOVIL 
No score draws (0): NONE 
Score draws ID): NONE. 


6017 LUCKY WINNERS THIS WEEK 
PAYOUTS FOR 8, 7, 6 AND 5 SCORE DRAWS 

Van can now play until 4.30pm every Saturday. 


CATECBHT 
8 Score draw 
7 Score draws 

6 Score draws 
5 Score draws 


If. OF 
HflUKl 


Annum 

EACH HIIB 


NO WINNERS 

31 £2,190.50 

611 £47.50 

5375 £5 


Vakm Df tickets entered tin mk: £326,019. 
38% of sain eoat i ttot a l to prizes, 
lids week’s ceatribattea to good hub £71,801. 


EVERY WEEK ITS A WHOLE NEW BALL GAME. 


To daun your prise, feltamr iratructione on the back of your ticket. 

You must be 16 or over lo play or claim a prize. 

In the rani of any discrepancy in the abmo, the data ewitamad 
in the central computer system shall prevail. 


LAST APRIL, Southampton, sit- 
ting pretty for once to the mid- 
dle of toe table, ended West 
Ham's ambitions of European 
football with a devil-may-care 

4-2 win at Upton Park. This sea- 
son they are playing a more 
familiar game of dervil-take- 
the-hindmost, and as well as 
andarmningthe London dub’s 
aspirations again, Saturday's 
much closer victory offered 
renewed hope of escaping Old 
Nick's clutches. 

It was a fixirth home success 
in a row, but the pressure to 
keep winning at The Dell - 
already fierce - will increase 
further if Dave Jones’s team 
. continue to falter on the road. 
After toe Middlesbrough match 
on Sunday their next trip is to 
Coventry on Easter Monday 
which is a date to be ringed on 
all those Hampshire Country- 
side calendars, along with toe 
visits from Blackburn (17 April; 
and Everton in a potential epic 
on the last day of the season. 

On their own tight littlepitch 
in front of supportive capacity 
crowds, and with an attacking 
formation, Southampton have 
dropped only two points since 
November Picking both Matt 
Le Tissier and Hassan 


BY STEVE TONGUE 


So uthamp ton 
West Ham United 


Kachloul behind two strikers 
gives their opponents some- 
thing to think about most of the 
time, though to be fair to Jones, 
it is easy to see that his suspect 
defence does not then get the 
protection it needs. 

Although Le Ussier made 
one important goafline clear- 
ance on Saturday, his best 
friends would not claim track- 
ing opposing midfielders as a 
strength, and Kachloul ’s weak- 
ness in the same area meant 

that for long periods West Ham 
were able to attack at will down 
his flank. Unfortunately; Ian 
Pearce, a big, strong centre- 
halt spent the second half play- 
ing there, his wild shot over the 
bar from six yards out the re- 
sult of having such an obviously 
square peg in a round hole. 

Marc Keller and Eyal 
Berfeovic were also guilty of bad 
misses from close in. When 
Trevor Sinclair shot more 
accurately, Paul Jones made 
two excellent saves, Scott HDey 
backing him up on toe second 
occasion with a heroic clear- 


ance under pressure. “I can’t 
believe we haven’t taken any- 
thing from toe game," 
lamented Harry Redknapp, the 
manager: “I couldn’t fault 1 - the 
effort, but the final bit of qual- 
ity in delivering the ball or hit- 
ting the back of the net was 
missing.” 

Good fortune was biding, as ' 
well, when Southampton I 
mounted ffiiwfird^u fo iHrintfa g . 
10th minute, at which point 
West Ham had already had 
four scoring opportunities. 
Kachloul’ s drive would have 
gone straight to Shaka Hislop, 
but Bio Ferdinand’s unneces- 
sary deflection deceived toe 
cotter Shaka and riid inride Us 
right-hand posh 

Even if the Saints are 
granted some of that sort of luck 
on their travels to the next six 

weeks, staying up wili still be 
devilishly difficult 
Goal: Kachloul (10) 14. 

Southampton (4-4-2): Jones: HSey. Lurv- 
dekvSm, Qcrafl. Coftcccr. Oakley. Le Ussier 
(Ripley; 85). Maraden. Kachtaut Beattie. 
MHtgjhcs.SiibrtlUdgM not iqefcD Hugh- 


es. Bridge, Mess. Marshall taM- 
West Ham United (3-5-2): Hislop: 
Pearce. Fenfnand, Ruddock: Lomas. Lam- 


part. FW (Kaon. 71). Berhovie, Keller. 
Shxteir. Di Canto. Subs titu te s not used: 
Min to. Morcun Potts. Forrest (gk). 
M m* : D Gallagher (Banbury). 
Booking*: Norte. 

Mu of the match: Jones. 
Attendance: 15.240. 


Illtalal 


first through ball eluded my 


attempts ra cumrov «•«««** 

speedily towards the Channel 
that I wanted passes to feet I 


am a deceptive footballer, 
slower than l look. We won 4-0 
to complete a successful dou- 
ble for Wadebridge. After the 
obligatory group photograph 
andaplateafcbfos, we said our 
farewells and I settled down 

with the newspapers for the 
long journey home. 

Robbie Fbwler had report- 
edly made a disgusting gestae 
to Graeme Le Same, Mow while 
the Laws of the Game say that 
a pfayer must be sent off if he 
is heard by the referee to use 
offensive, insulting or abusive 
language, there is insufficient 
punishment for obscene 
gestures. The offending player 


can be cautioned for unsport | 
mg behaviour, but this h w$ 
enough. There should be « ‘ 
offence of gross unsporting; 
behaviour. 

Nor can the referee be 
expected to hear the verbal 
exchanges that occur between j 

opponents, whether the taunti| 

are of a racist, sexist or merej 

ly abusive nature. 

Sledging needs to be out- 
lawed by a Professional Foot- 
ballers* Association edict, if 
the Fowter-Le Saux task up \ 
leads to the players (and thd 
managers) agreeing to stamp - 
out verbal wind-ups, then @3 
the fuss will have been worth- 
while. 

But sadty the fresh air of 
Cornwall already seenua dis- 
tant memory. - . - 


Coventry wel 
placed to shii 
the pressure 


AFTER ALL these years, a foot- 
ball season just would not be 
toe same without Coventry tee- 
tering cm the brink. Mid-table 
is all very welt but given that 
they are unlikely ever to win the 
title, it is only by jousting with 
disaster from time to time that 
they give meaning to their 
existence. 

On occasions this season 
they have looked far too good 

to be mentioned even as outside 
candidates for relegation. Yfet 
there they stood on Saturday 
morning, one place - one point 
'-above the bottom three Good 
they may be but not, regrettably, 
every week. 

During 32 years in the top 
division, luck has frequently 
been their friend, casting mis- 
fortune on somebody else at the 
critical moment. This season 
they might not need it. Half of 
their remaining 10 games are 
against sides, like themselves, 
whose survival cannot be guar- 
anteed. Three of those provide 
their next three home fixtures, 
against Blackburn (next Sat- 
urday), Southampton and Mid- 
dlesbrough. 

Thus can Coventry influ- 
ence the fate of others as well 
as determine their own. It is an 
opportunity they cannot think 
of passing up, especially with a 
new ground to toe offing. Fine 
fatalities are all well and good 
but even toe smartest stadium 
loses its lustre if the football 
played within is second rate. 

But the run-in has begun wdl 
enough. Coventry were supeib 
at Aston VIQa and frill of char- 
acter on Saturday too catalyst 
on both occasions the percep- 
tiveness and general authority 
of Gary McAllister in central 
midfield Here they put three 
vital points between themselves 
and Charlton -also contenders 
for toe drop, of course - even 
after losing a player to a con- 
tentious red card 

As Gordon Strachan said, 
had you been watching events 
unfold on Teletext you might 
not have given Coventry much 
hope after Chariton wait ahead 
and the tame side’s John Aloisi 
was sent off, all in the space of 
SO seconds. 




BY JON CULLEY 


Coventry City 
Chariton Athletic 


Akaa feted after scoring ta$7 
of toe four goals his skteputpast^ 
vaia. was the casualty of a nsfc 
ning battle with CharitwfrU 
Danny Mills, whom, he allege^ 
had been sledging toroughoOfc 
the match as weQ as leariugi' 
studmarks on his chest Thefrfip; 
tic spat was not in the flowfegp 
Le Saux bracket but unseeo&Jjj 
none the less. Aloisi was foofijM 
to react but had cause to ftjpju 
hard done by after MIBs i jEa l 
sponded to an outstretched 
as if punched by Mike Tyson. r : « ! 

The incident reshaped tfe ... 


match, but not to the benefit 
Charlton, whom their manajp ! 
er. Alan Curbfchiey; said had ask -■ J 
known how to win againsf 19 j 
angry opponents. M I wanted - 
people to be upheld, keeping - , 
their players away from oar • 
goal," he said “But when ttay i 
attacked us we panicked Wfe . j 
pulled people behind thetal i 
but they weren’t doing wafer j 
thing, weren't marking pm* 

Coventry did know whatw ■ 
do and scored twice in toe lay- 
24 minutes, first through No£^ 
Whrian, who took up a strike* flu 
position after Alois’s red can|£ 
having started as suspended 
George Boateng’s repLaireme^\ 
on toe right of midfield, and-.- 
then Tkond Soltvedt 

The Norwegian midfielder r 
whose goals this season hzritT. 
been scored as substitute^ 
pulled off toe trick for the thkd-; •- 
time, with the help of a deflect " 
tion off- somewhat aptly after 
a week discussing the hind, 
quarters of a footballer’s analog 
my - Danny Mills’s bottom. Jig 

Goals: Robinson (55) 0-1: Whelan rff >' 

1-1: Solwedt (85) 2-1. . . -jMp 

c — M JKI M CJtf (4-4-2): HetimwK Nftra6o?T 
Suw. UwlHams, Burrows Whelan. Wfcs . . 
McAllister, Froggatt: Huekertoy (Some*.' 
75). AloisL Sofcsdrutes not anti: fen- 1 
fc. Gfoacchim. Shilton, Offlzmx (gk). 
Chartton Athletic (V5-21: Rayas 
Brown. Tiler: Robinson (Berness. 

Jones. Klnsetla. Redfeam (Barnes, 8ate§* 
Powell: Pringle. Horn (Mortimer. 73J. 
tinwj not used: Mendonca. IBc 
Refarve: J Winter (Stocktoo-on-lM-iJS, 
Semfiag-off: Cou nt r y : Aloisi pTHafc 
BooUnfs: Coventry: Hednw. Wi»ete;-f; 

Oiarieoa: Redream. _ ‘9 

Man of aw maedt: McAIHsw ' • £ 

Attendance: 20.259. - - W 
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FOOTBALL/3 


Geordie 
hero has 
Georgia 
in mind 



THE GEORDIE 
hero from Geor- 
gia might not be on 
Tyneside beyond 
the summer Even 
ifhe plays in every 
game between now and the 
season's end, Temuri Ketsbaia 
wM not satisfy the Department 
o( ’{Employment’s stipulation 
that foreign legionnaires in 
English football must appear in 
75 per cent of their club's 
matches to have their work 
permit renewed 

Evertan were left wishing he 
had been sent home already. 
The main reason the Tof- 
feemen came unstuck on a 
cloying St James' Park pitch 
was the strikingly different for- 
ward with the strikingly pol- 
ished pate. 

He scored twice and set up 
an Alan Shearer goal as New- 
castle moved within one match 
of returning to the twin domes 
o£ Wembley for the FA Cup 
final. They did so under the 
guidance of Ruud Gullit, who 
lifted the old tin pot with- 
t’,‘ elsea two years ago, but 
ironically, with the vital assis- 
tance of two bargain buys he 
inherited from tide manager 
who presided over Newcas- 
tle’s Cup final embarrassment 
against Arsenal last May. 

Kenny Dalglish could have 
been excused a wry smile in 
the television commentary box 
as be watched Ketsbaia and 
George Georgiadis. who 
scored Newcastle’s crucial 
second goal, steer his old club 
into the semi-finals. He 
brought the former to St 
James' Park on a free-transfer 
from AEK Athens and the lat- 
ter from Panathinaikos for 
£450,000. It was his successor, 
though, who wore the broadest 
smile afterwards. “We are 
>ing in the right direction,” 
Hit said. “The players are 
responding well to what we 
want to do here. 1 think some- 
times they don’t believe how 
good they can play." 

Everton have not won at St 
James’ since Boxing Day 1986, 
en route to their second cham- 
pionship under Howard 
Kendall. They still had Dave 
Watson at the heart of their 


r 


by Simon Turnbull 

Newcastle United 
Everton 


defence yesterday but they 
were found short of trophy- 
winning quality in the final 
half-an hour. 

That they were short of luck, 
too, was evident from the 10th 
minute, when Francis Jeffers 
shot across the face, of the 
home goal after Nick Barmby 
found the teenager unmarked 
on the left angle of the New- 
castle penalty area. Fortune did 
not favour them in the 20th 
minute, either. 

The right-foot shot Ketsbaia - 
delivered from 20 yards would 
have been tipped wide by 
Thomas Myhre had it not taken 

a rieflprtin n off Vfarm yisAtvtrm 

on its way towards the Leazes 
End goal The build-up, how- 
ever; was worthy of reward. 
Shearer haring fluked SHrio 
Marie’s ball from the left invit- 
ingly into the path of his strik- 
ing partner: 

It was a different story after 
the break. With Don Hatchison 
pushed forward and Barmby 
scheming impishly, Everton 
took control for quarter-of-an- 
houc 

They drew level in the 57th 
minute, David Unsworth 
unleashing an unstoppable 
left-foot shot from the fringe of 
the Newcastle penalty area. 
The tide, however, turned 
derisively against them five 
minutes later 

Hutchison left Shearer in a 
heap 25 yards from goal and 
Myhre was unable to hold on 
to the low free-kick Dietmar 
Hamann swept into the goal- 
mouth. Materazzi tried to hack 
the loose ball clear but Geor- 
giadis, a 54th-minute substitute 
for the debutant Marie, 
returned it with interest his 
low shot rubbing salt into the 
Italian defender’s wounds as it 
took a deflection off him on its 
way into the net 

Georgiadis, 27 today, was 
celebrating again after 73 min- 
utes. It was his rolled pass 
from the left that led to Kets- 
baia’s second goal, though it 
was no formality for the Geor- 




blows aside 
Smith plan 




Newcastle’s Alan Shearer and Temuri Ketsbaia celebrate sealing Everton’s fete in yesterday’s quarter-final PA 


gia n , who jinked inside his 
marker before beating Myhre 
with a sweetly-struck left foot 
drive. 

It gave Newcastle the luxu- 
ry of a two-goal cushion but 
they ventured further into the 
comfort zone before the final 
whistle. After the Georgian 
and Georgiadis, it was left to a 


Geordie to have the final say on. 
the score-sheet nine minutes 
from time. 

It was a superbly crafted 
goal that spoke volumes for the 
fluent football Gullit has slow- 
ly teased from his team in his 
six months on Tyneside. 
Hamann launched the move 
with a fine ball to Shearer; who 


finished it with a blasting right- 
foot shot - after exchanging 
passes with Ketsbaia, who had 
to elude three defenders to 
keep the attack in motion. 

The hope an Tyneside today 
is that Newcastle can somehow 
keep the Georgian Geordie. 

Cin»fac Ketsbaia (21) l-O: Unswoftti (57) 
1-l:Geort*a» (62)1-1:1 
Shearer (81) 4-1. 


Newcastle Untoed (4-4-2): Given; Bar- 
ton. Detatus. Homy. Doml: Solano. Lee. 
Hamann. Marie (Georgiadis. 54): Shear- 
er. Ketsbaia. SMsthseea not awt 
Qurvet. Saha, Brady: Harper [gkj- 
Bwm a (4-4-2): Myhre; Weir. Watson, 
Materazzi. O'Kane; Barmby. Unsworth. 
Hutchison. Grant: Jeffers (Oster. 74),Car- 
damwterl (Bakayofto. 74]^ 

1: Short. Bran 


;Kec*&ta(73>S-i: 


. Branch, Sbnonsen (gk). 
: G Barber (Surrey). 

Wn aMa gK Wewaalt: Barton. Mifew : 
Pwjmw. Hutchison. 

Ulan of Un match: Barmby: 

: 36.594. 


THIS IS what ArsSne Wenger 
had to say about the referee 
Steve Dunn, who repeatedly 
came underfire from Arsenal’s . 
supporters during foe FA Cup 
quarter-final against Derby 
County on Saturday: “It was a 
difficult match for him.” 

If we are used to Wenger’s 
diplomacy, and there is legit- 
imate cause for concern 
about the standard of match 
officials: generally Dunn 
deserved more credit that 
the crowd was prepared to 
give him. 

The difficulty Arsenal’s 
manager had in mind sprang 
from Dotty’s deployment of 
Lee Carsley as a policeman on 
Dennis .Bergkamp and their 
determination to make life dif- 
ficult for the Cup holders. 

This led quickly to a heavy 
tackle on Bergkamp that 
looked fair enough and would 
prove so under television 
scrutiny. 

The trouble is - and the 
authorities are greatly to 
blame for this - supporters 
have been introduced to foe 
notion ofa game without heavy 
physical contact and weighted 
in favour of the artist 

A personal point of view is 
that despite his issue of nine 
yellow cards and dismissing 
Dean Sturridge for disputing 
the legitimacy of Arsenal's 
last-minute winner; Dunn 
did bis best to keep the game 
flowing. 

That very few Arsenal sup- 
porters agreed was evident 
from calls made later to David 
MeQor’s pompously presented 
Saturday night radio pro- 
gramme. It appears that none 
took into account the prob- 
lems Wenger had identified 
when speaking about foe 1- 
0 victory that kept Arsenal on 
course for a second successive 
Double. As for Mellon while 
there is plenty of room for im- 
provement in referees it will not 
be achieved by his egotistical 
hectoring. 

Jim Smith’s philosophical 
acceptance of another FA Cup 
disappointment - 30 years in 
' the game without a Wembley 
appearance -was ahealthy re- 
minder that there are sounder 
men than MeQorin positions of 
influence. 

“We came with a plan and it 
almost worked," he mused. 
“It’s hand to lose with only'53 
seconds left but that’s cup 
football In any case I don’t sit 
at home thinking about how 
great it would be to lead a team 
out in foe Cup final. “That’s 
more your minds. My priority 


BY KEN JONES 

Arsenal 
Derby County 


is league football, doing well in 

the Cup is just a bonus.” 

Wenger pointed out that he 
could be better placed to 
emulate last season’s splendid 
achievements. “At this time a 
year ago we knew that it was 
possible to become champions 
by winning all our games and 
drew a First Division club 
[Wolverhampton] in the 
semi-finals,” he said. “Now we 
need Manchester United and 
Chelsea to lose while we are 
winning.” 

With less than a minute of 
normal time left on Saturday 
the Arsenal manager was fac- 
ing foe prospect of a difficult 
replay. Then Bergkamp 
slipped Carsley 1 s clutches to 
win a comer that would foil 
luckily for the substitute 
Nwankwo Kanu to turn and 
hook in foe winner 

Derby deserved better but 
paid again for not being able to 
match defensive efficiency 
(third best in the Premier- 
ship) with purposeful attack- 
ing. “It’s been a fog problem all 
season,” Igor Stimac, foe cen- 
tre-half, said. “Wfe just don't 
take our chances." Smith nod- 
ded in rueful agreement “We 
had opportunities in the first 
half but it was the same old 
story. After that we were 
always under pressure ” 

Unable to establish contact 
with their attackers, giving 

foe ball away too cheaply when 
they did, Derby provided 
Arsenal with plenty of oppor- 
tunities to press forward and 
Ray Parlour with room to com- 
pensate for foe absence of 
Emmanuel Petit and Patrick 
Vieira. “The fact that we had 
19 shots speaks for itself,’ 
Wenger said. 

Maybe, but statistics are 
unfair to Derby’s well organ- 
ised grit and a dedicated re- 
sponse to the {dan that Smith 
laid out for than. 

flail: Kinu (90) 1-0. 

ArMnal (4-4-2): Seaman; Dixon. 
Krown. Adams. WlnceiUurn; ljungberg 
[Kanu, 60). Parlour. Hughes (Vivas. 
46). Ovemuars (Dlamora. 77); AnelUa. 
Bergkamp. Sabseftaces not used: 
Upson. Manninger (gk). 

Derby Gxmb) (1 -4-2-3): Haulr, Stimac; 
Laursen. Prior. Carsley: Schnoor (Hum, 
86); Era nlo, Powell; Mtonctmpe, 5 cur- 
ridge. Burton. Substitutes not used: 
Harper. Koduk, Bala no. Poom (gk). 
Re fer — : s Dunn (Bristol) 
Sending-off: Derby. Sturridge (89). 
Bookings: Arsenal: Winterburn. 
Anelka. Parlour, Vivas. Derby: Schnoor, 
Powell, Sturridge. Laursen. Eranio. 
Mm of die match: Parlour. 
Attendance: 38.046. 


Old Firm Cup final on the cards 


THE DRAW for the semi-finals 
of the Tennent’s Scottish Cup 
has opened foe door for the first 
<^i Finn firm) for 10 years. 
^Rangers, who struggled for 
long periods in their 2-1 win 
over Falkirk yesterday, were 
drawn with St Johnstone who 
had beaten Motherwell on 
Saturday. . 

Tbnight Celtic are at Morton, 
the winners meeting either Ayr 
United or Dundee United, who 
meet in the fourth quarter-final 
on Saturday. 

Darren Dods and Miguel 
Simao were the heroes for St 
Johnstone in their win at Fir 


SCOTTISH 

ROUND-UP 


BY DAVID MCKINNEY 

Park, while foe Rangers coach, 
Dick Advocaat, expressed dis- 
appointment with his team’s 
display against Falkirk, of the 
First Division. 

Neil McCann and Lorenzo 
Amoroso were on target but 


McCann’s goal, Stefan Bos, 
the Rangers goalkeeper had to 
rescue his side on several oc- 
casions. 

“There were some very poor 


performances,” Advocaat said 
“Falkirk did well They were 
well organised at the back and 
looked fresher than us today”. 

The semi-final against St 
Johnstone has again paired the 
League Cup finalists of earlier 
in the season, with Rangers win- 
ning 2-1 cm that occasion. 

But Sandy Clark, foe St 
Johnstone manager, com- 
mented: “We have played 
Rangers a few times this sea- 
son and have been getting clos- 
er to them, so hopefully this 
time we can go one better" 

Celtic travel to Greenock to 
take on a Morton side managed 


by one of their former employ- 


Tbmmy Burns for three years 
at Celtic: he has spent much of 
fois week playing down talk of 
revenge, but wfll be determined 
that his side puts up a good 
show m what will be the last big 
occasion to be held at their an- 
tiquated Cappielow Ground. 

Dundee United overcame 
the challenge of First Division 


PaulSturrock’s side has strug- 
gled m the tournament they can 
anticipate a tough tie at Ayr; 
where Kilmarnock were beat- 
en in an earlier round. 


Ian Wallace has pleadedwith 
Dumbarton to tell him why be 
has been suspended as man- 
ager Wallace was told by foe 
club rhafr-man Douglas DaL 
gipj-^h after the 2-0 defeat by 
East Stiiiing yesterday to stay 
away from the Scottish Third 
Division club while an inquiry 
is carried ouL 

■ Jim Fhrry has protested his 
innocence in the Jorge Cadete 
affair that led to his suspension 
as Scottish Fbotball Association 
chief executive. He feces 
judgement at Hampden Park 
today when the SFA Council 
discuss his future. 


Inter taste defeat again Hammam tribute 

to retiring Jones 


MANCHESTER UNITED’S 
European Cup quarter-final 
opponents, Internationale, fell 
to another defeat yesterday 


wr 

inSerieA 

Yksel Osmanovski struck in 

the 43rd minute to give Bari 
their first victory in two months 
and condemn Inter to their 
sixth match. withnuta win. The 
Former Bari Striker; Nicola 
Ventola, had the visitors' best 
ch prire to score but mis-kicked 

from point-blank range. 

Sateroitana made the mis- 
take of scoring first against 

Lazia who then replied with six 

of their own. Briefly, Salernitana 
looked like repeating last No- 
vember’s home win over Laao 

when ighli Vanucchi scored in 
3lst minute and nearly 
awed a second in foe 33rd 
when his shot was cleared off 
the line tty Paolo Negro. 

Negro levelled in the 44ft be- 
fore the league leaders - pos- 



OVERSEAS 

ROUND-UP 


BY Clive White 

Cup - ran away with the match 
after the breakthrough goals 
from Christian Vieri, two from 
Marcelo Salas, an own goal by 
Salvatore Fresi and a last- 
minute effort from Alessandro 
Nesta. Lazio are now two 
matches short of equalling last 
season’s club record of 16 
league matches without defeat 

Ftorentina survived an earty 
scare when Parma’s Enrico 
Chiesa hit the bar in the fourth 
minute to win 2-1 with goals 
from setpieees by the Belgian 
Luis Oliveira - onty his second 
goal offoe season -direct from 
a free-kick and Bin Costa with 
a penalty. The Croatian Mario 
S tonic scored for Parma. 

Despite an unimpressive 
first-half against Piacenza, 
MDan scored in the 43 rd minute 
when Oliver Bierhoff caught 
Vhlerio Fiori off his line with a 


looping header that went in off 
the bar and held on to it until the 
finish. Piacenza had deto Polo- 
nia sent off for a second book- 
able offence in the 55fo minute. 

Barcelona extended their 
lead in the Spanish first division 
to four points with a comfort* 
able 4-1 win at Salamanca while 
Real Mallorca surprisingly lost 
2-0 at lowly Alaves. Valencia 
leap-frogged over the island 
tide into second place with a 4-1 
against Athletic Bilbao. 

Goals from Luis Figo, Luis 
Enrique and Patrick Khrivert 
put Barcelona 3-0 up at half- 
time, with substitute Sonny 
Anderson restoring their three- 
goal advantage after Martin 
Cardetti had scored for Sala- 
manca. 

Real Madrid just managed to 
stay in touch with the leading 
group as they so-sped home 3-2 
against Real Zaragoza, thanks 
to Haul Gonzalez’s injury-time 
winner, to give their new coach 
John Tbshack his first win. 

Results, page 4 


THE WIMBLEDON owner; Sam . 
Hammam, yesterday paidtrib- 
utetoVumie Janes after foe de- 
cision by the game’s foremost 
hard-man to retire. Jones, sent 
off 13 times in a controversial 
career both on and off the field, 
is hoping to become a Holly- 
wood film star 

The 35-year-old midfielde r’s 
final dub was Queen’s Park 
Rangers, but he made his name 
as a leading member of the 
Crazy Gang at Wimbledon. He 
also played for Leeds United, 
Sheffield United, Chelsea and 
Wimbledon again. “Fve derid- 
ed to quit football I've had 
enough of this game,” said 
Jones, who starred in the ac- 
daimed film Loris, Stock Aaui 
Two Smoking Barrels. 

Hammam said: “He was no 
Bryan Robson nor Paul Gas- 
crignebutbehadabifityHehas 
been one of the c h aracters of 
his football generation and peo- 


ple will be talking about Vlnnie 
Jones for a number of years.” 

• The Premier League have 
insisted that players will not 
lose out finanrialfy when they 
are on England duty. Premier- 
ship dubs are investigating a 
proposal by Sepp Blatter; the 
Fife president, that they should 
be paid compensation fay na- 


ers are on international duty. 
This had led to concern from 
the Professional footballers' 
Association ova’ players losing 
out as forir dubs would want 
a slice ofthe commercial spin- 
offs they pick up with England 
as compensation. 

Prince Charles is to back 
England’s bid to host the 2006 
Wbrid Cup with a reception for 
leading football figures at his 
home of Higbgrove. The dimei; 
to which the tey decision-mak- 
ers have been invited, will take 
place on FA Cup final weekend. 


Demand for young 
Blades bothers Bruce 


THERE WERE a number of ad- 
ditional spectators at Bramall 
Lane on Saturday, diverted 
from Barnsley’s snowed-ofE FA 
Cup tie with Tottenham. These 
included journalists, Totten- 
ham supporters and half-a- 
dozen weekending Icelandic 
fens but, though ah should have 
enjoyed Sheffield United’s at- 
tractive win over Watford, the 
most rewarding time will have 
been bad fry any Premiership 
scouts in the audience. 

They will have returned to 
their dubs with two names to 
pass on to forir bosses: Curtis 
Wbodhouse and Lee Morris.. 
Both 18 years of age, both in the 
England youth squad and both 
making an impart in the 

Nationwide League's First 
Division with Sheffield United. 

They an long-time friends, 
having grown up together in the 
Yorkshire village of Driffield 
and in the club’s youth teams 
Wbodhouse, the elder by 13 
days, is a busy and perceptive 
midfielder; Morris, the son of 
former Blades and Blackpool 
winger Colin, is a forward. 
Together with Paul Devlin and 
the Brazilian Marcelo they 
destroyed a \fetford side which 
had begun the day in sixth 
place, six points ahead of 
Sheffield. 

Morris, previously played 
as a wingec was outstanding as 
a roving forward playing off 
Marcelo. Quick-footed and 
quickwitted he showed why he 
will be playing today, for Eng- 
land Under-18s against Spain 
in aUefe tournament In a fur- 
ther indication of the need to 
resolve - at all levels - the 
ridiculous congestion of club 


BY GLENN MOORE 

Sheffield United 
Watford 


and international fixtures he 
may then be asked to play a 
part in Sheffield United’s First 
Division match at Portsmouth 
tomorrow. Steve Bruce, Unit- 
ed’s manager, said he was 
reluctant to do so but added his 
team “desperately” needed 
Morris. 

Doe suspects Bruce will rest 
Morris, but be has at least ne- 
gotiated Woodhouse’s release 
as part erf the “deal” that sent 
Morris to Spain. While Morris 
has onfy recenfty come into the 
United first team Wbodhouse 
has been in it all season and 
Bruce was even more loath to 
lose him. His performances 
against Arsenal in the FA Cup 
had underlined his promise 
ami, though forced on Saturday 
to play in a wider role, he 
showed the same eye for a 
pass and pluck for a tackle as 
he had at Highbury 

Idealfy both would play for 
England: such experiences are 
beneficial to young piasters. 
However; Bruce's priority has 
to be United’s promotion 
attempt They are now within 
three points of the playoff zone 
and, like a dozen teams in this 
tightest of divisions, approach 
the season’s end with hope. 
“There are a lot of prints to pJqy 
for and it will go'down to the 
wire,” said Bruce. 

He added: “Wbodhouse has 
been terrific all season while 
Morris has his confidence back 
after suffering a bad ankle 
injury at the start of die seasoa 


He posed them problems all 
afternoon.” 

Watford have their own 
young players but the most 
promising, Gifton Nod-WDfiams, 
was absent with irqury. Without 
him their attack relied upon 
Tommy Mooney. He caused 
problems, but failed to score 
from a series of good chances. 

Had he taken either of the 
brace offered after 15 minutes 
Whtford may have won, both 
sides having come to the game 
with dwindling confidence. 

United then scored three 
goals in 13 minutes. A sweeping 
move, from left-heck to right- 
wing, led to Morris cleverly lay- 
ing the ball bade for Devlin to 
score a heavily deflected first 
Then Morris scored a fine 
individual goal, shooting in from 
a tight angle. The third, driven 
in by Ian Hamilton after Alec 
Chamberlain had fumbled a 
cross under pressure from 
Marcelo, settled the points. 

Neither club are flush with 
cash for strengthening but 
could, in a tight division, find 
their way into the play-offe. 
But promotion would necessi- 
tate heavy investment to avoid 
being followed by an instant 
return. More likely is a Pre- 
miership raid for the likes of 
Woodhouse and Morris, 






!!rjH 5jn0fbfcl. Wumsworm, Quinn' 

OwSfl. Fort PWJss. ®0). HarnHton. Wood- 
houx: Marcelo, Morris. Sated 
usMh iBCQbsen. 

(4-4-2): Chambertain; BaMley; 
WhnJ. Palmer. Robinson: Wright fG&fvc 
55). Hrte. Hsian [Jrofta. eg. 8 "- 1 - 
Smart (Snfltt, 55). Mooney 
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Robson defends letting 
‘the Juventus boy’ go 


RUMOURS 


MIDDLESBROUGH MANAG- 
ER Bryan Robson may have 
been spared another weekend 


his private life but the former 
England captain st3i finds 
hims elf under fire - thfo time 
over his abCi'j; -x otherwise, 
to spot a h adding star. 

This follows me astonish- 
ing story that a youngster he 
considered not good enough 
for the Riverside has signed 
a five-year-deal with the Ital- 
ian champions, Juventus. 

Fbrmer Irish youth inter- 
national Ronnie O’Brien is 
joining the Italians in July 


after creating a good impres- 
sion during the European 
Vbuth Championships - won 
by the Republic - in Cyprus 
last yean 

Robson did not rate him 
and bad already paid him off, 
prompting the youngster to 
take a lead from former Mid- 
dlesbrough striker Eabrizio 
Ravanelli in taking a parting 
shot at the manager as he left. 

“Bryan Robson doestft like 
young players. Be said that to 
us. He prefers experience,” 
O’Brien said. 

The jibe prompted an 
instant reply from Robson, 


To Hull and back for 
Joyce’s star striker 


IF INJURIES, illness and sus- 
pensions do not give a football 
manager headaches eno ugh, 
then spare a thought for Hull 
City’s WarTenJoyce. 

The Tigers manager 
whose side occupy 93 st place 
in the League, had to exclude 
his newly-signed star striker 
from the line-up to fece Mans- 
field on Saturday - because 
the dub could not afford the 
transfer foe. 

Hull, desperately trying to 
sustain their revive} under 
Joyce, signed Colin Aldde 
from Lincoln a month ago, 
repotedbr for a £50,000 fee. The 
striker scored on his debut at 
Brentford 24 hours later 

Reports suggest, however; 
that only £10,000 changed 
hands at the time and when 
the balance - plus VAT - fen 


due last week, Hull simply 
could not find the cash. 

Aldde wanted to stay and 
the dub reportedly offered an- 
other £10,000 to postpone set- 
tlement for another month but 

the Tinrnln rhflirmfln, John 
F teamrei, mskted tm thp frill 
or the return of his player 

The situation is an embar- 
rassing one for Hull’s new 
chflrrman 1 Tbm Belton, who 
succeeded the unpopular 
David Lloyd after the tennis 
millionaire thr eaten e d to 
close the dob. Belton had 
described the signing of Aldde 
as a reward to Tigers fans for 
their loyally but was reluctant 
to discuss the matter at the 
weekend. “We’ve not been 
able to reach an agreement,” 
he said. That's all I'm pre- 
pared to say.” 


who vigorously defended his 
record with young players. 

“Ask Robbie Stockdale 
whether I like younger play- 
ers,” Robson said, referring to 
one teenager holding down a 
place in the side. “If kids are 
good ennngh I like them, if not 
I have no time for them. 

“People hit the ceiling 
because Ronnie has gone to 
Juventus, hut he hasn’t done 
anything yet Good luck to 
him. I hope he does really well 
and proves me wrong. But no- 
body we have released has 
mark* ft in the top flight, and 
I don’t think Ronnie wDL" 


The Premiership teams 
without a sending-off this 
season after Coventry's 
John Aioisi spoiled the 
last unblemished record on 
Saturday 
9 

Sunderland's run of 
consecutive home wins, a 
post-war club record 

5,000 

The pounds Preston 
manager David Moyes has 
spent m caking his team to 
second place m the Second 
Division behind Fulham 


[Francesco] Baianois 
similar to Bergkamp. It’s 
people like that who we 
need to be playing 
Goalkeeper Russell 
Houit, whose opinion Jim 
Smith hol ds in such regard 
that he left the Italian on the 
bench as Arsenal knocked 
Derby out of the Cup 
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Sullivan tipped for a <t 
£5m move to Anfield 
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David Hirst 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Probably the least fulfilled 
footballer in the country the 
perpetually injured former 
Sheffield Wednesday and 
England striker ha« not 
played for Southampton at 
all this term after injuring a 
knee in pre-season training. 
The 3i-year-old has tested 
his fitness at reserve-team 
level and hopes to make a 
comeback against Wednes- 
day on 20 March. 


Majthew Etherington 

PETERBOROUGH 

Having caught the eye 
with a string of impressive 
performances for Barry 
Fry’s Third Division side, 
the 17-year-old forward 
looks poised to join a 
Premiership squad before 
transfer deadline day., 
Newcastle and West Ham 
are interested but Fry is 
said to be close to striking 
a £L5m deal with 
Arsenal 


Robert de Niro 
Bruce Springsteen may 
be the number one idol of 
Villa’s own Boss but those 
dark, brooding good looks 
— not to mention the 
sharp Italian suits — sure- 
ly owe something to De 
Niro. Own up, John, 
you’ve got GoodtfeQas on 
video, haven't you? 


THE MIRROR and the Swp- 
day People both reckon on 
NeflSuliivan being the latest, 
target for Liverpool as the. 
Merseyside giants bid to find 
a top-quaSy goalkeeper. The 
Mirror says a £4-5m deal is in 
the offing, the Sunday People 
fijm. Meanwhile, the Repress 
says another switch oi goal- 
keepers could see Kevin 
Pressman move to Leicester 
when Kasey Keller’s FObert 
Street contract expires in the 
summer 

‘ The Mirror and Sunday 
People differ however; ora: 
whoMandrestes-Uxntednugtat 
be fusing as a potential re- 
placement for Peter Sriime- 
kbeLTheSundayPeoplesays 
they are still checking on 
Fanna’sSl-yeareldGianhngL 
Bufibn, rated the best young 
keeper in Europe; The Mirror, 
howerajsaysMassmwTaibi, 
afVfenezia, cculd go to OtoTYaf- 
fordfor £4m. 

There is no keeping Stan 
CoJfymore off the back pages. 
While the News of die WOrld 
says Aston Villa offered Col 
lymoreplus £5m for Notting- 


ham Pbrest’s Steve Stone - a 
move rejected by the Villa 
striker - the Sunday People 
insists that CoQytn ore’s Villa 
team-mates are close to 
revolt over the special treat- 
ment handed to fee stressed- 
out striker. The Sunday 
People also reckons Fbrest 
have set their sights on 
Cagliari’s Cameroon inter- 
national. Patrick NTBocna if 
they «»n offload Pierre van 
Hooijdonk before transfer 
deadline day. 

Chelsea could bring in an- 
other Italian to bolster their 
goalscoring resources for the .. 
final assault on the Premier-^# 
ship. The Mirror says Gian- 
hica Vialli is weighing up a 
£Sm raid on Roma for Marco 
Delvecchio, who cannot hold 
down a place despite 15 goals 
this season. 

The Express says that a 
Norwich bid to sign Newcas- 
tle’s Paul Dalglish on loan for 
the rest of the season - re- 
ported also by The Attmor and 
Sunday People - has fallen 
through because Newcastle 
wanted a cash sale. 



John Gregory 


Excuse of the season: “Robbie has been feeling under the 
weather; Hie has a fear of needles and had to have eight 
in jections for the World Youth Cup in Nigeria. 1 think it 
affected him. ' 1 - Wolves manager Colin Lee explains Rob- 
bie Keane’s below-par performance at Loftus Road. 

1 didn't see it bat...: “If that had been in a John Wayne V 
movie and the other fellow had gone down like that then 
John Wayne would have stopped and laugh ed ” - Coven- 
try (Sty’s Gordon Strachan on John Aloisi’s dismissal for 
allegedly striking Chariton's Danny Mills. 

If s a hard life: “Whoever said it was a beautiful game was 
lying.” -new manager Lawrie Sanchez, after an extra-time 
penalty snatched victory from Wycombe against Cdches ter 
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TODAY'S FOOTBALL! 


7.30 unless stated 

TOuwsrrs Scottish cup 

FIFTH ROUND 

Morton v Celtic f7.*5) 

*m> WmDSCREEHS SHIELD 
NORTH BMW SECTION 

san-rauu. 

RoehdWe v Wi^n (7.451 

raw utaDBt-ia ouAunma grou 

N^B*ianp Spin * England lh.30| | 
BMIAM UNGUE Preeder Dhbtoo: ■ 
WbaravHejbrWge. 

ORMARTEMS LEAGUE tarter Dfc 
Stas Worcester Qty v Salisbury 

fontws league PraniM- dmu. 

tvBtw v liiceseer (7.0) 

^w anwwczcoNBWAnoNR 

Chelsea v Bngnton (7.0): Watfr 

v Ancnai. 
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QUITE WHAT the Black Ea- 
gles, a posse of Tanzanian ac- 
robats, made of their half-time 
performance in which they 
bounced and tumbled in only 
their loin cloths in the f aring 
swirling, Wearside rain is un- 
known, but it is clear that Sun- 
derland are beco min g 
increasingly foreign to the rest 
( ^>jaf the Nationwide League. 

A slender home victory over 
a side in 12th place who have 
now won just one of their last 
13 games may not seem like a 
gap of Continental drift pro- 
portions, but Sunderland were 
only required to play for about 
five of the 90 minutes. 

The remaining 85 they prac- 
tised five-a-side moves and 
silky step-overs while ensuring 
they did not get hurt in 50-50 
challenges and did not tire 
themselves out So exasperated 
did their captain, Kevin Ban he. 
come with the apparent apathy 
around him. that he made three 
rash challenges on the hour and 
was booked, lb save him fur- 
ther indignity he was immedi- 
ately substituted. 

. . ' > But still Norwich failed to get 
■a shot on target, althou gh as 
Sunderland not so much rest- 
ed pn their laurels but fell 
asleep on them in the last 10 
minutes they did at least keep 
the ball in the home side's half 
for a while. 

Yet in those five minutes 
when Sunderland stretched 
themselves, they were magnif- 
icent The goal came when 
ponderous possession up and 
down the tine was broken by 
Chris Makin's quick killer ball 
into the feet of Darren Williams. 
Williams back-heeled with for- 
eign flair and Kevin Phillips 
despatched with unerring ac- 
curacy. One-nil and Sunder- 
land knew the game was oven 


By Scott Barnes 

Sunderland 
Norwich City 


They then only bothered with 
party pieces in purple patches. 

Allan Johnston iazDy looped 
pitf-point passes over the heads 

of defenders for fun and Phillips 
found his run with an acrobatic 
touch that the Black Eagles 
would have been proud of 
Inthe second half a J ohnston 
drag-back in the slightest of 
space on the touchiine pre- 
sented Phillips with an open 
penalty area and, remarkably; 
Niall Quinn gathered his legs to- 
gether for a back-heel flick that 
fell immaculately into Michael 
Gray's stride. Nicky Summer- 
bee slammed the resulting 
cross on to the outside of a post 

With a skimming hatf- vnllny 

Although Peter Reid made 
all the right noises about how 
his team, nine points dear at 
the top, were not becoming 
complacent as they equalled a 
post-war dub record of nine 
consecutive home victories, his 
most telling phrase was about 
tomorrow’s game against third- 
placed Bradford: “They are on 
a particularly good run and 
the players seem to be up for 
those sort of games.” 

In other words, Sunderland 
are in need of a challenge and 
Bradford notwithstanding, only 
the Premiership can provide it 

Goals: Phillips (7). 

Sunderland (4-4-2): Sorensen: Makin. 
Melville. Butler. Gray: Summertiee. 
Williams. Ball (McCann. 63). Johnston; 
Phillips. Quinn. SobMtoces hoc used: 
DicWo. Bridges. 

Norwich City (4-4-2): A Marshall: Wil- 
son, Fleming. Jackson. Fugles tad: Sutch. 
Grant (RueseU. 601. LMarsnafl. O’NelV: Bel- 
lamy (Uewellyn. 73). Roberts. Sotatfcuta 
not used: Mac Kay. 

Referee: O Pugh (Wlrral). 

Bookings: Sunderland: Sorensen. Ball. 
Butiec Norwich: Giant 
Man of the witch: Williams. 

39.004. 



OUTSIDE EDGE 

A pate full of 
superlatives 


lie Manchester City striker; Shaun Goa ter (left), holds off Northampton’s Lee Howey at Maine Road Empics 

City slip back to mediocrity 


THERE ARE headlines guar- 
anteed to shock but nothing is 
more likely to have spoons 
dropped in cornflakes than 
“Manchester City bobbing 
along nicely thank you”. Cata- 
strophe, calamity unlucky, yes, 
but things going swimmingly at 
Maine Road? Come on. 

But as the cock-up dub en- 
tered this game there was the 
real prospect of good news. 
They were unbeaten in 10 
league games and even auto- 
matic promotion from the 
Second Division seemed a pos- 
sibility. Ninety minutes later 
and we were back in familiar 
territory. 

Uro prints had been dropped 
at home against a dub up to 
their necks in the relegation 
mire, the ninth City player had 
been sent off this season and 
anxiety that even the divisional 
play-offs could be missed was 
running rampantly round 
Maine Road’s huge stands. The 
prodigal sons had returned to 
the disordered home. 

There to greet them was 


BY GUY HODGSON j 

Manchester City j 0 

Northampton , 0 


if no thing else, has done a 
teriy job in buck-passing ever 
since he was appointed jkst 
over a year ago. Last season 
relegation was the fault of tihe 
previous manager which neg tty 
ignored that genial Joe wad in 
charge for a third of it while tfkils 
time around we are constantly 
told the flame is fractions from 
the hlue paper and just Wait 
until contact is made. j 

On Saturday it was the ref- 
eree who got it in the neck. 
Rpyle was furious that Kevin 
Hortock had been sent off and 
went on an extensive tour* of 
previous miscarriages of jus- 
tices. “We’re going to enc] up 
playing in tutus," he grumbled 
and for the first of the j two 
bookings that added up to a red 
card he had a point as the 
Northampton players gener- 
ously acknowledged. aFter- 


wards. However no amount of 
Mr Messias-bashing could 
disguise that the offici al could 
have multiplied his mistakes by 
the power of 10 and still been 
lapped comfortably by the 
players. 

City versus the Cobblers is 
an apt description of events 
over the last 20 years at Maine 
Road so perhaps we should not 
have been surprised at the 
poverty of what was being 
passed off as entertainment It 
took a full 44 minutes for the 
first shot a volley from Steve 
Howard that did not property 
reward a perfect pass from 
Chris Freestone, by which time 
one press box wag had asked: 
“Why do they need a 
Junior Blues pantomime when 
they can watch this every 
week?" 

To be fair City improved 
enough for Royle to be able to 
assert correctly; “We dominat- 
ed with 10 men so with 11 who 
knows?" and Bfltyltiriey had to 
make two splendid saves from 
Michael Brown and Gareth 


Taylor Nevertheless, the im- 
pression left was of a team 
over-conscious of the conse- 
quences of failure. 

Which is unnecessary be- 
cause the script was written in 
many minds this season even 
before a baD was kicked The efr 
max involves City being 1-0 
ahead with five minutes to go 
in the promotion play-off final 
at Wembley only to concede an 
own goal and lose on penalties. 
The hero of the opposition, the 
scorer of the winnin g kick, will, 
of course, be a former City 
player 

Ahhhhh, normality It should 
be safe to return to that break- 
fast now. 

Manchester dry (4-4-2): Weaver. Crooks. 
Wleters, Momson. Edghilt: Cooke. Brown. 
BtsCop. H Of lock: Goater IDickw. 62). 
Taylor. Substitutes not used: TLwco. 
Vaughan. 

Northampton Ton (3-5-2): Turley. 
Sampson. Howey. Hope: Gfab (Warner, 79). 
Savaga. Hunter. Parrish, Fraln: Howard. 
Fr ees to ne (Corazzln. 72). Substitute not 
used: Hill 

Ruferae: M Messias (York). 

Sen d ing off: Manchester City: Horlock 
(30). Bookings: Manchester Oty. Mor- 
nson; Northampton: Sampson. Howey. 
Warner. 

Man of tbu matdc Gibb. 

Attendance: 27.999. 


LIKE MOST footy fanatics. 
I’ve always hung on to every 
word of players and man- 
agers. Lately, though, they've 
become about as unfath- 
omable as one of Jorge Cam- 
pos’s goalie's jerseys. 

I blame it all on this per- 
centage effort business, you 
know. Nobody can make head 
nor tail of it. If I recall right- 
ly, in the good old, bad old 
days everything used to be 
plain sailing. Players and 
managers simply used to give 
their all One hundred per 
cent effort and that was that. 
Game shot 

And now? 

Put it this way - 1 hear it’s 
even got Carol Vordeman 
stumped And there was a 
time when the poor girl could 
calculate the odds of a Stig 
Bjomebye cross reaching the 
far post to three decimal 
places. And still find time to 
laugh at a Richard Whiteley 
joke. 

Not any more, though. 

They say it all started to go 
haywire about 10 years ago. 
Ironically, it's reckoned it was 
two of our esteemed old pros. 
Sir Bobby Chariton and 
Jimmy Greaves, who trig- 
gered it... 

Guesting on Saint and 
Creavsie, it seems Sir Bobby 
was asked by Greavsie to es- 
timate the extent of his own 
hair loss. 

“Now then, Bobby, me old 
fruit, tell us all this then, me 
old cocksparra. How much of 
the old ‘bamet’ would yer 
say has vamoosed up the 
Great North Road since our 
old England Under-23 days, 
then, eh mate?” 

Overnight, the expression 
“110 per cent" was born. 

Once unleashed, the 
phrase spread like baby ofl on 
Sr Bobby’s pate. Soon. 110 per 
cent itself seemed scarcely 
sufficient to convey the play- 
ers’ efforts. Before long, even 
the likes of big Jan Molby and 
Matt Le Tissier were said to 
be cruising at levels of 140-150 
percent, making them fleeter 
of foot than their counterparts 
from bygone eras. 

Relativity in time and mo- 
tion. they termed it 


Thke big Jan himself. Pon- 
derous to the naked eye. 
maybe. That though, was a 
mere optical illusion. Com- 
pared with his predecessors, 
the guv was a gazelle. If no: 
quite a blur, then certainly 
faster than Francisco Gento. 
Even carrying a crate of 
Heineken. 

Confused? Then join the 
dub. 

Nor was it any less be- 
musing down the other end of 
the pitch. 

Take Millie Young. You re- 
member Willie? Accused of 
bringing down Riul Allen in 
the J08O Cup Final? Well, he 
never did. “That's right, you 
heal'd. Our Willie was inno- 
cent" The same relativity 
principle has now proven that 
at the time of the inddent. he 
was, in fact still disembark- 
ing from the Arsenal coach in 
the Wembley concourse. 
Evidently the last step alone 
look him 40 minutes to 
negotiate. 

Now is that slow or is that 
slow? Bizarre, too. I’d say. 

And it gets more bizarre 
the further back in time we 
go. An example? Try Paddy 
Crerand. It now transpires 
Paddy was such a slowcoach 
he actually spent his entire 
career running backwards. 

Can you credit it? And 
here's us thinking he always 
used to run sideways. 

And so. to today - and per- 
haps the most bewildering 
percentage of all. Kevin Kee- 
gan, it seems, has pledged to 
give 1,000 per cent as boss of 
England. That's right one 
thousand per cent 

Astonishing, eh? And him 
only part-time, too. 

Even more astonishing, 
though, is the effect Kevin's 
latest claim has had on Paddy 
Crerand. Evidently, the poor 
guy was last spotted disap- 
pearing up his own backside 
in sheer desperation. 

Mind you, given his 
chronic lack of pace, that’s 
probably no bad thing, you 
know. 

ALAN EDGE 
Alan Edge is the author af 
Taith of our Fathers - 
Football as a Religion'. 
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THEY MADE a major invest- 
ment in the future at Blackpool 
last week; £4.95 for 500 poly- 
styrene cups. Unfortunately 
there was nothing in the petty 
cash to pay for them, so they 
had togo back to the Cash and 
Carry. 

It’s a pathetic little parable 
that sums up the state of tire 
dub at present - and one rea- 
son why they found common 
cause with their visitors from 
Stoke on Saturday 

Hard-core supporters of the 
two sides derided that they 
shared more than Stanley 
Matthews, and organised a 
Wi joint protest against the difffer- 
ent manifestations of misman- 
agement that they perceive in 
their boardrooms. 

All that it managed to prove 
on this showing was that the 
two of them could not put to- 
gether a decent demonstra- 
tion any more than they could 
a promotion-winning Second 
Division side. 

The protest was as lethargic 

Sir Bobby 
mourns 
‘pal’ Viollet 

SIR BOBBY CHARLTON yestei^ 

daysaidhehadlosta^goodpaT 

flowing the death of Dennis 
vfollet, a fellow Busby Babe. 

Viollet, who was 65, had been M 

for some time. 

The two former Manchester 
United team-mates were 
especially dose because they 
both survived the Munich air 
crash of 195& Sir Bobby, who 
last saw Vi diet at the 1997 
European Cup final, said: “I’ve 
lost a good pal and he was a 
realty, reallv good lad. I knew 
that he bad been ill but you 
tend to think that they wfll get 
over it. I'm just sorry this has 
happened and I fed so sorry for 
his family " 

. Sir Bobby recalled that Vi- 
_ diet was a fine striker who but 

’ for injuries would have won 
- • 1 more than two England caps. 
He set the club record for 
most league goals in a season 
when he scored 32 times in 
1959-60. 

^ Obituary, Review page 6 


by pave hadfield 

Blackpool 
Stoke City 


and ineffective as most of the 
pfay. Some blade balloons rolled 
point! essty around the pitch 
and both sets of fans chanted 
for their respective boards to 
depart 

It was as half-hearted as 
the football; a far more 
poignant moment was when a 
brave, if not foolhardy, Bloom- 
field Road DJ made an in- 
spired choice of pre-match 
anthem - “We*ve got to get out 
of this place.” 

That sums up why the na- 
tives are restless in Blackpool. 
They were promised a new 
stadium and a bright future by 
a sometime chair man, the now 
incarcerated Owen Oyston. 

Seven years ago he de- 
scribed Bloomfield Road as “a 
time-bomb", yet they find them- 
selves still marooned in a crum- 
bling ground supporting a 


football team more likely to be 
sucked into relegation trouble 
than to make the Second Divi- 
sion play-offs. 

Stoke have got the ground, 
but it has drained their re- 
sources to the point where the 
investment they needed to con- 
solidate on their good start to 
the season has been snatched 
out of their reach. 

Their manager; Brian little, 
cried off the after-match ques- 
tioning with a headache. The 
long-term cause of it is not dif- 
ficult to diagnose; it must all 
look to him, as it looks to the 
supporters, like a scandalously 
missed opportunity. Fbr all that, 
his side came away from 
Bloomfield Road with a result 
that puts them back within one 
place of the play-off positions, 
courtesy of Kyle Ughtbourae’s 
33rd-minute goal 

It was not though, a perfor- 
mance that had promotion writ- 
ten across it, even in the most 
discrete typeface. Stoke de- 
fended solidly enough, but 


I 

hardly managed another; seri- 
ous assault on goal ■ 

“But they’ve pinched one 
today,” said Blackpool's! ’man- 
ager, Nigel Worthington, who 
had seen his side dominate 
possession without eveir sug- 
gesting that they could turn that 
into goals. j 

‘Tbey’vejust got to pn t a bit 
of a run together and they're 
right back in it," he said. 

The best Blackpool cab hope 
for is to stay afloat hti mid- 
table. As they could tell their 
equally disillusioned counter- 
parts from the Potteries, it is 
really a question of whether 
your cup is half empty! or half 
full I 

Goals: Ughcboume (33) 0-1 I 
Blackpool (4-4-2): Banks; Bryan. 
Carlisle. Butler. Hills: Couzensjf Aldridge. 
82). Hughes. Clarkson. Barnes (l3em, 59); 
NowfantL Ofmerod. Substitutes not 
nsad: Garvey. | 

Stoke (4-4-2): Ward: Petty (Small. 65). 
SIgurdsson, Moll an. Woods: ?««. Old- 
field. Forsyth. Keen: Ughtbourne, Crowe 
(Wallace. 75). Substitutes knot usod: 
O'Connor. 

Referee: MJJean (Wlrral). I 
Bookings: Blackpool: Clark* on. Hugh- 
es. Stoke: Mohan. I 

Man of Cfte Hbtck Slgurd^ion. 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 St OO 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70051 +code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline- 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 cost 60p per mm. 0906 


ftesort 


AfCORRA 


A nee Cocrmaa 

open 


Slopes (on! Last Temp forecast 
Lwr U(» srw 


Pal... 100% Some good sfcSng 100 US 5.3 -4C Light snow 

AUSTRIA 


4; 


Sadgastetn. ...95% Excellent at altitude 60 1 60 5.3 32C Variable 

Obergirgl _S5% &wi co*er 60 280 33 -5C I UbeO 

BULGARIA t 


Borovets ....100% Good 
CANADA 


40 120 23.2 ' -1C 


jasper 99% Pecked powder 80 12S 33 -16C 

FRANK 


Sonny 


Snw 


Cauerets 95% Good 

S Chevaler.„..98% Good ngher up 40 80 53 

ITALY 


100 195 4.3 -IC Oiitigeabte 


2C 


Mixed 


SanteKttta ..90% Melttet best 

Madonna d C _90% Good 
SCOTLAND 


30 70 4.3 32CLr r^i.iVsiuw 

SO 120 5.3 OC Chlixgeable 


Camgorm 30% Plenty of ewer 

SWITZERLAND 


35 675 63 -2C Q|ir 


oevw .....100% Great skiing 17S 310 5.3 -3C ChhngeaWe 

UNITED STATES 


PartCrty 100% Packed powder 200 225 2.3 -4C | Snow 

Information supplied fy &ftl Hotline 


cost €1 per min. 0870 calls are standard nahonaJ rate. 


On or off piste-, with WoHdCover youVe covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

wffw.woitinieu&m The reported 


If ijour cor did 
5 miles to the gallon, 
gou'd appreciate 
a good credit cord. 





With 13.9% APR and no cord fee for 
the first 12 months, Not West (QS) is 
the preferred cord of Jordan Grand Prix. 


Call 0800 616 848 

or ceil into ony NotWcs! branch. Line; ore open 
Scira-oprn Mondcy-Fridoi) , 9om-bpm SotlTCiay . 


ti NatWest 

More then just a bank 


T>ff CLD»IC BATE FOR APPUCAnOfC 6 5lh Af»« IW QsA a on^ cvatafcir W pcrsre uto nre nMrdKoqeri HKfMmMdn aibjtct to aotir, ond ttmiura Wnrwi a c ovoibblr irpor r«yj«i 

The APR tor [he Hawed Canbhrd Cad Acnuit tor now cazbokkr. onfcj. n*ioe errfler ihr MoserCod w berth MaoaCari and Vise Cad arehdd h 13.9K fa Puchowo (and Briamr Tintin' i an 15 \ tj , 
Mims induA^Bdace Trartim) ncMing ihepwrfnwnl facial rurranaj aid harriers' dwyas OneW« a ho»fciq toe ol 1.5%, rnparurioiofgr El. 501. The A PRv quotod ar calcirtnied ai a emit 

fcnk ert El. COO aid or cm ihe baas Bin no emti W is parable ovTihe mares' to* die Homes' combined Curd A ream is feed oi o test at 1.09% pc rrurith until 30* -SpiTJooo Ann ii.ai prime the amnl 
fee. anerakr £12 for the Arran. be nmrclattfo pogobie and die monOdj rate iiti inert to die then cum.nl NoMtea Comhhod Cad «raw« ,oic. d i»*» wtstondn^ beforee on ipu monBOg vc:emar fc 
fcss foai Q. utt< nws par k o8 by tf* tfatr shown on ijcur aotonent. Otherwise tjau msi par the treater trt E5 or 3% cJ ihr bokmre. There c on aknktMutnn tovj ol 3 75% al *c amount rti-udihui-uyii-jierei. 
tranwrtai.Uid 30 diApiiMOO.dKanhbDn«nillrrnioqu«i|.FfDmWMajXl() 0 .*cmoridfoirr>rTedii)Mr.df anti tovatidecothhinanQ tee mOfuag We mau mentor am) urod u*n phan- 
unth os in ardei UnHnUeiandmpdieoui savicc. Rc^ettird Office. 41 IsHin. London EC2P2BP. Reqivard n EmfonJ ambe, 929027 Rri. No 20213. 
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The venue for Saturday’s world title fight between Lewis and Holyfield has staged many of the sport s greatest contests n(J 

Boxing’s Garden of champions i 


1 at 

1 rt 


Ken 

Jones 


W hen Lennox 
Lewis and 
Evander Holy' 
field face up for 
the undisputed 
heavyweight championship fit 
Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday they wifl be in a place 
that lies very dose to the heart 
of boxing history 

If the arena at West 33rd 
Street and Eighth Avenue in 
Manhatten (completed in 1965 
as part of the Pennsylvania 
railroad station complex) is 
actually the fourth to be called 
after the fourth president of the 
United States, James Madi- 
son, the name does remain 
synonymous with champi- 
onship boxing. 

Harry Markson, a former ' 
president of Madison Square 
Boxing told of going to Home 
in 1968 to sign Nino Benvenu- 
ti for a middleweight title fight 
against Emile Griffith, and 
accompanying the Benvenuti 
family to an audience with the 
Pope. “I was introduced to 
Pope Paul VI as Harry Mark- 
son of Madison Square Gar- 
den,” Malison said. “And the 
Pope stepped back smiling, 
raised his fists, and he sort of 
exclaimed, “Ah, Madison 
Square Garden - boxing.” 

The Garden’s history goes 
back to 1879, just I4years after 


'If his professors 
wore gloves , they 
could hardly be 
accused of taking 
part in a 

contention of fists' 


the American Civil Wai; when 
the famed showman. Phineas T 
Barnum, who gave the world 
Tbm Thumb and Jenny Lind, 
took over an unused tram shed 
in Matfison Square three blocks 
north of where 23rd Street 
crossed both Fifth Avenue and 
Broadway Spending $35,000 to 
develop the depot, Baroum 
built an elliptical arena 270 feet 
long with rows of wooden seats 
for 15,000 people. After only 
three months Bamum was dri- 
ven south by a hard winter and 
ownership passed to his band- 
master Patrick Sarsfield 
Gilmore. With Bamum’s freaks 
and animals gone, Gilmore 
turned to a new crowd-pleasen 
boxing. 

At the time, a New York 
State law threatened arrest 
for anyone who took part in “a 
contention with fists”. To get 
around this inconvenience 
Gilmore simply called his 
“fights” exhibitions, or better 
yet, “illustrated lectures,” with 
the “professors” appearing in 
tights and wearing strips of 
bucksin across their knuckles. 

The “gloves" were impor- 
tant to Gilmore's enterprise be- 
cause they supposedly brought 
his boxing “lectures” into line 
with the new rules written in 
London by the Marquis of 
Queensbuiy, which insisted 
upon three-minute rounds, a 
24 -foot ring, and the wearing of 
gloves. Gilmore's argument 
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A classic sight for fight fens down the years as Madison Square Garden is filled to overflowing for file Golden Gloves finals of 1937. It was rebuilt in 1965. 


was that if his professors wore 
gloves, thqy could hardly be 
accused of talcing part in a 
contention of fists. 

The next owneq W M Tfle- 
son, added a riding school, an 
archery range, lawn tennis and 

ice carnivals to the arena’s 
attractions. But the sideshow 
d^ys were coming to an end. 

And after reasserting control 
of his family’s Madison Square 
properties William Vanderbilt 
announced that the arena 
would operate principally in 
the future as an athletic centre. 
He would bring in two great at- 
tractions: The National Horse 
Show, which drew high society 
and John L Sullivan, who drew 
everybody else. 

On 31 May 1879, fee eve of 
opening night, Vanderbilt 
named his new auditorium 
Madison Square Garden. It 
was not an immediate suc- 
cess. Three years of moderate 
attendances brought Wmderbflt 
to the realisation that he need- 
ed a star The brightest star in 
town was Sullivan, who by pop- 
ular consent had become fee 
heavyweight champion ■ on 
7 February 1882. 

Installed as fee Garden’s 


main attraction, Sullivan went 
four rounds against British 
heavyweight Tug Wilson. The 
Garden was jammwt and an- 
other 10,000 were turned away 
at fee door Sullivan’s pres- 
ence in the Garden persuaded 
even serious newspapers tike 
the New York Times to cover 
fights, but police intervention 
caused some contests to be 
stopped and his subsequent 
arrest for “outraging public 
decency and tending to corrupt 
public morals”. Described by 
Harper’s Weekly as “apatcbed 
up. grimy, drafty, combustible 
old shall” the first Garden didn’t 
have long to go and went under 
the wrecking ball in July 1889. 

There was little or no box- 
ing at a new, grander Garden 
(raised on the same site) which 
went through a series of own- 
ers and wds just a step away 
from being demolished in 1916 
when Ttex Rickard came upon 
the scene. A colourful hustler 
who bad lost a fortune on 
worthless gold claims, Rickard 
borrowed $10,000 from ticket 
broker Mike Jacobs, leased 
the Garden from New York 
Life, and matched heavyweight 
champion Jess WOlard against 


Frank Moran. Held under fee 
Frawley Law of no decisions, 
no knockdowns Gt was fee era 
of “newspaper verdicts’ deci- 
sion” arrived at by ringside 
reporters), fee contest turned 
over a record $152,000 in 
Garden receipts. 

In 1920, Jimmy Walker; who 
would beaune the swinging 
mayor ofNew York City and a 
close friend of Rickard's, 
pushed a bill through the State 
Senate that le galiapd baring. 
With that and an arm lock on 
Jack Dempsey - Rickard was 
dose to Dempsey’s manager 
Doc Kearns - Rickard signed 
a lease for $200,000 a year wife 
NewlforkLife. Thirty four days 
after taking over Rickard 
staged fee Garden’s first legal 
fight, a lightweight contest be- 
tween Joe Willing and Johnny 
Dundee. Ninety days later he 
had Dempsey in the ring 
against Bill Brennan for a sec- 
ond defence of the heavyweight 
title. Five years later Rickard 
could announce a figure of 
$5m as the Garden’s total take 
from boxing. 

Even before New Ifork Life 
decided to replace the Garden 
with a four-storey office block 


T Hrfear- rj s ong pyjring hat f nr 

a creation of his own, an arena 
made specifically fin* boxing. 
Wife a $6m kitty raised among 
fee Wall Street financiers he 
<*aih»d “my 600 millionaires” 
Rickard was ready to move 
uptown. He moved exactly 25 
blocks up and several blocks 
west 

Garden HI was called The 
Bouse That Tbx Built It was a 
box of a building on Eighth 
Avenue between 49th and 50th 
streets toward fee Hudson 
River, and only one block west 
of the Great White Wby. It had 
triple tiers of seats connected 
by escalators, and could take 
18^00 fight fans. 

Rirfc rrrTg dea th f rom arntP- 
appentiiritis in 1929 was fol- 
lowed by fee Depression.- In 
1927, the Garden profits had ex- 
ceeded $lm. After fee market 
crash m 1931, profit fell to 
$130,000. A year later boxing 
shows made only $7,000 and was 
soon running at a big loss. 
Markson, who would leave 
sportswriting bo bec ome fee 
Garden’s promoter and stay 
for 40 years, recalled, “Brwas dif- 
ficult to promote anything. Be- 
sides, afte-Dempsey and Gene 


Tunney we were blessed with 

hAay yt npight rhumpinmc SU <*h 
P rimnCjimpB i nBdMaxBaec" 

By late 1933. boxing began 
to struggle back. Three sports- 
writers employed by the 
Hearst organisation led by 
Damon Runyon formed the 
Twentieth Century Sporting 
Club and hired Rickard’s fon- 
der Jacobs as their promoter 
Jacobs’s masterstroke was to 
sign an up and coming heavy- 
weight, Joe Louis. 

After Louis knocked out a 
terrified King Levinsky in one 
round anda reluctant Baer in 
fom; Jacobs rented fee Garden 
for two fights. Louis won them 
both, in between he scored six 
more knockouts, and two 
months after his second Gar- 
den fight he knocked out 
James J Braddockin Chicago 

tnwm tfw riiam pinnship. Wms 

the signal for the Garden boss- 
es to mate Jacobs their pro- 
moter on a 50-50 basis. The 
partnership lasted until 1949 
and by then Louis had de- 
fended his title 25 times. 

In fee 20s Rickard had 
Dempsey. In fee 30s and 40s, 
Jacobs had Louis. In fee 50s, 
Jim Norris had Rocky Mar- 


ciano. And boxing at the Gar- 
den was alive and thriving. 

Along the way. Jacobs 
brought in a fighting rrmrhinfr 
from St Louis named Henry 
Armstrong who won the feath- 
erweight title at the Garden in 
1937 ted later the lightweight 
and welterweight crowns and 
held them all at the same time. 
In 1941, Fritzie Zhnc took fee 


strong by knocking him out in 
fee I2fe round of a hard con- 
test that set a Garden atten- 
dance record of 23,306. The 
Garden pipeline was loaded 
with talent Before Armstrong 
and Zhrc went to their corners 
that night the audience 
watched a young welterweight 
Walker Smith who would be- 
come one of boxing's most cel- 
ebrated figures anda Garden 
mainstay under the name of 
Sugar Ray Robinson. 

The lightweight Beau J ack 
sold out fee Garden three 
times in one month. He lost his 
tide to Bob Montgomery on 
3 March 1944, defeated AI 
Bunnny Davis on St Patrick’s 
Day and took Juan Zurita’s 
NBA championship cm fee 31st, 
ail in front of capacity crowds. 
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The home of legends: Madison Square Garden has develop) 
the Garden was completed In 1965 (middle). The venue has 



in 1879J when a tram shed was devel 
e, mdmfingthe first fight between M 


into an arena (left). The rebuilding of 
nnad Ah and Joe Frazier (right) in 1971 


One night in March IMS a ¥ 
highly-skilled fcoserpuncho; 
Tony Janiro, had his hint? fit- 
pressed by a spectator afterfe *9:- 
testing Marty Pignatorehu r .?£ 
hard fight ai the Garden. Latet; is* 
in his dresacg-Kxsm. Jaodro 
asked his manager Itantfe 
Jacobs if he knew the man. 
•Sure." Jacobs replied, that 
was Harry Truman, fee vice- 
president “Gee." Jsxtiro ss«, 
-imagine that The vice-preri. v 3 . 
dent of Madison Square Gtr- . ** 
den.” One month and three v 
days later. Harry Thanan was > - 
elected presxfent of fee United - ~ 
Slates. 

From 1925 to 1W5, from 
Dempsey’s day until Louis's; ; 
fee Garden put on numerous 
world cfaanqitonahip matches. - = 
There was so much action at "* •: •- 
any weight that an a strip alfea ■ ^ 
Garden lobby known in boxing 
as Jacobs Beach, more fights 
were made than in any other ~ 
[dace in the world. 

Muhammad All fought nine ~ - 
mtei events at the Garden, in- . / 
chiding two at the more fit-. : ... 
mous address on Seventh T 
Ayenue. Joe Frazier had seven 
main events, the five- lime % 
world chanson Griffith had 3ft ; : £ 
Welterweight champion Benqy j 
*KhT Paret was killed in the * :?~ 
Ganfen ring. The roll of tan- > ^ 
our is endless. Sullivan and- . £ 
Benny Leonard, Dempsey, 

Tony Canzoneri ami Barney 
Ross. Rohinson. Marciano, - 
Kids Chocolate and Gavilan. 
Rocky Graziano, Tbny Bale. 1 S= 
WIite Pep ted Sandy Saddfee IS 
It was in the Garden that j 
“Hands of Stone” Roberta M 
Duran took the world 
weight championship 
Scotland’s Ken Buchanan. J 

“Not boring in the Gardenr -JSj 
was like avoid in my careeq* ~ j| 
Sugte Ray Leonard sari before - "V 
his ill-fated comeback against 
the World Boring Council’s J 


'All tiie great 
fighters have 
fought at the 
Garden ... ifs tike 
a fraternity . This 
is my initiation* 


super-welterweight champion. 
Terry Norris in-1991. “It’s not 
about monQt not this time.AU- 
the great fighters have fought - 
in the Garden, it’s like a fra- i 
terra ty. This is my initiation. I 1 
belong there." ..''J 

A combination of punitive - 
state taxes, casino baring awT 
tderiaoris refusal to Mack out 
fights in New 'Sbrk City almost 
finished off baring at the 
Garden. “The corporate suits 
didn’twantit anyway" veteran' 
American boring writer Pat 
Putnam said. The sport was 
too seamy for them and a lot 
more could be made from bas- 
ketbal ice hockey circuses 
and musical g»fa y Bi giwi»as. ,t 

Even wife ail -time record 
gate receipts of $1,608,425, fee 
Garden reportedly lost money 
on the Riddick Bowe-Micbaef 
Dotes fight in Februaiy 1993: 
That was the first heavyweight 
title fight at the Garden in nine 
years and anjy the fifth in 22 
years: At the time it was con- 
fidently predicted that fee 
heavyweight championship 
would never go back there. , 
The casino operators good . 
back and let fee Garden have 
Holyfield and Lewis for the 
undisputed championship. 
Thus, nobody should expect a 
full-scale revival of Garden 
boxing But next week history 
will speak for itself at Eighth 
Avenue and West 33rd Street 
The name fa the thing. 
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THE WEEK AHEAD: MAIN EVENTS 


THE WEEK AHEAD: SPORT ON TELEVISION 


FOOTBALL: Scorn sh Cup quarter-final 
aenon sees Celtic rraweIBng to Capptetow 
bo play Greenock Morton. With Ranges 


Celtic's only chance of sTfverwa/e. Should 
they lose. 52.000 season ticket -holders 
may begin to lose patience with last sea- 
son s champions who. apart from the Jim 
Fjrry A/ Fair, find themsMies the subject 
of alrrvsst dally rumours regarding what 
win happen when Fergus McCann leaves 
in the summer. 

TENNIS: After Battersea's Big Top, 
Britain’s Greg Rusedski and Tim Henman 
rofiupar Indian Wells. California, with the 
usual suspects In cow. 

BILLIARDS: The British Open beams in 
Uverpool and ends on Thursday Hugely 
popular in the days before snooker tow 
off and became the working man’s game, 
billiards is now regarded as more cere- 
bral.. j thinking working man's game. 


TUESDAY 


FOOTBALL: Premiership action at High- 
bury where Arseral play ShertfcW Wediw- 
day. Some tasty Nationwide League 
games, the best of which features Sun- 
derland's vise to third-placed Bradford City 
and beleaguered Crystal Rdacr entenaHiig 
Ipswich Town in the First Division. Keegan- 
powered Fulham wsit another team In trou- 




pier nmes. 

to get out of this division wh9e poor 
ley are flghtkw to avoid another drop. Test- 
ing times at Turf Moor. 

RACING: Air eyes will be on Sedgfield 
which stages its Rrsr meeting since che 
tragic accident that killed three horses in 
February. Fingers crossed for dear rounds 
from all competitors, 


WEDNESDAY 


POOTBALU Due to European commit- 
ments next week (away to Wilererga and 
Intemazionale respectively) Chefcea and 
Manchester United replay their FA Cup 
quarter-dnai at Stamford Bridge. Neither 
side wanted another game but Sunday's 
0-0 draw, which ended with both sides 
playing with 10 men. was a fair result. 
Tonight there must be a winner with actra 
time and. If necessary, penalties. Chelsea 
may want it more and home advantage 
COuld just swing the game but it would 
take a brave punter to put cash on It. An 
Interesting night In the Premiership with 
Leeds United playing their weekly game 
against Tottenham and Derby County 
(praying there is no hangover from Sat- 
iffday'S unlucky FA Cup defeat at Highbury) 
entertain Aston Villa. Down In the base- 
ment. Brian KWtfs Blackbum (1 8th) play 
Everton (16m) In a soc-pointer. It's get- 
ting very tight down there. 


SATURDAY 



14l 4S-15.35 BBC2 Haccfc of Mr Day 
Garth Crooks wfeh Jack Chariton 
19.00-1930 B8C1 A tMaaMnn of Sport 
- football ma nagers medal. Jotm Paron Is 
Ipfneri l£ Peter fed and Bryan Rotomn whBe 
My MeCoist teams up with Steve Bruce and 
Dana O'Leary 

0030-0130 rrv NoW eb» ouo- 

02.05 World FootbaB 


SoteJOto 

1AOO-1 aoo Sky Sports 2. Un ofcfcot Hrst 
Test, fwath day of West Indtes v Australia tai 
TMnkad (continued 16.30-21.00) 

17.00-1 MO Sty Sports 3. FMMUni 
Hoaioor 20.00-22.00 menadonal Bowti 
FLst Test singles hustraiu v England 
0730-0930 Eurosport, lee Skating. EU 
Grand Prt* Anal from St Petersburg, iassia 
0930-11 4)0 MUecks. hMddus of Wtarid 
Cha mp ionshi ps . Maeb whi T 64)6-18. 00 Uve 


rescued him and rendered Frank tem- 
porarily senseless. Lewis will need to re- 
discover that punch at The Garden. 

i gets underway at 11pm New Vbtk 
time (4am here). 

RACING: With Cheltenham only three 
days away, punters' pulses are quicken- 
ing with die prospect or Estabraq. Tee- 
ton Mill and Florida Pearl. The Imperial 
Cup at Sandown has a strong festival link 
since the winner or this prestigious hur- 
dle race qualifies for a huge cash bonus 
ir it also wins a race at the three-day 
Prestbury Park jamboree. 


1930-1930 BBC ftoke. 110 Par Chat dsly 
sports programme 1930-2036 The Stock 
m. Roger Blade’s guide to tiding 


TUESDAY 

Terrestrial 

2130-0035 ITV, Carlton Sport. Rnt 

unraoa 


tUMMO Sky Spans 2 lire eridwt Rhe 
"fat, fifth day of Vtet hides v/Vntrata(con- 
thmed 16 30-2100) 

22303230 Shy Sports 3 Bw tuM tn fe 


an: Cqp m^g»e.| 1 99* f* Cup serw-nm Man- 
Chester United vi0kfranv2O4>O-Z24>0 1 999 
Premier Snoofeei League 
1530-1730 Ewospcrt Bnqpal^ Bst^ean 
fboibafi rotmOHi 

10*5- 20 .00 Second (fay's play Vi ATP Toot. 
Indian wens ' 

1830-1830 ml z aowti Wm action spans 
1 830-1 9 lOOS4t One OtaneBM. Harv- 
ester United faermore problems 
03354S35 S*<j WotieMax. Tomb and Go. 
Michael Keawn at b a hoctay player wn 
13ft In low wUhpi muggg’s mode: Tint's 
Ms muggers mother not ns mother's mugger 


WEDNESDAY 

TerrestrUd 

73 . 9 0-0 0 35 rrv The BBt Wa rd i 
OOlIOOTJIO Charnel M n wW rtrm Bonfa. 
a Bridsh fooctah tiaach tries to hefo «tidi the 
reoonstnjcuon of fcottul in Swafavo 
Ol 30-0335 ftnmme Football ItaBa, 
Serie A coverage j 

Satellite 

2040-21 30 Sy Stern 1 THn|tirt« Tpiiilti. 
the saw of Lennar Lewis 
2130-2230 Shy Sports 3 MscnritaaRaBy 


■ n 00. 2 3,3 0 m Cap thttl diaafas . fetdy 
Cray looks at the far* final In wfueh KeWt 
Kenan stared for Bwrpooi 
0930-104M EurQSfirt Lhw AhtioeSkUnc. 
womeifs downhill frem Sietra Nevada. Spam 
18. 0 0- 7 0.00 Live bird day's play from ATP 
few Indian Weft US* 28300130 Ure day 
six from WW tournament ht Mbn Weft 
1 >30-1730 FTOTheiocttr Gabby Wrath 
gives adrice on bow to get starred In a range 
of spans, 1730-1832 RxM MunnB»L 


krte ma tfo na l action. 2030-2130 10A 99. 
a top basketball game from the U5 
1830-1930 Sky One. ttm Sliywim, 
Homer becomes caadi of the SprirwfieW Pee 
Wee football team 


THURSDAY 

Terrestrial 

2135-1035 B8CI Playta* dw TWd. 
fourth ftt Kay MefioTs sewi-patt series about 
a south k artcsMre womerfs teotbas team 
1845-1535 BBC? Merit of IWr Day. 
arcHeCemA. AnHdS gaai far ScaaM 
Hoiandin 1978 wss the aasmpanlnierc man 
oft ueenMi i Be hdietiti'l j i^ M Ufag'.Bsaar- 
<ng fa ttv Mutt Cup better dun sec and dne*’ 
11 1IMIO 15 ITV Tlw Sports Show, new 
series vrirh Eatnonn Holmes calking lO Atac 
Ferguson FTartt Warren anda snxloauifciKe. 
2230-2X35 Channel a Lneftrans'sCard- 
beand Bawre. lee Bum pretisn Sanrda/s 
IwnstHoiylitld dash rtich a to** at other 
British contenaers for the heavywei g ht iMe 


SattiRe 

kv Sports 1 EawMfav 


13,00-17-00 Sky Spans 1 tmtmaom Bur. 
Golft Ture^MM KBten Use 
1 9 30-22.00 Sky Spam Itoo, Lhre kc 
Hodiay. Setanda superieagwpfay^ff rnafth 
*930-2130 Eurospert Sti [iia y fog . U* 
K1 15 Wbrid Cup action from fiahm Sweden 
1830-19,00 Sty One Drew tat 


FRIDAY 





P' y- } . fc i ' ■ ' wt bj 

fMM&M 


SppP 7 




of the fourth 
mhtiw. M 
Bkmtngfiam 
tfa Oasgc from Coral 
193KZ230 lire ten*. 
Cedes Super CTnrikiM ta 
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Howlers on identity parade 


,■ ***** 

r*-* 


'ASM 


1*v •. . 


Jut*".! 

i ‘' ,P ' lr - 

.. 

■ . i. ' 

— a v r 
. • . «* ' * *_ . 

Vi*;: it-.* . 




O hr*, t-.-.. 


a'lfcr-.: 


J-.- 

Stun ,v ; 

7- ‘M* m. 

*=** It.;.-;-. 
pn-v»ir~/ 

• D-1.1, . V 

' • '' ''•'I 'V, 

“-* » L 
i'l *• " ( " T Yl 

"-IRTISH- 


’iriii .j- y . 

■ ...... 

*■)! ?). , 

: :.v v ^7. 

IfarV' .ili-: 





: 

IVtt--;’-;-. • 

s 

i!:i 


"A -w_r ■ 


T.W ■ 

' ‘‘T.Or*--. 

■*r:\ u*. :. v .« 

■■ „. "-s; 

f.-J -.-j. 


4% .*.■>. v> 


urf^' xn.i '4 


*«*:!««• *:• !; 

+ • */. * '*♦ 

V.I...UT 
r*u.- •;« . 



month ago to this very 
jay, a brief item in USA 
Today caught my eye. It 
reported that the singer 
Vzxeyhad been 
deviated to learn of the death of 
the King of Jordan, telling CNN- 
rm inconsolable at the present 
3f\£ TO a very good friend of Jor- 

SS T\ probabl y greatest 

basketball player this coun&y has 

ever seen. We will never see his lake 

JP”*? When told that it was King 
Hussein of Jordan who had died, 
rather than Michael Jordan, late of 
the Chicago Bulls, Carey was led 
away by her security men in a state 
of “confusion”. 

Actually, I was already aware 
that Mari ah Carey’s IQ barely 
exceeds her bust measurement, 
and that she would be well-advised 
to open her mouth only to eat, yawn 
and sing. For Bill Bryson once 

riocnriKoH hmn ... u. , • 


me prom^m facing the Third World, 
informing the press that “whenever 
I watch TV and see those poor 
starving kids all over the world, I 
can’t help but cry. I mean rd love to 
bg skinny like that, but not with all 
flies and death and stuff" 


Still, in mistaking the death of one 
of the world’s great political leaders 
for that of a sportsman, Carey is at 
least in erudite company. At the 
begi nn ing ofhis excellent bookMon- 
chester United Rumed My Life, 
Cofin Siindler recalls his admiration 
for an unremarkable but versatile 
defender called Bobby Kennedy, 
who played for Shindler’s beloved 
Manchester City in 1967-68, when 
City won the League championship. 

At around 8am on 5 June 1968, 
shortly after Shindlez; then a first- 
year student at Cambridge Univer- 
sity had staggered home from a May 
Ball, a friend woke him up by burst- 
ing into his room shouting: “They've 
shot him! They’ve shot Bobby 
Kennedy!" Shocked and confused, 
Shindler sat bolt upright in bed. 
“Why the hell would anyone shoot 
Bobby Kennedy?" he asked. “We’ve 
just won the League." 

In the sporting arena itself, there 
are countless instances of mistj*iw»n 
identity. When pressed, most televi- 
sion and radio commentators can re- 
member leaping, Bob Beamon-like, 
to the wrong conclusion. Bill 
McLaren, bless him, is still aghast at 
the cock-up he made at Twickenham 



Brian Viner 

Shocked and confused, he 
said: Why would anyone 
shoot Bobby Kennedy? 
We've fust won the League ’ 


in 1975, when the left-wing Alan Mor- 
ley scored a fry for En gland and he 
credited it to the right-wing Peter 
Squires. *Tm told that Moriey's moth- 
er mBristd rose to her feet and shout- 
ed, that’s our Alan, you bloody fool,’” 
recalls McLaren, blushing even now. 
Similarly; Barry Davies remembers 
a bowler during a football match years 
ago featuring Bristol Chy, when he re- 
peatedly referred to the goalscorer as 
Gerry Gow. In feet it was Geoff Mer- 


rick. “Afterwards, Merrick came up 
and said, T wouldn’t mind, but I don’t 
get that offing many." 

Sometimes, mis ta k e n identity in 
sport is deliberately contrived. I 
know a football writs; for whom the 
term "grizzled veteran" might have 
been invented, but who in his more 
svelte days covered Sunderland’s glo- 
rious FA Cup campaign of 1973. He 
arrived in Birmingham one Friday 
evening in readiness for the follow- 
ing day’s Sunderland v Arsenal 
semi-final at Villa Park, and out on 
the town that night managed to per- 
suade a young woman that he was 
the Sunderland forward Vic Halom. 
to whom he bare a passing resem- 
blance. They ended up spending a 
rapturous night together and in the 
morning he assured her that he 
would not only score a semi-final goal 
in her honour; but give a special \rink 
to the television cameras, just for her 

Later that morning, at the Sun- 
derland team's hotel, my friend 
shared his secret with Halom, who 
amazingly enough, did indeed score 
in a 2-1 win over Arsenal. Moreover 
I am assured that the Match of the 
Day archive will reveal him winking 
knowingly to the camera. 


As for my very own Mariah 
Carey moment, in 1983 1 was lucky 
enough to win a Bobby Jones Schol- 
arship, taking me for a year from St 
Andrews University in Scotland to 
Emory University in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. The scholarship was named 
after the legendary amateur golfer; 
founder of the Masters, mid winner; 
in 1930, of the four tournaments 
which then constituted golf’s hal 
lowed grand slam - the “Impreg- 
nable Quadrilateral” of the Open, 
the US Open, and the amateur 
championships of Britain and 
America. 

As a Bobby Jones Scholar I was 
invited to a number of functions in 
and around Atlanta, and was 
expected to make speeches at some 
of them. And so it was that, after a 
banquet featuring more food than I 
have ever seen on one table - a 
rather inappropriate spectacle, in 
the light of my subsequent intro- 
duction - my host got to his feet and 
introduced the evening's guest 
speaker “All the way from Great 
Britain, please give a warm south- 
ern welcome, to one of this .rear's 
winners of the prestigious. . . Bobby 
Sands scholarship." 
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Fireworks explode above 1044*00 spectators as Stadium Australia, venue for the 2000 Olympics, is inaugurated with a rugby league double-header on Saturday AP 

The Olympic stage is set 


I 


n any contest between a good 
big ’un and a good little ‘un, the 
big ‘un will always win. The old 
sporting adage has often been 

demonstrated by beefy Aus- 
tralian ball-players against their 
puny northern hemisphere rivals, 

and the same principle has been lav- 
ishly applied to Stadium Australia. 
The brand new venue for the 2000 
Olympics saw its first competitive ac- 
tion on Saturday with a double- 
header of matches to start the rugby 
league season here. 

On an occasion soaked in 
superlatives, a crowd of 104,500 - the 
biggest ever to witness a game of the 
13-man code - could slake its thirst 
at 53 bars, capable between them of 
serving 80.000 pints an hour: Indi wfin g 
the spectacular light and laser show 
between matches, spectators were 
entertained using enough electricity 
to heat half a minion meat pies, and 


after eating and drinking their fill, no 
fewer than L500 toilets stood by to en- 
sure there was no queue even for the 
ladies' loo -two out off evay three con- 
veniences are female. 

So thorough were the prepara- 
tions, indeed, that during the week 
all L500 were flushed simultaneously 
to test out the plumbing. 

Rugby league's authorities here 
seized on this chance to promote 
theirs as a family sport, capable of 
delivering quality entertainment to 
the nation. Stressing the abundance 
and efficiency of lavatories may be 
part of this effort, since pre-season 
preparations were marred bv an 
unsavoury incident involving a 
player from Sydney Souths who 
smeared the walls ofhis motel room 
with excrement while on tour at 
Dub bo in rural New South Wales. 

Given a fair go and with every- 
thing in its proper place, the custo- 


dians of rugby’s younger brother 
believe the oral ball moves swiftly 
and sweetly enough through six 
tackles and play-the-bahs to estab- 
lish theirs as the premier sport over 
rival claims from union and Aussie 
rules. 

Tb dean up its image, the National 
Rugby League even went so far as 
to commission an ode from the Irish- 
Australian poet, Thomas Keneahy. 
Pre-season adverts featured the 
bard htmggtf stalking a rainswept 
Manly Beach in white beard and 
anorak, anticipating the excitement 
ahead: “And Fm seven again/I know 
m see heroes soon." 

In the event. Manly slumped to a 
final score of 41-18, sufficiently one- 
sided for the crowd to seek its own 
entertainment And here (me short- 
coming of Stadium Australia be- 
came evident After the Olympics, the 
ground will sprout a retractable roof 


and capacity will fall to 80,000, but for 
now it is 110,000, with two huge 
ends, like cupped hands cradling the 
pitch, their fingers extending high 
into the air. But the angle of eleva- 
tion required for these vertiginous 
structures means they are not con- 
tiguous with the grandstands, which 
makes it difficult to generate the un- 
broken momentum required fora de- 
cent Mexican wave. 

A sporting event as participative 
entertainment with cheerleaders 
br andishin g pom-poms and live 
music, is a concept imported from 
America, of course, along with tens 
of thousands of Cyalume sticks, 
tubes of plastic distributed around 
the stadium which, when bent in the 
middle, emit a blue or gold fluores- 
cence - a small way for spectators 
themselves to feel part of things. 

This Disney-fled “third ware” of 
sports stadium development was a 


THE WEEK AHEAD: FIXTURES 


TODAY 

FOOTBALL: See panel, peg* * 

RACING [National Hunt unless stated); Mus- 
selburgh [first race. - O): SOUTHWELL [all- 
weather. Flat 2.10): Fonnwii [2 JO). 



TOIHORROW 

FOOTBALL (7 -45 untes stated): FA CarBn* 
premiership: Arsenti y 

► Natleaethfe Lugae Rm Dhrtslon: BoKgnu 

■“ Bamslcv (8.0): Bradford City wSunderljn^ Br«- 

tol Otv v Bury. & vsKH Palace e 
by v Queen's Park Ranger*. Norwich v Port 
c&rora Utd V Huddersfield. * 

Sheffield Uid: Srockport * Swindon : jnnniemv 
BiniMigham: Wolves v Crewe. 

, Bournemouth w Bristol Revere: Burnley » ■£* ■ 
.•* * ’ Chester City: Colchester v QUtvm: UncoM ttj £ 

Wrr»Mm. Luron v Fulham: hfaecksfi 

■ham. Noils County « Wycombe. *** v gadgnoi. 

•* Third MuMo* Ban™ «r Carlisle. Bren^rt* 

* Peterborough: Brighton u Cardiff ifl.01. C^mbr^ 

. , Utd v HuB: Chester v Scartw rough (7.30KHa 

... kjc JUfrSlS^r 

„ • . ' wfch. Hayes * Forest 
- Famborough; R-nKtonOn v 

dan b Diamcnds « Stwenage 
nfdMMid reptaJP Southpor t v W e ^»S- 

Wrawb Sedge hdfl (3.0): Lefcesier E'““ r 

(2.20a. 


WEDNESDAY 

FOOTBALL (7>S Indus sated): FA Cup Stab 
mn>d replnyi Chelsea v Manchester Ucd.MCtr- 
Bd£ PraUerBMp: Bxkbum v Eve non; Derby v 
Aston VHLv Leeds v Tottenham: Nottingham For- 
est v Newcastle Hatknmrtde Larne Second DM- 
•ten: Stoke v Reading; ScotrisS Lwague nmt 
Dtvislan: OyeHiar* vFaMrlc (7.30J. 
BASKETBALL: Dodvwtisr Leogwe: fcitiy Storm 
v ErUnburgn Rocks (6.0). 

RACING: Caneriek C O); Bangw J3.20J; SOUTH- 
WELL (ait-weather. Fiat. 2.10). 

Utd; Wolves v Bristol City Ssensd DMston: Black- 
pool v Wrexham, Bournemouth v Readme: Lincoln 
Oty v Chester Reid: Luton v Stole Matdesfldd v Cokh- 
ester. Man City v OUham: MIOwaB v Wdsatt: Notts 
Couny v Ifaric Wteon v afllneham: Wycombe v 
Northampton. Third DMskm: Barnet v Cambridge 
Utd: reword V Vrewsbury: Brighton v Dariliwron; 
Carol rf v Torquay: Chester v Scunthorpe; Ha«w w 
CarMe; Leyton orient v Huk: ManstMS v Rochdale: 
PkbWoi^ v Swansea: Fiyrnoutn v Hartlepoot Scar- 
borough v KOdwmam: Southend v tarter. Nocloo- 
wkle Conference: Doncaster ir Hayes Famborougfl 
vBanrow;Fo(estGreenRbuersvK>dderTmscer:Mons 
eambev WbMnp RushdBi 0 ETtsncnds V Leek; South. 
port v Doner. Stevenage v Oieftenham; Telford u 

ty; East Sibling vStenhoeemiA: Mourose v Brechin: 
Queen's Park v Albion Rovers 

RUGBY LEAGUE; SOk Coe OiHliga Cop <yaar- 
terfloil: CastieTord v Salford (3.0). 

HUGBY UNION (3.0): Affiad Dunbar Promlcrrillp 
One London Seottlsn y Bedford: Northampton v 
Leicester (4.0); Redmond v BsdcSale vSjrxws. Prt- 
BluiMp Tkoo: Bristol v Blackheath; Coventry v 
Rugby: Moseley u Ewer Rotherham v London 
wSSi (2.15): rtbteflrid y Fy«e. Worcester v Warer. 
loo. Jtann National Leagiw Ones Camberley « 
Manchester Henley v Wharfedaks Lydney v Liverpool 

St HWens Motley v Harm® te Newbury y Notdng- 
rvam: Odev v Binnliwhanvsodhuii: ntaoing v Ross- 

THURSDAY 

BASKETBALL: BtnMetoer Lasgnc: Greater 1 Lon- 
don Leopards v Manchester Giants [7.0). 

RACING: Carlisle (2.0): Tow ester (2.10): Wlncan- 
ton (2.201. 

Bl CarWivg UtM Mmn-fliaila Bnt tog: Bedlfaig- 
ton Terriers v Thame Utd: Tskiron Town * Therton 
Tbwrv. Dmcatai Scoedatt Cop IVth miad: Ayr Utd 
v Dundee Utd. .Senttieh Pindar Umc Dun- 
femetaf v Dundee: Rangers v Motherwell; St John- 
stone y wimamock Scottish uih* first 
DhriMon: Airdrie v Stramaer. Oydebaiw v Hbem- 
ian; FAbh v St Mnen: Morton v Rdth floven. Scoc- 
dah Lupt SoBBBd PteMoni Forfar y Arbroadi. 
hTvemeSf Caledonian TTude v East fife; Livingston 
v Queen of the South; ftnfefc v Qyrie; SnrSng 
AMon v Altai Scottish League ThM DMdoo: 
Berwick v Dumbarton. Cowdutaeath v Ross Coun- 

£righion v Kendal; Nuneaton v Seddey Pk Preston 
Grasshoppers v UctiMd; Sandal v Aspatrla: Stour- 
bridge v Sheffield: Wrisall v Wlnnington Pk. Dona 
South: Barking v Bracknell: Bridgwater v Norwich; 
CSfton V Redruth; Esner V Weston-super-Mare: 
Hauanr v Plymouth. Mecropoton Police v Xrbaret 
North Mfihham v Chelrenham. Wetsh Naduaal 

FRIDAY 

FOOTBALL |7.M mkH simad): Nsetanarids 
, mm Sacowd Dtetitsni Brtsrol ftwn » Fulnam. 
BASKETBALL: Bndiwl— r Lchuk NeiMOStle 
£axV-s v Renault Lek»w HWws {7.30). 

RACING: Ayr (2 >0): Hereford {1.50), SantJown 
(2.0). 

(2.36): Bridgend v LlanefH (2.50): Ebbw VNe y 
Neath (2.30frPontypridd v NewrponJ2.30l. OM- 
sfea Ow Buelnvood v ftinvant p33i; Bonymaen 
v Merthyr p.30): Cress Keys v Tbndu (2.30): Bun- 
typool v Newbridge (2 30): Rurmwy y Treorchy 

J BIRTHDAYS 1 

| ANNIVERSARIES || 

SATURDAY 

FOOTBALL (S.0 tmlsw scsod): Bt CnrtteFre- 
‘ TZZ.i.i-. Chehea v West Ham. CovencryvBlach- 
hum:' Derby * Uverpoot Baton v Arsenal; LdcMter 
goariSn; Newcastle a IWMdieH!H'.UHC_Sheflield 
wrt v Lee** Tbttenham v Aston VII tt IMmbBdon 

uNortiiwham Forest- 

siM- Brnnhitfam v Wes* BromvdSTBoltian v OPR 
Bradford Oty v Norvrieh. Bury v Bamdw Grbns&y 
vSitftdeHana tpsvdch e Huddersfield; Okfott] utd * 
Watford; Port Vide u StockporcPortsmowh * &)B- 
eal Palace. Swindon v Oencs Thonmete v ShefneM 

Ibday: DavkJ VWkie, Olympic Gold medal swim- 
mer (born 1955). 

IbaKMTow: Bobby Fischer, American chess 
player (1 9A3); Bffl Beaumont, Engfch rugby shf>- 
per and former Question of Sport captain 
(1 952); John lyon, British bewer (1962). 
Tlmrwf«»: Louse Btough. American Benms play- 
er 11938). 

Sanmw Joe Bugnec Hixigarian-tsarn British 
bow ()950). 

Stmdayr Tessa Sanderson, taweUn tlnovaer and 
Olympic GoM medaffist (1957). 

Tbday: Muhammad All fa beaten on points by 
Joe Frazier (1971). Olff Thorbum gets the first 
two rabhed 1 47 breaks in snooker (1989). 
Wednesday: David O'Leary played Ids record 
700th game for Arsenal (1992). 

Friday: The BBC televised its first athletics meet- 
ing, the annual Oxford versus Cambridge match 
at White Oty (1938). 

Saturday; The Scottish FA was formed when 
representatives of eghi chAs met at the Dewar’s 
Hotel. GtegcuM ( 1873). Sb- Frank Worrd *ed at 
the age of 42 (1967). 


natural further step after the initial 
strai^Jtforward people-holders had 
been adapted for television. Ac- 
cording to its designers. Stadium 
Australia epitomises the “fourth 
wave", its fibreoptic skeleton capa- 
ble of providing, in years to come, a 
personal interactive video screen to 
every seat if so required. 

But this facOily might turn out to 
be a case of more proving, on closer 
inspection, to be less. Plenty of peo- 
ple - including the family groups 
league is keen to attract - came to 
the match to interact with each 
other and provide an exciting alter- 
native for junior to the enticements 
of PC and TV at home. 

The sense of comfort, space and 
openness in the sloping tiers of 
bleachers means that Stadium Aus- 
tralia has created a near-perfect 
environment for that 

JAKE LYNCH 


{2.30}: South Wbles Route « Aberallery (2.301: Ire- 
dew v Llandovery p 30). LWKT (Cardiff Ins) v 
Marses C 30). Tfcnaeata Vahuc PrwoIoreUp 
DMriim Doc Hmnck v Currie: Heriot's FP v Bor- 
ouehmulr. Mdrosc v Glasgow Hawk,; Wadonians v 
Jed-Fdrest West ol Scotland vSrlrtng County Dhrt- 
dai Tmot Aberdeen G5FP v Sefldrfc Bimar v Kelso: 
Kilmarnock v Edinburgh Arads: nrkul^i v Dundee 
H5FP; Mussdburgh v Gala. DMsIob Three: Benufck 


Leegna I 

fteung Munster. Clon- 

^nsdbidiw GarryoMefl v BbeVroefc Col- 
Lansdoume v Ballymena): Shannon 


One (UD): Buctaneen 
utfvCod'Co 
lege: 


Giiwegfans: St Marys v Terenure. DfwWoa Deo 
ftM): Baaynahlnch v DLSP: Becdwr Rangers v Grew 
stones Dotnin v Dunganmn: Makne v Sinlay's Well: 
Old Belvedere v Sherries; Portadown v Deny. UCC 
v Old Wedey; Ubodews v Old Creseeni. 
BASKETBALL: UnHtafl trophy ftoifc Manches- 
ter Giants v Derby Siorm (7 0) {or me NEC Arena. 
Birmingham). 

maMe Ayr (1.45). WOLVERHAMPTON pit-weath- 
er. Flat. 1.40): Chepstow (l.O): Sarxlourn ( l .501. 


MkftScs- 


SUNDAY 
FOOmSALL: (A Caring Prod 
broughvSoutfampton (4.0). Nedont 
Leagoc Second DMsmui: Bumley v Preston 1 1.0). 
Senteleh Pramio- LHgn: Aberdeen u CeWc (6 1»). 
RUGBV LEAGUE: SUfc Cat ChaDnnge Cm qiwr- 
hHU) 13,0 mtax stated): London 
v White nauen: WkPes v Leeds: Bradford « War- 
rington (2 0). 

RUGBY UNION (3.0): AlUed Dnabar Premier- 
ship One Wasps * London Irish; West Hartlepool 
* Gloucester. P m Me ndifp Tea Leeds v OrreM. 
BASKETBALL: Bodndwr Usagne: Chester Jets 
v Peugeot BuReu Birmingham (5.301: Edinburgh 
Rocks v E*We London Towers (S.0), Greater Lon- 
don Leopards « Thames valley r<^r^|4.0): Mifeen 


Keynes 


sss 


v Westfield Shafts Sheffield (4.D) 


Sport on the 

I NTERNET 

ANDY OLDFIELD 



DOMESTIC SUCCESS in Eng- 
lish Open championships is a 
rarity in many spdrts. but ac- 
cording to reports on the Web's 
badminton pages, some English 
players are in with a chance of 
picking up titles in the All Eng- 
land Opeh Championship that 
takes place from Wednesday to 
Sunday this week at Birming- 
ham's National Indoor Arena. 

SportsWeb's badminton 
pages are providing news cov- 
erage, courtesy of Reuters, in 
the run-up to the event They in- 
form us that in the grand prix in 
Brunei last month the English 
mixed doubles Simon Archer 
and Jo Goode reached the final 
beating the world No l and 
three pairings on the way. 

Other news of the All En gland 

Open to break on Sports Web 
was the break-up of men's dou- 
bles European and national title 
holders. Simon Archer and 
Chris Hunt, who had reached No 
4 in the world but have since slid 
outside the top 10. With each 
having new partners reaefy for 
Birmingham, and the World 
Championships in May, it could 
be the prelude to an English as- 
sault on the international circuit. 
SportsWeb will be carrying live 
results from the NIA. 

The International Ba dminto n 
Federation’s home page is a 
useful resource for getting an 
overview of the international 
seme, with its week-by-week cal- 
endar complete with hot links to 
tournament official home pages 
- something the All England 
does not have, which seems 
odd for a prestigious four-star 
event on the world grand prix 
circuit. 

" As well as tournament links, 
there is federation news. 


statutes, plans for developing 
the game and all the things 
that committees revel in - and 
potentially cause grief at the 
grass-roots. For a minority 
sport, the site attracts plenty of 
visitors - about 8.000 a month. 

The 1BF also provides world 
rankings - in great detail - for 
every registered player in each 
category That's 469 in the men's 
singles alone, which is 15 pages 
of statistics to delighL the fans. 

The Badminton Association of 
England has no detailed tour- 
nament information, but does 
have an e-mail address on site for 
queries, and a phone number for 
credit card purchases of tickets. 

It seems keener on the post, 
fax and phone than the Web. 
Even its pitch for potential ad- 
vertiser does not have a hot link 
to the events director. If you're 
wondering, £8,000 gets you a 
promo stand, hospitality box, 20 
tickets per session and a couple 
of courtside boards for the cam- 
eras which will send 150 hours 
of TV coverage to 23 countries. 

The unambiguously named 
Badminton site is the best non- 
official site to head for. It has 
links to official organisations 
throughout the world as well as 
to pages that will interest play- 
ers at an amateur level: where 
to hire courts in whatever part 
of the world you find yourself in, 
equipment manufacturers and 
vendors etc. 

There is a veritable online 
encyclopaedia of information 
about the game, techniques to 
practise, badminton’s rules and 
its history. There is also a com- 
prehensive selection of player 
profiles and links to still pictures 
and RealAudio and RealVideo 
dips. 


S ITE ADDRESSE S 

International Badminton Federation 
http://www.incbadfed.org/ 

Badminton Association of England 
http://usere.powemec.co.uk/badeng 

Badminton 

http://mid7.excernaI.hp.com/stanb/badminton.html 


Questionnaire 

DES LYNAM, PRESENTER 


Who, in your 
opinion, is the 
greatest sports- 
man of the 20th 
Century? 
Muhammad All 

What's your 
idea of a perfect 
holiday? 

Somewhere tran- 
quil warm and 
private. 


r 


/ 




i 






1 Are you worried 
* about genetically 
modified 
food? 

Vferv. I would go out 
of my way to avoid 
it J think the Gov- 
ernment is being 
very complacent 
about it 




What was the last CD you 
bought? 

Sinatra - The Capitol Years. 

Where do you stand on the 
Spice Girls / All Saints 
debate? 

I’ve never entered it But having 
met the Spice Girls I think they 
are great 

Which person from history 
would you like to have 
been? 

J F Kennedy with a bullet proof 
Can 

How much is an indecent 
amount to spend on a pair 
of shoes? 

Depends on your income. Fbr 
me, £300 


Which sport 
would you like 
to have played 
professions lly? 

Fbotball, golf, or have been 
super-middleweight champion 
of the world. 

What was the last restaurant 
you ate In, and was It any 
good? 

Sabai-Sabal Thai restaurant 
west London. 

When was the last time you 
took a bus anywhere? 

Some weeks ago. No 14 Pic- 
cadilly to Kensington. 

Sum up the state of English 
International cricket In a 
sentence. 

There is vast room for 
improvement and some star 
quality. 


SPORTING VERNACULAR 


4. FIGHT 


WHEN LENNOX LEWIS and 
Evander Hofyfield square up 
to each other on Saturday 
night it would be entirely 
appropriate if they were to 
proceed by grabbing fistfuls of 
pnrVi other's locks. 

For the word “fight”, which 
ran found as far hark as 
Beowulf, has its origins in the 
somewhat less manly activity 
of hair-pulling. 

"Fight” goes back to the an* 
dent German “fekhtan" which 


is related to the Greek and 
Latin words for "comb 11 . The 
link is apparent when you con- 
sider the words “tussle" and 
“tousle”, or the Spanish 
“petear" (quarrel) and "pelo” 
(hair). 

“Bax” (though there is a 
similar word in Greek mean- 
ing “to strike a blow") seems 
to be onomatopoeic. Which 
gives the phrase “box around 
the ears” new meaning. 

CHRIS Maume 
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== Five Nations’ Championship: French humbled as last-minute penalty drifts wide to give Henry’s men a taste of glory 

1 The day Wales painted Paris red 


By TIM GLOVER at Stade de France 

France : 33 Wales 

> — r“— -I Trio: E Numach (3) IMes: Charms. James 

fig CasagnWe C Quirawil 

V i Cw wt T a BIB: Cas-algnide 2 GoavmJoia: Jenkins 2 
\<®y/ Penalties: Castajgnide 3 PowUho: Jenkins S 
Half-time: 18-28 


TRAVELLING ON the Metro to 
the Stade de France, a trio of 
supporters from Bridgend re- 
vealed that they had each had 
a fiver on Wales to win the 
World Cup at 100-1. They 
thought the odds were attrac- 
tive although somebody point- 
ed out that L, 000-1 would be a 
more realistic price. After all 
there was nothing more certain 
than that Wales, like their sup- 
porters, were going to be plas- 
tered in Paris. 

A couple of hours later any- 
body who had witnessed one of 
the biggest upsets in France 
since the revolution would have 
been privileged to say: “I was 
there.” It bad to be seen to be 
believed and even then seemed 
unreal 

The game was only seconds 


P W D L 


England 2 2 0 0 51 36 4 

Scotland 2 1 0 1 54 44 2 

France 2 1 0 1 43 43 2 

Ireland 3 1 0 2 53 60 2 

Moles 3 l 0 2 77 95 2 

RESULTS: 6FMk Ireland 9 France 10: 
Scotland 33 Wales 20. 20 Feb Eng- 
land 24 Scotland 21: Wales 23 Ireland 
29. SatWYbnr France 33 Wfcdes 34; Ire- 
land 15 England 27. 

FIXTURES: 20 Mudi: England v 
France (at Twickenham); Scotland v Ire- 
land (at MurrufMd) . 10 April: France 
v Scotland (at Stade de France)- 11 
April: Wales v England (at Wembley). 


old when Thomas Castaignede 
missed a penalty from in front 
of the Welsh posts; 80 odd min- 
utes and 67 points latec the 
same player had a penalty from 
a more acute angle to win the 
match with what proved to be 
the last kick. It sailed narrowly 
wide and Wales had not only 
won in France for the first time 
since 1975. they had done so 
with panache, flan and Hrir, not 
to mention cheek, and any otter 
word they can borrow that sym- 
bolises the best of French fash- 
ion and style. It was a tour de 
farce : exhilarating and breath- 
taking in its approach and, in 
terms of entertainment, utterly 
compelling. William Webb Ellis 
would have loved this. 

“When Neil Jenkins ran with 
the ball from his own 22 on his 
first touch I knew this Was going 


to be something different,” 
Pierre VUlepreux, France’s as- 
sistant coach, said: “Our players 
didrft think be could do that Wfe 
kept falling them not to take 
Wales lightly but deep down I 
don’t think they listened." 

You could hardly blame 
them. France, following nine 
successive victories in the Five 
Nations, were going for a third 
Grand Slam in a row and their 
14th win in the last' 16 encoun- 
ters with Wales. TVelve months 
ago the Welsh were slaugh- 
tered 51-0 by France at Wemb- 
ley a result that precipitated the 
departure of the coach, Kevin 
Bowring, and the courting of the 
Auckland maestro, Graham 
Henry. He is, perhaps. New 
Zealand's loss. 

The Five Nations' Champi- 
onship, underrated if not de- 
rided in the southern hemi- 
sphere, has been an eye-opener 
for Henry. Accustomed to al- 
most unbroken success, 
albeit at a very high provincial 
level he was hailed as the 
great redeemer when Wales 
narrowly lost to the world 
champions, South Africa, at 
Wembley last November but 
was shaken by defeats to Scot- 
land and Ireland in the opening 
matches of the Five Nations. 

Wales were looking at a 
whitewash in one of the most 
fraught seasons to bedevil the 
old game since Webb Ellis de- 
rided that a football should be 
carried rather than kicked. 
Henry, though, devoid of emo- 
tional baggage, is a good trav- 
eller and his strategy for the 
Paris match was a sensational 
if nerve-racking, success. 

“Playing in that style a gains t 
that quality of opposition in 
one of the great stadiums of 
world sport made it the most 
satisfying moment of my ca- 
reer;” Henry said. “It was a 
marvellous occasion. The only 
other time I’ve been involved in 
something like that was Natal 
against Auckland in the first 
year of the Super 12 and even 
that pales into insignificance 
compared to this. I told the play- 
ers to be bold and keep being 
bold. Being bold wins rugby 
matches, being shy doesn't 



Colin Charvis touches down for the first try which set Wales on the way to a memorable five Nations' Championship win over France in Paris on Saturday AUsport' 


The guys played real rugby, 
they kept the ball instead of 
handing it over as we had done 
previously. The players enjoy 
playing that sort of rugby. They 
kept the ball in hand, took the 
opposition on and that's what 
the game is about Ybu can al- 
most feel the self-belief coming 
into the camp. The way we 
played is the onty way to be 
competitive in world rugby." 

His opposite number. Jean- 
Claude Skrela, concurred “One 
could say that we saw the All' 
Blacks playing in red jerseys," 
Skrela said. “I think tee Welsh 
played rugby as it should be 
played" 

Indeed Fbr the first time in 
a long time, all the infighting, 
tee politics and tee greed were 


relegated to the bench, the 
game was returned to tee play- 
ers and the spectators and the 
result was a spectacle that will 
live in the memory. 

Jenkins, who, not for the 
first time, was heavily criti- 
cised following the defeat by 
Ireland at Wembley, made more 
passes than Casanova. “We 
were told to run the ball and it 
helps having players coming off 
you." the Pontypridd stand-off 
said “It gives you options. Why 
is it such a surprise? I have 
made breaks before." Not like 
this be hasn’t 

France were fortunate to 
beat Ireland 10-9 in DubUitThey 
are clearly not tee force of tee 
Grand Slam team of the previ- 
ous seasons and they were 


handicapped on Saturday by los- 
ing the centre Richard Dourthe 
in the fourth minute. He was re- 
placed by David Aucagne. who 
moved to stand-off with Cas- 
taignede going to centre. 

This instilled Jenkins with 
even more confidence, a 
strength thanks to Henry's op- 
timism, with which Wales were 
already imbued 
In the early stages, the 
French forwards looked slug- 
gish as the Welsh bads, deveriy 
employing decoy runners, found 
more space than at Murrayfield 
and Wembley combined 
With Emile Ntamack getting 
a hat-trick, Wales lost the try 
count 4-3 but in the cont e xt of the 
play it was almost totally irrev- 
erent Wales created rather 


than bring given, a startling 
number of chances whereas 
one of the French tries was gift- 
ed fay a fumble from Matthew 
Robinson and another came 
from a pass that was not so 
much forward as precocious. 
Under the circumstances, the 
Scottish referee Jim Fleming 
could almost be forgiven fbr 
entering into the laissez-faire 
spirit of the occasion. 

From the end of the first half 
(by which time the score was 
18-28 and almost everybody 
was punch drunk) to the be- 
ginning of the second Jenkins 
missed four penalties in a row. 
Nevertheless, he kicked five 
plus two conversions for 19 
points compared to Cas- 
taignfcde’s 18 with three penal- 


ties, two conversions and a try. 
There is poetic justice in Jenk- 
ins beating Castaignede by a 
point a print not lost in Wales 
winning 34-33. 

When Castaignede scored 
France’s fourth try in the 74th 
minute, the Itfcolores had re- 
captured the lead, 33-31, but two 
minutes later he committed a 
high tackle on Shane Howarth 
and Jenkins landed the long- 
range penalty. 

It turned out to be the coup 
de grace although in injury 
time France had a great chance 
of avoiding the unthinkable. 
Awarded a penalty close to the 
Welsh line, their indecision was 
final. Should they kick the ball 
into tee corner; win the llne-out 
and go for the try or should Cas- 


taigrtede kick for goal? They 
discussed the options at length 
and the rest, os they say. is 
hysteria. 

nUNCt E Ntanuch (IouImi 1 *-!. •* 
Bernac-Sillas (Bm nl.-t R Dourthe 
(SLvfc Ftjnfjfcl. F Combi (btjrie Fi.ins.iM. 

T Lombard iSt.uk- Frjnt,>lWI. T Crt- 
UtenMi iCfelibl. P Cnrbonmau IHn-wi 
C GWftMM ItbiUoiiWl. ft IbMMl iFVfl'ij!- 
tun, cjpu. F Ttunulra \&<utoitsci. O 
Brauxat -EUclos (BurdejuM F Pdou 
i IctrinujC). PP cwnut t w i lARi.nl. T Uwrv- 
mont (Pcrpigiun). M Raynaud jNaf- 
bomt') , 

RrpUunmO: D Ancagnu (P.iui Is* 
frxjfthr 4. X OartMjoH t frulNKi-i lot 
Beiiui-Silk±. mU. S HwcsnMC |M kv 
F r.vt^usi In limniMlmiO. R Octal (DezJ- 
er) la Benncrton 61. 

WALES: S Howarth I Soto. M RoMMoff 
l5vvjnsM). IM Ikylor ibuunxvil. SQMiM 
(Swooseol. D Ann trtmtypfkkfl. tt 
■tonkin* (Himnipndrtl. R Kooky iCwiiiN. 
captain). P Rogers (London Irlshi, <6 
tonkins (Swansea). B Evans i&nMnseai C 
OnfanneU (ftthmond). C Wyatt iLUin-th). 

C Chanda | Swansea). S QtdnaeU (Ujnet- 
Ii). B 5faiklnson (Meactt) 

Replacements; G nomas |Cnd.rn tut 
RoWnson 52. A UwX ICudifll lor Reyn-. / . 
65. D Itowcttya (Ebbw Wto) lorttxuMy 67 ) > 
Referee: J Fleming, Scotland. 


England come up 
smelling of roses 


THE BUOYANT Irish poured 
into Lansdowne Road expect- 
ing nothing less than the earth. 
Seduced fay a near-miss against 
France and a half-decent vic- 
tory over tee Welsh, they an- 
ticipated an intense oval-ball 
equivalent of Hemingway’s cor- 
rida or Mailer's boxing ring, 
with a touch of battlefield hero- 
ism thrown in for added dra- 
matic effect What they got was 
short change, short shrift and 
a severe smack in the chops 
from an England team who 
removed tee “bull” from John 
Bull by laying down a few sig- 
nificant markers for this 
autumn's World Cup. 

Warren Gatland, a chas- 
tened Irish coach, described 
Lawrence Dallaglio’s formida- 
bly muscular visitors as “one of 
the very best outfits in inter- 
national rugby" adding that 
come the tussle for the Webb 
Ellis Trophy in October; they 
would be a “top-four contender 
at least”. Gatiand’s captain. 
Paddy Johns, agreed whole- 
heartedly, readily acknowledg- 
ing his frustration at his side’s 
inability to win even a pauper's 
share of meaningful posses- 
sion. England were, he agreed, 
“very good winners indeed." 

But the most incisive con- 
tribution to the the after-match 
wake came from Willie Ander- 
son, the former Irish warrior 
chieftain who had so famously 
led a mass trespass on the AH 
Black Haka at the same Dublin 
venue a decade previously. “Wfe 
shouldn't moan too much about 
the referee and his lack of con- 
tinuity," be muttered as he 
reached for another consoling 
glass of you know what “lb be 
sure, if there had been any 
continuity we'd have lost by 50." 

And so another emerald- 
tinted dream disappeared into 
the ether. It took Johns and his 
vaunted green-shirted pack 
rather less time than it takes to 
pour a proper pint to realise 
that DaflagUo, Martin Johnson 


BY Chris HEWETr at Lansdowne Road 


Ireland 1 5 

Penalties: Humphreys 5 


and company were not for the 
taking and while some strange- 
ly hesitant English finishing 
allowed the Irish a lengthy stay 
of execution - quite bow 
Jeremy Guscott and Dan Luger 
managed to fluff up one walk- 
in opportunity deep in the final 
quarter will forever remain a 
mystery- there was such iron 
authority about the rest of the 
red rose game that the desti- 
nation of the championship 
points was never a matter for 
serious debate. 

As skipper; Dallaglio was en- 
titled to a dozen bouquets for 
every misplaced brickbat he 
received in the aftermate of his 
side's spluttering Calcutta Cup 
misfire at Twickenham last 
month. His lean, lightly stitched 
and heavily bruised features re- 
vealed no trace of self-satisfac- 
tion - tee triumphant smile he 
allowed himself in victory over 
South Africa at Twickenham in 
December will not be repeated 
unless and until England beat 
New Zealand in a World Cup 
pool match of epic potential in 
the second week of October - 
but he would have been less 
than human bad he not spent 
Saturday night relishing his 
next meeting with those critics 
wanted him thrown out on his 
cauliflower ear. 

Kyran Bracken, Matt Feriy, 
Tim Rodber and the astonish- 
ingly self-assured Jonny Wilkin- 
son all scaled the heights as the 
Irish fumbled around in the 
foothills, but DaDaglio’s was 
the defining performance. He 
(fid tee lot, bless him: he earned 
the ball for miles, battened 
down the hatches at ruck and 
maul wrapped up the Irish 


England 27 

Ittes: Perry, Rodber 
Conversion: Wilkinson 
PennWos: Wilkinson 4 
Drop foah Grayson 

Attendance: 49.000 ” 

backs with shuddering turn- 
over tackles, put in a try-saving 
hit on Conor O'Shea to repulse 
the one dangerous emerald up- 
rising of the afternoon and even 
produced the touch-finde- of the 
day, a raking 45-metre Grant 
Fbx job that sent Johns and his 
pack trudging miserably back 
into their own half as if they 
were wading through concrete. 

“Lawrence is a fantastic 
player, a fantastic captain and 
he's done me proud," said Clive 
Woodward, his tone one of 
bewildered exasperation at the 
vitriol hurled at his lieutenant 
during the course of the previ- 
ous fortnight Almost neuroti- 
cally fearful of an Irish ambush 
- “Ttoiget the games with New 
Zealand and South Africa, this 
was the most pressurised 
match I’ve experienced in my 
time as coach," he confessed - 
Woodward had gambled his 
reputation and his future on a 
mid-campaign realignment If 
everything came up smelling of 
red roses, DallagLio's full-time 
move to No 8 bore the sweet- 
est scent of al 

Of course, the Irish made life 
easier than it might otherwise 
have been by ignoring the 
instinctive footballing ability of 
Eric Miller for all but 15 minutes 
of the encounter indeed, when 
the Lion of Tterenure finally 
made it on to the paddock, he 
gave England more to ponder 
in the space of 90 seconds than 
Victor Costello had managed in 
well over an hour. 

Privately, the visiting camp 
raised a glass to Costello's se- 
lection as soon as they received 
confirmation of the team in 
mid-week. They knew then that 



Tough going as 
Italy play rough 


England's captain Lawrence Dallaglio goes on another muscular foray AUsport 


provided they met fire with fire, 
the likelihood of their being 
out-manoeuvred was more re- 
mote anything they might find 
in the wilds of Connemara. 

Fbr all that, it took England 
tee best part of a half to come 
to terms with both the stacca- 
to whistling of Paddy O'Brien 
and the surprising extent of 
their own superiority. Perry's 
incisive finish on 35 minutes, 
the result of some hard running 
from Rodber and an exquisite 
Wilkinson pass amid the ultra- 
heavy traffic of the Irish mid- 
field, signalled a short, sharp 
period of attacking abandon. It 
realised a qualify drop goal 
from Paul Grayson but no 
more, thanks to some loose 
handling and the odd prop for- 
ward suffering from delusions 
of Guscott- style grandeur. 

Three Wilkinson penalties in 
the space of 12 second-half 
min utes tank En gland nut of the 
stalls and into the box circle al 
20-12 and although David 
Humphreys landed his fifth 
successful kick with n minutes 
left on the clock, aggressive de- 
fending and some crafty back- 
row know-how ensured there 
would be no late travesty of 


sporting justice. As it hap- 
pened, Johnson and Rodber 
were sufficiently energetic to 
breakout of tee confines of the 
second-row boilerhouse and 
manufacture a second try in 
injury time. It was rather less 
than they deserved, but worth 
having all the same. 

At the risk of overdoing the 
sympathy bit you have to feel 
sorry for Johnson. Once again, 
he was yellow-carded (he will 
soon have enough of the things 
to start up a poker schooD and 
O'Brien's after-match admis- 
sion that his decision had been 
harsh was no great comfort to 
the Leicester captain. 

Apparently, Johnson was 
whistled for a vaguely illicit 
shoulder charge, which was a 
iyt rich considering tee wholly 
calculated assault perpetrated 
on Richard Hill by a black-hel- 
meted Irish forward at pre- 
cisely the same moment Poor 
old Jolurno. The poor petal was 
be feeling quite put-upon. 

Still O'Brien can take due 
credit for the feet that there was 
little or nothing in the way of 
overt hostflify between the two 
packs. ItidtuardCockeriD needed 
three stitches in the back of his 


head but an inspection of the 
match video satisfied tee Eng- 
land camp that nothing grossly 
untoward had taken place. 

“It's a man’s game, you 
know," grinned Cocke rill as he 
ambled towards the banquet 
with bottle in hand. Hue. It was 
men against boys on Saturday 

and sure enough, the men won. 
Sccrara: Ireland Penalties: Humphreys 
S. England IHes: Perry. Rodber. Con- 
veasfun: Wilkinson: Penalties: Wilkinson 
4-. P rep goal: Grayson. 

WELANB: C O'Shea: i Bishop (both Lon- 
don Irish). K Maggs (Bath), R Hender- 
son (W3sps). ODtnpui (Terenure 
College): D Humphreys (Dungannon). C 
Bcfidn ims (Sc Mary s College): P Cto- 
hassy (Young Munsterj. K wood (Har- 
lequins). P Wallace, p Johns (both 
Saracens, cape). J Davidson (Casern). D 
O’Culcmeagaln (Sale). V Costello (St 
Mary's College). A Ward (BaDynahmch). 
Repl a cements: E HUner (Teremire Col- 
lege) for CosieOo. 65: J Hupatrlck (Dun- 
gannon) tor CJohessy. 66. 

ENGLAND: M Perry (Bach): D Rees 
[Sale). J Gascon (Bath), J wnhfatsoa 
I Newcastle), D Luger (Harlequins): P 
Grayson (Northampton) . K Bracken 
(Saracens): J Leonard (Harlequins). R 
Cocker®. D Garfortfa. M Johnson (alt 
Leicester), T Rodber (Northampton). R 
HM (Saracens). L DaOagUa (Wasps, 
eapt). N Back (Leicester), 

Referee: P O'Brien (New Zealand). 

■ England's hooker; Richard 
Cockerill has rejected sug- 
gestions from Ireland that he 
had abused spectators at Lans- 
downe Road. After England's 
victory. Cockerill ran down the 
touch-line giving what he called 
a ‘routine victory gesture". 


A MATCH which began as a 
highly entertaining, bloodless 
friendly ended with Scotland 
counting the stitches and Italy 
down to 14 men at Murrayfield 
on Saturday. 

Perhaps there is something 
of the Jekyil and Hyde about 
Italy as they were initially 
happy to match their hosts’ 
enterprise, replying swiftly to 
both Scotland's early tries. But 
once it became dear they were 
not going to win, the abrasive 
edge intensified. 

It culminated in the 75th- 
minute dismissal of Massimo 
Giovanelll their captain and 
blind side flank®; apparently for 
stamping on Scotland's acting 
captain, Eric Peters. 

Despite needing stitches in 
a head-wound, Peters played 
down the incident saying: “I 
drove forward from a maul 
went down and tee next thing 
I knew there was blood co ming 
from my head. I didn't actually 
see what happened. Rugby is a 
contact sport and Italy are a 
very physical side." 

There had already been two 
yellow cards for Italy, one of 
them only five minutes before 
the sending-off when Peters 
had his face pushed pettily into 
the turf by Diego Dominguez. 

Martin Leslie and Tom 
Smith also needed stitches, al- 
though Leslie's cut resulted 
from a dash of heads with his 
own full-back Glenn Metcalfe. 

Italy’s coach, Georges Coste, 
brushed off his side's indiscre- 


by Tim wellock 
at Murrayfield 

Scotland 30 

Italy 12 

tions by saying: “Vbu have to un- 
derstand my team are still 
learning. It took France a long 
time before they managed not 
to fell for provocation." 

Sarflandwerenotinprovoca- 
tive mood, however. Missed Ir‘ 
tackles apart, the style of the 
opening 15 minutes, which pro- 
duced a score of 17-12, suited 
them fine as they sought to en- 
tertain a crowd of 26,756. 

Scotland's coach, Jim "Itetfec 
said: “I think Ireland will give 
us for more questions to answer 
in two weeks." 

Scotland: Tries Log.in. C Murray. 
Townsend. Coovurskms Logan 3. Penal- 
ties Logan 3. mhp Tries Martin 2. Coo- 
rera tons Dorrtnguea. 

SCOTLAND: G Metcalfe (Glasgow Cale- 
domarcl; C Murray (Edinburgh Reivers |. 

A Tab (Edinburgn Renters). J Lean* 
(Sana's Japan). K Logan (Wasps): G 
Tnuusend [BrKwj. I F«rln ( Edinburgh 
Reivers): T Smith (Glasgow Caledonians). 

J Bulloch (Glasgow Caledonians), P Bur- . 
neJJ (London Scortlsti). S Murray (Bed- 
ford). S Grimes (Glasgow Caledonians). 

P UWtm (Newcastle). M Leslie (6dm- 
txrghReners], BTVters (Bam. cjpt). Sob- 
Btams: B Founmcw (Northampton) tor 
M Leslie. 29 to 38: G Burns (Edinburgh 
Rewers) for Fairley. 4*: Pountney for 
rers. 7*: S Lansaff (Glasgow Caledo- - • 
mans for rat. 76: A Reed (WIMps) for .. . 
Grimes, 78; D Mfeaa (Bam) for Smith. BPjfc 
ITAUT: J Penll* (Roma); F RouewPi 
(Romai. c Stoica (Nartw«v?|. L Mart* 
(Padova). D Dalian (Treviso): D 
DonUngues (Stade Fran^aa), A Deacon 
(Treviso). M CuttlRa (Cahrlsano). A 
Moseardi (Trewso). PPropcn&CBdftte- 
vise). V ChrtstofolotM (Treviso). * 
Gtaeberf (West Warrtepool). fitomneB 
INorborme, CJpt). A S)orto<> [1nW|. J 
CbeccfUnaro (Treviso I . S u bstitute* f 
Calooc (Roma) tor Checthhwro. 46: J S 
Stocco (Padova) tor Chmcofoieno. ” 
Referees R Davies (Wales). 


Healey: ‘I may quit’ 


ENGLAND BACK Austin Healey 
is threatening to quit profes- 
sional rugby if his three-week 
ban for stamping is signifi- 
cantly extended today. 

He was suspended for three 
weeks by his dub, Leicester, 
after be was accused of stamp- 
ing on London Irish’s ex- 
Springbok scrum-half Kevin 
Putt, and dearly fears more 
punishment when the Rugty 
fbotbail Union meets to decide 
how he should be dealt with. 


The 25-year-old spedalist 
half-back, who plays on the 
wing for England, has already 
missed two Five Nations vic- 
tories for his country and re- 
ceived a threatening letter fo® 
Ireland during his currenthan. _ 

His absence also forcesbife 
to tile sidelines for possible 
W)rid Cup selection. He^ 
ported as spying: “If the RFU 

ban me for the rest of the sea' 
son, ru probabfyretire frwn th® 
game." 
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Irvine takes his chance at last 
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By David Tremayne 

in Melbourne 

IT WAS the day when Fbrmula 
One bordered perilously on 

* ferce, when the favourites were 

■ teft by the roadside, and when 

* Edtfie Irvine finally came (rfage 
as a grand prix driver 

Taking the lead on the 18th 
lap, when Mifai Rakkinen’s 
dominant McLaren snee unib ed 
to mechanical failure, Irvine 
kept his head under persistent 
pressure from Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen’s Jordan-Honda, and 
swept home to the first tri- 
umph for an I rishman since 
John Watson at L ong Beach 16 
years ago. 

“Ib do this, with Ferrari, is 
amazing,” Irvine said. “All 
weekend my engineer and I 
have been working away at 
our own thing. We made dif- 
ferent choices from what other 
people were doing, and we 
were convinced that we were 
going the right way." 

Alone among the front- 
runners, Irvine chose the soft- 
er compound Bridgestone 
tyres, and where vaunted team- 
mate Michael Schumacher yet 
again faced a start from the 
back row of the grid after 
problems selecting first gear on 
the grid, Irvine made a swift 
getaway to slot in behind the 
McLarens of Ha&kfn en and 
David Coulthard which had 
monopolised the front row. 

After a dozen laps the 
McLarens, circulating one sec- 
ond apart, were more than 17 
ahead of Irvine, who had 
Frentzen and Ralf Schumach- 
er in the W illiams dog ging his 
wheel tracks. But then Coul- 
thard swung dramatically into 
the pit garage, to retire. 

“It was all going swimming- 
ly ,’ 1 he said. “Obviously we were 
disappearing at a hell of a rate 
of knots. I was just sitting there 
comfortably, waiting for the pit 
stops to try and puta bit of pres- 
sure on Mika. But then some- 
thing in the hydraulics, which 
control the throttle and the 
gearbox, stopped working and 
jammed me in sixth gear Game 
over. Park it and get a suntan.” 

McLaren had their fingers 
metaphorically crossed, after 
persistent gearbox problems 
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ATHLETICS 

WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 
(Heebashl, Japan): Finals unless stat- 
ed: Men: 60m= t M Greene (US) 6 42 sec: 

43: 3 J Gardener (GB) 


2 T Harden (US) 6. 

6.46: 7 J Livings ton fGBl 6.63. 200m: 1 
F Rederfcks (Nam) 20.10: 2 O Thompson 
(Bar] 20.26: 3 K Little (US) 20.48. 400m: 
1 i Baruch (GB) 45.73: 2 M Campbell (US) 


J Nolan flrtl 1:47.77 1500m: 1 H Gebrse- 
lassie (Eih) 3:33 77: 2 L Rotlch (Ken) 
3:33.96: 3 A Diaz (Spl 3:3*. 46: 9 E King 
IG8) 3:46.59. 4 x 400m relay: 1 linked 
5 rates (A Morris. D Johnson, u Minor. M 
Campbell) 3:02 63 (world record;: 2 Poland 
(P Haczek. J Booan. P RysluWewkz. R 
Mackowiak) 3:03.01: 3 Britain (A Condon. 
S VUariso. A Patrick. J Baukh) 3:0320. Wgb 
lamp: t J Soromayor 2.36m: 2 V Voronin 
iRus) 2.36; 3 C Austin (US) 2.33. Lon* 
lamp: I I Pedroso (Cuba) 8.62m: 2 Y 
Lame la (Sp) 6.56; 3 E Waider (US) B.30 
Pole vault: 1 J GalHcne (Frj 6.00: 2 J 
Hartwlg (US) 5.95. 3 D Ecker (Get) 5.85. 


: N BucUWd (GB) no lump, 
tattalcn: I S Ounara (ft*) 6J86pts: 2 E Noel 
(Estl 6.374; 3 R Sebrie (Cz Rep) 6.319 
WOMEN: 60m: 1 E Thanoti (Gr) 6.96: 2 
G Devers (US) 7.02: 3 I Miller (US1 TOo. 
200m: 1 I Tinea (Rom) 22.39: 2 S Gon- 
charenko (RUSI 22.69: 3 P Davis (Baham) 
22.70. 400m: I G Brevier (Ger) 50.80; 2 
F Oeunkoya INtoertaj 51.25: 3 J MBes-Oark 
1US)5 1 .45. SOOm: 1 L Fcrmanova fCz Rep) 
1:56.90: 2 M MutOU (Moz) 1.57.17: 3 N 
Tsycanova (Rus) 1:57.47. 1500m: I G 
Si*o (Rom) 4:03.23: ? V Bede^Sgetajy 


kooom: 1 G Szabo (Roml 8:36.42: 2 Z 
Ouaziz (Mor) 8:38.43; 3 R Jacobs, (US) 
8:39.14. 4x400m relay: I Russia (T 
Chebyklna. 5 Gonchareriko. O Kotlyarow. 
N Nazanwa) 324 25 iworR/renitfl: 2 Aus- 
tralia 3:26.87; 3 US 3 27 59 Loos Jon 
1 T Kotova (Rus) 6.86; 2 S Wllllamstl 
6 82; 3 I Prandzheva |Bul) 6.78. Triple 
lump: 1 A Hansen (GB) 75.02m: 2 1 


txa I Rus) 15.08 

PINAL MEDALS TABUS 
0 S B 

United States 3 7 9 

Romania 3 1 0 

Germany 3 0-4 

Britain 3 0 7 

Russia . 2*2 

Ethiopia 2 0 I 

Ukraine - 2 0 1 

Cuba 2 0 0 


19 

4 

7 

5 

8 
3 
3 
2 


Bulgaria i. 2. 1 (4): Czech Republic 1. ». 
2 (*). ftkand t. i. 2 (4): France i. 0. 0 
Kjjdkhsun 1. 0. 0 (I I: Namibia 



(I).' Mozambique 6. l‘. 0 (l): Bahamas 0. 
0.1 111; CinadaO.0, 1 (1): Hungary 0.0. 
J fl): Mexfco 0. 0. 1 (1) P*o Mg 
medals were awarded tn the women s P* 
voufl). 

BADMINTON 

INTBIIUUIONAL MATCH (Copeabagm 
Denmark)-- todw»esla _bt PcnmarkJ -^ 
| Danish names first): Mens singles:,^ 
Gade Christensen tost to Herdrauan I '-’5 
11-15. Women’s C M atvn JJ 

Audlna 11*6 11-3. Men * doubl e*- M 
Soegaard and J Laugcsen lost to F umpeie 


LLOYDS TSB 
FIVE NATIONS’ 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

France (75) --3S Wata* 128} M 

(or Sfocte * France, mpfl 

Imland (9) 15 England (11) -J7 

lot tonsdowriu Rood. Dutm) 

P Ml D L F APK 

,2 : 0 0 51 36 5 

.2 I 0 I 54 « 2 

2 1 0 1 43 43 2 

.3 1 0 2 53 60 2 

3 I 0 2 77 95 2 


England .. 
Scotland.. 


Ireland 

Wales. 


INTERNATIONAL 

MATCH 

Scotland 120) 

lot Murroyfiett eaatmghl. 


.12 


CHELTENHAM AND 
GLOUCESTER CUP 
quarter-finals 
MKBKle — -33 Bath 


«„B OMKCMtr. 




Eddie Irvine soaks up the applause of his Ferrari pit crew and fans after crossing the line first in the Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne yesterday 


in practice, and what was to be- 
come a dark day Imd already got 
off shakily^ when, shortly before 
the grid formed, Hakkinen had 
driven out of his garage with di- 
agnostic leads still plugged into 
his car, pulling the elaborate 
overhead ligh ting gantry down 
on to team chief Ron D ennis * 
head. The Firm had switched to 
the spare McLaren after his in- 
tended race car developed a 
misfire, but despite CoulthanTs 
misfortune the world champion 
seemed comfortable nursing 
his lead. Then the complexion 
of the race changed on the 14th 
lap as Jacques Villeneuve’s 
new BARrSupertec lost its rear 
wing at top speed on the 

straight The car slamme d into 

the wall, and as the former 
champion climbed out the safe- 


ty car was deployed while the 
wreckage could be removed. 

When raring resumed three 
laps la ten however; Hakkmen 
suddenly slowed and Irvine 
surged into the lead he would 
hold to the finis h. The throttle 
linkage had malfunctioned, and 
Hakkmen was through. 

This incident heaped mis- 
fortune on the Stewart team, 
whose practice promise had 
threatened to evaporate in an 
embanassngdoudofsmokEas 
both Johnny Herbert and 
Rubens Barrichello’s engin es 
setfire to their bodywork as the 
field waited for the starting 
lights. That first start was abort- 
ed as the smoking machines 
were wheeled away. Herbert's 
day was ovei; but RarricheHo 
had started the spare Stewart- 


Ford from the pit lane and was 
in cracking form as he scythed 
back into contention. But as 
Hakkmen slowed the Brazilian 
was unsighted and uninten- 
tionally breached the regula- 
tions by overtaking Michael 
Schumacher before the start/ 
finish line. Before long he had 
to serve a 1 0 -second stop-and- 
go penalty, which' killed his 
chances. 

“'When I saw the safety car 
I thought, ‘Oh, the group will be 
all together so I have a good 
chance again,' BarricheBo said. 
“Mika had his problem and 
slowed. I was about the eighth 
car and I didn't have the vision 
to know what was going on. All 
of a sudden I saw cars every- 
where trying to avoid some- 
thing and I braked as hard as 


' SPORTING DIGEST 


and E Htan 17-16 16-17-10-15. Wemn’s 
doubles: R Oisen and H KlrkeRaanJ be 
Carmeailu and teotians 14-17 15-6 15-4. 
■Mes: J Hoist-Chrbteraen and 


A Joenwnsen lost to T Hefyanto and M 
Timur 3-15 8-15. 


BASKETBALL 

NBA IM): Boston 102 Denver 94: Indi- 
ana 83 Golden State 102; Philadelphia 78 
Miami 89: Washington 86 Charlotte 85: 
Twomo 84 Orlando B9; Milwaukee 88 
New York 87; Utah 106 Dallas 95: Port- 
land 97 Minnesota 85: LA Lakers 103 
Seattle 100 (S at): Cleveland 97 Golden 
State 80: Orlando 87 Detroit 82: SanAnto- 
mofl 114 LA Clippers 85; Sacramento 111 
Phoen h 99; H ouston 107 Vancouver 92. 
BUDWEEER UMU& Greater London 
Leopards 84 Sheffield Sharks 77; Man- 
chester Gtents 94 Newcastle Eagles 92; Lon- 
don lowers 77 Derby Storm 66. Renault 
Leicester Riders 96 Chester Jets 107: 
Thames valley ngeis 96 Milton Keynes 
Dons 69: Worthing Beats 78 Birmingham 
Bullets 92. 


BOWLS 

WOMEN’S ALL-EM OLAND INDOOR 


Khan. Waslm Akram. Stioatb Akhtar. Saqiain 
MushQq. Azhar MahmootLArshad HSian. Ab- 
dul Razzak. Shahid Nazir. 

TOUR MATCH (Lincoln, NZ, second day 
of three): South Africa 403 for 6 dec and 
98 for 4 (5 O'Connor 4-27): New Zealand 
A 276 for 9 dec 

.SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Phial day of four): 
Sydney: New South Wales 459 lor 5 dec 
(M G Sevan 202 no] and 1 88 lor 2 dec; 
South Australia 362 (JDSiddons 166) and 
41 for 2. Match drawn. Perth: Western 
Australia 486 for 6 dec (M E Hussey 187, 
R M Baker 111 no._T M r 
202 tor 5 dec ' 


1 no. T M Moody 109) and 
(D R Marxyn lOOno): las- 


ffcnfc Cdcheswr be < 
nones flrse Coushs bt I 
to Tempteman 18-20: Faster bt Waid 22-17: 
Brown bt Barton 26-12). 


(Ele- 


BOXING 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION 
phane and Castle, London): 12fdi 
I BO Inter-Continental super mid- 
dleweight ctuunploeshlp: H Eastman 
(Battersea) DC J Penn (Hemsworth) ref 
3rd. 12nf vacant IBP Incer-ConUsenta! 
lightweight cha mpi o n s hi p: S Smith 
(Kentish Town) bt Gary Rear (Birmingham) 
rtd 7th. 12rd Coaunonwealtii weiter- 
K Janruah (Ghana, 
ittereea) rsf 1 lch. 
: G Scott (Save) bt 
K Taylor [Blrm Ingham) rtd 4ch. Brd feath- 
erwelshc S Harr ten (Glasgow) bt 1 
Matthews (Aldershot) rtd 4ch. Aid heavy- 
weight: D Wans (Peck ham) bt P Jurczyk 
(Pol) pts. 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Ata- 
liMlc City, Now Jersey: US): WBA 

' ' " J ~ishlp: 0 

pts.lOrd 

Rshet (USjTsl 9th 

PROFBSIONAL PROMOTION fSt Pw«L 
Minn, US): IitceraationM Bating Fed- 
eration Junior flyweight championship: 

W Grigsby (US. holder) bt C Caceres (Phil) 
PC* 

~ CRICKET 

PAKISTAN WORLD CUP PROBABLES: 

Saeed Anwar. Shahid Af ridl, l)az Ahmad. In- 
zdmadKri Haq. Ibusaf Vblunna. wajahatul- 
lah wasd. Imran Nazir. Mo In Khan, waqar 
Vbunls. Azhar Mahmood. Abdul Razzak, 
Muhammad Waslm. Washn Akram leapt). 
Shoalb Akhtar. Shahid Nazir. Safid Shan, 
Saqiain Mushraq. Mushraq Ahmad. Arshad 
Khan (The wood til be cur to 1 5 ptoyers 
by 37 MortfiJ. 

PAKISTAN SQUADS (Asian Vest Cham- 
pionship Baal, Dhaka. 12-16 March): 

Saeed Anwac Wajanatutoh Wbsri. Imran Nazis 
Saz Ahmad. Mbusaf Moharma. Iraamarrml Haq. 
fi«hM Afridi. Moin Khan. 5hoaft> Akhtar. 
Saqltin Musntaq. Waslm Akram. Atshad Khan. 
Azliar Mahmood. Shahid Nazir, priangelar 
series Id India and Sharjah): Saeed An- 
war. Shahid Afrit*. IJaz Ahmad. Imran Nazis 
I rua mamni Haq. Ibusaf Vuhanna. Mom 


mania 228 (M J Di Venuto 60; Moody 4- 
33} and 24B (J Can 78). Western 
Australia won by 212 ran*. 
SUPBtSPORT SEHIE5 FINAL IFoorth 
day): East London: Western Province 
302 (E O Simons 75. A C Dawson 143; T 
Henderson 4-82) and 249 (H D Ackerman 
98no: V C Drakes 5-48): Border 191 (S C 
Pope 61) and 96 for 1. 

CYCLING 

Britain's Sarah Symington finished 
third behind the Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist Anna Wilson, 
who notched her maiden road 
cycling World Cup victory in Canberra 
yesterday. 

PARIS-NICE Prologue time trial (9km, 
Botiegne-BCUtueoart, Parts): 1 C Board- 
man (GB) Credit Agricole TOmln 20s«C 2 
5 C Grady (Aus) Credit Agrioole 10.22: 3 
F VanOenWoucM (Bell Co fid Is 10.26: 4 J 
Kirsipuu (Esri Casino 10.27: 

Lotto 10.27. 


71 66 77. 287 P Baker 73 72 71 71: B 
Lane 72 75 70 70: G Evans 72 69 73 73: 
J Van Dc Vetde (Frt 68 73 72 74; M Tun- 
nicliff 72 69 76 70; M A Jimenez (Sp) 68 
73 70 76. 288 T Level (Fr) 73 70 72 73: 
J Rivero (Sp) 70 74 71 73: A Hansen (Den) 
73 72 70 73: G On 73 73 69 73; K Tomori 
(Japan) 68 79 68 73: T Johnstone (ZJnri 71 

71 75 71. 289 J Cocer es (Are) 74 72 70 
73: D Gilford 69 76 72 72; S Sallacner 73 

72 70 74: W Bennett 75 69 70 75: J Mel- 
lor 72 73 73 71. 

VO DIO ORDER OF MERIT: 1 D Howell 
(Eng) £155.810.78; 2 E Els ISA) 
£136.087.57:31 ~ ' 

4 L Westwood 
Frost (SA) £10i 

£109.372.02; 7 J Moseley 
£108.890.80: 8 J Blckerton 
£106,709.71; 9 A Ce)ka )Ger) 

El 03.907.40: 10 E Romero (Arg) 
f 1 02.000.85. 

LEADING EUROPEAN RYDER CUP 
POINTS STANDINGS (GB unless stat- 
ed): 1 C Montgomerie 5.890pts: 2 □ 
Clarke 3.453; 3 L Westwood 3.412; 4 M 
A Jimenez (Sp) 2.954; S S Suuever (Ger) 
2.660: 6 A Ceflca (Gerl 2.438: 7 D Howell 
2.302; 9 R Karisscn (Swe) 2J94: 9 A 
Col tart 2.162: 10 P Sjotand (Swe) 2.122: 
11 J Sandeiin (Swe) 2,090: 12 B Unger 
(Ger) 1.757: 13 J Blckerton 1,719: 14 P 
McGInley firt) 1.716: 15 P Lawrie 1.562: 
IGPFulhe (Swe) USl: 17 JM Olazabal 
(Sp) 1 ^50: IB V Phillips 1.458: 19 S Web- 
ster 1.423; 20. J Vbn De \fclde (Fr) 1.190. 
AUSTRALASIAN PGA TOUR CHAMPt- 


(Aus 

P 


I could because 1 knew if 1 over- 
took somebody before the line 
Iwould have a penalty Butthai 
Schumacher braked even more 
than I did and I just couldn’t 
avoid overtaking him, " 

On a day when the Stewart 
team might otherwise have 
won their first race, Barrichel- 
lo had to be content with fifth 
place, after serving his penal- 
ty on the 32nd lap. Tm upset 
because of what we could have 
achieved,” Barrichello said 
afterwards. “For the first time 
I had a car that allowed me to 
race and overtake. It was one 
of the best races of my career.” 

Michael Schumacher, too, 
was out of luck. After moving 19 
the field he was delayed by a 
tyre problem on the 27th lap, 
and then the need to switch 


Wn |FQ0.Pts45): 2 Noofertiam 119-39}: 3 Khal- 
sa (19-38). 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST Premlur: 

Btueharts 9 Bishops Scurford 4: Cambridge 
City 3 Bedford Town. 3; Cambridge Unhi 2 
Crostyx 2: daaon i Ipswich 4; west Hens 
4 Colchester 0. Leading pos i tions: i 
Peterborough Town (PTB, Pts43); 2 
IpswWi (18-41): 3 Cambridge Unlv (16-35). 
NORTH Premier: Ben Rhydding 5 War- 
rington G: Durham Univ 6 Rotherham 1; 
Form by 1 Bowdon 2: Neston 1 Southport 
1. Leading positions: 1 Formby (P20. 
Pb* 4): 2 Sneffleid Bankers (19-431: 3 Bow- 
don (20-41) 

WEST OF EXGLAND A SOUTH WALES 
Preodar: Gloucester City 1 Robinsons 5; 
Swansea 0 Whitchurch 1: Taunton Vhle 4 
Yfcovll & Shertwume 7: West Wilts l Bath 
Buccs 4: Weston-super-Mare 4 Che&enhani 
3. Leadlug positions- 1 Whitchurch (PIS. 
Pts45): 2 Robinsons (18-41); 3 Bath Buc- 
caneers (18-32). 

EHL WOMEN’S Premier: QUton Scottish 
Life 3 FyfFes Leicester 0: Hlghrovun 3 
Ipswich 2: Slough 2 Clifton Scottish Life I. 
Loading positions: 1 Slough (PI 2, 
Pts28): 2 Ipswich (13-28): 3 Clifton Scot- 
tish Ule ( 1 3-231. Hzsc Dlatoloa: Chelms- 
ford Highway 2 Troians 2: Sunderland 
Asnbrooke 0 Aldridge 1; Wimbledon 0 
Canterbury B. Leadlnt po efti oa i : 1 Can- 
terbury (PI 3, Prs23k2 Chelmsford High- 
way (1 3-22): 3 Aldridge (13-22). Second 
Dhrteton: Hamp ton-in- Arden 2 Old 


Loughtonlans 1: Sherwood 0 Bracknell 1: 
: Albans 2 Ealing 0; Wol 
positions: 1 


4 Poynron 2. 
king (PI 3. 
(13-211: 3 


GOLF 

DOKAL-RYDER OPEN 
third- rcxind scares III 
205 G Kraft 68 67 70. 207 G Day 69 71 
67: E Els (SA) 71 66 70. 208 S Dunlap 67 
72 69; A Bean 70 69 69. 209 J Leonard 
72 69 68: C Riley 6B 72 69. J Haas 70 69 
70. £ Toledo (Me*) 6B 70 71 : K Jones 70 
68 71 :T Armour 111 67 71 71: G Chalmers 
(Aus) 71 66 72. 210 D toms 70 73 67; C 
Stadler 72 71 67: M Weir (Can) 71 71 68; 
B Andrade 72 70 68; G Hill 71 69 70: P 
Jordan 70 70 70: B Bums 67 72 71: P H 
Horgan 69 70 71. Sti .rtad: 211 S Elk- 
ineron (Aus) 72 70 69: J Runevlk (Swe) 

71 70 70: N Price (23m) 72 69 70. 212 G 
Norman (Aus) 71 73 GB: P SJoland Swe) 

72 71 69: G HJertsiedt (Swe) 69 72 71. 
214 D Frost ISA) 72 71 71.213 B Langer 
(Gerl 71 73 71. 218 T B|om (Den) 72T1 
75. 221 O Sema (Mex) 73 69 79. 
ALGARVE PORTUGUESE OPEN (PWk 
u) Leading rinel- round scores and 
boctis (GB or Iri unless stated): 27G V 
Phillips 72 68 68 68; J Blckerton 71 73 64 


_ _ _ , _ Atv m warn uv r w t j uj. a«v ■ wire* » ■< 

SATOmdl (Bel) 71 68 68. 281 P Senior 70 69 73 69: R 

PampUrw 71 69 72 69; R Byrd |US) 70 75 

68 68: S UucccL 68 69 73 71: S Leaney 

69 71 69 72. 282 I Lnratt (Can) 72 69 


(Ger) 

69. 280 A Wall 71 69 71 69. 281 D Lee 
75 70 69 67; C HaMne (US) 71 73 69 68. 
282 P Brtudhurst 76 68 71 67: R Gon- 
zalez (Arg) 72 74 68 68: M Roe 72 69 70 
71: B May (US) 70 69 7i 72. F Jacobson 
(Swe) 68 71 71 72: P Lawrie 71 69 69 73; 
M Scarpa (1t1 69 71 68 74. 283 I Garbult 
70 71 72 70: G Norqulst (US) 74 73 66 
70: A Cabrera (Arg) 72 70 69 72. 284 I 
Pvman 72 70 72 70; D Howtil 74 72 68 
70: P Mitchell 71 71 71 71: R Bcrafl 71 
70 71 72. 285 R Winchester 70 76 72 67; 


J Smyth __ 

68 72; R Jacquetoi (ft) 72 70 75 69. F 
Valera (Sp) 69 72 71 74; W Riley (Aus) 72 


RUGBY UNION RESULTS 


JEWSON NATIONAL 
LEAGUE ONE 

Lsdne* 3 Nottingham.^ 11 

^ ^ P W D L F APts 

Mandwsoer....2218 0 4642272 M 

Hanley 21 17 1 3515266 S3 

Room Part ..22 14 0 8482 326 28 

OHM*... .2213 1 B 372 331 27 

NMdng8am...^2 13 0 9483 390 2® 
IMurfedale ....22 12 010413 306 24 

Newbury 2211 110 441 382 23 

Beading. 22 10 012 402 478 20 

LydneyT. -21 9 1 11 319387 19 

Omburley 22 9 112427565 19 

Blrn/SoUbull-22 8 014 358425 16 

Harrogate 22 6 214 229 374 1* 

MMfay 22 5 116361859 11 

Uw-rpbol SH -22 4 018283666 8 

TWO NORTH 

HUKkley 34 Aspewla 10 

TWO SOUTH 

Clifton 11 Barking— -—.T9 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Firs* DL 
tistofu Poetpuneds Rumney v South 

Wales Ponce. 


TENNENT'S VELVET 
CUP 

QUARTER-FINAL 

Borooghmtifr -1 6 Harlot’s FP 15 

TENNENT'S VELVET 
SHIELD 

QUARTER-FINAL 
Gonfonlans — -68 Hawick Linden 10 

TENNENT’S VELVET 
PREMIERSHIP 
FIRST DIVISION 

Currie —20 Jed- Forest 21 

Stirling Co 14 Hawick 24 

SECOND DIVISION; Dundee HSFP 22 
Kirkcaldy 32; Kilmarnock 29 Selkirk 14. 
Third ofufobHt: Stewart’s MeMUe FP23 
Ayf 1 9. 

TBM BITS NATIONAL LEAGUE First 
Division; Annan 9 HiUheadflordanhill 
13: Duns 35 Scewartry 20: Haddington 

9 Hutchesons’ Aloyslans 12: Trinity Acad* 

10 Langholm 8. 

v Core efirp hine. 


282 I Leggatt (Can) 

72 69. 283 A Bonhomme 75 71 70 67; C 
Spence 68 72 72 71 . 284 G Simpson 72 

73 70 69: N Smith 70 66 76 72: E Wri- 
ters 68 75 68 73: J Moseley 70 69 71 74: 
P O'Malley 65 69 72 78. 

HOCKEY 

FIRST TEST MATCH (Pretoria, SA): 

South Africa 3 Australia 2. Second: South 
Africa 1 AustraSa 3 (Hre-morch series K*e) 
or J-l). 

BfL Premier: Beeston 4 Old Lou eh ton i- 
ans 3: Bast Grlnstead 2 Boumrifle 2; Gubd- 
tord l Teddlngton 7: Hounslow 2 
Brocklands 3: Reading 6 Canterbury 3: 
Southgate 2 Cannock 2. Leading posi- 
tions: 1 Cannock [PIS. Pts45J: 2 South- 
gate (18-40): 3 Canterbury (18-361. R* 
DMnoa: Oxford Univ 3 tsca 1 ; Barford 
Tigers 2 Hampstead fr Westminster 2; 
Bromley 1 Loughborough Students 3: Fire- 
brands 0 Doncaster 5: Harieston Magpies 
5 Sheffield 3: Indian Gymkhana 3 Easccote 
3: Lewes 4 Chelmsford 3: Oxford Hawks 

2 Havant T: scourporc 4 Sc Albans 3 
Leading petitions: 1 Doncaster [PI 7. 
Pu*2); 2 Surbiton (16-40): 3 Lewes (17- 
38). 

SOUTH Premier: Blackheath 2 Winches- 
ter l: Chichester 5 Richmond 3: High 
Wycombe 2 Beckenham 2; Old Cran- 
idgharis 3 Maidenhead 3. Qtd Whitaftians 
0 Herne Bay 4: Puriey 7 AncborUns2; Tun- 
bridge w«l» 4 Bournemouth i; Wimbledon 

3 Cry of Portsmouth 2: Wtridrw 1 Fa return 
1; Wokingham 4 Gore Court - Leading 
pastdoos: 1 Wimbledon |P19. Pts43); 2 
Fa reham (18-41); 3 Old Cranleighans (19- 
38). 

DTZ MDLANDS Prtmlar: Coventry A North 
VNrwkk l EtMuston 2; North Notts 1 Harnp- 
tOfrioArden ?; North SaTford v Nottingham 
postgo ^ N a th a n^ 2 OtanfiWBt 
Vbrwick 2. Luding positions: 1 Edgbas- 


SUPER 12 

Qoecnsliid 19 Chtefs —..—17 

Outgo 65 Nortbom ——23 

Goldon Cats— 10 NSW —39 

MUflngUn 22 SMHri 24 

P WD L F APts 

Canterbury 2 2 0 0 70 19 9 

Otago 2 2 0 0 84 36 9 

Stormors 2 2 0 0 66 41 8 

QnMitSdund 2 2 0 0 30 17 8 

NSW 2 1 1 0 52 23 7 

Coastal Sharks 2 1 1 0 34 29 8 

Goldon Cats ...2 1 0 1 43 61 4 

Auckland 2 0 0 2 29 41 2 

Waikato 2 0 0 2 20 67 1 

Nortborn Bulls 2 0 0 2 42 107 1 

Wemqgton 2 0 0 2 22 35 O 

ACT — 2 0 0 2 38 54 0 

ftsir points for win, two fw drew, one 
for less Oy seven points or Jess, one tor 
scoring four or more tries in a march. 

WORLD CUP 
FIRST ROUND 
REPECHAGE 

’Bxtga (16) 37 Georgia (3) 

fot Teufahm Srat/htm. Nvku’Alota) 


St Albans 2 EaUn 

Loading i 

Pu37). 2 OU Loughtonlans 
Bracknell (13-20). 

WOMEN’S MIDLAND Premier: Luton 0 
Crimson Ramblers 0. Leading positions: 
1 Bedford (P12. Pts 30): a Loughborough 
Students (12-26): 3 Kettering 1 12-23). 
WOMEN'S NORTH nret Division: Black- 
bum P Don Uriley ft Chester 1 Leyfand 
Motors 0: Liverpool 2 Dees We Ramblers 0: 
Sheffield 3 Winninxton Park 0. Leading 
positions: 1 Deeskle Ramblers |P13. 
Pts3A); 2 Chester (1 3-24): 3 Liverpool (1 3- 
23). 

WOMEN’S EAST Prater: Ashford 3 
Blueharcs 4; Bury Sr Edmunds 1 Dereham 
0: Cambridge Oty 1 Harieston Magpies 1: 
ks 2 Letdnwortfi 0. f 


■ngposl- 

i Magpies (Pi 3. P&33): 
t7):3 Ipswich (13-22). 


Sevenoahs . 
tlons: 1 Harieston I 
2 Sevenoaks (14-27); 

WOMEFTS WEST Premier: Bournemouth 
2 Leominster 0. Exeter 3 St Austell I: 
Exmouch 4 Cheltenham 1 : Portishead Fire- 
brands 2 CoirvaD 3; Taunton Vale 2 Red- 
land 2. I riding positions: 1 Exmouth 
(PI 5. Pts36): 2 Cotwali (1 5-36); 3 Exeter 
(14-30) 

WOMEN'S SOUTH First DMsfoo: Duh 
vricfi 2 Horsham 0: Maidenhead 3 Reading 
1 : Rover Cowley 4 Tulse Hill 1: West Wit- 
ney 3 Hendon 1; Winchester 5 City of 
Portsmouth I. Leading positions: t 
Rover Cowley (PI 8. Pts44); 2 Dulwkn 
(17-44)3 Tube Hill (17-35). 
TRYS PORTS WOMEN’S THREE COUN- 
TIES First Division: Bracknell 6 Famham 
Common 1: Henley 2 Windsor 4: Oxford 
Univ. 2 Heading fc Ptwenix-Ranelagh 3 
Oxford Hawks 5: Rover Cowley i Newbury 
6: Sonning 1 Milton Keynes 0: West Wit- 
ney 2 Wokingham 2: Wycombe Rye 4 Oty 
of Oxford i. LeacBng positions: i New 
bury (PI 4. Pts34)T2 Oxford Hawks (15- 
33): 3 BracJtnelJ (13-32) 

ICE HOCKEY 

NHL (Frl): Buffalo 2 Dallas l: New Jer- 
sey 1 Boston 4: Pittsburgh 2 Edmonton 
2 (OY): PhObnbt 2 Detroit 7: Vancouver 1 
Calgary 5: Anaheim 3 Nashville 7. (Sat): 
Philadelphia 3 NY Islanders 3 for): Tampa 
Bay 6 Montreal I: Ottawa 3 tor onto 1; 
Washington 4 Edmonton 3: Florida 2 Car- 
olina 2 Jot): Chicago 4 San Jose 0; Calgary 
4 Los Angdes 1. 

5EKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Cardiff 3 
Ayr 4 (at). 

CHALLENGE CUP SwnMInal second 
Leg: Manchester 1 Sheffield 3 f agg : 1-6): 
Nottingham 3 Cardiff 3 (or agg: 6-5 ). 


steering wheels as his gear se- 
lectors played up. On a day 
when Damon Hill, in his 100th 
grand prix, was pushed off on 
the first lap, Schumacher 
counted himself fortunate to 
survive for eighth place. 

The day instead, belonged to 
the man who has so often sac- 
rificed his own aspirations for 
the good of Fterrari, and fre- 
quently been labelled a minion 
for his pains. Frentzen couldn't 
get full throttle in the dosing 
stages, and Ralf Schumacher 
lacked the sheer pace to chal- 
lenge, leaving Irvine a dear and 
deserving winner 

“Apart from the two 
McLarens, which were so fast, 
we proved that we were doing 
the right thing," he said. ‘After 
such a long time this is fantas- 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

ARL=FbrTamaaa205tGcorgc-0lavMrra 10; 
Newcastle 41 Manly 18: Cronulla 44 Bal- 
main 0. North Sydney 30 Western Suburbs 
12; South Sydney 16 Canterbury 14: Can- 
berra 28 Brisbane 20. Melbourne 32 Pen- 
rith 10 . 

SAILING 

Team New Zealand were pushed 
harder chan expected when beating 
Italy’s Prada challenge in the 1 999 
Road to America’s Cup final in 
Auckland yesterday. Having won 
the first race by 32sec. they lost the 
second In the best of three by l min 
37sec. Russell Courts and Brad 
Buccerworth were on top again In 
the third when on the final leg. TMTs 
spinnaker shredded and die crew had 
to move into overdrive to set a re- 
placement. Francesco de Angelis 
dosed right up but still saw his rivals 
take the race and the series by just 
one second. 

AMERKJYS OJP CHALLENGER VERSUS 
DCnSMDER semes (Auckland): Rare 1: 

Team New Zealand (R Courts) be Team 
Prada Iraly \t de Angelis) by 32s*c Item 
2 : Team Prada bt Team New Zealand by 
Imln 37sec Rneo 3i Team New Zealand 
bt Dram Prada by l sec. Team New Zealand 
won series 2-1 

SKIING 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (KvitTJefl, Nor): 
Man 1 ! downhill: 1 A S'Jillltw (Aus) 

I min 46.78SCC 2 L Kjus (Nor) 1 46.96: 3 
S Eberharter (Aus) 1:47.55: 4 HTrinkl (Aus) 
1:47.68; 5 KAAamodt (Nor) 1:47 71: 8- 
F Scrobl (Aus) 1 48.06: D Cudie (5w)() 

1 :4B.06: 8 W Franz (Aus) 1 48 09; 9 P Jaer- 
byn (Swe) 1:48.12; 10 H Knauss (Aus) 
1:48.17. Sopcr-G: 1 H Male: (Aur) Imln 
30.70sec 2 S Eberharter (Aut) 1:31.17:3 
ASCh«erw (tea) 1 .31 ».*D Cuttw (Swn) 
1.31.35: 5 PAccota [Swtt| 1 .31.62: SLKJus 
(Nor) 1:31 76, 7 F SroW (Aut) T31 97.8 
K A Aamodt (Nor) 1 -32.00: 8 C Fleischer 
(US) 1:32.12; 10 H Knauss (Aut) 132.39 
World Cop snpor-G seandtegs: 1 H 
Maier (Auc) «80pts ichampion): 2 S Eber- 
harter (Aut) 310; 3 RSalzgeber (Aur) 212. 
4 H Knauss (Auc) 21 1; 5 A Schlfferer (Aut) 
18 2. World Cap woreJI: 1 Aamodt 
I J67pts 2 KJu5 1.259. 3 Maier 1.242. 4 
Eberharter 977. 


tic. There were a lot of things 
we had to improvise today, but 

1 managed to remember them 
all and everything went well.” 

AUSTRALIAN FI GRANS PIUX (Mei- 
boomt): 1 E Irvine (GB) Ferrari llu 
3Smln 01.659 sec (ov speed 1 14.51 Impti); 

2 H H Frentzen (Ger) Jordan 1 02 7 sec be- 
hind: 3 R Schumacher (Ger) Williams 
7.012:4 G Fiskheila (It) Benetton 33.418: 
5 R Barrichello (Braj Stewart 54.698: 6 
P De La Rosa (5p) Arrows Imln 24.31 7: 
7 T Takagi (Jpn) ArroiMS Imln 26.288: 8 
M Schumacher (Ger) Ferrari 1 lap. 

DM not IMstc R Zonta (Bra) BritKh Amer- 
ican Racing 9 laps. L Badoer (It) Minardi 
15 laps, A Wucr (Aut) Benetton 29 laps. 
P Dlnlz (Bra) Sauber 30 laps. M Gene (5p) 
Minardi 32 laps. J TrulH (It) Prost 32 laps. 
O ftsnis (ft) Prost 34 laps. M Hakkmen (Fin) 
McLaren 36 laps, A Zanardl (It) Williams 
37 laps. D Coulthard (GB) McLaren 44 laps. 
J Vllleneuve I Can) British American Racing 
44 laps. D HUi (GB) Jordan 57 laps. J Ale- 
si (Fr) Sauber 57 laps. 

Did doc stare i Herbert (GB) Stewart. 
Fastest lap: M Schumacher imln 
32.1 12sec (av speed \24.353mph). 
Driven standbiKs: 1 Irvine lOpts. 2 
Frentzen 6. 3 R Schumacher 4. 4 Ffcichei- 
la 3. 5 Barrichello 2. S De La Rasa i . 
C uuUnmo oHaiKUngs: 1 Ferrari 10,2 
Jordan 6. 3 Williams 4. 4 Benetton 3. 5 
Stewart 2. S Arrows t. 


i|Hnl bt Aloes (Eng) I 
15-5: C Whlce (Aus) bt B Ball (Eng) 15-10 
12-15 8-15 15-11 15-12; S GallhlFr) be 
O Tuomlnen (He) 12-15 4-15 15-10 15-8 
15-11: K Patrick (Can) br V Berg (Can) 
15-1115-10 15-11. 

TABLE TENNIS 
ENGLAND SQUAD (for World Cbampt- 
ootiilpo, Bolgrede, starting 28 April): 
M Syed (Surrey). C Prean (Isle of Wight). 
A Perry (Devon). T Vbung (Berkshire). A 
- 're (Bucks], A Holt (Lancashire). N 
(Dertys). G Sriswartz (Berkshire). 


H 


(Staffordshire). 


TENNIS 

FRANKLIN TEMPLETON MEN'S CLAS- 
SIC (S c ot ts dale, Arizona) Slngins, 
quarter-finals: L Hewitt (Aus) bt J Gol- 
mard (Frl 6-1 3-0 ret. M Woodford? I Aus) 
bt G Ivanisevic (Cm) 7-6 4-6 6-1 . A Agas- 
si (US) bt C PlOllne (Fr) 6-4 6-1. 
COPENHAGEN OPEN ATP TOUR (Den- 
mark) Slngins, semf-Hnats; M Gostafs- 
SOn (Swe) K B Black (Zlmj 6-3 6-1. F 
Santoro (Fr) bt 5 Gro|ean (Fr) 1-6 6-2 6-0 
Final: Gusiafsson bt Santoro 6-4 6-1 
WTA EVERT CUP (Indian Wells. C«U- 
fomte) Singles, first round: 5 WrUbms 
(US) bt J Sleek (5a) 6-1 7-5: P Schnyder 
(Ger) br T lanasugam (Tha| 6-3 6-4; C Black 
(2lm) bt A Huber IGer) 4-6 6-3 6-2: E 
Ukhovtseva |Rusj bt M Lucie (Croa) 64 6-3. 
K HrdUckova (Cz Rep) be T Panova (Rus) 
6-4 6-1 ; H Nagyova |SV»ak) bt C Morar- 
lu (US) 7-5 7-5: 0 Barabanschikova (BeUr) 
bt A Smashnova |lsr) 5-7 6-0 6-2; A MoUk 
(Aus) bt A Fusal (Fr) 6-2 64; I Spirted (Rom) 
bt A Glass (Ger) 7-6 7-6: A Stevenson (US) 
bt T Snyder (US) 7-5 6-4: A Frazer I US) 
bt M Sanchez Lorenzo (Sp) 4-6 6-3 6-2: 
M Saekl (Japan) bt M Serna (Sp) 4-6 7-6 

S 7-5] 6-2; M De Swardr (SA1 br R Grande 
It) 7-5 4-6 64: C Martinez (Sp) bt S Appri- 
: C Rubin (US) bt 


1:29. 

1:29.57: 4 A Mebsnltzer (Aut) 1:29 74. 5 
R Haeusl (Ger) 1:30.18: 6 H Gere (Gerl 
1 .30.20: 7 B Obermoser (Aur) T . 30.45. 8 
S Brauner IGer) 1 .30 47: 9 K Blaser (Aui) 
1:30.57; 10 B Perez |lr) 1-30.6* 


SNOOKER 

THAILAND MASTBSS (Ambassador 
Hotel, Bangkok): Semi- finals: M 

Williams (Wai) be J Fbrrort (Eng) 6-2: A 
McManus (Seo) bt D Morgan («W) 6-1. 
Final] Williams bt McManus 9-7. 

5PEED SKATING 
WORLD CUP (Inzell, Ger) Man's 
5.000m: 1 R RKsma (Neth) 6nwi 41 .88sec; 
2 B de Jong (Neth) 6:42.42. 3 G Romm* 
(Neth) 6:4330. Final World Ora stand- 
iHge 1 B UtidKamp (Bel) 204 ms: 2 De Jong 
192: 3 F Dittricn (Ger) 174. Women's 
1500m: 1 □ Ntemann-Stimemann (Gee) 
2:01 06: 2= T d* Jeng (Neth). M Wljsman 
(Neth) 2:01.93. Hnal World Cup stand- 
ings: 1 Niemarm-Srirnemann 25Spts: 2 C 
Pectisrem (Ger] 227: 3 De Jong 221. 


SQUASH 

WINDY OTY OPEN ( 


US); 


JCWtitto, 

Man'* firm round: 5 Meads (Eng) bt P 
Frank (Aus) lS-8 15-7 15-11: (71 J Rus- 
sell (Eng) bt T Berden (Hoi) T3-15 15-6 
15-12 15-12; N Dugan (Eng) bt W £1 Hindi 


nuns (Bel) 6-2 4-6 6-2; 

R Dragomir (Rom) 64 6-3: A Suglyamj 

S bt A-G SWot (Fr) 3-6 6-3 7-5: B 
(US) bt 5 Pltschke (Aut) 64 6-1 . 
Oh (US) bt B Schett (Aut) 64 64; 
M J Fernandez (US) bt E Taiaikova (Ukr) 
64 6-3: 5 Tesstud |Fi) bt M A Vento (VBn) 
6-1 6-1: J Hagours-Decugls (Fr) br Fang 
U (Ch) 6-2 7-6: S Farino (It) bt A Koumlko- 
va (Rus) 7-6 4-6 7-5: B Riciner (Get) br □ 
to Roost I Be(| 0-6 64. 6-3: L Raymond 
(US) bt N Zvereva I Beta) 64 64 Second 
round; M Seles IDS) bi E Ukhovtseva 
(Rus) 7-6 6-2. N Tauzlat (Fr) bi M Saekl 
(Japan) 6-1 6-7 6-3; M Hlngb (Swlr) bi A 
Stevenson (US) 6-3 64. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

45m 

The pounds Nick 
Faldo, Britain’s 
richest sports star, 
has in his bank 
balance. The golfer 
is a cool £1 5m 
ahead of boxer 
Lennox Lewis 
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JAMCS ALLEN 


Michael Schumacher: 
The Quesc for 
Redemption 

by James Allen 
Partridge £16.99. 
hardback 

ONCE DESCRIBED by Damon 
HUI as “robotic", Michael Schu- 
macher warmed up for yester- 
day's Australian Grand Prix by 
putting on a football strip and 
having a kickabout with a local 
team. It's something he does on 
a more serious basis, whenev- 
er his commitments permit, 
with an amateur side near his 
Swiss home. He loves it so he 
docs it Same thing with 
Jacques Vllleneuve and his ski- 
ing. These guys, paid lens of 
millions of pounds a year, defy 
common sense to risk their 
limbs in search of a sponta- 
neous pleasure. Vet spontoue 
ity is hardly the word most 
commonly applied to Schu- 
macher’s character. Cold, cal- 
culating. arrogant - these are 
the most familiar epithets. 
James Allen's portrait of the 
Reuters world champion of 1994 and 
1995 attempts to look beneath 
the tabloid caricature to reveal 
a man of extreme gifts but rel- 
atively normal emotions. Be- 
ginning with the last race of 
1.997, when Schumacher tried to 
clobber Villeneuve at Jerez 
and instead put himself into the 
gravel-trap of public opprobri- 
um, the author ends with the 
final race of 1998, when Schu- 
macher stalled his car on the 
start-line at Suzuka and hand- 
ed the title to Mika Hakkmen. 
In between he explores as 
many aspects of Schumach- 
er’s background and environ- 
ment as can be interleaved 
with the narrative. 

There is no doubting Schu- 
macher's talent, his confidence 
or his aggression. He may lade 
the late Ayrton. Senna's philo- 
sophical dimension, but he is 
every bit as fierce in his belief 
that he was born to win - and 
that any other outcome repre- 
sents a violation of natural law. 
Allen fries to persuade us that 
in the aftermath of Jerez, 1998 
represented a year in which 
Schumacher learnt to control 
the expression of his desire, but 
the evidence is not entirely 
convincing. 

The span of the book’s nar- 
rative is so short that within 
240 pages, there must in- 
evitably be a degree of repeti- 
tion, and the chronological 
jumps are sometimes confus- 
ing. But Allen, ITV's astute 
and well-informed pit-lane re- 
porter, comes up with enlight- 
ening testimony on the nature 
of Schumacher’s talent par- 
ticularly from Ross Brawn, his 
technical director and strate- 
gic co-conspirator first at 
Benetton and now at Ferrari 
Less convincing is the analysis 
of Schumacher's sense of hu- 
rnoun which depends too heav- 
ily on an acceptance that 
Damon Hill represents the 
zenith of wit. 

But there is some good stuff 
here, the best of it Allen's own 
line: “In Fbrmula One, a con- 
tract is worth whatever some- 
one is prepared to pay to kill if 
RICHARD WILLIAMS 


TOP 1 0 BOOKS 


T BBC Radio 5 Live Spores Yearbook 
1 999 edired by Peter Nncncvs lOddtuli. 
pjpertradk. £14) 

2 Hear .Gas and Ticket Touts. Eddy 
Brlmson (Headline, papertuck. E6 99) 

3 Football Memories. Brian Glomnlle 
(Virgin. hardbJtk. £16 99). 

4 Iteehit Grand: The Gambler As 
Hero. Jonathan Rcndafl (Yellow Jersey, 
paperback, £ 10 ). 

5 Made fai Leeds: ‘Square Ball' since 
1989. (Square Ball, paperback. £5.95). 

6 Playing tor Keeps - Michael Jor- 
dan And Tbe World He Made. Dawd 
Halberstam (Random House USA. hard- 
back. £21.50). 

7 Angry White Pyjamas. Robert Twite- 
ger (Indigo, paperback. £6 99[. 

8 Mick Fftxgerald: A Jump-Jockey’s 
Life. Mick Fitzgerald and Carl Evans 
(Mainstream, hardback, £15.99). 

9 Gentleman George - The Autobl- 
ography. George Harwtek (Juniper, 
hardback, £14.99) 

10 Stoked - A History of Surf Cul- 
ture. Drew Kamplon and Bruce Brawn 
(Evergreen, hardback, £14.99) 
Compttcd by Sportspages 

94-96 Charing Cross Road. London 
(07 77 240 9604) and St Ann's Square 
Manchester (0767? 832 8530) and 
mm. sporbpapes.co.uk 


SATURDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

Draw date: 6/3/99. Trie winning numbers; 8, 32. 33, 37, 43, 47. Bonus number: 45. 






Match 6 (Jackpot) 

3 

£2,773,403 

£8,320,209 1 

Match 5 plus bonus bail 

17 

£150.592 

£2.560.064 f 

Match 5 

789 

£2,027 

£1.599.303 * 

Match 4 

48.865 

£75 

£3.499,875 

Match 3 

883.024 

£10 

£8.830.240 

TOTALS 

930.498 


£24,809,691 1 


Total tmk'i urmiDm tian to 0«Od CauMft! £29400.000. 


O Came kit Group pic. Players must bo 1C or ovn. 


IWaytw, just nvxytxfr. ^ THE NATIONAL LOTTERY' 

m me event o < any discrepancy in me above, the o»a contained m Camel ot central computer system shall piwou. 
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10/RACING 


Third Arkle lures Johnson 


SOME OWNERS spend their 
lives dreaming of having a run- 
ner at the Cheltenham Festival, 
even a 50-1 chance David John- 
son is not one of them. Thanks 
to Martin Pipe and an appar- 
ently bottomless bank account, 
he was the most successful 
owner in Britain last jumps 
season, and for him it is not a 
question of whether he will 
have a runner, but how many. 

This yean Johnson may go to 
Gloucestershire with a chance 
in up to half a dozen of the meet- 
ing's 20 races, most notably 
the two novice hurdles and the 
Arkle Trophy; a race he has won 
for the last two seasons, with 
Champleve and Or RqyaL John- 
son said yesterday that Gris 
D’Estruval, an easy winner at 
Newbury on Saturday, will be 
this year's contender for the 
two-mile novice chasers’ cham- 
pionship, a race for which he is 
10-1. “He's come out of the race 
in fine form, I couldn’t have been 
more pleased with him and the 
Arkle is the logical choice," 
Johnson said. 

Johnson had a good after- 
noon at Newbury with Rash Re- 
mark winning a novice hurdle 
over two miles and five furlongs. 
Though his trainer hinted Chel- 
tenham might come a little 
soon for him, Johnson said 
yesterday that he wiQ now head 
for the Royal & SunAliiance 
Novices’ Hunfle over the same 
trip on Wednesday week. 

“He seems a natural as he 
jumps so wed," the owner said. 
“T was very pleased with him at 
Newbury and as long as it stays 
on the soft side he will go. He 
won try a distance at Haydock 
on his first outing far us the Sat- 
urday before, and yesterday 
he gave weight to some decent 
novices and beat them easfly" 


By Greg Wood 


While Johnson and almost 
everyone else cannot wait for 
the drama to begin, it has 
sometimes seemed as if Mary 
Reveley would rather avoid the 
whole business. Though her 
string is one of the biggest in 
the country she never sends 
many to die Festival and has 
never saddled a winner there. 

But if there is still a gap in 
the trophy cabinet in a fort- 
night's time, for once it will not 
be for want of trying. Seven of 
her string could be running 
next week, which by her stan- 
dards is a horde. Peter Niven 
will ride Wynyard Knight 
CAride), Brother Of Iris (Royal 
& SunAliiance Novices' Chase) 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Desert Brave 
(Musselburgh 4.30) 
NB: Rosey Boy 
(Fontwell 4.50) 


and Marello (Stayers' Hurdle), 
while Alan Dempsey, the coun- 
try's leading amateur rider, 
wfD be on Robbo in the Coral 
Cup and, if the ground is suit- 
able, Cab On Target in the Kim 
Muir Once More Fbr Luck and 
Buddy Marvel are possible run- 
ners in the County Hurdle, with 
riding plans yet to be decided. 

“Alan is a very good jockey,” 
Mrs Reveley said yesterday 
“but Peter is ri ding as well as 
ever and is not getting edged 
out as some say; there will al- 
ways be rides for him here." 

Of her festival runners, Rev- 
eley said Brother Of Iris “will 
jump round and is not a no- 
hoper” while Marello “is very 
good when she is right and 
seems in good form.” 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 


NEWBURY 

Gatig: Soft (Good to Soft n places) 
1.45: ( 2 m 4f novice time) 

1 . GRIS D-ESTHUVAL A P McCoy 1-9 to* 

2. Son Of Anshan NWBtemaon 11-3 

3. U— Cr op per -L Harvpy 10-1 

Also ram 16-1 Zambrano, 33-1 Beating 
Wanda® (4th), 50-1 Snouted Harvest 

6 ran. * 3Q 6 [Winner chestnut gelding by 
Misligri out of Balbecfc. teamed by M Pipe 
at WeOngton for D A Jotnson) Tote: £130; 
mo, £250 DP: E 20 a CSF: £253 
2.15: ( 2 m St novice tudtoj 

1 . RASH REMARK AP McCoy 4-6 tav 

2 . Boro Sovereign — M A Fitzgerald 8-1 

3. Ykniwi Salfor, R Dunwoody 3-1 

Also ran: 10-1 Conctabor (4th). 33-1 
WMsong (5th). 50-1 Ask The Doctcx Lug- 


3.10: ( 2 m Jf rOyds novice hsuficap chase) 
1. ORIENTAL BOY-H Johnson Evens fav 
9 Htinwniyea— l nn 

3 Reaganosque R Permit 13-2 

Also ran: 7-2 MacftaAnt (4th). 16-1 Maey. 
5 ran. % «, cfist < Winner bay gelling by 
Borneo out at Aide Sub. trained by R Lee 
at Prestraw for Oriental Boy Partnershipi. 
fete Etfia £U0 £2X1 OF: £360 CSF: £3,17. 


3.45: (3m 5( handcap chase) 

1.ANC EXPRESS JTtzzard5-1 

2- Rectory Garden .R Johnson 6-1 

XFUiOrOats RVWdger 13-8 fav 

Alsomm 52 MysocUe m. 132 Ovoty (4B4. 
5 ran. 3 22. 5. a (Warner grey getting by 
Pragmatic out ot Lost In Silence, traned by 
J fwg at Swindon far H K Porter) Tote: 
£450; £200 £130 OF: £350 CSF: £2800 


gsy. Sunlit Boy. Weibngtcn. 100-1 
Qufctawocd. Smart RemarK 
11 ran. U 4, n 23 (Winner chestnut geW- 
irtg by Raster out oi Grnnig Renty. Varna 
by M Pipe, at Wettngmn tor □ A Johnsonl 
Tote: £170: places £ 12 Q £150. mo DF 
SX20 CSF: £&47 


4.15: (2m 4f TiOyds handcap fudta) 
l-ARKLEY ROYAL _C Maude 11 -10 lev 

2. Sun Staler S Wynne 52 

a Green Crusader., JCufoty5-2 


3 ran. 1 3(J Okt Wrougnton) Tote 
DF: £220 CSF: £346. NFL Dictum 


_J CuBoty 5-2 
in) Tote: £160 
Dictum. 


2.45: (3m handcap chase) 

1 . CAHEYSVILLE AP McCoy 2-1 

2 . Chavai De Guerre Jt WBamaon 7-4 fav 

3. Pa ra handy — RJchard Quest 7-1 

Also iw 3-1 Malwoad Castle (4th). 

4 ran. a 7. 26. (Winner bey getting by 
CarmeBte House out of Km ah. teamed by 
V WOams at Hereford far G Johnson). 
Tote: £2.70 DF: E250. 


4A5: (3m a hunter chas e ] 

1. CASTLE MANE _MrBPoHocfc 4-11 fav 

2 . Desperate — Mr T Lane 25-1 

3 Rusty Bridge Mr R Burton 6-1 

Also ran: M-i Aimak. 16-1 Shalow River. 
25-1 Springfaim Rath. 33-1 Albert Hate. 
J^Hter Moon, 66-1 Judy Lira ( 4 th). 

8 ran. ft ft dtet (Winner chesmur gelling 
by CartingAartf Castle out ot Ma/rtWo Run. 
traned by Mrs Carofirw Bailey at HoWen- 


by for Chaites Dray). Tata: £ 120 ; £110 
£220 £150 DF: £9X1 CSF: £1470 


3.15: (2m TOyds ha n dcap horde) 

1. RICARDO R Dunwoody 9-4 Jttov 

2 Perfect Venue M A Fitzgerald 9-4 /l tav 

3-Kktnucaah N WflHamaon 6-1 

Also ran: 3-1 Forever Noble (4th). 12-1 
Froyrarc h (5th). 

5 ran. 5. 3‘A. 5 2 (Winner bay gelding by 
Songlomcm out ot Nurlcs. traned by Mm 
J Pitman at Upper Lamboumfor BX Whe- 
lan and Mr Edde 9iottan) fete: £270: Cuo. 
£150 OF; £250 CSF: £725. 


5.15: ( 2 m mams nh flat race) 

1. LADYPADtVOR LSutfwm 10-1 

2. Landsbury Laee TSddafl12-1 

3 Eater's GW MAham 1«-1 

Also ram H-5 tav Steel Rose (4th), 4-1 
Mbmteyte Gem (5th). 6-1 Days Destiny; 9-1 
Pertempo CindreBa ( 6 th). 10-1 Mss Mon- 
trose 20-1 Lady Of The lamp. Royal Tina. 
50-1 Katies Twit Jeans 

11 r*n.K 53 ’£ (Mmercheofrutmare 
te Zrtann out of Star Aon. traned by N T 


350 (2m 41 handcap chase) 

1 . ASHWELL BOT J Dunwoody 10-11 tav 

2 . Etouls ... A P McCoy 7-2 

3. Stately Home N WWlewr a on 132 

Also ram 4 -i Too Bush («h>. 

4 ran. 2. U 11 ( Winner bey getting by 
Strong Gale out ot Bfflys Pot, trained by P 
Hobbs at Mnehead far A B S RaceigJ. fete: 
£170 DF: £220 CSF: £4iJ5 


« Cheltenham far TMatftTMefcriBC 
E23Q W3Q DF: £1850 CSF: £12165 


E320 £230 E43Q DF: 0850 CSF: £1 
Pfecepot: £4310 Quadpot £1120 
Place 6 : E8l7a Place 5: £4056. 


420: (3m HOyds nartce handcap tvde) 

1. HEART 13 Batchelor 6-1 

2. Copper Cota — ,M A Fitzgerald 100-30 

3. Pietro Bambo_R Dunwoody Evens tav 
Aieo rare 8 -i Fkah(eth). e-i TMcfei 20-1 
Trahade (5th). 50-1 Kybrrt ( 6 th). 

7 ran. 2 1 /:, nk, 22 . 7. 5 (Wmner chestnut 
mere by Cedeeux Generator our ot Recipe. 
trained by Mss H Knight at Wfantage tor 
Chnsfopher Shirley Brasher). Tofir. £8.70; 
£250 £170 DF: £1290 CSF: £2948 


450: (&n HOyds nh flat race) 

1 . QUEENS HARBOURS Dunwoody 2-1 

2 Gumertre Posh N MufhoOand 16-1 

3 Lightning Strike® -J Osborne 15-8 fav 
Also ran: fri Spanish Main (4th), 8-1 
Shotgisi WBy (5th), XM Rosa Ureter 
( 6 th), i4-i Ftaftm 20-1 Master Rurael. 33-1 
Arctic Earl Altaian Sprit Ohosohoty. 100-1 

Larry- 

12 ran. 27--. sft-hd. 5 7». 27«. ( Winner 
chesfrM mere by Zsfferan out of SA«r Rose, 
trained by Mrs J Pitman at Upper Lantaoum 
tar -feny IMard) Tata: £2.70; £150 £360 
£150 DF: £4190 CSF: £3314 NR; 
Baflnciay Ktag. Kings Grove. Matt Holand. 
Pfacepoc £2360 Quadpot £2120 
Ptoco 6 : £2566 Place 5: £2383 


HUNTINGDON 

Gctog:Satt 

150: 1. HIGH LEAREJM P McAitte) 12-1; 
2. Hag * Way T 1 -4, 3 rare My Side 52 tav. 
6 ran. 14 dst (A Herveyl Tbte: £X)60: £270 
£170 DF: £2040 CSF: £3901 
22 ft 1 .BEBRAVE(G 1 cymey) 4 - 7 l 3 v; 2 .Cap- 
tafeiBlra|es14-i;3.SteRlDrdHBI6-l 10 ran. 
I a (T BtwtagtciTl Tbte: £150; Etn. £280 
£170 DF: £CHl CSF: £942 Trust Georga 

25S: 1 . RAGAMUFF (A Thornton) ti -8 \t tar. 
2 . MoonagMerXM; 3 Saras OeOght it -a 
(I fen 7 ran. 621 (P Hobbs) fese: £ 200 : CUO 
£770 DF: £5430 CSF: £3494, Trtaa 8 t £5814 
Wt Zambezi Spirt! 

326:1. NORTH TYNE (A Thomton) 156 tar; 
2. (kMens Rkia 8 - 1 ; X Xbung Thnoter 7-2 
8 ran 'h. 4 (R Ataeil fete: £250: £140 £150 
ewo. DF: £1050 CSF: £1359 
400:1. OSCMLAN DOR) 
ten 2 . Mdkwr Prince 5-1 




93 5 r» a n (F Mufahy). w* £160; £130 

£iaa OF: Cua CSF: £SS7 r« SoecBtas 
420: 1. SURSUM CORD A (AlTwnfon) 
Ewns tev; 2. Heewra Above XJO30; 3. B 
Tlw One 2-1 4 ran. 3 2 S (H QbM. TWer £17Q 
DF: E20O CSF: S434 NR: Cowl Queen 
5.00: 1. MOLSUM (G TarmeyTta-l ; 2. Seize 
The Day 9-4 tev: 3. WhBeoomef 12-1 10 


ran. Hd. a (Us P SM. Tote: £1260; £270 
£180 £26Q DF: £24.70 CSF: E3227. Tricast: 


£100 £260 DF: £24.70 CSF: £322 
£26390 Kft AmNomramoriea 
Pte ce po h £2580 Quadpot: £580 
Places: £2U3 Pteoe 5: £473 


WARWICK 

Gong: Soft 


MSipm ca dio Ml iBctea ha daBhiiite 
1 . CHARLIE CHANG —.OMePtaB 7-4 fav 
Z-Ttmeaeg C McCormack 6-1 

3 Hydomna LSuthern 7-1 

Also ran: 92 Lucy Ttefty (sth). n-2 Coble 
( 6 th). 12-1 Chef Cameden (4th). 14-1 
Braotete. 25-1 Kafato. Tie Break. 

9 ran. 7. 5L ft 2ft 9 (Wmner bey getting by 
Don't Forget Me out ot East fVner. trained 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
Going: Standard 

7-DQr1.APPRGACHABLE(ltertn Dwyer) 8 - 1 ; 
2. Noble Patetot 20-1; X SdnOWIna Sound 
T&-1 12 ibl XXKJOtw Legend FaSa 17-, IVv 
(R PhfflfMl -fete: EBD; E2& £380 £450 OF: 
£6530 CSF: £14517 Tricsst £228262 
790 1, ULTRA CALM (P Goode) 6-1 ;2. Mtea 
Take 0-4 tev; 3 The Last Word 6-1 9 ran. 


I ’A. Vj. (P HastamlfetK £780: £2 20. £120 
£110 DF: £680 CSF: £1497; 

8.00: 1. SAGUARO (P Ftaamona) 13-3 2. 
The VflM Whtaw 16-1 ; a. Areteh 8-1 2-1 tav 


by B Llewellyn at Bargoed tar Ms S Gent). 
Tote: £280: £150 £170 £220 DF; £360 
CSF: £1245. 

2 JS: ( 2 m 4f IDyds novice hndto) 

1. SAINT JOE J McCarthy 4-1 

2. Mora Daiey J R Koranagh 3-1 

3 Burnt Honey J Cuitoty 20-7 

Also ram 9-4 tav Artaquki De Sou (5th). 
7-2 Doc Ryanh. 25-1 KJgaL -40-1 Moun- 
taineer. 50-1 State On (4th). ttO -1 Bit Of 
Kuwait. 

9 ran. 1 ta 25. 27 (Wmner brown gelding 
by Rosier out ot Ouakys Lett/, trained by 
0 Sherwood at Upper Lambourr tor St 
Joseph Partnership). Tote: £460: £200 
£200 £190 DF: £740 CSF: £1399: 


Powder River. 13 ran. 1 7,. 1 7>. (K Morgan! 
fete: £300; £310 £440 £19Q OR £97/40 CSF: 
£0704 Tricast: £90383 
330: 1. LOST SPIRIT (L ChamocW 7-2; 2 . 
RaywveBoy4-l;3 Daunted T1-4S ran. 6 - 
4 fav Lora Bkjes (4th). 2 i’A (P HlatO "fete: 
£390: £19Q £tSQ DF: £730 CSF: Efi85 
900: 1 . CAIRO (PteJ Cleary) 0 - 1 ; 2. Ctafeiz 
7-2 tav: 3. DandeTimea 9-2 11 ran. 2 V-. (M 
Chamn). fete: £3200; £330 £200 £190 . 
DF: £12220 CSF: £4736 ML- TtM» 

9-30 1. SOLMDS LUCKY (J Tats) 4-1; 2. 
Avondale Girl 5-1; 3. Done And Dusted 
e-i 13 ran. 2-1 tevSavenSprtara I'/O'A. 
(MJttrradwi) feta: ES40: £220 060 £280 
DF: £6530 CSF: £2663 TMcast E22905 
Ptonpob £95090 Quadpot S5a» 


I There n a Tote Jackpot canyow of 
£201385.72 to Southed today after Don- 


VTHE INDEPENDENT 


RAQNG SERVICES 

91 261 + 




fontwell 


MUSSELBURGH 972 982 


SOUTHWELL 973 983 




C*o4 Sfase reMbULuLtoiBisa K»«| 


FIRST SHOW 


FONTWELL 3.50 


3-1 W P-4 34 52 


A| 4-1 72 W 4-1 


112 W 61 51 H2 


TteareQIUre 51 51 71 51 M 


Kkflfan Q -1 151 2-1 2-1 2-1 


On in IT* «■! 251 251 351 251 


Eaftreji a «i teertta pbxs t. Z 3 
C Deal K Wtom « L lataintei S StetajTlfc 




The field for the Gold Cup on 
Thursday week was reduced by 
one yesterday when Earth- 
mover was re-routed to the 
National Hunt Handicap 
Chase, on the opening day; by 
Paul Nicholls, his trainee Ruby 
Walsh will be Nicholls' pre- 


the suspended Timmy Mur* 
pby. Escartefigue, though, re- 
mains on course for the Gold 
Cup, after David Nicholson, 
his trainer; dismissed sugges- 
tions over the weekend that he 
had suffered a setback. 

Looking beyond Chel- 


lene, the 1997 Grand National 
winner; is stru ggling to recov- 
er from a pulled muscle in time 
to attempt a repeat successs. 
“He is still very sore and he is 
not coming along as well as we 
would like," Steve Brooksbaw, 
his trainer, said yesterday. “We 


ferred rider in the absence of tenham to Ain tree. Lord Gyl- are doing some more tests so 


Fontwell 


FONTWELL PARK SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
G} £2,500 added 2m 6f TTOyds Penalty Value £2,198 


2.20 Decent Dividend 
2.50 Amillionmemories 
3^0 Well Timed 


HYPERION 

3.50 Tissue Of Lies 
4.20 Kingsfold Pet 

4.50 Rosey Boy 


=? 2 » WEATHS 1 WSE (13J (q date Chcafl W G U Tuner 7 C 0 . . MlMfenaon 

OTE55 CUURE5WAN (61 (C) (Mrt 5artS3 C Dtrytr 7 tl <L A P McCoy 

Z» A»mLiraaiEMOreS(16).?Jar«;MLa«»iAGbWM^a»teing9ii5 EByrra 

«P'- O4CH0 (Bt) (373) OF SasserS 3 h 4 Mr P CreaOo (7) 

C3U2 MCUNATKWda^aUTtirlWsLJimMStat! Mr R Fontatte (5) 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft m places/. 

■ Left-hand tvde course: figure-of-eight chase course Tight drcul rat sutabie lot 
tong-5tridng hones. 

■ Couse e S of vtege a Miction of A29 and A27 Bamham station (Bngfaon - ftjrBrrauJi 
toe) 2m ADMISSION: Chta £t3; TarwrsaAs £S (accompaned under- 16s heel: Sdver 
Rng £5 (OAPS half -price) CAR PARK: ftenc area £4 pfas £5 far each occupant: rarrao- 
der free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 28-110 (255"-.). P NlcftaBi 26-59 (4*1%). J Gifford 
21-137 (153%). R Buckler 1683 <2l7%l R Rom 15-135 (111%) P Hobbs 13-56 (232%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 39- 156 (25%) P Hide 23-131 (176%). R Dunwoody 
58-84 (214%). N WUHanuan 17-71 (239%). J Osborne 15-56 1258%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 237-545 (435%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: The Swan (250) Bozo (4 50) 


6 2S3G45 THE USHER fFH) f13) (3 ? Eteaxbi G £C*K3 CHS .. -MARnoUB 

7 22543 DMNE CHANCE (33) (D) AIR QuswIMOsichesR 05 . . . MrJVbung(7) 

8 633C TreSRANflfli'iFY Sanders RFmeS 02 - T OTumor (7) 0 

9 * 3Kb ADU3V(1Z)(C);TMCxt&M*rilferf J5ndgv7iOD . . . Jl BakMtar (5) 

T. 314=- CHINA ILUL pH) .ThjUetr S^=dcrtl U Omn7 OO . . . .Lttansy 

11 5i?J> WEAPONS FREE (28) |!*5 Ljrta Schrdsi Ms L Rcfatts S O 0 CUpvteyn 

3 OOBEHOWE (1281 AhJAE-eilfrsJ E»w 9 00 ... IteCDim 

3 L-eP-PC ait2Ep)'?ai'=wi*y: , »sP «enSey9O0 .... ^ X Ahpuni (3) B 

-TSdMtmd- 

Kmxn etg K: rce Trx tanisas oe ya . Actio. 9S TXb. Chta Mod 9a Bb. Weapons Free 9$f 
O. Do £e use SSt El Gee fir rjt 

BETTING: 10530 Ctatemwn. 7-2 ( M a wta i. 4-1 tedtastinB, 51 Tha Sraw.7-1 Wui her 
Wise, 10-1 Brine Chance. 14-1 Arffluv, 1M Dacelo. 20-1 others 


KYBO MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
2m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £2,600 


1 2234 EDANHHGHIS (19) (BnnteCcrttorerPartwstfoJT Casey 7113-.- .WMwtisn 

2 R HENRY ISLAND (11) (JI-ficMsdS MrM Hbitard) U ns7on6l1 3 LCorcona(7) 

3 ' POPO OLAflUO (53) (BA Naj43j J Glfcrt 7 fl 3 L Aspefl 

4 OUR HXa£Y (NZ) (F281) (P 'tFricrnTti) P Wrtwnti 5 11 3 JCdfety 

5 05* 96NT (17) (Fooc Bitera UO) J CStiafo 5 11 3 . — PHkte 

6 PP TIC BOftEEN STALKB1 (7) (UJe DacEj L A DSC8 8 T1 3 0Bumna(5) 

7 OOU BNTSWBJKOON (11){AKhafeqj TMcGovefflS O 0 — C Murray (7) 

6 1- DECSfrOMDEND (30^ ( J Boode i AWteS «3S V WSams 8 0 C _ -N WHtereor 

9 PO PnNCESSR0SHSI(l1)(HasheQiAnuta)MsLJeMl7f>E N Morris (7) 

« 050 SUfBWp1)(nwKakrarifermrite)SWxdmto5DC Rlhomtoii 

11 SOVCTLADY (F11) (Gerry Bcyei) RiiganSOV 0Gsbgher 

C F TU DEAR (21) (Dr Lucy Free) M Madgeck B V t? — JTnliMnffl 

t) 32 BAUADA9E pi) (Mss iie Heere^ B Jdiscn 4 « 9 GSuppto(3) 

M 60 WiefSAI£Bir{7)gDanra4JHPouton4«ia :bpoms 

6 MGOOOORDSI (F3^(VtartBarTeti)GLMoom* 03 JRKraragh 

-ISdsdmd- 

aETTINQ: 54 Decent DMdtod, M SnM. 4-1 BMe DTAbe, 7-1 Edan HtagHa, 12-1 Hcmy tstand, 
20-1 Soviet Lady, 33-1 others 
R98. No cunsspandng meetrg 


FORM GUIDE 

Eden Heights: Rafcig short of ogiectafons fotowkig far 2nd to Famte Governor at 
Luc9ow In Dec Dfiappotating 40 tongths 4th of 7 to Hat te Saucy at Fdtesetora ( 2 mlf 
heap, heavy) taagf and wi need g omathng more here 

Henry tatandiUsefU Flat staytig randcapper lor Geoff Wtagg. Easy h marhel re- 
fused to start n Estate Agents race at Wncanton on first outtog for new yard 
Otafaud: Rrst form when string on 44 lengths 7m of S3 to Hanfy fa Wncarfen 0m 
non soft) a Wincanton to Jan Uoty to need mote time. 

Our Fkigfey: Mter on the Hat n New Zeatexl F&a oufaq tor new yaid 
Smirfc Ccmtog atong tte ric^ Ires vrtien isndaty-tandted El lengtas 4 th ot 13 to Bac- 
chanal to usoM norice contest at Sandora 0 m good to aoft) LMy to progress agate 
and shouto play a toadng rale 
The Boreen Statean yet to risnv any 091 ot ottaty 

Btet Steuhoon: Ftot of abity to bunpers, but unseated rider at the 2 nd in race won 

py Nouveau Chevai at Himtingdon (2m mem, goad) on hunjfes debut 

Decent Dividend: Wnrtag poinwo-pointBr maHng tunes dabut One to check in the 

martet in maw of traswS remarkable su*enatB hare 

Prteceae Roshoon: Has shown nomtag n two hurdfas starts 

savory: Vagra s*^s at abbty when 28 lengths 6 th to Copper Cota at Wndeoc but 

ta*ed off 7th of 12 to Deep C Diva at ftsnpton (&ni f non soft) latest 

Soviet Lady: Moderate mie handfcapper on FtaL Hudtee debut 

Tu Dean 50-1 chance and wal behind whan tel 3 out to race won by Deep C Diva 01 

tiunSa3 tfctous at Ptompton (2m1f no* soft) iaoi north 

Bafia D'Atre: bnpitwed cm promising debut when tad aftBr 3 out. headed fla beaten 
SV: lengths by Fteyez at Ptenptan (2m1l mi claim, seft) Needs to txuahita her lumping 
but uAaly to be tar away 
Where's Afeort No sign of abity so far 

tn Good Order: Wal beaten n ntodtedbtance maidens on me al-weathec MarM the 
best giide oi hurefee debut 

VERDICT: Vsnetia Wfcms has trade ter matates in nowca tsrdtes this reaso n, 
end she seems to haw found the perfect debut opperlirtty tar the polnt-to-potnt win- 
ner DECBfT DIVIDEND, who appears to have arty me atow-mMutig Stntnt and er- 
ratic Bade D'Atre to beat. 


FORM GUIDE 

WSettiai Wiser Tf j— -era wrar fis term and chance an 'k length Bvl to Smpfy at 
Towcbsw (2m5J sel hap heavy) in Jan fton2b N0W but has out of sorts fas two sals 
CWnans Dual cause saner and successU Iran -Bb hgnor ot Catteock m months 
ago Best race tos tem when sfoysig on 11 lengths 5th of 17 to Ttasl s CanantJc ( 2 nOf 
3rf heap, scfl) feCasi Ltely D be tsg factor wdh McCoy arid area 3f hsm 
AoUBorenemories: Towcester w nret from 4ti tower *1 Dec and good Bid over same 
ccuree ( 2 m£i has rf, sues Crato consider despite tteappon t rifl ®83t 
Dacelo: Fss outrg srce tarxfng a pore at Marts ley 13 months ago Had £xmi some 
afcfty « nonce hurdfas ter Givw Sherwood, but probably best watched here 
Inctiratfan: Narrow FcAesane wmner from 6 to kwrer In Jan and good 10 lengths dta 
o Charts Chang (vrroer agair. from 13b ts^ier smee) a Fdfcastone Cmll seB heap, 
soft) last week Reascraay weghted. but ootid find extra 5f here a problem 
The Minder Best race to a whie when 26 lengths Sth to Suprae Gtrser m Fotaestora 
rathsteer @mcl heap, soft) latest Has wen from 21b Nghtt. but appears to be teeing 
his age and yet to wm aw^ from Taunton 

DMne Ctance: ftonrwig pcorty over fences lately but tann pick a wsglits on 7 lengths 
2nd » Spteit Lewi at Exete (2m7T sal heap: stdt) »i Dec Go dose on that but unetobte 
The Bwenr Pnsressig steyer in Wand two season ago. Gea toe longer teyi aw needs 
here and b&nkered first time after two tfsapportug ettarts orer nsranum (wel bached 
on reappearance) and cannot be niaC cut 

Arflfev: Dud couse wtewrec Poor completion record lately and h9d to fancy aWtou^i 
wBigrtad to be m the shateita on best eartyeeason form 
Chine Usfi: Has changed harxta has ance soorag from 2Bta Isghsr two seasons No 
stow on aC-wreataer comeback from lay-off last month and prababfy beta wstahed 
Weapons fte« K» shewn nothog since foining raw yard si August 
Do Be Ware: No form tor some fane now and was taied off on latest scan 
Bl Gee: Utfe d recommend ten and piled up both starts this tann 
VERDICT THE SWAN, who showed far form at the Galway Festival two saascros 
aga presents a problem here, wearrg bHm tar tha first time She tooted an iriuefcy 
loser at Tarton last farm and is now returned to a moe steafale tip atw two sharp- 
eners at the nwsiesn tWance If she fals to fire, the firrfi may concern Ctiteussn. 
who is retijrsng to form, and AmBtiotmamories, beck In lis n^n Ctxss 


IO oni BRITISH EQUESTRIAN INSURANCE BROKERS H'CAP 
CHASE (D) £5,250 3m 2f 110yds Penalty value £3,558 

1 1-64LF WH1 160(23) (MS G A Roberta RFiox 911 0 ....JFltM 

2 MB23 NAZZAR0(14) (CT) (Go^cBn) WGMTiTTWOT? 6 A P McCoy B 

3 -P52FP JUHASSK CLASSIC D<) (03) (B Sed 8 R Rees) Ms L Hcharda B H 5 — C Uewteyn 

4 3P3540 SOME MAY (19) (C) (BF) U tensb) Denidi Mure 0 T 1 4 BFoweOB 

5 2 ftW GROSVBran (BR (CtoMBF) (Robert Ogden) PNdBls etl 2 RDureroody 

"■5 ri*fa~lf i fffj — 

BETTING: 74 Gresrane* 114 team, 3-1 WSB Tfened, 6-1 Jutanta Classic, SopMe May 

FORM GUIDE 

Wall Timed: Owpetowwmer from 4b tvgher fast term Running wtet when lal at Wkv- 
cantan n Jen and agata when coming down 3 out behnd Step On Eyre at Haytfock 
toast ((3m heap, soft) Acts cn soft and could go dose with a deer rareid 
Nazarre: C4D winner ft u rn Eta h&w to < S9& Has drawn a blank since and bofead 
uranthuaiastta when 21 lengths 3 kj to Seteian over C&D latest 
Jurassic Ctesslc: Former cause 9pebteta. but 2 years without a wta and dfa rrt show 
mxh gusto when puled ip « rare won by Sehtarn wer C&D taes month 
SopWe May: Waroesfar winner from 4b lower last term but dri not show much en- 
thusiasm tor fencing in two eartyeasson starts and has been nrraig foconsiBtentfy 
owr hunles snee. Goes wel si mud and capable of akhg a hand H si the mood 
CW—b t Beet Nazzaro (rewr 13b bettor) an easy 3 lengths ewer C&D In Nov and 
possUy a shade untocky when 2nd to HoodwirAar at Worcester same month from 2 b 
higher: Fresh from a rest and tool® the ora to bes wrth going to sut 
VER DICT: GROSVENOR has shown hmsdf capfaAe of winning off the mart* and 
probably has more scape tor tmprowmsnt than most of his rivals. He Junps wel for a 
vfrltfll novice and cartatetey bolts a more ratable proposition than his main rival Wed 
Timed, who tuned to a very respectable dtaplay wits ta 8 ng at Haydock last time and 
cotAd benstt bom the drop n rtass. 


THE INDlTrNDFNT 

\LmJ.iv y M-iah l*WR 


Y 




for the notebook 


horses to go on TO better things 


Gris ITEstroval (Tony McCoy) leads on his way to victory at Newbury on Saturday Julian Herbert/Allsport 


we should know more this 
week." 

■ Jamie Osborne will partner 
Ask Tom in the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase. 

■ Tomorrow’s hunter chase 
meeting at Leicester has been 
abandoned because of water- 
logging. 


POINTTO POINT racing has 
never been more competitive 
and. on Saturday at Warwick 
CASTLE MANE reiterated 
the point in style vrith a fluent 
victory on his debut under 
National Hunt rales in dw 
Tbwn Of Warwick Ftoshunturs 
■frophy Hunter Chase. 

The easy winner of all four 
of his point-to-points last year. 
Castle Mane has retained his 
unbeaten record between the 
flags and left clock watchers 
double checking their time 
pieces after impressive vic- 
tories at TWeseldown and 
Broddesby Park this war. 

Dominating both races, 
the seven-year-old coasted 

home in times much faster 

than any other winner could 
manage on either card and 
Castle Mane's reputation is 
such that he was the 4-1 
favourite with some book- 
makers for the Foxhunters' 
Chase, the hunter chasers* 
Gold Cup. at the Cheltenham 
Festival a week on Thursday, 
before he had even run on a 
racecourse •■proper". 

Indeed the only question 
marie against Castle Mane 
prior to Saturday's contest 
was how he would handle 
regulation fences which, at a 
minim um of 4ft 6in. arc gen- 
erally a good six inches big- 
ger - and considerably staffer 
- than most obstacles on the 
point-to-point circuit. 

Castle Mane pecked on 
landing at the seventh-last 
fence and gave the third-last 
a bit of a clout but had no 
problems with any of the 
other 18 fences in the 3‘ •-mile 
contest - around a course 
which poses a relatively de- 
mandingjumping test - as he 
cantered to a bloodless nine- 
length victory. 




r;irdine Bailey, his train- 
er, who handled Teeton Mffl 
with distinction before the 
grey went into the rare of 
Venetin Williams towards the 
end of last season, said af- 
terwards: "Well bt very 
tempted to go to Cheltenham 
as he hasn't had a hard race, 
but I just wanted to gel one 
into him to see if eveiything 
was okay " 

Dick Saunders. Hailey's 
father, who did punters such 
a favour when, as an amateur 
rider, he famously took the 
hazardous but ground -sav- 
ing Fred Winter John frail- 
cuuie route down the inner to 
guide t Irittar. the favourite, to 
victory in the 19&! liraml Na- 
tional, is confident Castle 
Mane will acquit himself well 
at Cheltenham. 

Saunders s;iid yesterday 
“Castle Mane Is u very 
straightforward horse and 
he did everything that was re- 
quired of him at Warwick. He 
will haw no trouble in stay 
mglhcLsbyCariingfordCas- , 
Ue, second to Ttenoso in the , 
1983 Dcrb>’ and third to Sun 
Princess in the 1983 St Legeri 
up the hilt at Cheltenham. I 
The only problem is that they i 
utU go a much stronger pace j 
in the Fbxhuntrrs’. Huwrver. . 
he jumps well and the Fox- 
hunters' looks a fairly open 
ract* this war" 

Castle Mane can win the 
FOxhunters' and could be 
back for the (fold Cup in 2000. 

Inn Davies 


g ot CORAL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £7.500 added 
2m 2f 110yds Penalty Value £&251 

t 3X33 AMAZE (IW 'LJJfKarawF-ir*-) LjA Hcmfs y « o WGre«ret(7) 

2 JC-50 UACHIAVELli(90)|C0)iSVSC.-rr»ioijiCLUaeS tie M BatriHbi p) 

a ^6534 DANCING FW007 (29) (CO) i3icMw K C-B*r?«rn n n 4 NYMfanreon 

4 <F« TISSUE Of UtS (USA) (25) ,>f to Ke/i) J iK-tt.-.t 6 1' G BifalMtey 

5 1*342 RAJAH (USA) (9) ,-ejSfly Raa»)l ASivefiv J V -J TEfa» 

6 FOUNTAINBW lt9(C0),Bc»Kf £Vao*H DKin 7 OS . MiNF#M|f{7) 

7 31 ?- K96BERS (MB) iG Aorer-.r^i G ttarhan- - iC ? LAtigM 

6 256- 0NEINTHEEYE(M87) r rtt£MnjSc a *?6 Ui? . . JMagw 

-Idcdmd-* 

Mrunutn no -grt lie f.-jv .“jnsjB eogfl Ocr hi ’> 3j 

BETTING: 11-4 ffafatl 7-2 FounMn Bid. 4-1 Ainaa.5-1 Dsncfog Faddy. 6-1 Moctiimem. 8-1 Tla 

SM0fUM.12-1KHntm.2S-1 On* tilths Et« 

FORM GUIDE 

Aomso: Never for a»*3y from around ths marh and qsod 7 lengths Jid to F^s=n x 
Konpton i2m5f neap, grad) fotast but (yocatxy flood’s to find snrnotftaig t^li.r 
MacfttavefO: Dual couso vrmner (aa season tuf Ude spartiis fte farm and it-stod sra« 
fast to K»ig 01 Thwres here m Doc Sfepng « wsgrts and nurket beta quJe 
Oandng Roddy: Son* of ho ofo gusto rat> starts BngM cfonco on 7 k-vjih;. 2nd 
to Nontansk over C&D m J3fi from 5& higher and shenger lund&ng now 
Tissue Of Liar Loohs a posstafay on 3/id to Wtesfayh Lad at fftarpton Us Marsh and 
regns of rcun to form when 15 lengths 6!h oMO to Shram over C&D Utoit 
R^att Careoftaesf strongJiresfing C lengths 2nd to Smpiy Gtaod aJ Havxlcck (2m now 
hcapi soft) fafast Reasonabfy renghtea and extra 2f on 3trf ter track shoud M 
Fountain Bid: Up to ttOSt when aayng-cn 2 lengths 2nd of 7 to Ecpjty ’ D.irtng -jl 
FdDtostone (2m6/ heap soft) c<» tha mark atest and probaOhr neecfc tK« sort ol top 
Kirnbort: Useful an rare appearances and wen in on V • lengths 2cxl to Y« Agon a 
Kempton (2m hep. good) n Nov W foMawig 2-yoar bv-Oft tout fitncM doutt 
One in The Eye: Looking lor first tvdles vwi 3nd wea poaten behnd Andsueph at 
Stratford when last seen m Oct 1997 Diffrodl id fancy 

VERDICT: A fast pace from Dancing Paddy could senhrs up for RAJAH, wno is 
one of the few to the field stfl on the upgrade and fookoig enpobte ot improv^meni 


A on I KING AND BARNES ‘BEST BITTER - NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 3f Penalty Value £2,738 

t <E32i WNGSFOLD PET (21) (Q (Gecrge Nye Pacnea^) U K^nct SlU) CLfinwOyn 

2 ^3GF6 CAUfARO (12) (H Maxtor) J GJtard 3 n 3 . LAopsB 

3 DQ0P5 OAS9CMAGE (9) (H Jterwsl H fifonnBs9 11 3 5 Curran 

4 03-432 HEADRW HEAVBf (12) (C) (Fcriy Raong And R Head 9 1* 3 . JCllBoty 

5 03U6UQ 9IART GUY (U) (Vfrs P s Dofrnl Us L JWEl 7 ft 3 . . . .TPttopks(7) 

-Bdoetarad- 

BETTWG: 4-7 Ktagriotif Ptit M Haod For Haeren, 12-1 Cfataro. 20- 1 anon Guy. 33- 1 Classic bmp 

FORM GUIDE 

Kingsfold Pac ftovng Kite more than average over fences but plenty « hand often 
beabng IGssef 4 lengths a Pfisnptnn (an2f non soft) and lass to do here 
Cehwo: UsuaSy gets round ft tisown pma txa plerty to find and wol beta* Pool 
when 37 lengths 6th of 9 to Super Mac a Foftestone (2m heap good to soft) West 


Clastic Image: Wrv*^ seBng twdfar. No sign of atdfy over fences 

Heed For Heaven: Finely confirmed last seasons ptonese when baati 


Hoad For Heaven: Fnely confinned last seasons ptonrvse when baaten 9 lengths by 
Siper Mac a Fohestone (2m heap good to soft) but plenty to find agan 
Smart Guy: Sketchy jurorer who taoks weJheld by Head For Heaven on 41 lengths 
71h of 9 to Sifaer Mac at FoBcostore ( 2 m heap good to soft) 


VERDICT KINGSFOLD PET was a cut abme these over hudfas. Head For Heav- 
en is the obvious forecast canddaia si a race ol lew rsalstic options. 


SOVEREIGN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 
3m 3f Penalty Value £2,268 


1 -S® -WJAM JO0f (40) (O (BF) (The Hon Mra C ’featesl D &o»el 6 n 8 . J Gotetsarin (8) 

2 P-33PP BOZO p3)(BJMRya^8Ryal8tl3 JTbaKIB 

3 P WMGHT HAETHt (14) (The ftjps Partoerel R Ctrln S 11 3 JLascft 

4 434A42 RO^Y BOY (14) (Mss Panda S Mr M S VVisonl M Ftonai 6 n 3 NWBfamsen 

5 5 BWU YAK ALFARAJ (117) (Mes J CoQaon) P lAfphyS 11 3 . LAspal 

B Q6tHJ mDRAN BAY (B3) (N aek) R fkwe B t> e - ..PHda 

-Bdecfared- 

BEITING: 5-4 Jbn Jam Josk 04 Rosqr Bay, 5-1 Baza. 16-1 Ytifc Alfimi. 33-1 Uldnlght IMfac mo- 

ran Bay 


FORM GUIDE 

Jhn Jam Joey: Winner owr 2 m 6 f here »i Dec Looting one-paced n ordinary 
conpany rence but idealy sued by trts trip and could taka some pegging bat* 
Bozo: Not out ol A on ctose 2nd to Royal Arotic at Kempfon (2m5f nov heap soft) fast 
farm tut below form atervwds and cisappointing cw fences recently 

MMnlgM Bfiaeaer Showed tfo eaity but eventuaiy taied off when pdted is 4 out n 
race won by Arote Camper ooar anfiMiere (good to soft) on debut Up agraist it 
Roaay Bvtotfad on we« whra ® ler^ 2ra ol G » Arctic Cfamper here Cmer nw. 
good to seta) Pro^Basive son who stvxfid be taealy sued by thta tnp 
l«c Altre^ Career-best * tenglhs 4lh to The aargaman » Enafisr pm 6 f nov heap good 

tosrff) «i October teareshm way artift oMhe pibt here 

Kiora n Bay: Bred lor marathon tnpt; bu yet to shav a gfimrar of abety ai ftxte Starts 
VERDICT THeehoufa baamateft between ROSEY BOY vidJtinJmJoaK. Garde 
Gnssafe Stayer has had some hard races and tas Sb wvmer '5 penalty cotdd to prove 
too much of a burden owr tha mar a thon trip against a steatdy J nypvtag nvai 


MUSSELBURGH 


HYPERION 

ZOO Iron Mountain Z30 Ruber 3.00 Rossel 3 JO 
WELSH MOUNTAIN (nap) 4.00 Tflasl 4.30 
Desert Brave 5.00 Enbome 


FORM VERDICT 

POLO VENTURE may not hove been quttertgM whan amod- 
arate thad here n Oecentw and is probably better judged 
on Na second to Dangerus Precedent at Huntingdon to No- 
ventaec Newcomer Iron Morabtai could poae the man ttveac 


FORTH FM CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
SELLING H'CAP HURDLE (G) £34»0 3m 


GOING: Good. 

■ FVght-hand oval cowse with ttgw turns. 

■ Courea Is 5m E at Btarbugh on At Bus fink from Bdktaurgft 
station 5m. ADMISSION: Club £12; Grandstand & Packtod. £7 
(OAPs and raempioyed £4). Accorraanted under- 16s tree. CAR 
PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Hammond 22-127 (173%). J H John* 
aon 30-16 068%) PMonMh 1596 (B7%& FNhaphyKKS (313%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 20-112 (179%). P Carberry 
15-83 (283%) B Storey U-144 (87%) P Niven 13-75 (T73%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 122-298 (*08%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Charming G M (300) Ctoon 
Kane (400) and Iterfinc Dream (430) have been sent 370 mies. 
BUNKERED FIRST TWIE: Nona 


1 in nnl mcewans 70/- maiden hurdle 

"Y ) {CLASS E) £3,000 added 4Y0 2m 

1 CP ALWAYS THVMG (94) M Hanvnond 11 9 0 Bartley 

2 S>ZS CtffiBCUUIS (9) M tadirtsr tl 5 C KcOornac* (3) 

3 PO DMT (USA) (19) u aemea ft 5 Sttytcr 

a BtQNHOUNTAM (Fi 23) N Catalan It S JPSpanctar 

5 LESAUV«¥ (RTJDaartorllS ^JCdfagbaa 

6 6323 POUD VBfTUfE(flB) MHonrordll 5 BHanfaig 

7 0P3 SatfT(19)EWTiwil5 KJntinen 

8 00 WWTKIATES PRINCE ( 20 ) B Ban n 5 AOebMn 

9 BnDESAffiWER(F146) C Gait 11 0 A Supple 

o OCAimn (19 MsANaughtoi 11 0 Supple 

ft 036 GOLDENS RIAUCHELLE (14) F Tl 0 AMa^fte 

XL 0 PMtLEZ M0U7 AMOUR (19)0Slth110 LWyp 

□ 235 TENDER TOUCH pi) fibs K Mgan 11 D RJohaon 

14 4OU540 TOTAL TR0PKD4 fadunMlOllr II Bntaume(3) 

B OTCASUBEBWfflflflFMuitiyllo IJmfa«(7) 

-15dadjrad- 

BETTWG 52 Iron MourCBtiT, 7-2 Polo Ifantim, M SMat, 6 -t Cunkofaa. 
9-1 G o tefa n gfi tn le fa aOa.'andBr'feuch. 26-1 Ihaaure Band. 25-1 otim 


1 3B5443 BALLBBfO (23) P Uontsth PCD J.CQaper(5) 

2 -4PB50 BRUME FATW 04 CT T Eastirty 3 ft 11 AMcGratfa 

3 00032 RUBBt (3*j (D) fl Thomson Q ft 2 G Lea 

4 -FPF4D DOCXM^STBt(lQ(D9ttsKMgan6i:i._JIHOrroeksV 

5 PU00aQmCM6SnE{t9)<CD)NfasL9ddfa7aQ TSUdaS 

6 45G» ASTMIEON (32) N P tfccomw* 11 D 5 L-GFRyai 

7 000606 SWS AU. HEART (tt)L LutpE «0 WDcwSns 

B UWFO PLEASaMSKNCH Q2) J Savey 7 1) Q SDtndk 

S 00004 INDIAN VJCSIOY (104) J'fenarB DO BGrfafan 

V PPPB RARE JADE (3R IA» S ftattunw 5 « 0 CHcCanfadi 

-Wdadarad- 

WHiwnyc Ida. True hamteap weigho: We maOkym en 9& 12&. in- 
An Vtearoy M 3h Rare Jfafe 6 S 1 1 fa 
BETTING: 3-1 htaac 4-1 RaBagta, 6-1 SWl Al Ke«L Bride rap, 

6-1 Ooctanafaet, Mr CbrtaBe, 16-1 Afaiaiaan, indfan Vkaroy, 12-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

RUBER e hokfing hfs form and can notch hffl thad trin at the 
season. He had Bridle Path n rear when second here last 
mortal, and reproduction of that team tfxjJd be gooOenough 


3 3f)| MILLER PILSNER HANDICAP HURDLE 
*'— I (CLASS D) £4.000 added 2m 

1 2230 7EW>0 (33) <D)M PM 7120. FLeaby 

2 -1C1I DORANS WAT (S) (CD) GM Modes n 6 NHarv*y(5) 

3 nPPO W LBUEKW G (20) (0) P fitaratti 7 11 5 LCoopw(7) 

* 6f5RP SUPanOPW(C)([l)LLurgBt1 013 -WDcmUngP) 

5 232G3 EASTBOI PROJECT (23)(D) M Ksrmcnd 5 XI3..0 Kartfing 

6 61M0 »aLAPPC9n®(I4)P)8lte^gsrt002JlrB(3tason(7) 

7 « 2 B 1 WELSH MOUNTAIN ( 20 ) (D)K MogoiS D 2 ASSmBl 

-7deetowl- 

BET11NG: 54 Dorans way. 3-1 YWahMaarasin. 7-2 Eastern Prefect 5-1 
KBne Ktoa 6-1 Well Appotntod, 14-1 Stipariop, 33-1 Ttitnpa 

FORM VERDICT 

EASTERN PROJECT is pofarnaly ml treated and warii mnd 

If it ama a M softer, his trailer ta emerging from a lean speS 
and recent rasitas suggest this horse hss a bigger future than 
any of mesa Dorans Way and WSB Appointed should pose 
the biggest threats. 


4 30 KHONENBOURG 1564 HANDICAP 
LJ. CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 

1 5IP4P MBtUNS DREAM (46) (0)0 Sneraood r ii B. .JOeboroa 

2 5U4R3 DAIBVS GOREE (19) (C) J Jeftenon 7 r 3 _.T8ti9fal(S)B 

3 335C2 SALai B EACH (19) (CD) M fating ?CBC MeCgnnntfc (3) 

4 tjPBU DESSIT BRAVE (12) l*s S SrrHi B «l t _ . 5 Dura* 

5 55140 COMMANDEH.O» (83) (C) UHanmata 7 DUIMni 

6 4JP54F UXTBE C7GRADY (13) (D) W Ontogham O 00 _. N Smfih 

7 -F060 BfT OF A DREAM (110) lire S Smih 9 GO DElamrlhffl; 

-7dactarad- 

Unman afagW: lOsL (rue tandfeap wsterec Uayba O'ara* 8 sf 3J 
OfAOra renSatBti 

BETTING: 5-2 Sttam Beaeft, in Denbya Gone, 5-t CananandCT Ban, 
11-2 Devon Brave. Majtre tyGrady. 10-J Metfrn Dream. 2$-1 Bt Of A 
Dream 


MCEWANS LAGER NOVICE H'CAP 
HURDLE (F) £3,500 added 2m 4f 


In nrj] MCEWANS 80/- NOVICE CHASE 
1° — YJ (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

1 33G34 ROSSEL (19) (CO) (BF) P Monfafh 6 11 7 — C UeCHfadl (3) 

2 343-IP STASH 7WECASH p2)(CU) HKamimdSR 7. JhartSng 

3 WTO- CKS!ONE{999)UssLFkssel9T10 — _ RJoftnsm 

4 -545QP MOUNTAIN DREAM (7) R Alan 6 110 BStaray 

5 2231PD KOBAII (POU (2d A VAHtaos 5 ® O JJretane(7) 

3 4P22S2 CHAaaNGfflFa.(l 3)TO0S hBraoodaCft. ..-jOtaiome 

BETTINtt 54 Ofamtag flirt, fri Roaeal, 74 Baft The Catai, 14-1 KotaB. 
3&-ie9fare 

FORM VERDICT 

Only dteoe to conskler here and the ground may hare gone 
agtahM ChammiB GM iriich leaves )u 3 t Rossel and STASH 
THE CASH. Of those two the latter is nuch preferred as he 
comes hoe a fresn horse and with Mdcy Hammond* stmg 
bade to tatm he is confidently enpeead to (afaa cn cf Rossel 


1 1-3001 HUWS ARRff pO) J Oodda 6 tl 0— . S Mafcoaa (7) 

2 4S0OP CmZBfKAlE (8Q 0 Sravwod 5 91 G ...^ICfabomo 

3 000456 CWTAMSATDK)PWB1 (20) T Eastertiy 5 10 IT . .IVfw 

A (5)UW»xacnS«7(7e4 RHnsey 

5 M«P3 SUPRBKSPKX (M|F IAaphyfltl5 4Mn*a 

6 I-623* GLACIAL DANCER (53) L lingo 6 0 5 RScnpfa 

7 J65R> VALHALLA (ZqUtacKnar 6 02 - Bftanta 

B OUR WUHAN OF ORANGE fl^ J M Jsfeaon 7 00 TStddalpjB 

9 P54O0 CHAMUKEpQ J^ntay9D0 -^HMeGiah 

X) -25006 PflOPHiANT (134) D Bates DO NHanatyfaB 

11 DUMP JEANANN (17) K Uoganfc ®0 - -LCoopwO) 

-11 dadared- 

Unwm mgfit 10sL Suehantfc^i YfbmatomgB 9sr J2C. Qm 

Una 3a 13b. Propfcaw 9S ion jeanam ft? f fta 
BETTWG: 74HURaifi 4-1 Ttef. M Sqawe Spice. 5-1 GtacM Ddm^ 
1M Otitahnattfreparefi. 7-1 IMtan Of Orange, 8-1 Ctaxen Korn. 10-1 
atbore 


FORM VERDICT 

NeBrtyalafB>!3earetopol-tr»gn3undhQrHsatolftoaawata- 

tag to ham a bet woufa be was to wait uni* near the off whan 
the state ot tin ground b dear. However there s Krty » b* 
soma underfoot and tor that reason SALEM BEACH is 
expected to go wefl. 


FORM VERDICT 

Although the ground rrtsf* be a Hi softer than ha would Me- 
aty warn. MUTASARRTF was so I m press ni e last ttera that if 
h« Bi the same farm he tfnuM tate care of ths moderate 
braeh. The mein threat could we* come from Curtah- 
Mtc ft op faeO. 


5 00l *®^G®kJINEDRARWrERMEDIATE 
— — J OPEN NH FLAT RACE (H) £1,750 2m 

1 « BREAMU(72)FIAfptiy6llO AUtiMfce 

2 LITHE WORSALL Mss KlOgan 6110.,^. RJotnaon 

3 P-53 U3B8MGALONG N Rsfar* 5 11 Q ADobfah 

4 MOUN T STUART J M Jrffcraon 6 Tl 0 I Wyar 

5 30 STOP THE GOSSta (B7) B Macoggan 5 11 0. BStaray 

8 V ENBGRNE(3S)(D)OBate4Dt). SDundt 

I WHAT YOU MEAN MM * 06. FLaatiy 

9 0 RQiEMBER eQumame (44) 0 Eddy 4*} rC McCormack (3) 

9 ooroewtE (ia)Bason*oi asm* 

-tideetarad- 

BETTWG: 74 Enbcana, 3-1 Lottlngttang. 5-1 fitotrt Skart, 6-1 Swp The 
Qifadp. 6-1 BnaM, 16-1 USa YtanH, RotoWrtraEqtam.35-1 uM 
FORM VERDICT 

Mount Stuart la by for the most ntoresting newcomer in the 
field rad vmddnt hare to be any yes shakes to wtnthte How- 
aver, B REA HILL has shown enough to suggest he a up to 
wteirwtg racw of tfsa nature and comes from a stable bong in 
form. 
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‘Big Supes’ 
turns silver 
into gold 






YESTERDAY EUROPE, today 
the world. Wins by Jamie 
Baulch and Ashia Hana^ n on 
the final day (rf the World Indoor 
Championships here complet- 
ed Britain’s best ever perfor- 
mance in this event as the 
impetus of last year’s 
European Championship suc- 
cess was maintained. 

Taking in Colin Jackson's 
60 metres hurdles victory on 
Friday, Britain’s total of gold 
medals rose to three, one more 
than their previous best in 
Ibronto six years ago. No other 
country won more golds here. 
-And with additional bronze 
v&edals from the 400m relay and 
the 60m, where Jason Garden- 
er broke Linford Christie's four- 
year- old European record, the 
team secured fourth place in 
the medals table. 

Both Baulch and Hansen 
had won silver the last time 
these championships were held 
two years ago in Paris. Yester- 
day they went one better with 
impressive displays of self- 
belief. 

One moment of decision as 
the runners broke from their 
lanes after 150 metres allowed 
Baulch to become the first 
Briton to win a global 400m title 
since Eric Liddell took the 
Olympic gold 75 years ago. 

Haying earned a favourable 
j-olace in lane five as fastest qual- 
ifier: Baulch, who had started 
conservatively, swooped down 
from the banking and acceler- 
ated into the lead through a nar- 
rowing gap. 

“Getting to the bell first is 
crucial indoors,” he said “If you 
don’t dominate the race by 
then the chances are very lim- 
ited. I knew I had to get in first, 
relax down the back straight 
and leave something left for the 
finish, and I'm just so happy 
that I did it" 

His winning time of 45.73sec 
was slower than he had run as 
a 23 year old in Paris, where he 


V 


By Mike Rowbottom 
in Maebashi, Japa n 

was overtaken in the final 
straight after starting too 
quickly. But his performance 
this time was that of a mature 
competitor. 

Baulch gave much of the 
credit for that transformation 
to Christie, who has coached 
him for two years. “He has 
made an amaTing contribu- 
tion,* 1 Baulch said “My mental 
power is so much better than 
it used to be. I wasn't scared 
this time lflcp. I had been in 
Paris. Pm better tactically now, 
and I kept my cooL" Minutes 
after his victory, Baulch took a 
call on a mobile phone from 
Christie, who had sethis alarm 
for 5 JO in the morning back 
home in Iver Heath. 

Grinning like a satyr; the 
■Welshman then announced that 
he had an additional title to 
world champion - “Big Supes.” 
He explained: “Whenever Lin- 
ford answers his mobile, he says, 
“Yd, Big Supes 1 -Supes meaning 
superstar; He just called me that 
now, so Pm quite proud” 

Big Supes n also anchored 
the relay team to a British 
record of 3min 3 JOsec behind 
the United States and Poland, 
thus bringing his earnings for 
the day to $52^66 (£32,600) - 
$50,000 for winning the 400m 
and a sixth share of the $15,000 
given to the relay squad 

Much of the money will be 
ploughed straight back into his 
training for the outdoor world 
championships. After spend- 
inga week back home in Cardiff 
with his partner S usannah and 
their four-year-old son. Jay he 
will return for further warm 
weather wort: in Australia, 
where he had prepared for this 
championship. 

Hansen's plans are also in 
fine shape after the disrup- 


tions of last year; when, after 
winning the European indoor 
triple jump title in a world 
record of 15.16 metres, she 
missed most of the summer 
with a heel injury. 

An opening effort of 15.02 
proved sufficient to defeat a 
field which included all her 
major rivals, although Iva 
Prandzheva, of Bulgaria, and 
SarkaKaspartova, of the Czech 
Republic, came perilously dose 
with jumps of 14.94 and 14.87 
metres respectively. 

As her lead narrowed, 
Hansen sat cross-legged beside 
the runway with every 
appearance of serenity. It was 
a false impression. “I may have 
looked cool, but I wasn't,” she 
said. “My nerves were frayed. 

“When Prandzheva jumped 
14.94 I thought, 'God that's 
enough to win itT I came here 
to break my world record so Tm 
a bit disappointed about that 
But it doesn't matter how far I 
jump, HI always be craving for 
more." 

In the end, her tactic of 
putting pressure on her oppo- 
nents right from the start paid 
off. Her next plan involved 
returning to her room to drink 
the champagne she lad brought 
over from England. “I thought it 
would be good to drink if I won," 
she said ‘AndifI didn't, I could 
get plastered.” It wifi no doubt 
have tasted sweet and bubbty. 

Gardener who failed to qual- 
ity for last year’s European 
Championships, finally earned 
the kind of reward his talents 
merit with a 60m time of 
6.46sec, 0.01 inside the marie 
Christie set in 1995. 

The 23 year old from Bath 
finished behind two Americans 
- world record holder Maurice 
Greene, who won in 6.42, and 
Tim Harden, who recorded 
6.43. But Gardener fetthe mi g ht 
have done even better if he had 
not, as he put it “Men out of 
his blocks”. 
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Haile Gebrselassie, world 
record holder at 5,000 and 
10,000m, emphasised his posi- 
tion as a peerless middle dis- 
tance runner tty adding the 
1500m title to the 3000m gold he 
had wan on the opening day No-' 
body has matchai that range of 


accomplishment since 1926, 
when Paavo Nurmi, the Flying 
Finn, added the Olympic 
10,000m title to the 1500 and 
5000m titles he had won four 
years earlier 

Steve Smith, makin g bis 
international return, after 


Offiah breaks English scoring record 


•’lARTlN OFFIAH added to his 
/bany rugby league achieve- 
ments yesterday to become 
the top try-scoring English- 
man of all time. 

The former TO dues, Wigan 
and Great Britain winger 
grabbed the 447th try of his ca- 
reer to help London Broncos 
to a 24-18 win over Hudders- 
field in their opening Super 


JJB SPORTS SUPER 
LEAGUE 

Bradford (8} 18. StKffleki (6) 6. Brad- 
font THes Lowes. McAuoyi Wfchers: Goals 
H Paul 3. SfteflleM:lty Watson: OoalAs- 
ron. p;,M4) 

CaWMford 16 ) 12 . Malrdteld (6) 10. 
CascJefOnf: Dry Maloney; Goals Or 4. 
WNulMd: THes Crmthere. Foching: Go»l 
Hodgson. (7.233) 

HaMui IS) 14. Warrington (12) 16. Hal- 
ifax: Tries Moana. Pinkney; Goals HoJ- 
.royd 3. Warrington: Tries Kohe-Love. 
uHcCurrle. Penny; Goals Briers 2. (4.679) 
^loodon (14) 24. Huddersfield (8) 18 
London: IHes Fleming. Hammond. Of- 
nan. Toiietr; Goals Wart on 4. Huddots- 
Bdd: IHes Cheecham 2. Western; Goals 
Gouldlng 3. (2.278) 


League match. He is third in 
the all-time list after the Aus- 
tralian Brian Bevan (796 tries), 
and the Welshman Billy 
Boston (571). 

Karle Hammond, Iblsenlbl- 
lett and Greg Fleming scored 
the Broncos’ other tries and 
Brett Warton kicked four goals 


Salford (10) 12. St Helens (10) 30. Sal- 
Itord: THes Crompton, Hayes: Goals Blake- - 
ley 2. Sc Helens: IHes Long 3, Newiove 
2. ScultHorpe: Goals Long 3. (6.37B) 

NORTHERN FORD 
PREMIERSHIP 
Barrow (12) 30. Feadterscntw (4) IO. 
Barrow: Ties Rhodes 2. Luwn. Marthera. 
WNtter Goal* Holt 5. Featherswoe: Tilas 
Bramald. SJmcwts; Goal Chapman. (1.1381 
Bariey (8) ®- Hiuwlee (6) 14. Bariev: 
Ties Price 2. Hunslac: IHes Fatnmrna. 
Fletcher. Goals B etcher 3. 1847) 
Keighley (8) 8. «K* (4) 10. Keighley: 
IHes Calvert. Lamer. Tort: Tries Berm, 
Lambert: Goal Benn. (1.878) 

Laaotsblra Lynx (9) 22. Dewsbury (8) 
12. LaxtfasMre Lynx: Ties P Jones 2. 
Walsh; Goals P Jones 4; Drops Flanagan 


while winger Antty Cheetham 
touched down twice for Hud- 
dersfield. 

Super League new boys 
Wakefield Trinity suffered a 
12-10 opening defeat by Castle- 
ford, who were reduced to 12 
m en following the dismissal of 
prop Dean Sampson. But 
Tigers stand-off Danny On- 
landed two penalty goals in 


2. Dewsbury: Try Godfrey: Goals Eaton 
4. (360) 

Lalgh (16) 24. WNtslnixen (6) 20. Leigh: 
Tries K Punlll 2. Hadcroft. HD ion. Murray; 
Goals DPurtD 2. Whitehaven: Tries Seeds 
2. Kitchen: Goals Kitchen 4. (1.124) 
Swintoa (14) 23. Braodsy (B) 8. 5wfn- 
tom Trias deary, Ecdes. McCabe; Goals 
Watson 4. Gartiand; Drop Gardand. Brass- 
ley: Tty A Gibbons; Goals A Gibbons 2. 
(BB7> 

Wldiies |2) 6, Rochdale (0) 2. Ufldnes: 
Goals Hewitt 3. Rochdale: Goal Fitzger- 
ald. (2.684) 

Workington (12) 22. Doncaster (4) 22. 
Workington: Tries Fortier 2, Oosc Goats 
Close 5. Doncaster: Tries Aide Goulboume 
2. Okul. Summertiill; Goals Crrosser 3. 
(I.OOO). 

Postponed: Hull Kingston Rovers v CHd- 
ham. 


the last fou minutes to snatch 
a dramatic win. 

A superb second half per- 
formance, highlighted by a hat- 
trick of tries from Sean Long, 
steered Ellery Hanley’s St He- 
lens to an impressive 30-12 win 
at Salford. 

Warrington followed up their 
Challenge Cup win over Hali- 
fax with a 16-14 win over the 
Blue Sox at The Shay. Despite 
playing into the gale in the first 
half, the Wolves turned around 
12-8 in front, thanks to tries 
from Steve McCurrie and Toa 
Koa-Love and never looked 
back. 

Sheffield E agl es sensed a re- 
peat of last season’s shock win 
at Bradford Bulls when they col- 
lected a fry courtesy of Dave 
Watson, but tries from James 
Lowes, Nathan McAvoy and 
Michael Withers and three 
goals tty Hemy Paul, brought an 
18-6 final scoreline. 


Phillips holds nerve 
to win first Tour title 


VAN PHILLIPS breathed a sigh 
of relief after surviving a nail- 
biting play-off to claim his first 
European Tour title at the 
Algarve Portuguese Open. The 
26-year-old from Maidenhead 
took the first prize with a par 
four on the first play-off hole 
after Ins compatriot John Bick- 
erton had fluffed his third shot 
into a greenside bunker. 

The pair, playing in the last 
group, had finished tied on a 12 
under par total of 276 after dos- 
ing rounds of 68, three ahead of 
the Swede Robert Karlsson, 
Germany's Alex Cejka and 
Spain's Santiago l^ma 
And it was tee former Walk- 
er Cup player Phillips who held 
his nerve better when it mat- 
tered most to earn his first title 
in only bis third foil year on tour 
“It feels great and I feel re- 


lieved, actually;" said Phillips, 
who moved up to 14th on the 
Order of Merit and 18th in the 
Ryder Cup table. 

*Tve always felt I had the 
temperament to win and it’s 
been frustrating not to win. But 
I always believed in myself and 
felt I was good enough to win." 

It was not until 1995 that 
Phillips made it on to the Euro- 
pean Tbur and he finished third 
behind Ernie Els in the South 
African PGA in his first season. 

A tournament win proved 
elusive until this week but now 
he has broken his duck, be 
promised nothing would 
change. “Til be back playing 
next week; it’ll be business as 
usual," he said. 

Scores, Digest, page 9 


SOUTHWELL 

HYPERION 

1.40 Wlndshift 2.10 Prospector's Cove 2.40 
Copernicus 3.10 Quezon City 3.40 Euro ven- 
ture (nb) 4.10 Scathebury 4.40 Unea-G 5.10 
Mach One 

GOING: Standard STALLS: Inekta. .. „ 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: MWdte to low best tor 5L low best lor 71. 

■ Fferesand surface; toft-band sharp, oval cam 

■ CotFseisSmSEoftownandSmWofNewaiitRolKSonJjjno- 
non auttis com ADMISSION: CU> £12: TStersalB £8 (QAP 
members of course’s Diamond Ctub W. accompanied under- 16& 

l (me) CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADMG TRA8BIS: M Johnston 4&-2B (S796V J L ^1*43-305 
rotfVA S Bowring 42*332 (C7M R HoiHnshead 40-»W (IWkJ. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: JQufcw 45-304 Weaver 37-S28 

D65M L Cham ock 35-389 (9%), G DuffleM 31-226 (08*4 

Igttrow (440). Mach One (M0). 


-3-Tnl RETFORD HANDICAP (CLASS E) (Dlv 
laW l I) £3,500 added 1m 

1 0M61 HEVFR GOLF GLORY (IS) (0) C Kefctt 5 A tt - T 

2 425Q0- NOWNGPRWCESSflS^ M88SHal497.-j-^hlleOoflBl 

3 1-5211 WINDSHFT (7) (CD) D Sav3 93£a^- R fl 

4 om- MOWING WWW d«JP) 

5 60001- THE STAGER (105) (CO) J Jertdrw7813 

6 o-SOffi ALMA2HAR(nJLEyie4B V iSiSSai 

7 034162 SUPJKSyilJKftrteflflll fl) 3 B 

B 00263 WITHOUT FRIENDS (20) (0) 

B 1M83 STg8IlCIAHd3)W^g B^7B6 

11 WB HEATH«flmj«EW(BF)BHC*Nwd384 JMMmO)* 

C 00-001 SH0NTAINE(11)(C0)H J 
ri 30 QOO- RAASH) DOB) (CO) F VtetBOn 7 B 0 (Qmbw Hy HM (gfl 

- 14 [factored - 

BETTING: M Wlndthffl. 5-1 Hawr Go8 fflwy. 

Tlw fo»q"r, S8p Jig, B-1 AJmefur; 12-1 ¥««4 ManfcSlwnoJw, 14*1 

oOws 

FORM VERDICT 

Haver Golf Gtory Iooiq to have a stiffiall task afftofWWBlgra. 

| quite toacSy here a w©e ^ ago al1a,c 1 < * sca P al3loo^ac^, * 19,0 
thal succeet off just a 2» WS*^ 


RETFORD HANDICAP (CLASS EJIDiv | BIBSSISS 

\ £m,v .\ II) £3,500 added 1m u 2&we catchmsit $) i* 

„ (wu secret lift IQ KButai V5 - IIMmSIH II OO-MO US3 LACROK (1(Q 

3 SS SSa£8W^SSl?«':T.dlSgfiB 

SXM0 BATSMAN (10) fflf) MDoasSBO jVteverH 


6 35-62 GAM LBE (USA) (24) (CO) K Bel 6 B 11 GHmnon{7)3 

7 0184 TOWOHE (14) K Moran 7 8 9 P F&rimons (7) B 

8 31-ttJ CHWABBWY pi) (d» M Britain 5 BB DMemagh (5)1 

9 30006 OliJES CHUCKLE (10) (BF)JJOaii 488. _P Goods (5)8 

V S00O- QUESTAN (154) (D) BSnan7B4 S Drowns O 

if 0G5412 KANAWA (11) (C) A P Joes 581 F Norton 4 

it 03033 MOONLIGHT FUT (21) J L Eyre 4 7 T3 J Qatar 2 

13 00031 SHAMOMN (7) F Wtton 7 7 2 Kbnlwtoy Hwtp) 11 

V 05040 HETBl MUNttBiY pi) (D) J Jwkns 6 7 U. J UcAiiey (7) S 

-14rt»ctorwJ- 

WWmua wdghL 7ti 10b True ftsndtaw **&*: Meter HimeBy TM 2b. 
BETTING; 9-2 Prospectort Cove, S-1 Cod Secret, 7-1 bnpdBnftB-l Sto- 
tBMvQw Gda Ltaa, Kmn, 1M BriHmn, HoanBaN TO, 13-1 oftata 
FORM VERDICT 

Gain Lkie has been in good form and should not be faraway 
wMe Kanawa seems to be progressing, tut tf» booktog ol 
Jmmy Quinn tor MOONLIGHT FLIT takas the eye and any 
imprevement on her recent aborts wffl sea ihe contofnadon 
go very doss. 

I ra SKEGBY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£3,750 added im 4f 

I 06000 ANDAMAN (IS) D HtaW Grift 5 9 1 NCdl«il(5)9 

a 00-S32 ROBBm(ta(BF)BSmart59l2 PGoadflH2 

3 42 CHALUPW(7)BabJones4 9C Nltoyl 

4 52/3- COPBWCUSp03)PCck>49TJ CRDBarl 

5 FFTB9I RSJS (J39) D Star 4 9 D RWkmo 0(^3 

B KBITPQn*ll810 SWMwi1h8 

7 TBTRAZZ01USA) W38) JRt2Qway^9C KMtoo7 

8 56- C®JMnW ORCHID (2M1 Ite U RBVEfey B97,^Cl£«M II 

9 3* MARLBE(321)MChamon495 Dli88sn(7)8 

» 00593 ARTHURS UNGDOH (31) A Jan* 3 8 3 LNntontO 

II O0KF8 HU.ST0m((1)Klto/a8fe3B3 F Norton 5 

-11 iMtorad- 

BETTTW3:3-i CopontJcm. 4-1 RoboOt^S-l Arthurs JOngdom, 13-2 Ua»- 
IoMi W Temao, IM Chaliapin, Country Orchid, M-l odirn 

FORM VERDICT 

The nwket w8 reveal the corddenee h the Bcee of Coper- 
nicus, Ttorrazzo, Mariana and Country Orchid, who could 
have potential but etthsc lack AW expertanc* or hare been otl 
tor Hne Drue h contras, ARTHURS KMGDOM and RubatHa 
are to torm and prwai hero, with ihe tormer looking to have 
a bit more scope tor impreventortt 

| o in i NORMANTON HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

iU l £3^00 added 2m 

1 -232G 7l?ei*iSICtl6)(C0)PHKtaT,4'«3 P Goode (5) 3 

2 /3004 BLTHBf SKY (27) (D) O Shorvosd 8 D 0 — SCwnp)10 

3 Xtm TUKANO(CAN)(J1t5JJer*ns8913 AQ4twe9 

4 4-00) T1IE CAN THi. (11) A Julffls 5 B 6 Dean McXaont 1 

5 G03-1 UNiraW(f 7 )P 09 “W 5 HM 4 B 4 AUeOonall 

e OOiya ICS GOT WINGS (17) K^(BF)U Pais 94 GCMort 

7 1-SK)i COLS8DGE (17) (CD) J ShBrianil 93 — JIMm(7)78 

8 0D&-N QUEZON CITY pnpO)(0f^rilBJC*naSta591JICoct«8M8 

9 013253 MWXABK (17) J Norton 7 8 3 — _-^-G8Rdne«4V 

t) 201-02 CXFCHMSiTp} i*3APflneUS71i PDoeffl2 

II 0&4« WSSLAC»3a(10)RH0«nawdl7t) ? MQdw (7)5 

-HdMteBd- 

Unlmun imgft Tat 10b. Tiw Afinefap mrett Mssiacrw Tri 7b 
BETTPC: 11-4 llnSooa, 7-2 0uBonCBK9S He's Got Wtop, 5-1 CoWdeo, 
19-1 IkrdWK »-1 Cridami 14-1 Hpe «*wte ft#* »» IM ottm 


FORM VERDICT 

Most erf these have been running wel of Webut there could 
be further Improvement to come from QUEZON CITY, who 
seemed to be ridden too forcefiiy In a strongly-run went over 
C&O last time and can turn the tables on He’s Got Wings 
today. This is more competi ti ve than the event that Uniform 
won last Umei but she corid do no more than wto wel on her 
AW debut and Is daarty open to Improvement 

nart l MARKHAM MOOR HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £5^50 added 61 

1 2-029 OC1CER pi) (D) Lta N Macautoy 5 9 10 PMeCriwS 

2 TOOO- WCHALONG (132) (D) U &tBta4 97, — DUemagtl (S1 11 V 

3 306362 REDOUBTABLE (USA) (9) (D) D Chilian fi B 7 -A Cuflm 6 

4 10421 SJROVHfTUH£(24)(CO) DlfcbclS436 Ain Grams 9 

5 1306£ JOHN BOWtfcHI MUSm (9) (□) MJohralon4 93 

RFtaPBWekpM 

6 HATTEMHA (ID) (CD) S Bowng 6 JQUanS B 

7 BOB- BOET (97) (CD) (BF) J L Eyre 4 B B CLmttierl 

8 0341-0 R8XAH BLAZE (59) (C) D Bsaoth 5 8 B JJ P0«*rtp)7 

9 05062 MFTYNOfflUNflQ) (CO) DNdtis56t) F Norton IZ 

IQ OOOQB aUPBBIEHAB»OONfll8UP0yeseSB8_.e-ftWSPeW5 

71 CBUB BAflTTOfffi (0) (CO) S KedlBMl 5 8 1 R IKnsJOn (3) 2 V 

12 004X2 RtJDEAWJUCBaNG (10)(CO) CFflirfura57 O 

i Grantham (7)10 B 

-12 deebmd- 

BETTlNG:7-2R*dWri»fil«,5-1 Odat 114 EnoWrtufl.tM Join BOMfer 
Hmfc.7-1 HoeLfr-1 lUeamla. 10-1 Rude Aankaniog, IM others 

FORM VERDICT 

This looks a salable o^jonurety for OCKER to seora a de- 
served success. He dd remarkably wd from BIO wide out- 
side draw when a dose third to Tbm Tun and Euro Verdure 
here tost time and from today* better draw can turn tha ta- 
bbs on the toiler as mS as comtonng his aBieriorlty over John 
80 WdMf Music and Redoubtable. 

I m nnl RUFFORD SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
IZlirJ £2^00 added Im 

1 D0B4 SCATHSlfflY (24) (D) pf) K0Ute694 KRalQUlS 

2 1-2300 TTUEOmpO)[qUPOgtee4&i3 CLnutfierS 

3 50040 ADBWX»»RH*dhaad58t: O Sw ai wy H 

4 MHO MBBlRBHfT(1()lteS1«ton4 8l2...>IPotadf))t2 

5 534632 W/B0ICV9IIURE(7)(CD) MChjpnwi9612_SR^I*np)5 
8 042-03 BROCTWE LB4E (31) Ms U Itovdaj) 5 B 12— A Ctdwm 18 

7 00)00 CHffiKfl. GROOM (J2JW D9W8BT2 J>RrefnW* (7) 13 

B DOOM COURTNEY OWN (ID P BuBOyne 4 8 1 -J'GiaS 

8 HJ343 CROFIERSH)GE(16)AJBrvis48B L Newton 10 

D 00-toS RITURE PROSPECT (11) (D) M ABudJeyS B72 ...G CjrtK2 

71 43- WGHPfflFECT(^JHBBMf1Dn48l2 JltJpptaS 

12 050(H) J0WWV STACCATO (7) U Qurc 5 8 B JWtoawB 

13 00060 LIFT SOY (USA) CT P Bugoyna U 8 B RPakS«r4 

14 06CiV0 UHEANMETOO (J39) A P Jam B S 12 F Norton 7 

6 ZOM PINE faoee LAD (7) (CO) JLHania08B JQrfml 

to 0-4030 SHARP UQNKEY piq (C0) UsNMEatoyeBTZ 

PUcCabs 14 V 

“ 1ft itaKSfekrsd — > 

Bgm NB: 7-2 Scrihebtsy, B-2 A ai ewn e ifemura, 5-1 Broriune Lina. 7-1 
Cnftore Edge, 10-1 FuhmPraapod, 12-1 Tima Out, 14-1 Admcm Sharp 
Monkey, 18-1 others 


FORM VERDICT 

Most of these are to f requsn t winners and/or mrefatale and the 
■ e contest to treat with caution. The booking of Kieren Fatten 
far Scathebury takas the eye as the champion Jockey has won 
three unes from |uai seven tries on the top weight, but the 
market is Bcely to reflect that and there are several others with 
far chances as wel Awesome Venture has dams on fas 
weekte second but losing tuns do not c ome much longer than 
his and preference to lor CROFTERS EDGE who probably 
finds today & trip hK optlrrxm 

X in i TUXFORD HANDICAP (CLASS F) (Dtv I) 
. ^ -1 £3,000 added im 4f 

1 453252 SWBT (7) M FtaUasa 5 U 0 JCFMB05 

2 1651-3 J0HWffiTKEj&KBl(iq(CD)JLadl6Bto 

Daan McKaown 8 B 

3 IW06 COLONEL CUSTER (3)(CHBF)J Peases 499. GBtodnll 

4 M64 VMCafT (10) (CD) J L H^re 4 9 0 JWasvsrS 

5 4-50C ALDWVCH AffflOW(11)MA0uOdeyl871--JF*«* , ig1D B 

6 OO-OM ADAH (18) (CD) Ms S Lampion 8 6 to JQukn6V 

7 40001 UNEA-G (7) (CD) Its H ROrttoy 5 S 6 |&«J — -A CuOuna 1 1 
B (WOO MADAM UICY (281) Ms NMacoisy 565 — PMcOtoeSY 

9 864XS NORTH AREUR (11) (C)(D)R BfahartonSSI _F Norton 7 

10 WO-56 MVSTHBUM (IE) N Uttmodsn 5 7 G JTto3 

H 7&00 POLARRBWUNpl) JLEynsS7« PM Quinn 17) 4 

-11 dectored- 

HGntaim merght 7s? 70®. Tnxs hanaScap wspnt Pofar/tefra^? 7S Z8j 
BETTING: 3-1 Linaa-G, 5-1 Swffi, Colonel Custat; 8-1 Vtocmt, Aktayeh 
Aire* 7-1 Johrm The Jota; 14-1 Ajd« 2D-I ettM 
FORM VERDICT 

Uimb-GIs win here last week looks fairly suspect and prefer- 
enwtefOfALDWYOl ARROW, who »«b staying on wet when 
second to Cafonal Custer over im3fhare last month and is 

token to reverse the ptiortgi ever tf»S longer trip. 

|c in | TUXFORD HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
£llrJ 11) £3,000 added im 4f 

1 Zto40> 5TATUACK (81) (C) (Q) D Bswnh 11 B 12 J8 PcOanl PO 3 B 

2 3121 HIBERNATE (13) (D) K Buie 509 DStagsnay4 

3 201-05 HWSI CAPTAIN pH) (Clfl D lAnay 5mflh S 9 2 _C Loaflwr 2 

4 08000- JACK THE IAD R»J J HWWl 58 E _MTWJd»7 

5 0250- SKVERS A KITE (144) (D) Ron Thonpsn 4 8 11 WSana 3 

B OOOO- M3Y KNIGHT (161) R Penrod. 4 8 :'i .. . ACdhml 

7 08200 IIACH ONE (Ffl) (17) Sk M Ptesaal 4 fl 7 GDuffiGdBB 

8 06405- APPROVED QUALITY p04)PMirpt]y6B3 JQukmi 

a OQCKC KAMNSKA (21) (C) U OBprnan 9 8 0 SRtf«on(7)6 

t) 34MI 4AHEAI«WAJBMl37tolSB») Uvfin Dwjto 10 

11 OWto T>£ COTTONWOOL ITOp 4) to! A NajfiJton 771) 

I lorn Vhndsffl 11V 

-lldectared- 

MMnfnmjgrr laiOfc Tiwten^vt^TmCxxmoolMTatBi. 
BETTING: 2-1 Mtemsta, 11 - 2 Mach One, IM Saafsck.7-1 SkyareAlOa, 
8-1 Avar Captain, ID-1 Approved Qua**, 12-1 Jane Ann, ts-i oOws 

FORM VERDICT 

Kach Ona could wan eome good a tost in firet-tme Mnlws, 
but JAN£ ANN « preferred. She dW .not beat a lot at Ung- 
Md lad week bui that n*l dd Suggest that aha has npw come 
to hand and there can be no erneas as regards fitness if aha 
fab to g« the bto hem. 5he looks worth a chance to prove 
she b a true midde-distance performer 


SPORT/11 


McGrath has 
the last word 


Australia quickly com- 
pleted their spectacular rout of 
the West Indies of the previous 
afternoon and proceeded to 
consolidate their advantage on 
the third day of the first Test 
here yesterday. 

Glenn McGrath, who had 
initiated the West Indian 
demise in the last hour on Sat- 
urday, plucked out Merv Dil- 
lon’s off-stump with a late 
in -swinger in the day’s opening 
oven It completed a collapse in 
which the last seven wickets fell 
for 18 and surrendered a 
match-winning lead of 102 to the 
combative Australians. By tea, 
delayed after two rain inter- 
ruptions on a cloudy humid af- 
ternoon. they had extended 
their lead to 228, reaching 126 
for 2 with opener Michael 
Slater; 62, and Mark Waugh, 33, 
well entrenched in a partner- 
ship already worth 81. 

Dillon was McGrath’s fifth 
wicket, the 12th time in his 46 
Tbsts the New South Ufelshman 
has collected at least half the 
opposition wickets. 

The batting failure was de- 
pressingly familiar for the West 
Indies. It followed captain Brian 
Lara's freak run out for 62, just 
as his dismissal led to the loss 
of the last eight wickets for 42 
in their previous Test against 
South Africa in January. 

Once again, the West Indian 
bowlers were left with a thank- 
less task of salvaging something 
from the match. They made an 
encouraging start, however. 
Courtney Walsh earned his tally 


By tony cozier 
in Port of Spain 

Australia 269 and L26-2 
West Indies 167 

of Test wickets to 401 when he 
had the left-handed opener. 
Matthew Elliott caught at slip. 
Justin Langer was also a victim 
to an edged catch, to the wick- 
et-keeper Ridley Jacobs, off 
Merv DiUon. But Slater and 
Waugh ensured there were no 
further set-backs. 

Tiura dm: Aintraf.il am iai 

AUSTRALIA - nm Inning* 369 |G Sctun; 
58. C VlUlsh 3 lor 60. C Aitoicv 3 for 3%) 
WIST motes - nrat tarings 

lOuenijyH 167 f..v y] 

S L Ctmpbrtl ibw t> Mruijm >1 

S Rjnx'iutn /un out (AVuromi 9 

D Jovrpn tow 6 McGroin S3 

•B C Una rim out iLhircii . . ui 

J C Alum 6 MkGiII ! ] 

1R D tow 6 MkO.II . . 6 

P 1 Collins tow b kVGrjrti I 

R l C HcUrr itnv b .MnOOI 0 

CEL Ambcnr ( SLUrr b McOutti O 

M Dillon 6 Mctxoih 0 

C A WJIVi not out O 

bun-M thJ. 167. n«ii| I? 

TOTAL 167 

PMt; 16. rn 116. W IM. 163. <63 lot 
167. 167 

BOMitm: C Mcurjth Im J -50-5. ICiib-'^w 
13-3-5'fft SCG MkuiII lb-v,i ; s 
WUiw I4-M-35-D. tiBlmwrft l-O-'-O 
AUSTRALIA - SaKood butUic* 
to E mou c Josepta l> VUih a 

M Surer not out . . . r>7 

i Lilfif^r c Lxotn b Dilton . H 

MUUuShnoiaui 'jj 

Enran . . .7 

TOTAL (for 2) 126 

"to IMC 5 Wttojyi. G BtewcU ( HrJl-f 6 ILtf.ir 
I GillCitK. 6 MKljUI. Ci Ml Groin 
Umplnn: t NktiaK. P Wilev TV rapira um- 
pira: C Cumber luich Muck nfow k v©- 
bo Row 

■ Mark Taylor the former Aus- 
tralian test cricket captain, ex- 
pects to {day Ihe final game of his 
first-class career this week, for 
New South Vlbles in the Sheffield 
Shield against Tasmania. 


- --f r.r ,>*_ -j.’-.-4- u-" Hr. -J ~~ ' 

5 ? ' ¥■ •: T-;\- ' r ~; \ 1? ' ; V ■ * • *i 

Britain's Ashia Hansen isjnst a hop, step and a jump from the triple jump gold medal 
at the World Indoor Championships in Japan yesterday Allsport 


Flintoff Pakistan 
provides head for 
platform victory 


recovering from a serious neck 
injury, failed to dear his open- 
ing height of &25 metres. Javier 
Sotomayor, of Cuba, continued 
business as usual, a height of 
2.36 earning him his fourth 
gold at these championships. 

Results, Digest, page 9 


England A 350 & 288 
President's XT 199 & 142-3 

ENGLAND A can finish their 
tour of South Africa witii another 
win, after resolute batting 
followed by a productive stint in 
the field yielded three vital 
wickets against the President's 
XI in Cape Ibwn yesterday. 

It was evident from the start 
of play that England intended 
to give themselves time in 
which to achieve a result An- 
drew Ffintoff, with a licence to 
attack, duly obliged. By mixing 
aggression with placement, he 
made it difficult to set a field. 

Flintoff was out for 80 and 
England had set the Presi- 
dent's XI 440 to win - a possi- 
bility which became even more 
unlikely when Steve Harmison 
took two early wickets. 

Fourth day. England A non rott 

BVGLAND A S5b - tint brings (-0 L Maddy 
1 35, A Flntoff 70) 

PR ESID ENTS » - Hrac tunings 199 (C C 
Brad field 61. -D N Crookes 5^1^ 

EWLAND A — 5aoDiwl hndnn 
lOvenVjfifc 142 for 4) 

A Flintoff C Bruyns b Crookes 00 

V 5 5ofanM st NtosRiizana b Crookes J8 

GP Swann e Townsend h Abraham; 6 

• C M W Raid c Masfkarana b lown^-nd 13 
S D Thomas c Crookes b towmencl .. . 1* 

D A Cosker b Srnltti - 8 

SJ Harmison not out 21 

Eaves (W IbtO nb2) 16 

'focal (all eat. IU avers) 288 

Rtf: 1-0.2-53. 3-105. 4-107. 5-203.6-214. 
7-233. 8-252. 9-265. 

Bowline: Smith 21.4-3-73-2: Townsend 
21-5-65-2: Kemp 9-2-1 7-1. Abrahams 73-5- 
58-2: Crookes 20-2-71-3. 

PRE$IDOrt-S TO - Second InntnRa 

M L Bruyns c Swann b Harnsson 8 

C C BnailtHd c SoianH b Harmison 14 

HH Dfppenaar tow b Cosfter 10 

M wan Jaarsvetd nor our - .72 

FCBrartw not out -33 


Pakistan 398 and 314 
Sri Lanka 328 and 60-0 

WAJAHATULLAH WASTI be- 
came the third Pakistani to hit 
a century in each Test innings 
with an unbeaten 105 against 
Sri Lanka in Lahore in their 
Asian Championship game. 

Set 385 to win, Sri Lanka 
made 60 without loss before bad 
light cut 18 overs off the fourth 
day’s play. Wasim Akram de- 
clared Pakistan’s second in- 
nings at 314 for 8. 

PAKISTAN - Rrat I onion 398 (Waja- 
harullafi Waso 133. Vteusar Vblunna 83. 
Imran Nazir 64. Moin Khan 57; P Vhck- 
remaslnghe 6-1031 

S« LANKA - Ffc« Mims 328 (R Arnold 
123. R.KaJuwirftarana 1 00: Itestm Akram 
4-30. Saqlaln Mush cap tt-62) 

PAKISTAN - Second Imringt 
(Overnight: 1 49 for 0) 

Ufa|ahanillah Wasti not out 12T 

Shahid Afridl c Kahiwirturana 

b de Silwa .84 

Inzamam-uLHaq Ibw de Silva 4 

Seeed Anwar run out 45 

Imran Muir b Ban darathi lake 1 3 

Ycvsof Vbhanna st KaJuwithara/vi 

b Bandarachilahe. 0 

Wastm Akram b Kalpage ..17 

Moln Khan run out .. .2 

Saqtain Mushtaq st Kaluwltharana 

b Kjtpage 9 

Extras (b3 »7 nb9| 19 

focal (for 8 dec) 314 

Hall: 1-156 2-161 3-226 4-250 5-254 
6-288 7-2S 7 8-314. 

BowHne: Wickremaunghe 9-1-27-0 (nb- 
2); 5. * SOva 29-5-90-2 (nb-6); Ban- 
daractiileke 25-12-54-2: Kalpage 
20.5-0-92-2 (nto-1); Humuranghe 1 3-2- 
41-0. 

SRI LAIMA - Second Innlags 

R P Arnold not out 1 3 

A Gunawardene nor out 36 

Extras (lb-9 nb-2) 1 1 

focal (for O) 60 


extras (bl b2 wl nbl) 5 

food (for 3. 51 ovara) 142 

tab 1-22.2-25.3-56. 

1b bat: *D N CiocAcs. 1 M Kemp. S Ab>ahams. 
1L MasUuszana, D H townsma. G J Strom. 
Bowttntf Harmson 10-0-31-2: Thomas 9-3- 
30-0: Swann 8-2-19-0: Cosher 12-2-29-1. 
FKmoff B-2- 19-0: Sdanki 4-0- 1 1-0 
Umplrn*! D F Becker and P Brooks. 


Bowling (to data): Waslm Akram 5-0- 
25-0 (nb2). FazLe-Akbar 3-O-lS-O, Saqtain 
Mushtaq 4-3-2-0. Shahid Nailr 2-0- 9-0 


M Ralim MoH k 9ud Apmir Sohttil 
are omitted from the 19 proba- 
bles for Pakistan's squad for the 
World Cup at Lord’s on 14 May. 
Squad, Digest, page 9 


Pearn is Kerly’s heir 


THERE WAS no change at the 
top of the Premier Division as 
the leaders, Cannock, were held 
at Southgate and third-placed 
Canterbury went down at Read- 
ing, wbo nevertheless remain in 
fourth position. The day's sur- 
prising result was the 7-1 anni- 
hilation of Guildford by 
Teddington, whose player- 
coach, Brett Garrard, scored a 
hat-trick. And all that after Ian 
Jennings had given Guildford a 
second-minute lead. 

There was a display of vin- 
tage Sean JKeriy in toe first half 
of Canterbury's game at Read- 
ing. The old campaigner set up 
Canterbury’s first two goals 
for Paul WIcken and Stuart 


BY BILL COLWILL 

Humphries as the visitors took 
a two-goal lead. 

Reading clawed their way 
back, taking advantage of the 
temporary suspension of Can- 
terbury’s captain, David Hack- 
er, to equalise. A brilliant solo 
goal by the player most likely 
to take over Kerly’s mantle - 
Mark Pearn - put Reading 
ahead for the first time in the 
game. Pearn got a second and 
Scott Ashdown collected his 
brace as Reading took control 
in the last quarter of the game. 

Results, Digest, page 9 


Giants lead the pack 


MANCHESTER GIANTS have 
taken a dear lead in the Bud- 
weiser League, and set the 
tone for a week they expect to 
end in triumph at toe League 
Trophy Final against Derby 
Storm on Saturday night 
Two free throws from Tbny 
Dorsey edged Giants to a 94-92 
win over Newcastle Eagles, 
while the previous joint leaders, 
Sheffield Sharks, were losing 
84-77 at Greater London Leop- 
ards for their fourth defeat of 
the season. 


BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

Derby wbo face Giants in the 
Trophy Final without the 
banned Rico Alderson and 
Iforicb^ Williams, were also with- 
out their suspended coach. Bob 
Donewald, for Saturday’s 77-86 
defeat at London Towers. 

Donewald will complete his 
latest two-game ban at home to 
Edinburgh Rocks on Wednes- 
day night in time for the final 
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Monday $- Match 1999 
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ACTION REPLAY 


RUGBY LE AG U E 


By Dave hadfield 





GATESHEAD COULD Dot quite 
celebrate the opening'of Super 
League’s new frontier with a 
win over arguably the strongest 
side m the competition, but ' 
they went dose enough to 
make it a sterling debut 

Leeds looked likely on oc- 
casion to run away with the 
match, but the Thimder showed 
great resilience in fighting back, 
only to be finally subdued by 
Frauds Cummings’ by in the 
last five minutes. 

As if fate has not done 
enough to their p lans in the 
shape of a dash with Newcas- 
tle United, the foul weather 
also conspired against Gates- 
head’s efforts to get the new 
venture off to a flying start 

That had the predictable ef- 
fect on the pitch, which was far 
too wet for their preferred style 
of rugby, and on the atten- 
dance, which was poor reward 
for all the work that has been 
put into this north-east outpost 

The sodden conditions even 
stopped the p re- match fire- 
works catching alight, altho ugh 
the game itself was anything but 
a damp squib. 

Gateshead took the game to 
their visitors and Craig Wilson 
came dose to registering their 
first Super League points when 
his drop-goal attempt was 
charged down. He was then in- 
directly responsible for the first 
points exceeded by the Thunder 
when he stole the ball from Bar- 
rie McDermott to give Iestyn 
Harris a kickable penalty. 

The first try to get past 
them, was unlucky. Harris lost 
the ball in a tackle near the 
Gateshead line and it flicked up 
off the boot of Daryl Powell 
straight into Marc Glanviile’s 
arms, Harris compounding the 
ill-fortune with the conversion. 

Gateshead looked enter- 
prising and made any number 
of half freaks but could not get 


fr. 




s.vn Kim 






steq>Iechoser<^a2Zt^toontheiirst- 
qf. three Cheltenham GoJd Cups. Dick 
Frantic toter.to becomea hu gety sue-- 
cessrfui author, idos there to report the ! MARCH 
event forthe^Sunday Express’. 





Danny Lee of Gateshead Thunder is brought to a by four Leeds Rhin os players last night 


through the Leeds defence and 

hegan tn main* handling prmre 

as they forced then* passes. 

They paid for the rough 
edges that were creeping into 
their play when a knock-on 
and two penalties moved Leeds 
from one end of the field . to the 
other and Harris’s dummy and 
dart for the tine took him over. 
His kink continued G ateshead ’s 


tough introduction to Super 
League, but two minutes before 
half-time * they made their 
breakthrough. Will Robinson 
put in a cross-field kick that 
Leroy Rivett lost under pres- 
sure, allowing Craig Simon to 
claim their debut try. 

The majority ofa near 6,000 
crowd that was respectable un- 
der the circumstances at last 


bad something to cheer Ebur 
minutes into the second half 
there were almost two more 
points an the board. Ian Herron, 
who had missed badly with his 
conversion, hit tiie post with a 
penalty. All the same, Gateshead 

had an inkling that things might 

be turning in their favuur when, 
m the space of minutes, Fran- 
cis C ummins had a try disal- 


lowed for Leeds and Smon took 
Wniie Peters's long pass to 
scramble over fix* Gateshead’s 
second. 

Herron again hit the up- 
rights to prevent Gateshead 
getting any closer than six 
points and then more trickery 
from Harris, with a forward 
pass to Powell, put tbemforther 
in arrears. 


North News and Pictures 
- Robinsorfs kick; taken by the 

lea p in g Mfltt Daylight, hm nght. 

Gateshead back into it on the 
hois; Henan this time landing 
the goal from the touchline. 

CitMhfrt- Svnmuc. Herron, Grogan.' 
Simon. DaySgtK, RoMrwon, ferns.- Let 
WMters.GrootWteon.FJeich.GrimAH.Snb- 
sdtotcK BM. s ASMood. Maher, Hkk. ' < 
Lands: Harris, Rfvett. Gotten. Godden, 
Cummina, Pcivefl. Sheridan. Resry, Newton. 
McDetmoa.Hay:Fanefl.GterMne.SdbsU- 
tatas: Sdrfag. Matttoik Jackson. SJnflett. 
Refer— c J Comolly [Wigan). 


IN ONE of the greatest Gold 
Cup. .races 'seen at Chel- 
tenham for .years, Aride, 
from Ireland, beat Mill ... 
House, tha ffinglwh atai- fain 
!y and squarely by five 
lengths in record time yes- 
terday. It left no doubtin any- 
one’s mind as to which is the 
champion. 

Never; even in the days of 
the great Golden MUler- 
Thomond n duel 29 years 
ago, has Cheltenham heard 
such cheering as Aride 
forced his way to the front 
proaching the second last 
fence;. . 

The cheering increased 
as Artie passed the post on 
his own - and it continued 
until long after the horses 
hadbeeh unsaddled and ba d 
left the enclosure. Yfes.it was 
a great day for the Irish. 

The Whlwyn stable as a 
whole seems to have shuck 
an unaccountable bad patch, 
but this in no way detracts 
from the grading perfor- 
mance Pat Taaffe coaxed - 

frfim the Irish rfiaflenger 

Up imtil.the second-last 
fence the race was run just 
as I expected, with Mill 
House leading the other 
three horses at an even, fast 
gallop. 

At the third open ditch - 
right in front of the stands - 
which Walwyn’s fine ’chaser 
did not meet in his stride, 
there was littie more than six 
lengths between all four run- 
ners. ■ 

But on going down the hfll 
soon afterwards, Willie 
Rotangon shot his mount for- 
ward, and after two more 


by Dick Francis 
at Cheltenham 

jiwn pg Min House and Artie 

started to draw away from 

Pas Seal and King’s Nephew 

wto were soon many lengths 

behind. 

At the top of the far hill - 
just over Half a mile from 
home - we all expected Mill 
House to increase his short 
lead over Artie. 

^ But. Taaffe had other - 

r Wgy m gVirg nHallwig P 

until after jumping the sec- 
ond last fence, when it was 

soon evident what the result 

would be provided nothing 
untoward happened at the 
final one, he gradually drew 
away. - 

- He raced home to an up- 
roarious welcome in the new 
time of 6 minutes 45 3/5 sec- 
onds - four seconds better 
than the previous record set 

by SaffiunTarton three years 
ago. 

Anne, duchess of West- 
minster; the owne^ and train- 
er Tom Dreapen were 
overjoyed, but Dreaper in 

his dry mannw said : “I al- 
ways thought he would win 
by five lengths and that is 
what he did.” 

He added that his great 
seven-yeardd would next 
run in the Irish Grand Na- 
tional on Easter Monday. 

Giving his impression of 
the race, Pat Taaffe said: 
“Aride is thebest horse I have 
ever ridden and I was never 
anxious at any stage. 

: “I knew we had won it 
three fences out, when I was 
still behind.” 
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> With his public school education, hand-made suits, dinners 
: ^t Marco Pierre White restaurants and holidays in the 
^Caribbean, who’d have thought Piers Stefan Pughe-Morgan 

would have ended up editing The Mirror 
(and not doing too badly either) ? 



0 5, then, to meet Piers Morgan, editor 
of The Mirror, the youngest-ever 
national newspaper editor; and a 
bloke who, after the mighty clanger 
that was “Achtung Surrender! ”, is now 
generally regarded as “a good thing”. 
If s all a bit weird, I must say, because 
I used to know him ages ago, when he was running The 
Sun's pop column. Bizarre, and I was a showbiz news 
reporter on the Daily Mail. We often had to attend the 
same events, where I would frequently distinguish my- 
self by never recognising a news story until I read it 
elsewhere the next day 

“I know/* says Piers, with a exasperated groan. “Yju 
were hopeless 

“You could have helped me out. You could have 
pointed me in the right direction every now and then.*' 
. “The thing is, I chose never to run with the pack. I 
was selfish. I did my own thing. I got more exclusives 
that way. Still, exclusives aren't what they used to be. 
We tend to put ‘exclusive’ on everything just to annoy 
other papers. I once even put ‘exclusive* on the 
weather, by mistake/* 

He's a bright guy, and I like him, and he makes me 
laugh (mostly). He is shortly off to guest-edit an issue 






THE 


Deborah Ross 


INTERVIEW 


of Cosmopolitan. I ask him what sort of pieces he's 
going to commission. How to have six orgasms and a 
power breakfast while elbowing down the rubbish in 
the kitchen bin, perhaps? He says he read the maga- 
zine for the first time the other day, and “bloody bell 
I had to drink a pint of bromide afterwards. There was 
a feature, he says, “on 100 ways to please your man. 
and I thought, three of these would be enough for me...” 
I think few doubt that Piers is sharp enough. Or am- 
bitious enough. (“All journalists should be ambitious. 

I want all my staff to want my job”) Or 
egocentric enough. But is he the right 
guy for The Mirror? I*m just not sure. 
? But that’s OK, because I don’t think 
} anyone else is, either. 

Anyway we meet at his office on the 
22nd floor at Canary Wharf Tbwer. A big 
man, with a big fece and small eyes and 
highly-polished, black shoes, he 
dashes in a few minutes late. He 
says he's sorry but it's his wife’s 
birthday on Monday and he had 
to rush out to buy her a card. He 
\ has already bought her a present, 
yes. And? “It’s a trouser suit from 
Joseph. A light grey, creamy sort 
of thing." How lovely, I sigh envi- 
ously. For my last birthday I tell 
him, my loved one bought me a plas- 
tic nose on which to keep my spec- 
tacles. “God. If I bought that for 
my wife, she'd shoot me,” he 
cries happily. 

He gives me a tour 
of the newsroom 
and I get a 




quick run-down on tomorrow’s main stories. The first 
interview with an American woman whose estranged 
husband injected their baby with Aids, so he didn't haw 
to pay maintenance. “A great story." The continuing 
serialisation of Andrew Morton's Monica's Story, 
which Piers bought for £60.000, and which has attracted 
“an extra 300.000 readers a day". An update on baby 
Brooklyn. “A fantastic story for us. We're saying it's 
good Posh didn't conceive in Feckham. because then 
the baby would be Peckham Beckham. 1 say it's good 
we don’t all have to name our children after the places 
where the)' were conceived, because my own son 
might have found it cumbersome going through life 
known as A Quickie on the Back Seat, Just Outside 
The Dog & Duck." 

He introduces me to one of the long-standing fea- 
ture writers while he strides purposefully off to do some- 
thing else. The writer says Piers “is the best Mirror 
editor even and he's very kind. Just look at his face. 
It's as open as a frying-pan". Piers later says that, as 
an editor, you must be able to “ride rough-shod over 
the slings and arrows". 

A successful newspaper must have a clear identity, 
and that identity must obviously come from the edi- 
toc But is Piers Morgan The Mirror? And what is The 
Mirror now, anyway? 

Everyone seems to have a firm idea of what The 
Mirror once was. It was, they say, a great left-lean- 
ing. compassionate, campaigning newspaper, it was 
Paul Foot and John Pflger and lots of hiking through 
Cambodia. Possibly we have always overrated this per- 
iod in the paper's history, but even so, its identity was 
constructed for many years around a passionate 
concern for social issues, while giving a voice to the 
working classes. I think this is what Piers thinks he 
ought to regain. 

He does not frankly strike me as one otThe Mir- 
ror's natural constituents. I'm not here, referring to 
his salary -“What do I get? More than the Prime Min- 
ister...” or his flashy chauffeur-driven Jag or Merc 
or whatever it is. These things go with the job. No, 
what I am referring to are his basic values. His pol- 
itics. His lifestyle. 

His first editorship, at 28, he's now 33 - was on Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s extremefy right-wing News qfihe World. 
Although he now describes himself as “New Labour-ish", 
he used to be a big fan of Thatcher. “It's heresy for a 
Mirror editor to admit it but I did vote for hec yes." He’s 
an ex-public-schoolboy who intends to dispatch his own 
two sons - Stanley, two, and Spencer, five - to private 
schools at some point 

He has a tailor visit him here, in his office. “He brings 
shuts, cloth, shoes, everything. . He lives with his wife, 
a ward sister; in a big house in Wandsworth, south 
London. He holidays in the Caribbean, “usually some- 
where I’ve booked at the last minute, at great expense". 
He likes Marco Pierre White’s restaurants “because he 
always brings out a £3.000 bottle of desert wine. He's 
a card." I'm not sure he’s ever had deep concerns 
about the NHS. 

I think he thinks that he connects with bis 
readers on the terraces. He is mad for Ar- 
senal he says. “If you asked me what 
would be worse, getting sacked, or 
Dennis Bergkamp breaking both 
legs and never being able to 
play again, then Td say 
Bergkamp breaking 
bis legs." 
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Town hail cabals 

Sin In publicising the threat to 
democracyfrom Labour’s town ball 
“reforms 7 ’ (letter 5 Man*) 
Councillor Margaret Utile has done 
your readers agreat service Does 
the Government really think the 
Westminster system -secretive, 
co nfrontational and antiquated - 
has been such a huge success that 
“cabinets" should be foisted on 
councils throughout the land? 

My own authority recently tried 
out die new ideas in a day-long 
role-play arranged by the Local 
Government Management Board. 
It swiftly became apparent that 
our seven-strong “cabinet" (drawn 
from all three political parties) was 
seriously overloaded: scrutinising 
the cabinet's operations effectively 
was difficult or impossible, and 
back-bench councillors were set to 
become as marginalised as their 
hapless counterparts at 
Westminster. 

The result of these changes is 
likely to be a further exodus of 
capable people from local 
government. All parties find it hard 
to recruit candidates to serve as 
councillors at the moment and the 
new system will worsen the 
problem. If power is to be 
monopolised by cabals of officials 
and senior councillors, the rest will 
have little incentive to serve as 
lobby-fodder (unpaid) and may 
seek other ways of serving the 
community. 

Councillor ALAN HAYMAN 
Chairrruxn, 

Public Protection Committee 
Colchester Borough Council 
Colchester, Essex 

Sir. I share Councillor Margaret 
Little's concern. The creation of a 
mayor or leader with a small 
“cabinet” of senior councillors will 
lead to the formation of oligarchies 
to which promotion is likely to be 
by patronage, and where the 
influence of the remaining 
councillors will be small 

Additionally, there is no mention 
in the Government’s proposals of 
either town or parish councils. I 
suspect that this primary level of 
local government will be left to 
wither and in time to disappear. 
HARRY CUNLIFFE 
Member, East Hampshire 
District Council 
WatedoovULe , Hampshire 

Europe vs America 

Sir. Several of your correspondents 
on the subject of the euro are at last 
getting to the heart of the matter 
(letters, 4 March). The issues are 
sovereignty and national identity 
but not in the way that the tabloid 
press and the Tbry party see them. 

British sovereignty has been an 
illusion since 1945. British 
governments have been in hoc* to 
the USA ever since, both politically 
and economically. However this is 
dressed up, whether as the “special 
relationship" or pragmatic 
Antlantirism makes little 
difference. Britain is allowed to 
cultivate all the trappings of 
sovereignty- the monarchy, the 
pound and a thousand-year history 
- but it dances to the American 
tune. 

But what realty saddens me is 
the way in which our values and 
culture are being eroded by global 
(read American) culture and 
values. I often wonder how many of 
those who cheerfully sport casual 
wear bearing the words USA or the 
American flag are also opposed to 
the European Union and the euro. 

The only way to establish the 
realistic sovereignty we are 
entitled to as a medium-weight 
power to protect our way of life 
and culture, is to join with other 
vigorous, culturally independent 
and proud nations in a further 
integrated Europe. 

Can we stop pretending? 

PETER J KENNEDY 
Northampton 

Sin W H White contends that the 
case for an early referendum on 
EMU is compelling because, in its 
absence, the next general election 
will perforce, become the 
referendum (letter; 5 March). 

I think this view is mistaken. The 
next election will be decided on the 
record of the Government on a 
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range of policies and on the “voter 
appeal" of the main figures of the 
Labour and Conservative parties. 
The odds are against a narrowty 
based Conservative Party led by 
Hague or Portillo overturning the 
huge government majority. 

A second general election 
victory will enormously strengthen 
the Government's hand in 
recommending EMU to the 
country. 

In the same issue J W Smith of 
the UK Independence Party states 
that it is the pro-federalists (I hold 
up my hand) who win benefit from 
the intervention by Lord Owen and 
his New Europe movement I do not 
quite follow the reasoning, but it 
does seem that the various anti- 
eurogroups have become a sort of 
outdoor relief for superannuated 
politicians in search of an audience. 
They are welcome to them. 
GRAHAM PERKINS 
Bromyard. Herefordshire 

Sin I was amused by WH White's 
statement (letter 5 March) that 
the Conservatives “have a dear 
position [on Europe] and which is 
popular with the public”. 

In June, thqy will be asking us to 
vote for them, so they can take 
their seats with the European 
People's Party group in the 
European Parliament. Here is an 
extract from the EPP website; 

“The transition to the euro will 
permit greater prosperity new 
markets will be opened up and the 
consumer will be the main 
ultimate beneficiary.... The euro 
will give them the opportunity to 
increase their business." 

How can they stand on an anti- 
European. platform at home and 
join that very pro-European group 
in Brussels? 

JOEMcNAMEE 

Brussels 

Uganda massacre 

Sin In using the text from the note 
attached to one of the bodies in the 
dreadful Uganda massacre (report, 
5 March), your correspondent Lucy 
Hannan gives a misleading 
impression of the killers. 


The note has been misread A 
correct translation is: “Tins is the 
punishment of the Anglo-Saxons 
who have sold us [down the river]. 
You are protecting the minority 
and oppressing the majority” (She 
saw tons where Vous is written). 

Moreover; the language is not 
“schoolboy French”. It is language 
written by an educated person 
aware of the intricades of French 
g rammar All the endings and 
agreements which many students 
(and native speakers) of the 
language find so challenging are 
correct. The only anomaly is the 
elliptical Vodd punition, which is 
missing a “la” before the noun. 

Your report may thus suggest 
that the perpetrators were 
uneducated brutes. The written 
evidence suggests they were 
intelligent calculating, cold- 
blooded murderers. 

PAUL HICKMAN 
Lymtngton. 

Hampshire 

Sir I was horrified by Duide 
Powell’s lack of compassion for the 
victims of the massacre in Uganda 
and their families (letter; 6 March). 
Personally, I regard being hacked 
to deathly a gang wielding 
machetes with the aim of bringing 


Sin David Aaronovitch 
(Comment, 2 March) omits one 
very important attribute of 
British racial prejudice: 
condescension. The British do 
not hate foreigners; they feel 
sorry for them, for not being 
British. Being neither black 
nor Jewish. I have not 
experienced the most rabid 
form of prejudice. In most 
cases I am looked upon with 
puzzled amusement and 
surprise that there are indeed 
Italians who are not in the 
catering or ice-cream business! 
SERGIO VIGGIANI 
London SW2 

Sin Yasnun Alibhai-Brown, 
giving sound reason, claims 
“Every mixed race marriage is 


their cause to the world's attention 
as a sign of just how evil human 
beings can be, rather than an 
“unpleasant consequence” of 
foreign travel. 

ANTHEAROWE 

Lancaster 

Owners of the land 

Sir Knoydart and Balthos 
represent further plurality of 
tenure which is welcomed by the 
Scottish Landowners' Federation 
and I am sure everyone will wish 
the enthusiasm and 
imaginativeness of those 
concerned to be rewarded by 
success, both in the short and 
longer terra (“Mystery gift to 
Knoydart fond puts estate in 
settlers' hands", 3 March). 

As taxpayers we all have a stake 
in Knoydart and it will be 
interesting to learn in due course 
the extent of the precedent now 
established and bow the Secretary 
of State justifies the “last brick in 
the wall" where special cases are 
concerned 

At the same time the SLF will 
wish to ensure that market forces 
are not so compromised as to 
deter the entry of new private 
capital into Scotland, especially on 


account of emerging proposals 
now rendered even more 
incomprehensible given that 
Knoydart and Balthos were 
achieved without recourse to 
statute. 

There may well be further buy- 
outs. In the meantime we shall be 
recommending landowners and 
local groups to seek opportunities 
for co-operation to their mutual 
benefit in line with our draft code 
of practice instead of looking to 
legislation which, it is becoming 
increasingly clear, is neither 
wanted nor needed. 

ANDREW D1NGWALL- 

FORDYCE 

Convener 

Scottish Landowners’ Federation 
Edinburgh 

Sir. The readers of Historical 
Notes on l March (“Private 
property is a public asset too") 
learned that “landowners have 
been gradually forced to accept ... 
public footpaths". This is incorrect 
for the great areas of Midland 
England which were subject to 
Enclosure Acts. 

In the case of Flore parish the 
Act of 1778 made provision for 
various public and private rights of 
way, including footpaths “and that 
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building a better Britain” 
(Comment, 4 March) while 
Alex Woolf Getter, same date) 
comments on the inability of 
journalists to “distinguish 
between Tace’ and ’ethnicity' 
My father is of an Asian and my 
mother of a European 
ethnicity I prefer “mixed race" 
to “half-caste”, but consider 
“compound ethnicity” more 
appropriate and accurate. The 
components of a mixture 
undergo no chemical change, 
whereas chemical bonds are 
involved in the formation of a 
compound. If I am a mixture, 
who determines which parts 
are from which parent? Is my 


leg from Punjab and my arm 
from Norfolk? 

DAVID DEAN 
Leigh. Lancashire 

Sin Deborah Orr (Comment, 5 
March) states lung cancer kiQs 
around 120,000 people each 
year mid then goes on to write: 
“If we can’t work out bow to 
turn people off from cigarettes, 
then we're not going to stamp 
out other and more serious 
drug abuses either.” What are 
these more serious drag 
abuses? Does any other drug 
cause such a seriously high 
mortality rate? Perhaps she 
realty means less socially 
acceptable drug abuses. 

DAVE HASTINGS 
LondonN22 


it shall not be lawful for any Person 
or Persons, after the setting out of 
such new Roads or Wavs, to use or 
claim the Use of any Roads or 
Ways, either public or private, 
through the same new Inclosures 
or Allotments, or any Part thereof, 
either on Foot or with Horses. 
Cattle or Carriages". 

Though there were some 
objections to the Enclosure Acts 
the process was democratic and 
expensive. The landowners had 
their say. and often wanted the 
footpaths to allow their workers to 
get to work. 

No doubt as agriculture 
declines and the land goes to 
waste, more liberal access will be 
legalised. Meanwhile Marion 
Sboardhas no right to roam and 
should stick to the footpaths. If she 
wants to go off the paths to geta 
better photograph she can ask 
permission. 

JOHN M SMITH 
Secretary 

Flore Heritage Society 
Flore, Northamptonshire 

No male feminists 

Sin Robert G Brew objects to 
Germaine Greer’s implication that 
men cannot be feminists (letter, 5 
March). However, the desire to 
exdude men from the definition of 
feminist is perfectty 
understandable. 

Women's lives have been and 
continue to be colonised and 
controlled by men. The notion of 
the male feminist can be seen as a 
continuation of this colonisation. 
How long before men insist that 
they can do feminism better than 
women can, just as the literature 
on transsexualism sometimes 
implies that surgically produced 
faux women can do womanliness 
better than women can? 

Callyourselfa critic of gendered 
power relations by all means, Mr 
Brew, but consider the message 
that is conveyed by men laying 
pJaim to feminist status. 

Dr ADRIAN COYLE 
Department cf Psychology 
University qf Surrey 
Guildford 


Polite applause 

Sir I read with great amusement 
Philip Hcnshcr's piece an 
.mvptabli' behaviour at fttrsijhi 
fit’s all over when the fat bloke 
snores". 5 March). He mentions 
that one isn’t supjjosed lo applaud 
at die end of the first act 

1 can remember the days when 
applause was not permitted even ■ 
at the end of the performance. 

Then, about Myvars ago, CanveA 
Garden decided that applause at* 
the end would be permissible and I 
was present at the first night of this 
great innovation. At the end of the 
performance the cast can w before 
the curtain looking duty solemn 
and bowing way stightty at our. 
decorous dapping (no shouts of 
••Bravo" or anything so shocking). 

The following morning in The 
Timtx there was o furious piece by 
their then critic WiUiam Mann and 
1 was astonished to read that we. 
the audience, had behaved “like 
teenagers at a Beatles concert". 
JOAN M EARNS 
Marlborough. Wiltshire 

Sir It isa pity that Philip Hensher 
did not take the trouble to check his 
facts before bursting into print with :. 
yet another media piece lampoon®)* 
opera. Had he done so. be would 
heave learnt that the “snorer” was a 
patron suffering from severe 
breathing difficulties, who had to be 
carried from the stage box to 
receive emergency treatment 
MAGGIE SEDWARDS 
Director of Public Relations • .. 
English National Opera 
London WC2 ■' ~ 

Sir. Philip Hensher comments on . 
snoring during ParsifuL \fes. this 
production is certainty’ different 
but is not boring! " 

I am neither stuffy nor elitist - 
but my idea of heaven is attending 
an opera performance unmaned 
by rustling sweets, retrieving , 
tissues from handbags, (get them 
rea<ty' beforehand!) and. far wane, 
constant chattering and fidgeting. 

If this seems impossible for some * 
people. I respectfully suggest that 
they view opera videos at home/or 
find another activity to which they . 
are better suited. 

All producers. I am sure, wish 
their audiences to see and hear 
dearly, whether a modem or a 
traditional production. 

JUDY COOK 
London N3 

Definitions of death 

Sir: I have been following the 
debate on organ transplants in 
your letters column with interest 

Hie popular perception has 
always been that before the start of . 
organ retrieval the ventilator 
would be switched off and that the 
heart, starved of oxygen, would 
consequently cease to beat Death, 
as the public understands it would r 
occur before the first incision. 

Clearly that is aotso. 

The man or woman who signs a 
doom* card is not told that “after 
my death" is held by those who will 
accept his or her offer as meaning 
“after I am beyond recovery". In 
his mind there is a vast difference 
between being doomed to die and 
being a corpse, so many consents 
have been fraudulently obtained. 
ESME M S THOMPSON 
Hampton Wick, Surrey 

And finally... 

Sir Wtould somebody please explain - 
to me whymovinga television news ' 
programme, however worthy from - 
ope part of the evening to another - 
constitutes something approaching- „ 
a national crisis? 

I have read the agonisings over’ ' 
the move of News at Ten with 
growing incomprehension. Now I 
read in your leader of 6 March that 
“the ending ofNetos at Ten... isa 
real threat not only to our cultural . . 
life but to our democratic 
citizenship'’. Does that mean that 1 
will not be able to vote in the next ] 
election, or that moving the news 
will result in Britain becoming a 
totalitarian regime? Or could it be i 

that the media have become 
obsessed with their own “. j 

i mport ance? . .' j 

PETER J SCHEUER ■ : 

London NWU 


Is it news or nonsense? You, the public, can now decide 


HOW CLOSELY do you follow the 
news? Did you know, for instance, 
that News at Ten is no longer 
called that, but is now News at 
Some Other Time ? And that it has 
been replaced by a new pro- 
gramme called Some Dreary Old 
Movie With Lots of Advertising 
Revenue Capability ? Did you 
know that the BBC has a 24-hour 
news service called Yes, Sir John, 
No, Sir John, Three Bogs PuU, Sir 
John ? Did you know that when 
Lord Denning died, more than 75 
per cent of people had no idea he 
had still been alive ? 

If so. you are well prepared to 
enter our great news quiz, the 
first of 1999. All you have to do is 
study tiie following news stories (of 
which one is true) and decide, 
using skill memory. luck and sense 
of smefl, which one is the true one. 


LffeHh Whterhouse has a new pUty 
on the road called Bing Bong. As 
you might expect from the title, it 
is all about the demise of News at 
Ten and the surprise appointment 
of Trevor McDonald as the new 
Poet Laureate. Criticism of the 
move, on the grounds that Trevor 
McDonald has never written a 
poem in his life, are countered by 
revelations that, from now on. the 
Poet Laureate will not be required 
to write any poetry as such, only 
wander aimlessly from bar to bar 
in Soho, reminiscing about Jeffrey 
Bernard and the good old days. 

2. A group of children in a small vil- 
lage in Portugal claim to have 
seen Monica Lewinsky in a vision. 
She appeared to them for three 
minutes, and told them that they 
should be good boys and girls, and 


never go to the big dty, and that if 
they did, they should never be in the 
same room done with an important 
personage, and that if they were un- 
able to avoid it they should at least 
have a tape recorder running. She 
then sold them a copy of the And- 
rew Morton book, and vanished. 

3. The reason that nothing much 
has been heard on the General 
Pinochet front for a little while now, 
is that General Pinochet died in his 
rented house in England two weeks 
ago, and the whole thing has been 
kept extremely hush-hush. The 
British Government has not been 
quite sure what they should do 
about this new situation, knowing 
that the news that the late dictator 
(tied while in British hands will 
cause grave uproar in Chile. They 
have now decided to have the late 


Miles 

Kington 

A group of children in a 
village in Portugal claim 
to have seen Monica 
Lewinsky in a vision 

General's body extradited to Spain, 
where he may well have to go on 
trial posthumously. 


4. The Flaming Ferraris were the 
high-flying group of City operators, 
including Jeffrey Archer’s son 
James, who were fired for break- 
ing City regulations. 

The name “Flaming Ferraris" 
came from the name of their 
favourite cocktail. Archer Junior is 
now following his father’s advice to 
bounce back from disaster with a 
best-seller; by writing a new cock- 
tail recipe book which includes 
such concoctions as “Lord Mayor’s 
Folly”, “Like Father Like Son", 
“Victoria Station Virgin", “Spotty 
Back”, “Grantchester Gamble", 
and “Flaming Plagiarism". 

5. After the Millennium Dome has 
been in use for a year as a Millen- 
nium Dome, it will be sold to Mc- 
Donald's Hamburgers and used as 
the biggest burger outlet and take- 


away place in Europe. They reck- 
on the smeil of frying will be not- 
iceable as far away &s Maidstone, 
and the trail of litter could read! as 
far as Dover. 

6. Bath Football Club, home of 
Bath's famous rugby football team, 
wants to build a new stand on 
their ground next to the river Avon. 
However the terms under which 
they have the land forbid them to 
build any more permanent struc- 
tures. They intend to get round this 

by building a new stand with a flat 
roof that will retract into the 
ground when not in use, and as the 
fiat roof will have turf on It, the top 
erf the stand will then merge into the 
surrounding playing field. How 
they will stop the Avon and the 
water table filling the stand with 
water when underground has not 


been explained. Local wags claim 
that the new stand will be used to 
house visiting opposition fans, who 
can then be lowered out of sight as 
and when necessary. 

ANSWER: I am afraid the quiz was 
not very hard this week as, dearty 
the only true one was the one 
about Madeleine Albright, Robin 
Cook, the seven dwarfs and the big 
inflatable banana. No, as you ware : 
-toe lawyers derided I couldn't use ! 
that one. 

So it must have been the one. 
about Bath Football Chib. Apityas 
I realty wanted to use the two 
stories I also came across, head- 
lined “Driver Killed By Flying 
Cow", and “Player Murdered By 
Referee", which were both ab- 

sototely genuine, but which I feared 
you (night not believe. 
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You don’t need any 
^gimmicks for a good 
budget, Chancellor 
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“NO MORE on tobacco; a penny on beer; something on dogs 
and pools, but not on horses; increase in purchase tax, but 
only on articles now taxable; profits tax doubled" Hugh Dal- 
ton’s hurried leak of the main points of his 1947 budget mat- 
tered because the measures were immediate: they had a 
direct i mp ac t on people's lives within days. 

Today, budgets and budget leaks are very different All 
the important government decisions about the next financial 
year have already been taken. We know that tax on cigar- 
ettes and petrol will go up, child benefit will be increased, 
and the burden of National Insurance contributions will be 
shifted up the income scale, because they were announced 
last yean Gordon Brown’s purpose when he rises to speak 
tomorrow, apart from fine-tuning policy over the next three 
years, is largely presentationaL 

Not that this is necessarily a bad thing The Chancellor 
can reasonably argue that he and his colleagues are en- 
gaged ina nugor overhaul of the tax system, and have begun 
a series of significant changes in the management erf public 
finances, but that it requires a big occasion like the Bud- 
get to focus people’s attention on the wider picture. 

Equally, the practice of using the budget to announce 
changes one or two years in advance, or permanent 
“escalators” such as the annual increase in petrol duty has 
developed since Dalton’s day. And that is a good thing since 
it allows government and businesses to plan ahead further 
than 12 months. 

Where the Government has a problem is that budget leaks 
are also largely presentational too, in that they are more 
to do with the airworthiness of kites and the adjusting of 
expectations than they are to do with the contents of the 
Budget itself! Moreover; one reason why the big picture is 
so elouefy is because the Government has tried to tab? cred- 
it for things before they happen. The £40bn extra for health 
and education, for examp le, does not begin to be spent until 
next month - and then it is spread over three years. In real 
life, we are still in the two-year alleged squeeze imposed 
by sticking to “Tory spending limits”. 

Sadly, the Conservative party continues to fail the pub- 
lic, as the official Opposition is still the last place the hon- 
est voter would turn to for the truth about how his or her 
taxes are spent The fuss William Hague’s student polit- 
icians made last week about the Prime Minister ’s admis- 
sion that “the tax burden will increase over this Pariiameot” ’ 
was extraordinary, given that Tony Blair's sentence con- 
tinued “at or below the level predicted fay the Conserva- 
tives in their last budget”. 

It is left to Malcolm Bruce of the liberal Democrats to 
provide the only serious critique of Mr Brown’s steward- 
ship. Mr Bhkk is ri^topotot out that Labour is too driven 
by presentational needs. The idea of a lOp-in-the-pound start- 



ing rate ofincome tax is a good example: it steals the Tory o r ii- 

language of tax cuts in a way which helps the less well-off; ^UDpOrtllli? lCUQclllSIXL 
but a more efficient way to achieve the same end is simply 


to raise the threshold at which people start to pay tax. 

If Mr Brown can avoid such gimmickry, then tomorrow 
could be a turning-point, as the Government moves out of 
what the Prime Minister described as the “post-euphoria, 
pre-delivery phase" into the period of“making a difference” 
Next month sees not only another big rise in child bene- 
fit, and the start of extra spending on schools and the NHS, 
but also the start of the national minimum wage. 

Meanwhile, the way the Government plans and controls 
public spending is being transformed fay a system of per- 
formance targets and “contracts" between departments and 
the Treasury, hardly noticed outside Whitehall. 

The Budget may have become a right media circus, but 
it can still serve a valuable purpose, provided that we look 
for the slow and deep in Mr Brown’s speech and do not get 
distracted by the flashy surface. 


is a step into the past 


THE EMIR of B ahrain, Sh eikh Isa bin S nlman al-Khalifa, 
dies. His eldest son. Sandhurst-trained and American educ- 
ated, the 49-year-old Prince Hamad, takes over without a 
ripple of discontent We should all be relieved. 

Or should we? Just as in Jordan, Britain and America are 
committed to supporting a royalist succession from the mil- 
itary, with ne’er a nod in the direction of the pluralism and 
democracy which we are so busily demanding of Iraq. It’s 
a course that suits our purposes in B ahrain, where we need 
the Gulf bases for our aircraft and our ships. But is it a course 
that suits the Middle East, and our own long-term interests? 

As the price of oil falls, straining the finances even of Saudi 
Arabia, let alone Bahrain, and as Islamic militancy rises, the 
feudal-ways of absolute rulers are becoming less and less 


sustainable in the Middle East Even less defensible in pop-} 
ular eyes are regimes that support the relentless Anglo 
American bombing of Iraq - made all the worse by the 
arbitrary change in the rules of engagement in the no-fly 
zones of northern and southern Iraq. 

Acclaiming the succession of another pro-Western royal 
ruler in the Gulf is not an acclamation of the future, but a 
step back to our colonial past 


Lib Dems need a fight 


SO, FAREWELL then Paddy. You are off. But not yet His part- 
ing gift to his party is a huge missed opportunity. What the 
lib Dems need above all is media coverage, and they could 
have had it AD they needed was a knock-down, drawn-out 
lip-splitting leadership contest The paparazzi would have been 
camped outside Jackie Ballard’s door. David Rendel would 
have been as much a household name as David Beckham. 
And the party would have shot up in the opinion polls. 


Can a Scottish politician lead a UK 
party in the era of home rule? 


And finally- 


; ■ J/j lflfcnei 

QW *3 

• •• • dnntrii 




AT 3.30PM tomorrow the British 
Chancellor will rise in the House of 
Commons to deliver his third budget 
a statement of profound importance 
to the entire UK economy. Gordon 
Brown is 48 and at the peak of his 
powers. There is no reason to suppose 
that when, at some point Tony Blair 
decides to stand down as Prime Min- 
ister Brown would not be a candidate, 
perhaps easily the front-running 
candidate, to succeed him. After all, 
.James Callaghan, another and (to 
judge by Brown’s performance so 
far; much less successful chancellor 
succeeded Harold Wilson, a politician 
of his own generation, in 1976. Indeed 
this was a point that Callaghan him- 
self made to Brown when be wrote 
him a graceful letter after Brown an- 
nounced he was not standing for the 
party leadership in 1994. 

No reason, that is, except one. 
Which is that because Brown sits for 
a Scottish constituency, and because 
the Scottish Parliament will, by the 
time the Labour leadership becomes 
an issue, have been running for sev- 
eral years, there will, so the argument 
goes, no longer be an appetite in 
England for a Scottish prime minis- 
ter So many issues, from health to 
education, from local government to 
law and order, will be decided not by 
the UK Government but fay an exec- 
lfefye answerable to the Scottish Par- 
liament, that Brown would either 
have to transfer to an English seat or 
give up any hopes of the premiership. 

This is a deeply controversial 
doctrine, advanced, nevertheless, by 
some people in New Labour as if it 
were obvious. It has seldom been 


openly debated for the simple reason 
that the Labour leadership is not an 
issue at present, and is unlikely to be 
for several years, and that of all those 
currently possible runners in the 
Tory party, none are Scots. 

But it now promises to be thrown 
into sharper relief by the leadership 
contest that will follow the departure 
of Paddy Ashdown, who gave his 
valedictory Liberal Democrat con- 
ference speech in E<finburgh yester- 
day. There are three potential Scottish 
candidates to succeed Ashdown: 
Charles Kennedy, Menzies Campbell 
and Malcolm Bruce; and two of them 
- Kennedy; who has decided to run, 
and Campbell, who will not make up 
his mind until after the May Scottish. 
Welsh and local government elec- 
tions - are front-runners. Suddenly 
there is a new question in British pol- 
itics: can a Scottish politician lead a 
UK party, in the era of home rule? 

This is not yet the central issue of 
the submerged but lively leadership 

campaign, which is already under way 
despite the exhortations of the current 
leadership that it should not be. And 
given that the Scottish Parliament will 
not assume its powers unto next 
year, it may not become so. So far the 
jostling by a dauntiogiy large number 
of candidates for a small party is over 
the question of future relations with 
a Labour government. Kennedy, 
currently seen as the man to beat, is 
widely assumed, at least in Downing 
Street to be “coalitionable", despite 
his criticisms of Baddy Ashdown’s fre- 
netic and sometimes rather uncol- 
T pgifltp pursuit, of even-closer links with 
Labour Campbell, if he runs, certainly 



Donald 

MACINTYRE 

The Liberal Democrats 1 
leadership contest will throw 
die issues surrounding 
devolution into sharp relief 


is. The rest of the candidates fall into 
two other camps: those broadly in 
fevour of the “project” of dose co- 
operation with Labour but not of a 
Kennedy leadership - Don Fbster 
and Nick Harvey, who for reasons of 
ambition has unceremoniously 
dumped his once highly Eurosceptic 
views; and those broadly against 
Kennedy and the so-called “project” 
- Simon Hughes, David Rendel, 
Jackie Ballard and Malcolm Bruce. 

Nevertheless, the candidates with 
easily the most attractive and highest 
profiles among voters outside the 
party are both. Scots: Kennedy and 
Campbell. Kennedy is something of a 
media star who can claim an honoured 
place in the party’s history by having 
boldly- as an SDP member in 1987 - 
foughthiswayoutofDrDavid Owen's 
dutches to back a merger with the 


liberals, while Campbell is a QC and 
former Olympic sprinter who has a 
wealth of experience, especially in 
foreign affair s. 

Given that their most serious op- 
ponents are English, it would be sur- 
prising if their Scottishness did not 
become an issue once the campaign 
gets openly under way after the 
European elections in June - espe- 
cially if Campbell does disappoint his 
old friend Kennedy by runnkig. All the 
more so since only 6 per cent of the 
party’s membership live in Scotland 
and the heaviest concentration of 
members is in London, the South and 
south-west England. The temptation 
to suggest that Scottish politicians 
have made their bed in the Edinburgh 
Parliament and should no longer 
daim the right to lead a UK party may 
prove irresistible. Indeed, mutter- 
ings to that effect are already audible. 

But while it would not be a sur- 
prising factor it would be a deform- 
ing one. For a start it would be 
especially inappropriate in a party 
which, in stark contrast to Labour 
actually has a policy to deal with the 
West Lothian question, namely why 
Scottish MPs should have' the right to 
vote in Westminster on issues exclus- 
ive to England and Whies when, in 
their own country those same issues 
are dealt with in Edinburgh. Because 
the Liberal Democrats, at least nom- 
inally, are a federalist party, wishing 
to see the same decentralisation of 
democratic government to every part 
of the UK it would be especially per- 
verse to stop anyone from any part of 
it from becoming leaden 

But, for reasons much larger than 


the internal politics of the Liberal 
Democrats, the predusion of Scottish 
MPs from British leadership is a 
deeply dangerous doctrine. Kennedy 
of course, is fortunate that Ashdown 
has stood down now. For while it may 
be only half an issue at the moment, 
it could be much bigger once the 
Scottish Parliament is operating. If - 
as stfll seems likely -he does inherit 
from Ashdown, stand by to hear 
people say that he win be the last Scot- 
tish leader of a British political party. 

But this neither should, not; I sus- 
pect, will be true. First, while it may 
be the line of least resistance, in 
dealing with the profound and still - 
in England - underestimated conse- 
quences of devolution, it is a cop-out 
It would mean that the English would 
be ensuring that the downward and 
slippery slope to separation has sud- 
denly steepened. Labour politicians 
who pretend that there isn’t going to 
be a UK problem as a result of devo- 
lution, and that the West Lothian 
question is some wispy construct of 
constitutional theorists, should wake 
up. There is an urgent need to find 
ways of answering it - for example, 
through the Westminster Parliament 
meeting in English- and Welsh-only 
cpggrnns tn riprirte English- and Ufolgh- 
only issues. That makes sense; keep- 
ing Scots out of party leaderships or; 
for that matter; Downing Street, 
doesn’t The big decisions which in- 
creasingly preoccupy Prime Ministers 
are economic, European, global - af- 
fecting those in Scotland as much as 
those in England. And, who knows? In 
a few years, we may need a Scottish 
Prime minister to save the Union. 


Quote of the Day - 


“I don’t think we have failed, we have just found another 
way that doesn't work" 

AndyElson, 

would-be round-the-world balloonist 


Thought for the Day 


“The chief attraction of military service has consisted, and 
will consist, in compulsory and irreproachable idleness.” 
Count Leo Tolstoy, 

Russian novelist 
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THE IMPOSITION of the mini- 
mum wage and restrictions on 

the length of the working week, 
not to mention the launch of the 
euro, have taken a huge toll on 
small firms. It is time to give 
them something back. 

$ Entrepreneurs must be en- 
couraged with tax breaks to aid 
' research and training of staff 
two of their biggest financial 
burdens. Brown should also 
spell out quite specifically how 
he intends to reform capital 
gains tax, a move which would 


help both cash strapped firms 
and the growing band of busi- 
ness angels who are increas- 
ingly funding some of our 
brightest business hopes. 
Scotland on Sunday 


MONITOR 


vigorous polity response. 
The Observer 


AS THE Chancellor knows, the 
greatest threat to his plans 
lies outade Britain. Wall Street 
is valuing American shares 
more highly than it ever has 
this century propeffing US con- 
sumption, and stopping the 
global economy from an other- 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

The Sunday press gives advice to the 
Chancellor for the Budget 


wise certain recession. IfWaU 
Street were to come back to 
earth and US growth to falter, 
the whole economic story 
would change. Mr Brown 
would have to spend and bor- 


row aggresavdy to stave off re- 
cession, and subsequently to 
broaden the taxbase. Hie open 
question is whether over- 
cautious New Labour could 
ever countenance such a 


TONY BLAIR and Gordon 
Brown are putting the final 
touches to the Budget this 
weekend. A number of moves 
are confidently predicted. The 
> erosion of mortgage tax relief 
and increase in stamp duty 
will hit home owners. Smokes 
will go up by more than drink. 
But the overriding theme will 
be to prepare Britain for the 
euro and the death of the 


pound. And you can bet on 
thatnot being part of the Bud- 
get speech. 

News of die World 


PUTTING THE price of petrol 
up again will not stop people 
using their cars; there is often 
no choice. It merely hits those 
who can least afford it The only 
way to stop people driving is to 
deliver cheap, reliable and safe 
public transport And 
haven’t yet got that 
Sunday Mirror 


we 
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PANDORA 


Come clean on money laundering 


JANCIS ROBINSON has learnt 
the hard way that no good 
deed goes unpunished. 
Britain’s formidable first lady 
of wine recently offered a bed 
to a hippie-dippy mate at the 
faraflfoi chateau she shares 
with the restaurant maven 
Nick Lander But the couple 
were suddenly called back to 
these shores on business. The 
hospitable Robinson gener- 
ously left out a selection of 
fine wines for her viator to 
enjoy in his hosts’ absence. 

He chugged the tot And then 
progressed to the cellar; 
where the greedy guest went 
i on a vintage binge that wiped 
; out the fruits of more than 10 
years of oenological research. 
But this setback hasn't de- 
; terred Robinson (pictured) 

: and Lander from reaching out 
to City types this Friday, when 
the couple wfil lead a vine 
stomp at toe Honourable Ar- 
tillery Company, in aid of 
Comic Relief. It's more red 
toes than red nose: partici- 
pants need only stump up a 
fiver and don a T-shirt plus 
shorts to tread some grapes 
and raise their share of Wine 
Reliefs Elm target Registra- 
tion before 12 March is 
mandatory; details from Sue 
Hall on 0171-409 0494 (fax 
0171-409 1018). 


THE ub Perns 1 very own Mr 
Voltage has once more 
shown that his party has its 
finger on the pulse of pop 
life. Their constitutional 
spokesman Bob Madennan 
has written an opera about 
“a Scottish martyr who's 
transported to Australia'’. A 
sure-fire vote-winner, or 
what? Someone should tell 
him about Flat Eric. 


LETS SAVE William Hague 
toe trouble of looking over his 
shoulder Michael Portillo 
continues to stalk him. Latest 
si ghting of toe Spanish By guy 
was at a dinn er for Hammer- 
smith Conservatives. He was 
introduced by a local prande 
dame who promised to “give 
Michael Portillo's distin- 
guished biological details". 
Realising her Freudian slip, 
she hurriedly corrected her- 
self by saying she would de- 
scribe “all the positions 
Michael Portillo has held in 
the Cabinet". 


TED D ANSON, who played 
Sam, the Red Socks jock, in 
Cheers, has found himself 
catching flak in a whole new 
ball game. Dan son. co- 
founder of the green pres- 
sure group American 
Oceans Campaign, is ^ 
toe keynote speaker 
at the International 
OD Spill Confer- Jt 
ence, an industry 
beanfeast marking ■ ; 

the I Oth anniver- Ph 

sary of toe Exxon _ 

Valdez dis- • 7 "'X . 


fast, mainfy from some 
40,000 Alaskans who rite 
new scientific research sug- 
gesting they're stZU suffer- 
ing toe effects of toe U 
milli on gallons of crude oil 
dumped on their shores by 
the grounded tanker “It's 
an act of unmitigated gall,” 
say protesters, who’ve writ- 
ten to Danson pointing out 
that Exxon is sponsoring the 
conference through an in- 
dustry organisation. “If you 
speak, you’ll be lending your 
credibility to Exxon's tics..." 
The greenies allege that 
Exxon “has not paid a 
penny” of a £&5bn fine im- 
posed by a federal court 
four years ago. As a real-life 
environmentalist, who for 
years played a barman on 
TV doesn’t Danson know oil 
and water don't mix? 


aster on 24 
March. 

The 

curve- , 

balls are 
coming J 
in thick I 
and I 




PERHAPS JERKY Springer’s 
jaunt to these shores will in- 
spire a kindlier; gentler freak 
show. Instead of screening the 
Paula Yates debade, UK Liv- 
ing could thrill us with more 
relevant topics - “Honey I 
jumped a queue”, “Identical 
twins who share the same al- 
lotment”, or “At weekends I 
secretly drive a Morris 
Minor". 


FORTUNE, THE corporate 
business magazine, an 
innovative new gimmick for 
spicing up bland business 
stories - topless women. A 
recent feature was illustrat- 
ed with an eye-catching • 
snap of bar^bosomed Tro- 
briand Islanders. The fea- 
ture was about finding the 
right job. Wired, the nerdish 
journal of cutting-edge tech, 
is at it too: a recent issue in- 
cluded a history of the vi- 
brator. So is this sexing up, 
or dumbing down? 


WHO’DATHUNKTT? IT was 38 
years before radio garnered 
an audience of 50 milli on. It 
took TV a quarter of a century 
less to reach the same pene- 
trative threshold. The Inter- 
net hit the 50 million mark in 
just four years. Yet four of the 
largest US-based media out- 
fits managed to lose £50m be- 
tween them online last year. 

In cyberspace, it seems, popu- 
larity doesn't predicate prof- 
itability. 


WEIGHT WATCHERS is run- 
ning a competition in which 
the first prize is a car. Run- 
ners-up win one of 25 pairs 
of Raleigh bikes. But as an 
eagle-eyed reader; May 
^ Bran ton of Edinburgh, 
points out, wasn’t it by 
Jttjk spending too much 
■E.. time in their cars 
wBr, and not enough on 
— their 
bikes 

1 con- 

^ Wf ■' testants got 
: V. into Weight 
W\ i Watchers in toe 
IU-V first place? 

Contact Pandora 
OTi- pandonugi 
rndependeni.co.uk 


THE BAD news, which, most people 
in Britain know by now, is that a 
$500,000 bung to the Democratic 
Party of the United States is about 
to put an end to the livelihoods of 
thousands of banana-growers in 
the Caribbean and many workers in 
the cashmere factories of the Scot- 
tish Borders. The worse news, 
which is antyjust dawning on many 
is that the struggling Caribbean is 
about to be bit fay a second, and per- 
haps more damaging, body blow. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office is publishing a White Paper 
next week which will threaten the 
administrations of Britain's 13 re- 
maining colonies with terrible pun- 
ishments if they do not halt their 
participation in toe trade ofhaadRng 
the cash generated from narcotics. 

At toe same time, the United 
Nations is convening a meeting of 
its Global Programme Against 
Money Laundering in Vienna in 
what will be a vain attempt to stop 
citizens of all nationalities handling 
those greasy bundles of soiled 
banknotes, or trading their worth 
over computer screens. 

This action is all part of that 
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The action is all pan of 
the misguided, 
unwinnable and often 
hysterical 'war on drugs' 

misgui ded, unwinnable and often 
hysterical “war on drugs”, which 
was originally a stratagem of the late 
and unlamen ted Richard Milhous 
Nixon to curry favour with the 
middle class of his country; and 
which rumbles on against aD logic 
to this day. As arty war does, the war 
on drugs creates chaos in its wake; 
such chaos is about to be wrought 


on the ‘Vfest Indies and other spots 
around the globe. 

Wherever it is attempted, toe * 
business of trying to stop money- 
laundering is as impractical an 
enterprise as trying to stop people 
taking narcotics, smoking tobacco 
or drinking alcohol. In the Twenties 
the US Congress decreed that al- 
cohol should not be sold. Reality 
ensured that Prohibition was re? 
sctnded a decade or so lata; but not 
before it had spawned generations 
of gangsters and enthroned cor- 
ruption in American police forces 

frnpi Manhattan fo Miami 

In a bid to achieve some success 
in their efforts today; governments 
engaged in the war on drugs are 
putting small and vulnerable 
economies in -their sights. They 
realise that they have about as 
much chance of stopping money- 
laundering in the myriad banks of 
Europe and toe United States as 
pigs have of flying. 

So they go for toe easier targets 
in places with tiny populations and 
ample administrative structures 
where everyone knows everyone 
else. They realise that by moving in 


on, say, toe British Virgin Islands, 
the Caymans or the Turks and 
Caicos they wiE, in fact, doTittle to 
halt the major money faunderers. 
But it will lock as though they are 
doing something about toe problem 
and getting some results. 

And this is not just opportunistic, 
it is also perverse. Decades ago Her 
Majesty's Government was en- 
couraging dote of Britidi islands in 
toe West Indies to go in for “finan- 
cial services”, for the ample reason 
that there was preqous fittie rise for 
-them to live off. The islanders, 
backed by creative financiers in 
the City, Amsterdam and Wall 
Street, quickly bunt up offshore 
emporiums. There, taxes could be 
avoided in comfort and uwwy could 
be swapped from round toe world 
via toe satellite communications 
which had been thoughtfully pro- 
vided by Cable and Wireless. ■’ 

Nowadays the financial fun and 
games that woe once encouraged 
are deemed to be evil, and have to 
be stopped. 'But today as in the Six- 
ties, the West Indians still have few 
alternative ways of making aliving. 
Sugar has long since stopped being 


the moe littie earner thatit once was 

and the local peasantry who grow 
h apanan most submit to the power 

of the cheque book belonging to Mr 

Big in Washington. Now they are 
being fold to bow gracefully out of 
the money business. 

And it is not only the peoples ot**» 
the Caribbean who are being 
affected. What, , for. instance, are 
the Gibraltarians supposed to live 

offtbese days iftoey are denied the 

fruits of money-laundering? The 
CoHd. War is over; toe Mediterranean 
- well, all right, the western 
Mediterranean - is at peace and the 
Rock has lost its once immense 
strategic significance. There is a 
limited demand among the people 
of Andalusia for the warm beer 

and cold flab and chips which the 
Gibraltarians used to sell at 
enormous profit to toe jolly tars of 
the Royal Navy. Their financial 
d ealings are one of the few lifelines 
they have left 

Robin Cook and toe United 
Nations must surety realise sooner 
or later that these latest campaigns 
of theirs are as unjustifiable as 
they ere futile. 


It’s dumb to say that culture 
is just plumbing the depths 


THE THESIS that some sort of 
“dumbing down” process is hap- 
pening to our culture, discussed in 
a series of articles last week in The 
Independent ,1 reject I don’t find toe 
evidence, quite the reverse. 

Here is one test My wife and Igo 
to toe cinema on a weekly basis. We 
make our choice from toe film re- 
views, generally picking toe critics' 
first or second recommendation. 
Inevitably, then, we mainly see 
Hollywood productions, with a leav- 
ening of art-house films. If we were 
going to find evidence of dumbing 
down, surely this is where it would 
be likely to appear Not a bit of it 

Out of, say 50 movies a year I am 
rarely disappointed. In recent 
weeks, out of Affliction, The Oppo- 
site of Sex, Shakespeare hi Love and 
Hideous ffirJcy, only toe last named 
fieD short-and even so there was the 
pleasure of Kate Winslet’s acting. I 
know that out of the 400 or so films 
a year that go round Britain’s cine- 
mas I have probably picked some of 
the best and that I might find many 
of the others, well, “dumb". None the 
less this is a good experiment be- 
cause film -making is always strongly 
driven by commercial consider- 
ations; it is notan art in which state 
subsidy plays much of a role. The 
studios are seeking to get their 
money back, and more. 

Aside from the cinema, most of us 
find that we are seeking relatively 
narrow ranges of cultural pleasures, 
because our interests differ one 
from another and the field is so vast 
Were dumbing down a serious 
threat, would we not find that these 
minority tastes were less and less 
well served? We would have noticed 
a deterioration over toe years. But 
wherever 1 look, comparing the 
Nineties with toe Fifties and Sixties, 
there has been not decline, but im- 
provement When I first discovered 
opera in my mid-twenties, apart 
from Gtyndeboume there were no 
regional opera companies. Either 
you went to London to hear live per- 
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My wife and I go to the 
cinema every week. 
Out of 50 movies a year, 
I am rarely disappointed 


formances, or you waited for the oc- 
casional regional tour Now, you can 
find centres of operatic excellence 
well away from the capital city. 

I reguiarty buy recorded music at 
toe local outlet of a national chain 
of music retailers. Downstairs there 
is avast emporium of popular music, 
while upstairs, in half toe space, clas- 
sical music is stocked. And here I 
have to marvel at the richness of 
what is available. 

Before going to a concert, I like 
to familiarise myself with music I 
don't know. I go to buy the CDs with 
the concert details in my hand. 
Since I have a passion at the moment 
for chamber music, my requests are 
for this trio, or that quartet, or a 
piano quintet by so and so, or what- 
ever - a minority interest if ever 
there were one. Yet this average 
shop, 10 minutes from my home, is 
almost always able to supply me im- 
mediatdy with what lam locking for; 
indeed, I can often choose from a 
number of different recordings. As 
I glance along the racks, I am as- 
tonished by the range. Do I seek 
Ehgtish choral music? It is there. Am 


I wanting contemporary music by 
German or American composers? 1 
will find it Is any of Chopitfs piano 
music missing? I doubt it 

lam equalty delighted by my local 
bookshop. While there is evidence 
that standards of literacy have de- 
clined, as people pay more attention 
to radio and tetevkonandless to toe 
printed page, this trend shows no 
sign of reducing toe supply of books. 
Recall the range of publications re- 
viewed in yesterday's newspapers. 
In iqy own case I make out a book 
list twice a yean As usual, juat be- 
fore Christmas I went to stock lip. I 
had Bryan Magee in mind. I have al- 
ways admired his ability to explain 
the work of the great philosophers, 
and since briefly dahhling in the 
subject at university I have never lost 
my interest --which is normally sat- 
isfied by reading nothing more ex- 
tensive than the occasional book 
review on for instance, a biography 
of Bertrand Russell. 

However tofa time I went further; 
and bought Mag ee ’s recently pub- 
lished The Story qf Philosophy. The 
text is everything for which I had 
hoped, but what surprised me was 
toe style of publication. The pub- 
lisher is Doiling Bndersley, cele- 
brated for its well-designed guides 
-Eyewitness travel guides -and for 
CD-Roms about the way things 
work, and for books such as Miriam 
Stoppard’s Questions Children Ask. 
But hare, the publisher’s skills have 
been applied to enhancing under- 
standing of philosophical concepts 
by means of wellrchosen fltustratioos 
and good design. 

There are three or four pictures 
on every one of the 230 pages, along 
with boxes containing nuggets of 
useful information in toe margins. 
It works welL A publisher such as 
Doriing Kindersley, whose shares 
are quoted on the stock exchange, 
would never contemplate such a 
venture if we really did live in a 
dumbed down age. 

Yes, argue toe supporters of the 




Smart and classy: Gwyneth Paltrow in ‘Shakespeare in Love* 


thesis, but look at television. There 
you will find many examples of 
dumbing down. Has not the BBC 
palpably reduced its standards? 
Nowadays, toe Corporation even 
transmits confessional talk shows 
with phoney guests in the after- 
noons; how much lower can you get? 
Just last week, toe House of Lords 
staged a debate on toe subject, in 
which assorted pears and baron- 
esses expressed their dismay. 

I find differently. Television may 
be primarily an entertainment med- 
ium, but coming a dose second is its 
role as an educate: It is still teach- 
ing me. I was completely absorbed, 
for example, fay the Monica Lewin- 
sky saga in an its aspects, from the 
President’s cigar to the impeach- 
ment provisions of the American 
constitution • 

Regarding the second item, the 
continuous television coverage of toe 
proceedings in the House of Rep- 


resentatives, and then in toe Senate, 
provided both by CNN and the BBC, 
enabled me to gain a deeper under- 
standing of the machinery of Amer- 
ican government I was fascinated 
by the debates, by bow they were 
conducted, by toe range of opinions 
that were expressed, and by the as- 
sumptions behind them. If television 
works for me in this valuable way, it 
must do so for everybody. 

And behind my good experiences 
lies a development which toe dumb- 
ing down school has failed to notice. 
Access to culture gets easier Multi- 
plex cinemas have increased the 
choice available to movie-goers. 
Music-lovers have benefited from 
toe old viqyl records being replaced, 
first with tapes and ften with com- 
pact discs. Book prices are falling. 
The multiplication of TV channels is 
a blessing, not a curse. Indeed, 
rather than dumbing down I believe 
toe nation is trading up. 
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4 SCIENTISTS OFTEN 

complain to me Hin t 

toe media misunder- 
stands their work. But 
I would suggest that, in fact, the 
reality is just the opposite, and 
that it is science which mis- 
understands media. 

LeTs be dear: all professions 
look bad in the movies. And 
there's a good reason for this. 
Movies dorit portray career 
paths,' they conscript interest- 
ing lifestyles to serve a plot. So 
lawyers are an unscrupulous 
and doctors are all uncaring. 
Psychiatrists are all crazy; and 
politicians are all corrupt All 
cops are psychopaths, and all 
businessmen are crooks. Even 
moviemakers come off badly, 
directors are megalomaniacs, 
actors are spoilt brats. Since aD 
occupations are portrayed neg- 
atively, why expect scientists to 
be treated differently? 

But wait, you may be think- 
ing. Don’t these movie images 
provide some insight into the at- 
titudes of the wider society? 
Don't they reflect society in 
some way? No. thqydonot; for 
proofofthat,you need only look 
at images of women in the fast 
50 years. Fifty years ago, 
movies were characterised by 
stror^ women - Joan Crawford, 


Barbara Stanwyck, Bette 
Davis. Women of intelligence 
and substance, women to be 
reckoned with. Since then, dur- 
ing a time of dramatic change 
for women in society, the 
movies have portrayed women 
primarily as giggling idiots or 
as prostitutes. 

I’ve said that scientists don't 
understand media, and one 
form of misunderstanding con- 
cerns why stories about the 
scientific method are as they 
are. I hear several principal 
oomplaints: unnecessary added 
plot faex, violence, explosions, 
etc); inaccurate and implausible 
plot devices and images. Pear- 
based and negative. 

Let’s take these in order 
Why are unnecessary razzle- 
dazzle ahA exaggerated plot el- 
ements meretriciously added? 
Well, because it’s a movie. 
Movies tell larger-than-life, 
exaggerated stories. Most fea- 
ture sex and violence, and ex- 
plosions whenever possible. As 
the movie mogul Sam Gddwyn 
said, “sex will outlive us all”. 

A variant complaint is to 
say the story doesn't need one 
or another dement. The Oxford 
biologist Richard Dawkins, 
whom I very much, admire, is 
quoted as saying “the natural 
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front a speech to the 
American Association 
of the Advancement of 
Science conference, in 
Anaheim, California 

world is fascinating in its own 
right. It realty doesn't need 
human drama to be fascinat- 
ing.” Of course the natural 
world is fascinating in its own 
right, but Jurassic Park isn't 
toe natural worid. The jungle is 
on a sound-stage at Universal 
It has been built to suit toe ac- 
tion; if an actor has to climb a 
tree, toe flberglas bark is sup- 
ported inside with metal gird- 
ers. It is lit by artificial light 


And, for the most part, the 
dinosaurs aren't on this set at 
all; they’re added late: by com- 
pute Professor Dawkins said 
he didn't know why you need- 
ed toe people in the story. The 
answer is that the person who 
dreamt up this particular fiction 
wanted it to be that way. It was 
written to revive toe corny 
movies of people and dinosaurs 
together that I had loved in 
childhood. King Kang, OneMiL- 
UcmYears BC, ah of that Juras- 
sic Phrfc is meant to stand in a 
long fine of related movies. It is 
thus explicitly a work of fiction. 
The natural world is irrelevant. 

Let’s go to toe second point: 
inaccuracy and made-up plot 
devices. In a story such as 
Jurassic Pork, to complain of 
inaccuracy is downright weird. 
Nobody can make a dinosaur. 
Therefore the story is a fantasy. 
How can accuracy have any 
meaning in a fantasy? it's like 
the reporters who asked me 
whether I had visited genetic 
engineering firms while doing 
my research. Why should I? 
They don't faurar how to make 
a dinosaur, either. 

Point three: why are the 
stories about srience always so 
negative? We’ve already dis- 
cussed that characters in every 


profession are shown nega- 
tively. But what about toe stor- 
ies themselves? Why can't we 
hare positive stories? One ans- 
wer is that people like scary 
movies. They enjoy being 
frightened. But the more im- 
portant answer is that we live 
in a culture of relentless, round- 
the-clock boosterism for 
science and technology. With 
each new discovery and in- (q 
vention, the virtues are always "■ 
oversold, toe drawbacks under- 
stated. Who can forget the 
freely mobile society of toe 
automobile, toe friendly atom, 
the paperless office, the im- 
pending crisis of too much 
leisure time, or the era of uni- 
versal education ushered in by 
television? We now hear the 
same Utopian claims about the 
Internet. But everyone knows 
science and technology are in- 
evitably a mixed blessing. 

How then wil] the fears, the 

concerns, the downside of tech- 
nology be expressed? Because 

it has to appear somewhere. So 

it appears in movies and in j 
stories - which I would 
argue is a good place for 
it to appear. M 


toe latest ‘Science Journal' 
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Time to stop hating Barbie 
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TOMORROW IS Barbie’s 40th birth- 
day. You probably don’t want to 
know that and, frankly, ] wasn't all 
that thrilled when the Barbie News 

Desk at Mattel Tbys rang me last 

autumn to prepare me for the big 
)ay- Since then there have been at 
t least 10 calls and even an invitation 
to New %rk to attend the Barbie 
Women of Achievement Birthday 
BaH Sadly, I had to miss that event, 
which I'm sure was very pink. But 
none of this explains why I am writ' 
ing about Barbie today. I am doing 
this because when I mentioned the 
Barbie birthday hard-sell to people, 
their reactions were so fierce that 
you would think t was talking about 
something serious. 

“Won’t have her in the house.” 
said one father Others went on 
about how boring she was for such 
a long period of time that I could 
; only surmise that she wasn’t boring 
at aH Did 1 know, they asked, that 
she was made by peasants in 
China? Did 7 know that if a real 
woman were her shape she would 
7 ]all over? Others took a more per- 
sonal approach and, as they say on 
daytime TV started to shar e their 
pain. “My mother wouldn’t let me 
have one and, you know. I think it 
all started from there,’' said a Mend. 

1 looked at hen Irony? But she was 
serious. “I really wanted that doll]” 

Then the Pink One became the 
latest in a series of politically in- 
correct types to feel the wrath of 
Germaine Green “With her non- 
functional body; boasting a nipple- 
free bosom more than twice the 
circumference of her minute waist, 
legs twice as long as her torso, and 
feet so tfoy that she cannot stand 
on them. Barbie is unlikely to have 
been very effective in her .career 
roles as astronaut, vet or stew- 
ardess," says Ms Greer in her new 
book. The Whole Woman. She holds 
Barbie responsible for teaching 
ritomen to despise their bodies and 
therefore prompting us to spend so 
much on make-up. Germaine says 
that this money would be better put 
towards the “cost of books or com- 
puters or bicycles”. 

Undoubtedly Ms Greer wifi be 
celebrating Barbie’s 40th by taking 
off her hair shirt and sending it to 
hec But I found little comfort in an- 
other side of the debate, put by John 
Pilger. In the latest issue of New 



The reality of Barbie: the average little girl owns five of the dolls, but does not always treat them with the respect that grown-ups like to imagine 
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Statesman , he takes feminism to 
task for its obsession with what he 
believes is trivial. He is in despair 
because women want to talk about 
nafl polish and who cleans the toi- 
let This poses an obvious question. 
Anyway Tm sure Barbie is in the 
same category (though, it must be 
said, her plastic bathrooms do not 
contain a toilet). Mr Pilger thinks 
that such trivia diverts from the real 
issues in life, such as poverty. “The 
public voices of feminism, like those . 
of the political Site, have all but sev- 
ered their ties with the aspirations 
of ordinary men and women.” 

Does no one have a grip on real- 
ity here? The truth is that, for bet- 
ter or worse, little girls like Barbie 
-be they pooc middle-class or rich. 
It is something that the First World 
and Third World agree on. In Amei> 
ica there are entire stores devoted 
to Barbie. I wandered into one 
once in Seattle. It was so pink and 
cloying that it was like walking into 
one of those tinted blancmanges 
sprinkled with hundreds and thou- 
sands that are sold in super- 


markets. I couldn’t escape fast 
enough. But when I went to 
Moscow, I again saw a pink awning 
with the word “Barbie” on it Inside, 
armed guards watched over glass 
cases that showed Barbie in a var- 
iety of plastic tableaux. The place 
was buzzing with excitement. 

It is no good tut-tutting and say- 
ing it is all too trivial or sexist The 
fact is that 1 billion Barbies (and 
family members) have been sold 
since 1959. She is hardly going to 
fade away. By the time Barbie turns 
80 there will be at least a billion 
more out there. Mattel is good at 
this. They know that capitalism is 
all about growth. Never has a doll 
had her family extended so ruth- 
lessly. Every year the company 
creates yet more cousins and sib- 
lings for Barbie, not to mention out- 
fits, pets, cousins, nationalities and 
careers. If Barbie were real she 
would have a nervous breakdown 
about it all, renounce pink for life 
and tell her ineffectual boyfriend 
Ken that it’s all over. 

But she is not real, and another 


thing that must be feced is that little 
girls know this. Have we all forgot- 
ten what it is hke to play with dolls? 
I grew up doing so, but that did not 
mean that I did it while sitting 
quietly in a clean, starched pinafore, 
gently back-combing Barbie's Hair 
My sisters and I treated our dolls 
appallingly. We had tea parties, yes. 
but we 'also had a theatre of wan 
Dolls were routinely kidnapped and 
attacked. Several were scalped and 
at least one was mutilated beyond 
repair. It was hardly pretty or nice. 

I now have two daughters. When 
the eldest was born I said that she 
would never own a Barbie, but 
somehow she acquired one without 
my permission. I discovered that 
Barbie was not nearly so desirable 
now that she was no longer on a 
shelf in a store. In fact she could 
usually be found thrown in a corner 
somewhere. Mattel says that every 
girl in Britain owns five Barbies and 
that is probably how many are 
floating round my house now. But 
none of them are beautiful or even 
properly dressed Several have lost 


a leg or an arm and most are 
doomed to a Bad Hair Life. Little 
girls fokg something that is unreal, 
like Barbie, and make her real 
through play and neglect Barbie 
herself may be passive but the 
world that little girls create is not 
Perhaps it is time the grown-ups 
started being sensible about it all. 
All we are talking about here is a bit 
of curved plastic who has managed 
to achieve icon status by decades of 
clever marketing. Things could be 
worse. Of all the friends and family 
members created for Barbie, she 
has never had any parents. She is 
a done and one with a murky past 
descended from a vampy heroine 
called Lilli who appeared in a Das 
Bild cartoon. LflK was adapted as 
a sex toy and sold in tobacconists 
before her rights were bought up by 
Mattel. But Barbie as a character 
is no LfllL She is very much mistress 
of her own universe. Men are super- 
fluous (just look at Ken). At 40, she 
is single and a virgin, has had almost 
every career going and is rich 
enough to buy whatever she wants. 


She is self-reliant and probably, 
dare I say it a fe minis t. 

Even so. I'm not that been on hec 
I do not think that this is an icon that 
the sisterhood needs to reclaim. The 
truth is, Td prefer it if there weren’t 
five of her lying in various stages of 
undress around my house, but then, 
that’s life. The alternative is to pre- 
tend she doesn’t exist I don’t even 
want to think about what kind of 
guerrilla war a Ban the Barbie 
campaign would start It would 
only make her more important 

I derided to ask the real expert 
on this subject, my eight-year-old. 
What did she think of Barbie? “OK,” 
she said. Just OK? “Yeah, OK" VfeU 
I asked, did owning a Barbie make 
her want to look just like Barbie, and 
have her figure, and go out and buy 
make-up? Did it make her not want 
to think about poverty or whatever? 
Did she want to be Barbie? “Yeah,” 
she said. My heart skipped a beat 
“Really?” I asked. She paused for 
a moment “Well yeah, Td like to 
have long h ai r .” And with that she 
went outside to play. 


Right 
of Reply 

David 

Liddiment 

The director of 
programmes, 1TV 
Network, replies to 
a speech by the head 
of BBC Broadcast 

IT’S NOT been a good month 
for the BBC. So I am hardly 
surprised that Will Wyatt de- 
cided to use his speech to the 
All-Party Media Group at 
Westminster - repeated in 
this newspaper last week - to 
rip into ITV It’s an old PR 

tactic, but one that only serves 
further to tarnish the 
Corporation. 

Will's line is that ns broad- 
casting becomes more com- 
petitive, the BBC will stick to 
its Reithian values while ITV 
and the rest ditch the baby or 
public service broadcasting 
along with the bath water of 
quality and diversity. Like 
most “spin." it's a simple he. 
distorting a complicated truth. 

ITV is not ashamed of 
broadcasting popular pro- 
grammes. But who ever said , 
that popular programmes 
couldn’t offer quality and 
diversity? ITV spends more 
then CSOOra a year in original 
production. We broadcast 
more drama, more factual 
programmes, more arts and 
more news than BBC1. 

The national debate about 
“dumbing down” - and the 
BBC's Reithian posturing - is 
insulting to an audience with 
highly sophisticated viewing 
habits. It is viewers who de- 
mand diversity and quality. 
By raising our game - and in- 
creasing investment - ITV 
has started to turn the tide of 
audience decline, a major 
achievement for any network. 
We have begun the year with 
a peak-time audience share of 
more than 40 per cent Not just 
on the back of Coronation 
Street or Who Wants 3b Be a 
Millionaire?, great pro- 
grammes that they are. But 
also on epic drama such as 
Homblower, evocative docu- 
mentary like Bill Bryson’s 
Notes firm a Small Island and 
uncompromising drama-doc- 
umentary such as 77ie Murder 
cf Stephen Lawrence. 

Today we launch two flag- 
ship news programmes. To- 
morrow a live Budget 
programme. Within weeks, an 
hour-long current affairs pro- 
gramme in peak time. 

So we’ll take no lectures 
from the people who spent 
£2m of licence payers’ money 
to bring you The Vanessa 
Show. We invite Independent 
readers to watch ITV and 
judge for yourselves. 


Slave, mother of 10, genius 


lv a fanta 


jXTiE PATTERN looks just a bit too fam- 
Tdian a modern academic, whose 
weapons include extravagant cla im s 
of neglected genius and a variety of 

-isms, attempts to free yet another for- 
gotten author from obscurity. It is even 
more convenient if that author just 
.✓ happens to be a damsel whose distress 
is attributable to male exploitation. 

Familiarity there certainly is, hut it Wordsworth dared to pay her a visit, 
L I should not breed contempt Char- why contemporaries such as Waiiam 
J lotte Smith 0749-1806) may be a mod- Cowper used terms such as “genius” 
'em biographer's dream, but her about her and why she is Jane Aus- 
restoration to the Romantic literary ten’s “strongest single inspiration . 
vanguard is in no way dependent on Yet had not Charlotte Turner - 
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present-day whims. 

Loraine Fletcher’s suggestion that 
Smith became “the most popular 
English novelist of her time” is no ex- 
aggeration. And, had anyone compiled 
a top-ten list of popular poetry around 
1790, Smith’s Elegiac Sonnets would 
certainly have been there. This was 
why the unknown 21-year-old William 


about her and why she is Jane Aus- 
ten’s “strongest single inspiration”. 

Yet had not Charlotte Timer - 
while still two months short of 16 - 
been (as she put it) “sold, a legal pros- 
titute" to Benjamin Smith, the 23-year- 
old son of a West India merchant, she 
might never have published at alL 
Charlotte, with her brother and sister 
then lived with her aunt at Bignor in 
Sussex, where the children were “free 
to explore the Downs and seashore". 





MONDAY POEM 

FOR AN ANNIVERSARY 

BY ADRIENNE RICH 

The wing of the osprey lifted 
aver the nest on Tamales Bay 
into fog and difficult gust 
raking treetops from Inverness Ridge on over 
The left wing shouldered into protective 
gesture the left wing we thought broken 

and the young beneath in the windy nest 
creaking there in their hunger 
and the tides beseeching, besieging 
the bay in its ruined languor 

Qur poem today is from Adrienne Rich s new collection. 
■Midnight Salvage: poems 1995- 1 998' (WW Norton. £14.95) 


To find herself transported to a resi- 
dence above a Cheapside warehouse 
must have been a shock to the system. 
But this was just the first of many. 

In April 1767. still only 17, Charlotte 
was p regnan t for the second time. A 
diphtherial infection swept through 
Cheapside, causing the death of her 
first son on the same day as her sec- 
ond child was bom. Social historians 
sometimes attempt to construct the 
past as another world altogether. 
High intent mortality rates, they 
argue, made death something parents 
accepted without the lifelong grief they 
feel now. But passages in Charlotte’s 
novels about the death of a child, as 
Fletcher shrewdly comments, show 
that it was no easier then than later. 

By now it was clear to Charlotte 
what kind of a man she had married. 
Benjamin had no bead for business. 
He spent most of his time at the races 
or at boxing-matches, was often drunk 
and then violent, and ran up enormous 
gambling debts. To escape from his 
creditors he fled to Normandy in 1784, 
and ordered Charlotte to join him. 
Fletcher campeDmgjy uses this tr aum - 
atic experience to open her narrative. 

On a cold evening in October 1784, 
Charlotte and heroine children, aged 
from 16 to two, boarded the packet to 
Dieppe. That winter in the dilapidat- 
ed chateau Benjamin had rented, a 
tenth child was barn. At the same time, 
two derisions were bom in Char- 
lotte’s mind. The first was that she 
would leave her husband - although 
divorce was impossible - and the sec- 
ond was that she would try to support 
her family by writing. 



W illiam Wordsworth paid Smith a visit as a 21-year-old fan 


Over the next two decades she was 
to publish 10 novels, six books for child- 
ren and several collections of poetry. 
Popular though each of these be- 
came, they never quite brought her fin- 
ancial stability or even happiness, as 
Cowper’s description of her -“chained 
to her desk like a slave to his oar” - 
forcibly demonstrates. 

I shall select just two aspects from 
a biography in which there is so much 
to praise. The first is Fletcher s sheer 
admiration for Smith. An undisguised 
partiality wafts from the pages like a 
breath of fresh air amid the stuffiness 
of academia. Second, Fletcher’s analy- 
ses of the novels are some of the most 
valuable pieces of criticism ever writ- 
tenon Smith. She is particularly adept 
at using material from the fiction to 
supplement details of Charlotte's life. 
Only once or twice does this practice 
threaten to spill over into conjecture. 

Fletcher is aided by some of the 
extraordinary events that Charlotte ex- 


perienced. Not many would-be Goth- 
ic novelists ever woke up in a Nor- 
mandy chateau to fwdm the bedroom 
eight robed monks, who then pro- 
ceeded to kidnap a newborn child and 
carry him two miles through the snow 

to their monastery for baptism. 

That did not prevent Charlotte 
from sheltering emigrant French 
clergy fleeing from revolutionary per- 
secution in 1792, even though she could 

scarcely afford to support her own fam- 
ily. Desperately sad though they are. 
perhaps some fines from her poem 
“The Emigrants’" remain the best 
epitaph on her life: “For never yet 
could I derive relief^/ When my swoi’n 
heart was bursting with its sorrows J 
From the sad thought, that others like 
myselff Live but to swell affliction's 
countless tribes!/ Onward I labour, as 
the baffled wavej Which yon rough 
beach repulses, that returns/ With the 
next breath of wind, to fail again.” 

PAUL JARMAN 


Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


You don't have to be married, in a relationship, or 
related to get free breakdown cover lor a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover is an option costing up lo £26. But 
join now and a year's breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free.* And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner will be 
covered, even when travelling in someone 
else's car. k 

* We have the world's largest patrol force, m 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 

than any other motoring organisation, r— 

• We are more likely to get you back /railu 

on t he road quicker than anyone / *" «« M 

else, saving you time and money. 




'Available lor a (united period. 

Certain conditions apply, can lor details. 

To our members we’re' 
not just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th i 
Emergency Service. A 
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Sheikh 

Isa, 

Emir of 
Bahrain 


THE ELMER of Bahrain, Sheikh Isa 
bin Salman al- Khalifa, was a 
Esther figure to his nation and in 
the region. 

When he was buried on Saturday; 
hours after his sudden death from 
a heart attack, 10,000 of his subjects 
Che preferred to call them his fam- 
ily and children) turned up to pay 
their Last respects in the cemetery 
alone. Almost five times as many, or 
10 per cent of the population, were 
in the streets surrounding the Rife 
cemetery, although the fhneral an- 
nouncement was made on the state- 
run television only 15 nnnutes before 
the start 

His popularity stemmed from his 
common touch with ordinary people 
in this, stiD very tribal, society where 
the head of the tribe is expected act 
as father; to be provider; protector; 
judge and friend. 

“Welcome to my country, I hope 
my people are making you feel at 
home," were his words the first 
time I shook his hand many years 
ago, during a Majlis - the open court 
he held fortnightly where anyone 
could attend and speak to him, or 
hand in a petition. 

Almost 20 years later; after two 
Gulf wars, unrest and threats from 
powerful hostile neighbours, and two 
serious illnesses (he went to the 
United States in 1995 and 1998 for 
treatment in Ohio), the Emir still 
greeted his foreign guests with a 

charming; warm smite and thf» same 

friendly phrase welcoming the vis- 
itor to his country. The natives still 
lined up in their hundreds, shook 
hands, kissed him on the forehead, 
the nose and the chin, before sitting 
down to drink the Arabic coffee. 


ment, banking and service. Although 
the tiny island of Bahrain was the 
first to find oO on the western side 
of the Gulf in 1932, it was also the first 
to run out He made it a priority to 
diversify and build Bahrain as the 
service economy of investment and 
off-shore banking that flourished 
under his government 

After independence. Sheikh Isa 
developed a comparatively ad- 
vanced foreign policy opening to the 
West The open polity and the re- 
laxed laws, designed to attract in- 
vestment developed Bahrain into a 
liberal multi-cultural, multi-faith so- 
ciety that became a haven in a re- 
gion where strict harsh Islami c 
rules interfere with the day-to-day 
life. Bahrain is about the only nation 
in the region where there is a Jew- 
ish synagogue, several Christian 
churches, Sikh, Hindu and other 
temples. There tens of thousands of 
foreign workers from the Indian 
sub-continent and the Fhr East can 
practise their religion freely. 

Education, health care and 
social welfare became a priority 
during Sh eikh Isa's rule. Bahrain 
achieved the highest level of litera- 
cy in the Arab world, and provided 
levels of social welfare arid health 
care much higher than its 
massively rich neighbours. 

Women in Bahrain became 
among the most sophisticated, 
hi g hly educated and better paid in 
the region. Although a deeply reli- 
gious man himself, Sh aikh Isa be- 
lieved in the individual's right to a 
free choice; thus women were treat- 
ed equally there are no laws banning 
alcohol, and the Bahrainis have a 
choice of more than 25 satellite 



channels beaming down to their Sheikh Isa succeeded his father as ruler of Bahrain in 1961, and declared himself Emir in 1971 


Their stay had become shorter to 
mate room for others, as the queue 
spilled from the palace into the sur- 
rounding streets; a nightmare for se- 
curity. But the Emir himself had 
always been popular; rejecting any 
security measures that kept him 
away from his people. According to 
his dose aides, he was conscious 
that ofi wealth should not change his 
simple way of Bfe, and he did not lose 
his common touch. 

Sheikh Isa was born in 1933, just 
one year after the first oO in Arabia 
was struck on the island, when the 
economy was struggling as the pro- 
duction of Japanese cultured pearls 
threatened the economy that sur- 
vived on pearling for hundreds of 
years. Once under Portuguese rule 
and then within the ambit of Persia, 
Bahrain had been a sheikhdom of 
toe Khalifas since 1783, and a British 
protectorate from 1816. 

The young Isa was educated by 
private tutors from Egypt, Britain 
and other countries. In 1958, at the 
age of 25, he was appointed heir by 
his father; the ruler Sheikh Salman 
bin Hamad al-Khalifa, whom he 
succeeded as a ruler after his death 
in 1961. But he did not take the 
title of Elmir until Bahrain’s 
independence from Britain in 1971. 

Sheikh Isa was a modernist and 
became a key Western ally and a 
good friend of Britain. He was 
forward-looking and ahead of his oil- 
rich neighbours in developing an 
economy based on trade, in vest- 


television sets. 

Sheikh Isa also pushed for de- 
veloping the long causeway that 
links the ofi-rich province of western 
Saudi Arabia with the island. Saud- 
is and foreign workers drive along 
the causeway to spend the weekend 
enjoying Bahrain’s relaxed rules. 


well as impressing American ob- 
servers with his modesty and sim- 
ple ways, he equally astonished 
them by behaving in a business-like 
manner that was at variance with 
their experience of other Arab lead- 
ers. He held a banquet and invited 
leading businessmen and bankers, 
then took a back seat and let his fi- 
nance and trade minister do the talk- 
ing to help attract business to 
Bahrain, while he deployed his 
humour and charm 

Sheikh Isa also allowed British 


and US military aircraft to use his 
bases against Saddam Hussein in 
Iraq, during the 1991 war to liberate 
Kuwait, and Bahrain is also the 
headquarters of Unscom, the com- 
mittee in charge of disarming Iraq. 

This caused resentment among 
some of the pro-Iranian Shia clergy 


goes back some 200 years. Both the 
late Shah and Ayatollah Khomenei 
renewed the claim. 

Shia Muslims, who face higher un- 
employment, have little political 
clout compared with the minority 
Sunnis, the mainstream Islamic 
sect to which the ruling famify be- 
longs. The Iranian-educated Shia 
clergymen led a wave of anti- 
government unrest by inciting 
youths to stone bare-legged women 
athletes during an international 
marathon in December 1991 Al- 


though figures are disputed, the 
Shia, originally migrants from Iran, 
are believed to be a majority of the 
island's half-minion citizens. 

The unrest was compounded by 
demands from liberals and intel- 
lectuals to restore parliament. Fol- 
lowing a showdown with left-wing 
members of over regional policies. 


years after it was established, mak- 
ing Bahrain and Kuwait the onfy Gulf 
nations to have elected parliaments. 

It was replaced by a Shura coun- 
cil of 40 members, most of whom are 
members of the old parliament The 
Sheikh was planning to include 
women and make a section of par- 
liament elected. But he came under 
pressure from other secular and 
business forces fearing that an open 
election might produce an Islamic 
fundamentalist government This 
they saw as bad for business. 


The local unrest was concen- 
trated in Shia villages, and consist- 
ed mainly of teenagers going on 
arson attacks or stoning cars and 
developing running battles with 
police, along the lines of the Pales- 
tinian Intifada, which is glorified in 
Arab media. 

Sheikh Isa would irritate the 
Prime Minister; and interior minis- 
ters, ty issuing decrees releasing 
teenagers and young men arrested 
fay police for arson attacks or other 
offences during these disturbances, 
saying as a father he must forgive 
his children. 

Sheikh Isa was liked by the ma- 
jority of Bahrainis, a man genuine- 
ly eager to preserve social stability 
and toe welfare of his citizens. He 
was a man of civility; his ways were 
paternalistic but passionate. He felt 
betrayed when young people began 
arson attacks and disturbances, 
and was equally upset when oppo- 
sition. based abroad demanded par- 
ticipation in power and claimed to 
represent the people whom he had 
so long token care of. 

ADEL DAHWISH | 

Isa bin Salmon al-Kkalifa: bom 
Manama, Bahrain 3 June 1933; 
succeeded 1961 as Rider of 
Bahrain; adopted title of Emir 
1971; married (jwe sons, four 
daughters); died Manama 6 
March 1999. 


and bring with them good business. 

During his trip last year to Wash- in the island, who also objected to 
ington and other US cities, Sheflto Bahrain's liberal laws. Iran has a Sheikh Isa dissolved parliament in 
Isa's business attitude prevailed. As tongstandtogdaim on the island that August 1975, a mere two and a half 


Sheikh Isa was liked by the majority of Bahrainis , a man 
genuinely eager to preserve social stability and the welfare of 
his citizens. He was a father figure with a common touch , but 
a modernist; his ivays were paternalistic but passionate 


John Smithes 


DURING A life devoted to the mak- 
ing of port. John Smithes made a 
major contribution not just to the 
family firm of Cockbum but to the 
port trade in general 

At Cockbum (now owned by 
ADied-Domecq), he helped to shape 
the company’s Fine Ruby P°ri 
the brand leader in Britain, Cock- 
bum’s Special Reserve. His perfec- 
tionist quest for quality combined 
with an intimate knowledge of Por- 
tugal's Douro Valley led to the se- 
lection of improved clones and the 
modem system of planting grape 
varieties in blocks. 

A diminutive man with a big som- 
brero hat, Smithes was one of the 
port trade’s most enduring, if not 
always endearing, eccentrics. His 
legendary volatile temper saw 
him explode more times than the 
beloved shotgun which accompanied 
him on trips in search of partridge 
and snipe. But he was humble 
enough to put things right with an 
apology an unusual trait in the 

rigid, hierarchical structure of the 
port trade. And he was much liked 
by the Douro Valley farmers on 
whose grapes Cockb urn's relied. 
When Portugal was embroiled 
in colonial wars in Angola and 
Mozambique, he would regularly 
send packages of cigarettes and 
other tokens of support to the 
company’s workers. 

John Smithes was bom in 1910 
and went to school at Anesbury and 
then Oxford. He joined the family 
business at Cockbura's London of- 
fice in 1930. He eschewed the suit 
and tie and bowler hat traditionally 
worn in the part trade for a more 
I rural outfit of tweed, brown brogues 
and trilby. 

Smithes couldn't wait to get to 
Portugal where be was soon helping 
his father Archie with the blending. 
In 1938, he became a partner to 
Cocbbum's, then, after the Second 
Wbrld War broke out, he and his 
wife Nancy joined the RAF and 
WRAF respectively. 

Although Douglas Bader had 
been a schoolfriend. Smithes hacked 
the basic landing skills and conse- 
quently inflicted more punishment 
on his own aircraft than the Nazis. 
In a damage-limitation exercise, he 
was sent to the back of ins aircraft 
as an observer and rear gunner. 

His reputation for accuracy as a 
wine spitter however was estab- 
lished in the tasting room at Vila 
Nova de Gaia Here, he was able to 
hit the target from six feet thanks 
apparently to very few teeth getting 
; in the way. The wine never touched 
the floor says the Cockburn’s 
director Peter Cobb. 

Instantly recognisable in his 
broad-brimmed hat Smithes was a 
down-to-earth character He was 
not interested in creature comforts 
and seemed to thrive on the primi- 
tive conditions of the rugged Douro 
Valley. At the Cockburn’s house at 
Tua, according to the writer Wynd- 
ham Fletcher “the visits of ladies 
were not encouraged. The beds 
were like boards, there was only one 
bath with fimited hot water [andl one 
primitive lavatory." In similar vein, 
the Cockbura's house at Yal Coelho 
featured mosquito nets but no bath- 
room. 



Smithes: a fine spitter The wine 
never touched the floor 


John Smithes’ grandfather, Jttfm 
T Smithes, had purchased Use 
Quinui do 1\ia estate from Dofla An* 

(onto Ferreira in 1890 largely to 
provide himself with a base in the '' 
Douro Valiev; At the time, Ttta was •; 
not particularly significant far toe _ 
production of port, but John T, 
Smithes used the vineyard to My' 
experiment with grafttog and dfe 
Gwent pruning methods, a feradfthm 
which launched his grandson raj a ' ' 
viticulturoi mission of his own. At- ' £ . 
the Ttia vinevurd in 1933, the young / 
John Smithes experimented with • 
the planting and doruti selection of 
the individual grape varieties used. . 
to blend port 

At a time when farmers were x& 

rooting the top-quahty grope vari^ ; 

Tburiga Nadonal because of its un> ’ 
economic output. Smithes foresaw • • 

the danger of the variety’s extinction ,*>■' 
and successfully produced higher- 
yielding, high-quality clones tit the 

grape. Traditionally port's many v 

grape varieties were jumbled up in 
the vineyard. Smithes pioneered 
the modern-day practice of pl anting : . 

individual grope varieties to btocfcy-'v_ 
although it wasn't until the 1979s that' t 
Cockbura's adopted the practice for ™ 
all its vineyards. According to Peter . 
Cobb, it took the trade 30 years to re- . 1..; 
alise that it couldn’t depend on in-. 
dependent growers to provide att_ 
their high-quality fruit 

Smithes' tasting acumen was i 
renowned. Fort tasters generally . 
divide into nose and palate special- 
ists, says Antonio Grace. Cockbura’s 
master blender who worked with ; " rr 
John Smithes for four decadea. 
Smithes was both, with a very good . 
nose and an even better palate. Ac- 
cording to his friend David Lett, .. . . 
owner of Eyrie vineyards in Oregon, 7' 
Smithes coined the term “grip" for V 
the intensity of flavour and aftertaste 
of port, a feature he valued aboveaH 
other winespeak terms. 

In the cellar. Smithes introduced 
new technology and championed j* 
the pumping-over method of vinifi- “ 
cation over auto-vinification. His ... 
strength lay in blending ruby 
ports and old tawneys, doing 
much to shape Cockbura's Vintage 
Character Port. 

Launched in 1969 as a blend of ' 
premium ruby ports. Cockburn’s 
Special Reserve, os it was later re- 
named, has become by some dis- 
tance Britain's favourite port 
Fhmousfy Cockbura’s failed to gp • 
along with the rest of the port hous- 
es in declaring 1977 a vintage yean 
From a marketing point of view, it 
was a disaster as customers felt 
that Cockburn’s bad lost interest in 
vintage port From a qualify stand- 
point however; Smithes had the 
last laugh. A recent re-appraisal of 
the 1977 vintage has shown that 1 
despite the accolades, the vintage ‘ v : ■ 


was overrated 

John Smithes was a countryman 
at heart In April 1953, 10 years be- 
fore the Douro River was dammed, 
he retraced toe perilous 1846 voyage 


in which Baron Forrester; one of 
port’s most influential figures, 
weighted down by a leather belt 
laden with gold pieces, had drowned. 


white toe women survived thanks 
to toe crinolines which had kept . 
them afloat Wto George Robertson, : 









author of toe Faber book on port 
(Port, 1978), he embarked on a 
three-d^vp^getoabarcorabefo, / 
the boat traditionally used to trans- 
port port, 40 pipes at a time (a pipe ~ 
is a 550-litre port barrel), from 
high in the Douro to the maturation • 
lodges of VOa Nova de Gaia on \ 
the coast ‘ V.. 

On his retirement John Smithes l _ 
left Portugal tor Strete in South . 
Devon, where, with a view crver 
Start Bay, he converted a property _ ’ 
into a miniature Douro quinta, 
complete with terraces and vines. 

ANTHONY ROSE . 








John Henry Smithes, port produc- 
er bom 19 April 1910; married 1932 
Nancy Scott (died 1996); died 
Strete, Devon 22 January 1999. 
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Dennis Viollet 


THERE IS a compelling case for cit- 
ing the Busby Babes as toe most 
jqyousfy precocious collection of 
soccer talent ever drawn together 
under toe banner of one English 
dub. That Manchester United 
team, so savagely devastated by 
the Munich air disaster in 1958, 
boasted the likes of Duncan 
Edwards and Tommy Taylor; Roger 
Byrne and Eddie Colman, and 
there was a young fellow called 
Bobby Chariton who could play a 
bit, too. Yet one of the side’s key 
performers was widely and pecu- 
liarly underrated, though not, it 
should be emphasised, by Matt 
Busby himself. 

In terms of appearance, Dennis 
Viollet did not correspond with toe 
popular image of a goal-scoring 
hero. Wan of countenance and slim 
to the point of scrawniness, he 
seemed pathetically equipped phys- 
ically to mix it with strapping de- 
fenders; Yet the prolific Mancunian 
was a gem, both as a foil for the mag- 
nificent Taylor and as a marksman 
in his own right Indeed, toe fact that 
no one -not Law, not Best, not Can- 



ViolIeL* Busby Babe peculiarly 
underrated POpper^bto 


tona - has netted more times than 
he to a stogie season for the Red 
Devils offers telling evidence of his 
rare calibre. 

Viollet was blessed with instinc- 
tive ball control, searing acceleration 
and the vision to use these attributes 
to full advantage. Arguably he was 
at his most effective when working 


in tandem with ThyJor, toe bold 
Yorkshireman who lost his life on 
that slushy German runway. Big 
Tammy was majestic to the air 
while his less conspicuous but 
formidably lethal partner was a 
steel dart at ground level. During 
the mid-1950s when the Babes 
wore sweeping all before them, toe 
duo struck up a seemingly tele- 
pathic understanding, creating 
space for each other by their imag- 
inative movement and registering a 
river of goals that showed no signs 
of drying up. 

Yet, while Taylor was rewarded by 
frequent international recognition, 
the equally if contrastingly talented 
Viollet had to wait until two years 
after the crash before winning the 
first of only two England caps, a cir- 
cumstance rendered all the more 
mysterious by the uninspired nature 
of some of his rivals. 

However; nothing could detract 
from VioHet's derring-do on toe drub 
scene. After captaining Manchester 
schoolboys - and also playing reg- 
ularly for his country at that stage 
- he joined Manchester United as an 


amateur to 1949, turning profes- 
sional a year later and making his 
first-team debut in 1952/53. 

Thereafter he held his own 
against white-hot competition as 
Busby’s youthful revolution gathered 
exhilarating momentum and he 
won a regular place during 1953/54. 
Settling brilliantly at inside-left and 
contributing at least 20 senior goals 
per season, VioQet went on to share 
in a succession of heady triumphs, 
notably the League Championships 
of 1955/56 and 1956/57. As United 
blazed a trail into Europe, his pedi- 
gree shone through ever more vivid- 
ly and his evident relish for 
continental opposition made his so- 
journ in the international wilderness 
increasingly perplexing. 

Cruelly, the United idyll was 
halted at Munich, on toe way home 
from a European Cup trip to Bel- 
grade, when the club’s plane 
crashed on its third attempt at take- 
off Eight players and 15 other pas- 
sengers died but Viollet, seated 
next to Chariton, was thrown clear 
and survived. 

As the extent of the tragedy sunk 


in, it was feared that even those foot- 
tellers who had escaped with their 
Eves would never be the same again, 
Viollet had suffered head injuries 
and took no part in United’s imme- 
diate future, missing their emo- 
tional progress to the FA Cup Final. 
However, after a couple of League 
outings he was pronounced fit 
enough to play at Wembley, where 
he proved sadly unable to do 
himself justice to the defeat by 
Bolton wanderers. 

However, fears that Viollet might 
be diminished as a performer in the 
long term woe banished rapidly dur- 
ing 1958/59 when, converted to Tay- 
lor’s Old role as centre-forward, he 
excelled as toe depleted Bed Dev- 
ils confounded most predictions by 
finishing as First Division runners- 
up. Come the following campaign 
his form was even more remarkable 
as he notched 32 goals to 36 match- 
es, which remains a club record de- 
spite the wealth of expensive 
strikers employed at Old Trafford 
over the subsequent four decades. 
As a result the longawaf fod En gland 
call arrived, though Viollet was to be 





l. 




granted only a paltry two games 
among toe dlite. 

Still, it seemed certain that he 
would retain a vital part to Busby’s 
team-rebuilding process for the 
foreseeable future, but the great 
manager decreed otherwise. In 
came David Herd from Arsenal, 
{dans were laid to capture Denis 
Law from Torino and Viollet - 
having scored 178 goals in 291 
games and hardly a has-been at 28 
- sold to Stoke City for £25,000 in 
January 1962. 

Happily that was not the end of 
toe footballing world for the popu- 
lar, easy-going Viollet, Lining up 
alongside the amazing Stanley 
Matthews, who was old enough to be 
his father; be helped the Potters take 
toe Second Division title in his first 
hill season and he remained pro- 
ductively at the Victoria Ground 
until 1967. 

After that Viollet joined British 
soccer’s mini-exodus to the United 
States, serving two summers with 
Baltimore Bays, before recrossing 
tte Atianltoforabrief stint with xun- 

League Wittan Albion to 1969. Later 




that year he joined Linfield as {day- 
er-coach and did well in Ulster; . . 
pocketing an Irish Cup winner’s 
medal for his pains to 1970. 

There followed a coaching spell 
at Preston North End in 1970, an • 
abortive flirtation with management 
at Crewe to 1971 - he was sacked “ ; 
after his side was knocked out of the 
FA Cup by non -League opposition - 
and a more fulfilling engagement in 
charge of football for Washington 
Diplomats between 1974 and 1977. 

Viollet went on to achieve farther -• 
coaching success to toe States, set- .•> 

tong in Jacksonville, Florida, his 
home at the time of his death. 

IVANPONTING 

Dennis Sydney Wallet, footballer; 
born Manchester 30 September 
1933; played for Manchester Urn*- 
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Linfield , Northern Ireland 1969 - 7 % 
capped twice by England 196041; 
managed Crewe Alexandra 1971; 
twice married; died Jacksonmne, 
Florida 6 Mart* 1999. 
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Virginia Durr 


VIRGINIA DURR was a wefl-bom white 
Southern lady who devoted most other 
hfe to campaigning for civil rights in the 
United States. 

In the 1950s, she and her husband, the 
lawyer Clifford Durr, were in the thick 
Of the dvil rights struggle in Alabama. 
Fhw local whites supported diem, but 




and by friendship with 
black neighbours whose political self- 
confidence was being built by up 
Martin Luther King and other leaders. 

Both Durrs were staunch Southern 
purists, and for Vir ginia especially their 
struggle was against more than l ocal 
racists: it was a gainst. tbfl iin>mi^y aT ]j a n «? 
between such racists and Northern- 
based bigbusness, which bore down on 
poorer whites as well as blacks, and en- 
abled Southern reactionaries to domi- 
nate Congressional committees. 
Supremely assured, outspoken and 
funny, Virginia Durr often seemed to 
her friends to constitute the most ef- 
fective left-wing movement in America. 

She was raised in Birmingham, Al- 
abama, a city whose heavy industry, as 
she soon learned, was very much at the 
mewy of foreign absentee landlords. Her 

t ifo the Fbsters, were minor aristo- 
j with a dissident streak. Virginia's 
paternal grandfather, a doctor had 
owned a plantation which once had a 
dozen slaves, but be opposed the war 
against the Union. Her father a Pres- 
byterian pastor; was declared a heretic 
by his congregation for doubting the lit- 
eral truth of certain Bible stories. 
Thereafter; Virginia’s lot was genteel 
poverty; though she went to finishing 
school in New Vbrk, she had to leave 
Wellesley College after two years for 
want of money. 

By the time she married Clifford Durr 
in 1926, Virginia had begun, to question 
the social order. Her brother-in-Law 
Hugo Black (later a Supreme Court jus- 
ticel set her thfnlring about Labour 
problems; she had raized with black stu- 
dents; and she had learned that women 
could be more than wives and mothers. 

In Birmingham, the Durrs witnessed 
etule of the worst effects of the De- 
pression, but in 1933 they moved to 
Ufashingfon and were aMe to make their 
mark on the New Deal Cliff worked at 
first in a government agency to rescue 
banks; in 1941 he moved to the Feder- 
al Communications Commission (where 
he put public service broadcasting on 
a firm footing). Virginia worked on a 
Democratic committee trying to abol- 
ish the poll-tax, which in many South- 
ern states effectively denied the vote to 
poor whites as well as blacks. (One new 
Mend was the young Lyndon B. John- 
son, whose Voting Rights Act in 1966 fi- 
nally swept away this injustice.) 

hi 1938 Virginia returned to Birm- 
ingham fora meeting of the colour-blind 
Southern Conference for. Human Wel- 
fare: it felt as if “the whole South was 
coming together to make a new day". 
In 1941 she became vice-chairman of the 
cor-mittee against the poll-tax, and 
wL V help from Eleanor Roosevelt 
gained a partial victory next year when 
Congress exempted servicemen in fed- 
eral elections. Reading Bleak House, 
Virginia wondered if her family saw her 
as Mrs Jellafay far her campaigning now 
had to compete with three daughters. 
Yet the Durrs didn’t hesitate to take in 
Jessica (Decca) Mitfard and her baby 
daughter; when Decca's husband 
Esmond Romilly went oft to the war. 

In 1947, anti-communist purges in the 
US were well under way. Virginia her- 
self was never asked to join the Party; 
she was, after all, famously indiscreet 
The one party which did appeal to her 
was Henry Wallace’s Progressive, for 
whom she campaigned in 1948. In the 
same year; Cliff resigned from the FCC 
rather than have to administer the 
“loyalty oaths” which Truman now re- 
quired of government servants. Witch- 
hr ‘ers also forced him out of a job in 
Denver, so in 1952 the Durrs returned 
to Alabama, where at least said Clift "l 
know who the sons-of-bitches are". 
Cliff opened a law office in his home 




"fiHa, you look as though you have just come out of a documentary!’ Cliff and Virginia Durr and daughter 


town, Montgomery and Virginia became 
his secretory. In 1954 Senator Eastland, 
of Mississippi, tried to show that she 
(and by association Mr Justice Black) 
was part of a Red conspiracy. This 
racist buDy (“common as pig's tracks”, 
said Virginia) reckoned without her 
skills in wire-pulling- or her ability to 
hold her tongue when silence was the 
bestweapon. 

Later in 1954 the Supreme Court outr 
lawed segregated schools. In Mont- 
gomery among those who helped black 
children settle into formerly all-white 
schools was a friend of the Durrs, Rosa 
Parks, aMack seamstress. InDecember 
1955 she was arrested for refusing to 
give up her seat on a bus to a white man. 
It was Cliff who had her released from 
custody, and be helped ber deride to test 
constit utionality of si vb segre gation. 

The National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored Pec^ funded the 
case, which was taken up by their local 
lawyer Fred Gray. Meanwhile tiie black 
people of Montgomery organised a 
year-long bus boycott, until the Supreme 


the Durrs (fid become easier At home, 
they were no longer ostracised, while 
CM was invited to lecture in Europe. His 
death in 1975 was a huge loss, but it 
helped that by then Virginia's memories 
were much in demand: a series of in- 
terviews over three years yielded an 
autobiography Outside the Magic Cir- 
cle (1985), which admirably caught the 
salt savour of her story-telling. 

In 1980 she was asked to speak at 
Raddifie: “They tell me to talkabout my- 
self and I find that hard to do in 20 min- 
utes.” s frp visited China, and made 
further trips to England. She loved 
English gardens, especially “Sissing- 
hoist", and indulged Epicurean tastes 
that surprised those who had got to 
know her amid the plain living and high 
thinking of the Pea Level - the Durr 
farm outside Montgomery. 

Eating snails after the opera at 
Covent Garden was a pleasure that had 
to be repeated. Her directness was ever 
a delight: “Why don’t they look 
o-pressed?” she asked of the crowds in 
Petticoat Lane. She was a tireless cor- 


Assured, outspoken and funny, she often 
seemed to her friends to constitute the most 
effective left-iving movement in America 


Court ruled in favour of Mrs Parks. The 
Durrs were shunned by almost all their 
white neighbours. Cliff’s practice - 
which he kept going until 1965 -was sus- 
tained by clients who mostly could not 
pay. Yet increas i n gl y the Durrs were 
sought out by curious and admiring out- 
siders, including several British grad- 
uate students. For certain Northern 
activists, Virginia’s feelings were am- 
bivalent Brave and bright they might 
be, but too often they treated toe Durr 
home as justa free hotel - and, after afl, 
th^y could always fly out to safety. 

By the late 1960s desegregation in the 
South was far advanced, but for Virginia 
the end of one struggle was the begin- 
ning of another \totes for aD seemed only 
to entrench toe demagogue George 
Wallace, while black students seemed 
indifferent to the efforts of their elders, 
and cynical about the state as a possi- 
ble force for good. All the time, life for 


respondent, mingling hard personal 
questions with political comment that 
became ever more scathing as the US 
and Britain lurched to the right 
In summer. Durr held court on 
Martha’s Vineyard, in the house of her 
daughter Lucy and son-in-law Sheldon 
Hackney It was there she celebrated her 
90th birthday, “in the pink", surround- 
ed by a host of friends and descendants: 
she had 11 grandchildren and 12 great- 
grandchildren. Ifast battles were fond- 


there early in 1946. Virginia was a 
warm-hearted, happy-go-lucky sort of 
person whose domestic arrangements 
always seemed to be slighfly scatiy. One 
of her four daughters would often come 
over saying, “Momma has run out of 
sugac Could you please fiD up this cup 
for her?” It was not that she was a 
sponger: She was just not very well 
organised. Her daughters reflected 
this. She said to one of them, “Tilla, you 
look as though you have just come out 
of a documentary!” 

She often hadBritish guests staying 
with hen During the war Churchill’s 
nephew Esmond Romilly and his 
wife Jessica Mitford made a temporary 
home there. RomiDy went off to the 
war and was killed in 1941. Decca 
moved to California, remarried, and be- 
came the highly successful author of 
such books as Hons and Rebels and 
The American Way of Death, which 
exposed malfeasance in the US 
undertaking business. 

Four of us neighbours, Clifford Dun; 
Charles Kindleberger (who later had a 
majcrrotem the Marshall Ran), BSD Liv- 
ingstone of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation and I, used to take turns to 
drive the eight miles or so into Wash- 
ington. Cliff had been a Rhodes Schol- 
ar and loved to reminisce about Oxford. 
As a leading member of the Federal 
Communications Commission be was 
vigilant in making American radio sta- 
tions honour the public service pledges 
an which they had been awarded the 
franchise to broadcast Such obligations 
have long since gone by the board. 

When it was Cliff’s torn to provide 
the car Virginia would happily borrow 
a vehide from one of the other neigh- 
bours to do her shopping. She kept a 
horse, which her daughters used to 
ride, and a rather fierce rooster which 
frightened my eldest son. There 
were always political gatherings 
taking place at toe Durrs. Her brother- 
in-law Hugo Black, a Justice of the 


iy recalled and Virginia Durr herself took* Supreme Court, was frequently present 


the starring role in a high-powered sem- 
inar on Democracy and Equality. Few 
people, surely, have lived this century 
so folly. 

Andrew D. Roberts 

Virginia and Clifford Durr were my 
next-door neighbours on Seminary EGO, 
outside Alexandria, Virginia, writes 
Leonard MfialL when I went to live 


and so was Lyndon Johnson, then a 
freshman senator. She was a very 

„crt y n uk»b‘ng rv^ig hhnirr 

Virginia Heard Foster, civil rights 
activist bom Birmingham, Alabama 
6 August 1903; married 1926 Clifford 
Durr (died 1975; Jour daughters, and 
one son deceased); died Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania 24 February 1999. 
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ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Qaeen and The Duke of Edm- 
borgb attend Ibe Commonwealth Day 
Observance at Waaxoiaster Afc**?, U*>- 

tfaaSWl: and attend a reception at 

MwfboiDUBh House. London SWJ, to 
mart ConntwaweaWi Dty aud io cele- 
brate Ute STOx an nive r sa ry of the mod- 
em CfttmouwenUh. The Prince of 
WnH era official Twits to Argentina. 
Uruguay jwyt ttup Falkland Islan d s. Iw 
Duke of York attends a dinner to mark 
(he opening of the Nate Conference at 
the Koval United Services Institute. 
London SWl The Princess Royal rtsla 
Japan, Phffippnra and New Z ealand 

Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
roent mounts the Queen's Ufc Guard at 
Bane Gourds. Ham; 151 Battalion 
Cutes warn Cuarts nsmtute the Qoeen's 
Guard, at Buckingham Palace. 
lL30ain, band provided by the Cold- 
stream Guards. 


Announcements for Gazette 

births, marriages * 

DEATHS (Births Adaptions 
MrMages Deaths Manorial 
sA, ice*. Wedding annlversart 
In memorfam) are charged at 
EG30 a line (YXT extra). 


Birthdays 

Uaj-Gen Sir Christopher 
Airy, former private secre- 
taiy to the Prince and 
Princess of Whies, 63; Pro- 
fessor Charles Boxer, histo- 
rian, linguist and writec 95; 
Mr Gyles Brandreth. jour- 
nalist and broadcaster; 31; 

Sir Julian Bullard, former 
ambassador to West Ger- 
many, 71; Professor Sir 
Donald Campbell former 
President Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of 
Glasgow, 69; Sir Anthony 
Caro, sculptor; 75; Miss Cyd 
Charisse, actress and 
dancer, 78; Major Graham 
Dunnett, Lord- Lieu tenant of 
Caithness, 70; Mr Phfl 
Edmonds, cricketer. 48; Mr 
Michael Grade, former chief 
executive of Channel Four 
Television, 56; Miss Eileen 
Hertie, actress. 79; Lord 
Bard of WestweLL former 
government minister, 69; Mr 
Michael Inchbald, interior 


designee 79; Miss Ann Jen- 
ner, ballerina. 55; Mr Gary 
Nora an, rock musician, 41; 
Mr Mark Oaten MP, 35; 
Miss lynn Redgrave, 
actress, 56; Dr Jonathan 
Sacks, Chief Rabbi, 51; Miss 
Lynn Seymour, ballerina, 60; 
Professor Stephen Smith, 
gynaecologist 48; Professor 
Norman Stone, modern his- 
torian, 5& Mr Robert Tear, 
operatic tenor 6ft Miss 
Claire Tfcevor, actress, 90; 
Mr David Wilde, Olympic 
swimmer 45. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Kenneth Graham e, 
writer; 1859; Frederic William 
Goudy, printer and typogra- 
pher, 1865; Leonard Alfred 
George Strong, novelist, poet 
mid playwright 1896. 

Deaths: Abraham Darby, 
iroafounder; 1717; Sir William 
Chambers, architect, 1796; 
Louis-Hector Berlioz, com- 


poser, 1869; Count Ferdinand 
Adolf August Heinrich von 
Zeppelin, solder and inven- 
tor; 1917; Sherwood Ander- 
son, writer; 1941; Sir Thomas 
Beecham Bt conductor; 1961; 
Richard Austen Butler; 

Baron Butler of Saffron 
Walden, statesman. 1982; 

Alan Tindal Lennox-Boyd, 
first Viscount Boyd of Mer- 
ton, statesman, accidentally 
killed 1983; Sir William Turn- 
er Walton, composer; 1983. 

On this day: the “February” 
Revolution (Old Style date) 
began in Russia at Petro- 
grad, 1917; Mahatma Gandhi 
started a civil disobedience 
campaign in India, 1936; toe 
Soviet Union claimed to be 
the possessor of the atomic 
bomb, 1950; tire US landed 
3,500 marines in South Viet- 
nam, 1965; in Dublin, the Nel- 
son Column was destroyed 
by an IRA bomb, 1966. Today 
is the Feast Day of St 
Duthac, St Felix of Dunwich, 
St Humphrey or Huafrid, St 


John of God, St Julian of 
Toledo, Saints Philemon and 
Apollonius, St Pontius of 
Carthage, St Senan of Scat- 
ters St Stephen of Obazme 
and St Veremund. 


lectures 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Sharon Jbrmoi; 
“Italian Baroque Sculpture: 
Bernini drawings", 2pm. 
British Museum: Carolyn 
Petty “Portrayal of Women 
in the John Addis 
Gallery”, 11.30am. 

Wallace Collection, London 
Wl: Grama Lysten “Flemish 
Paintings", 1pm. 

Royal Holloway, Egham, 
Surrey: Professor Glare 
Bradley, “Health Psycholo- 
gy", 530pm. 

Royal Academy of Arts, at 
the Society of Antiquaries, 
London Wl: Professor John 
House, “Techniques of 
Monet's Late Work". 1pm. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES 

Keith Heller 

Time does not distort 
reality. Life does 


at ONE time or another; we 
must have aD felt that we 
were born into the wrong 
ea. We pine for toe fe]$e sim- 
plicity of the past or yeam for 

a feature of infinite possibil- 
ities. This is why we read 
fiction, to expand if only for 
a moment toe- terrible 
literalness of our daily fives. 

Tbr some unfortunates, 
howevec circumstances leave 
them wondering if they might 
not have strayed into toe 
wrong life altogether Fbre- 
most among thesemosthave 
been Dr Johnson’s hapless 
friend Richard Savage, 
“bora" , acoonfingto Johnson, 
“with a Legal claim to honour 
and to affluence” as the flle- 
gftimate son of the fourth Eari 
Rivers by toe Countess of 
Macclesfield. Savage de- 
scended into a short life ofbos- 
tardy and confusion. After an 
orphaned youth, he followed 
the literary profession with 
only limited success and fi- 
nally died in * debtors’ prison. 
Most of Us days, he could wdl 
have echoed Gerard Manley 
Hopkins’s later complaint, 
“Why must disappointment 
all I endeavour end?" 

And never more so than on 
toe night of Monday 20 No- 
vember 1727, when Savage 
and two associates stopped in 
at Robinson’s coffee-house 

nt>ar fharm g f.mRK Rushing 

into a room that was just 
being vacated, the newcom- 
ers sparked a quarrel with 
the departing guests. In the 
succeeding mfelee, Savage’s 
s wo rd somehow found its 
way through the belly of one 


James SndaicThe victim feQ 
to toe Boot; crying, “I am a 
dead man, and was stabb’d 
cowmdiy^Byrmd-Decanba; 
Richard Savage stood in the 
Old Bailey, declared guilty of 
murder: If it had not been for 
the rpyal pardon arranged by 
his important friends, histo- 
ry might have recalled the 
poet more as a common buDy 
than as a tragic idler. 

Yet, as Clarence Tracy 
notes in his book TheArttfir 
ctaLSnstond, Savage “has be- 
come a legend rather than an 
historical fact". The jailing, 
akmgwith toe celebrated trial, 
has remained as conjectural 
as the attack on Christopher 
MarioweinDeptibrd Random 
violence so often Murs every- 
thing within its reach. And 
when the defendant’s sup- 
porters included none other 

than f h p Grpflt rthflm hrmse tf, 

it was no wonder that the 
event should have been trans- 
formed by its retelling. John- 
son's account, (he earliest of 
his great Lives of the Poets, 
was frankly biased, yet be- 
came over time aD butfactu- 

gl pnnrinilwt flat fe nragp 

was a “modest, inoffensive 
man, not inclined to broils or 
to insolence” and, therefore, 
deserving of mercy, if not 
outright exoneration. More 
recently, Richard Holmes has 
argued that Johnson sup- 
pressed evidence and be- 
trayed the biographer's code. 
Vfetevenhe is forced to admit 
that it was one of Savage’s 
companions, William Mer- 
chant, who triggered the con- 
frontation, and that there 



inthe depositions. What truly 
happened that night may lie 
for ever beyond our knowing. 

’When I decided to use his 
incident in my book about 
a 13th-century watchman 
named George Man, it was 
precisely these uncertainties 
that I most wanted to exploit 
Time, 1 reasoned, does not 
distort reality: life distorts re- 
ality. If even Savage's con- 
temporaries were divided on 

their facts and memories, 
we of later ages need feel no 
misgivings about letting our 
imaginations recast the sce- 
nario. Altered definitions, 
shifted points of view; ex- 
trapolated behaviour- these 
are legitimate devices for the 
novelist to use in an effort to 
recreate a past that would 
otherwise be lost to us. He 
must of course, keep faith 
with the sights, tastes, and 
thoughts of the times. But, if 
he does, he may very well 
capture what eluded even 
the participants and eye- 
witnesses themselves, the 
natural ambiguity of life as 
fickle as qiricks3ver 

In his poetical satire On 
False Historians , Savage 
writes of “romantiefc* tale- 
tellers that “stead of history, 
such authors raise/ Mere, 
crude, wSdnovelsofbad hints 
for plays". I trust that, given 
all his own fellings, be would 
not have judged my version 
of bis life too harshly. 

Keith Heller is the author 
of ‘Man’s Loving Family’ 
(Headline. £5.99) 


Case Summaries 


THE FOLLOWING notes of 
judgments were prepared by 
the reporters of the AU 
England Law Reports. 

Practice 

Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise v Anchor Fbods Ltd; Ch 
D (Neuberger J) 26 February 
1999. 

A MAREVA injunction to 
restrain toe defendant from 
selling or disposing of its 
assets was granted on the eon- 
dition that a cros&undertaMng 
in damages was provided. 
Although the purpose of the 
Mareva jurisdiction was to 
afford protection to a person 
with a good arguable claim 
and not to impede or interfere 
with an ordinary bona fide 
business transaction, the 
court was satisfied that justice 
and convenience would best 
be served if an injunction 
was granted. 

Richard McCombe QC, Paul Giro- 
lami, Amanda Tipples (Solr far 
Customs and Excise) far die com- 
missioners; David Pannick QC, 
Adam Lewis. Sandra BristoQfDibb 
bupton Alsop) far the defendant 

Costs 

Tate v Hark CA (Anld, Sediey 
UJ) 1 March 1999. 

WHERE A court found that 
that, in appealing against a 
wasted costs order solicitors 
had notbeen in breach of the 
CSvfl Legal Aid (General) Reg- 
ulations 1989. the wasted costs 
order should not have been 
upheld on the basis that they 
had acted either unreasonably 
or negligently as defined in 
toe notes to RSC Ord 62, r 
11(2). The court was wrong to 
impose an extra obligation 
which was not found to be 
imposed by the regulations, 
and to base that duty upon 


8 March 1999 

some higher standard founded 
on a concept of unreasonable- 
ness or negligence, especially 
where th e m a k i n g of a punitive 
order such as a wasted costs 
order was involved. 

Alan Evans (Kriomkas & Co, 
Manchester) far the plaintiff; Paul 
Creaner ( Bl eagdale & Co, White- 
haven) far the defendant 

Sentencing 

R v Brown and ors; CA, Crim 
Div (Anld LJ, Forbes, David 
Steel JJ) 3 Feb 1999. 

WHILST SUBSTANTIAL sen- 
tences were justified for 
offences of conspiracy to per- 
vert the course of justice and 
conspiracy to corrupt a police 
officer because of toe impact 
of such offences an the crimi- 
nal justice system, a starting 
point of 13 years’ imprison- 
ment was for too high, even 
where a defendant who was a 
former police officer had used 
know-how and contacts gained 
during his time in toe police 
force in committing a pattern 
of serious offences. 

John thidxng QC, Anne Johnston 
(Registrar qf Criminal Appeals) for 
Brown ; Graham Henson (Regis- 
trar qf Criminal Appeals) for King: 
Sasha VAtss (Registrar qf Criminal 
Appeals) far Mahoney. 

Limitation 

Cooltbard v IMsco KCxCaab Ltd 
and ors: Cb D (Jules Sher QC 
sitting as a deputy High Court 
judge) 1 March 1999. 

NO DISTINCTION could be 
made with regard to limita- 
tion between a common law 
action for damages for fraud 
and its counterpart in equity 
based on the same foots. The 
statute of Satiations applied by 
analogy where there was a 
“correspondence" between 
toe remedies available at law 


or in equity even if the equi- 
table relief was wider than 
that available at law. 

Stephen Bate ( Jordans ) far the 
plaintiff; Adrian Speck I Wiggm& 
Co) far the defendants. 

Pensions 

Bus Employees Pension 
‘frustees Ltd and anor v Hatred 
and ors; NBC Pension Trustees 
Ltd and anor v Paddock and 
anor; Ch D (Sir Richard Scott 
V-Q 2 March 1999. 

THE STATUTORY definitions 
and provisions in toe Pension 
Schemes Act 1993 and the 
Pensions Act 1995 did not 
apply to a scheme which was 
in toe process of being wound 
up. A case in which the wind- 
ing up had apparently been 
completed and the members 
had apparently been paid off 
accordingly did not foil within 
the meaning of occupational 
pension scheme in s l of the 
1993 Act 

Michael TOrmet f Taylor Joynson 
Garrett) far the plaintiffs; Michael 
Furness (Baker & McKenzie) far the 
first and second defondants. 

Dangerous dog 

Cummings v DPP; QBD, Div 
Ct (Kennedy LJ, Blofeid J) 26 
F teb 199 9. 

WHERE AN attack by a dog 
which was dangerously out <5 
control took place on land 
which was not in the owner- 
ship of the dog owner but of the 
local council, evidence of pub- 
lic user tod not have to be 
adduced, since it could be 
inferred. In the present case 
the justices had been entitled 
cm toe evidence to find that the 
dogs were dangerously out of 
control in a public place. 

P. Cnmtpin (Singh & ChOudry) far 
die appellant; John McGumness 
(CPS) far die respondent 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 201 0. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


DAVID MELLOR’S adum- 
brations upon Mahler’s 
Fifto led, convincingly to his 
plumping for Lenny and 
the Vienna Philharmonic 
in 1936 (still fall-price), with 
an honourable mention for 
Klaus Tenhstedt, who was 
“a personal friend”. Mellor 
should stick with friends, 
acquaintances and lovers; 
that tautology is pervasive. 


WORDS 

Christopher . 
Hawtree 
personal, adj. 

as in railway guards’ recent, 
airline-like reminder that 
“customers" should take 
all their “personal belong- 
ings" at toe next “station 


stop" - rather than leap 
out midway with somebody 
else's stuff. 

Meanwhile, l steel myself 
to hear a recent disc not 
mentioned by Meflor: David 


Fifth for the organ at Glou- 
cester Cathedral. And why 
not? Mahler made praoo-roDs 
of other symphonies - pre- 
ferable to the Boulez discs. 
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THE MONDAY REVIEW .> 

: 

‘I never ran ■kd 
with the pack’ 



Mari-Caroline and Alex. Tm sure mom and dad worry and I haven’t told them about some of the situations I f ve been in/ admits Alex 


Russell Sack. 


A lust for adventure 


Alex 

I was bom in Africa and grew 
up there so I have always 
been attracted to the wilder 
parts of the world. Life may 
not be as comfortable, but it 
feels more real in the bush. 
When 1 was little I was hooked on 
wildlife and animals , when other 
kids were into the Eamous Five and 
Biggies, Gerald Durrell and David 
Attenborough were my heroes. 
Because my dad worked for Shell 
Chemicals, the family moved all 
over Africa - Ethiopia, Kenya, the 
Sudan - and we all got used to up- 
rooting and moving on. That may be 
why wanderlust is in my blood. 

At un iv ersi ty I studied zoology, but 
I had no idea what I wanted to do as 
a career; I just knew I didn’t want a 
desk job. Before university I took a 
year off and went to Zimbabwe 
where I worked catching croco- 
diles. It’s not that I was fearless - 1 
just didn't think about the danger. 
Being in the bush, miles away from 
anywhere, is my idea of heaven. Ifs 
good to come back to London for 
about two weeks, and then Tm 
desperate to get back on the road. 

The sense of adventure I get 
when I set off to these remote places 
is like a drug. And, just as with any 
drug, you have to be aware of the 
dangers and exercise caution. I 
honestly do believe you are just as 
likely to be run down by a car in 
London as you are to get into some 
sort of trouble in Africa. 

The reports from Uganda did 


Family Affair 


Alex Nickson is 26. As a tour leader he has travelled to some of the world's most remote places, but 
now he plans to take a desk, job. His mother, Mari-Caroline, admires his fearless spirit - even 
though she worries about him - and isn’t sure he will be able to settle down 


have a huge effect on me, but it 
wouldn't put me off travelling. I 
would love to go to the Bwindi 
National Park and see the wildlife at 
close quarters. The beauty of Africa 
or any of those isolated areas out- 
weighs the risks for me. It’s not just 
about the wildlife, ifs about the cul- 
ture of the place and the people, too. 
I have also travelled and worked in 
India, which is hardly what you 
would describe as remote. Ifs more 
abouj the lure of new experiences 
and a thrill of adventure that keeps 
me going back for more. 

Tm sure my mum and dad worry 
about me and I have been in 
situations which I haven’t told them 
about In case I scared them. When 
I was tiger-tracking in Nepal, for 
example, we were charged by a 
rhino, which was terrifying. Another 
time I was working on an ant- 
poaching patrol in northern Zim- 
babwe and we were charged by a 
herd of buffalo. We jumped over the 
steep edges of a dry river bed and 
prayed the buffalo wouldn't see us. 
That was a bit too dose for comfort 

There have been times when I 
think my parents were worried that 
I would never come back When I 
was trekking on the Silk Route in the 
far west of China, I was just about 


to take a load of tourists over the 
border into Pakistan, when America 
launched its missile attack on 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan threat- 
ened to throw ail the tourists out. 
That worried me because Pakistan 
was our only way out But we man- 
aged it It was only when I arrived 
back that I realised that all our fam- 
ilies had been worried by press re- 
ports that we were missing or dead. 

Although I love travelling I am 
now looking seriously for a career, 
or something that provides me with 
training and a decent salary. If I 
could stay in the UK and maybe do 
one or two trips each year just to 
satisfy my lust for adventure, I 
could cope with that I can’t be a 
wanderer for ever 


Mari-Caroline 

I worry about Alex when he 
shoots off to these remote 
parts of the world. I am just 
grateful that I don’t hear 
about his exploits until he 
gets home; I don't think I 
could cope with knowing about them 
at the time. I think that in this case 
ignorance really is bliss. 

Alex is fearless and adventurous 
and J would never want to change 
that part of his personality. He likes 


living on the edge and puts himself 
in these situations, and I admire that 
In some ways I am quite envious. I 
wish I could have done some of the 
things be has done. I have the same 
sense of adventure as Alex but, as 
a woman. I didn't really have the 
same opportunities that he has had. 

When be got the job as a tour 
leader I was apprehensive but also 
thrilled for him. I would never by to 
stop him because I know he wouldn't 
listen anyway. Alex is sensible and 
knows the ropes. He wouldn’t stick 
his nose into danger out of choice, 
but the risk goes with the territory. 

I suppose 1 am a bit blasC about 
the dangers of Africa because I was 
born and brought up in Uganda, i 
have been in some dangerous 
situations myself and I understand 
what they are like. I'm sure I would 
have been worried sick if be had 
been in Uganda during the recent 
events because I know the area only 
too well and its particular dangers. 

I think Alex has inherited his 
fearless spirit from his grandfather. 
My father moved to Uganda straight 
after the war looking for a new life 
and adventure. He was a highly 
respected lepidopterist and would 
think nothing of jumping out of the 
car in pursuit of some rare breed of 


butterfly - utterly regardless of the 
dangers of the bush. He was crazy 
about Africa and loved nature, 
insects and plants. Alec is a lot like 
hira in many ways. 

I know Alex thinks be can adapt 
to working in England and of course 
Tm always delighted to see him, but 
I want him to be happy and Tm not 
sure a desk job would suit him. He 
feels it's somehow required of him 
to settle down and earn a proper 
living, but I don't think it's as simple 
as that: I don't believe he is really cut 
out for that sort of life. Once you have 
lived this wayward sort of lifestyle 
it is very seductive and extremely dif- 
ficult to give up. Every day is dif- 
ferent: you move on, you see 
different sights, you smell different 
smells, you experience different 
pleasures. You can’t compare a life 
in London to that 

Although I do get frightened for 
Alex sometimes, particularly when 
he is in a political hotspot or we are 
out of contact for a long time, I could 
never have kept him molly-coddled 
in England. He could meet a for 
worse fote just travelling on the 
Underground. I miss him when he 
goes away and sometimes we can't 
even phone each other because 
there is no communication where he 
is staying. But we always manage to 
pick up the threads where we left off 
When he comes home he just slots 
in and we jog along together. It is all 
still there - it never goes. 

interviews by 


lizbestic 


Continued from page l 

When I ask him what most 
frightens him in life, he says: 
-Chelsea winning the league". He 
adds that Spencer “can name 18 of 
the A-team Arsenal squad and can 
sing all the chants" Stanley's first- 
ever item of dothing, he continues, 
was an Arsenal Babygro. He says 
you've got to be ever watchful. 
-Someone might slip a Spurs shirt 
on them one day. and they like the 
colours, and that’s that..." I can’t 
be too sure about this, but I imag- 
ine that when Piers goes to High- 
bury; he possibly takes a picnic 
basket. “A nice bit of Brie, anyone?" 

The Minor has not done too 
badly under his editorship. When 
Piers was first appointed in 19% the 
paper had truly lost its way, with no 
coherent voice, and a tedious over- 
reliance on showbiz and soap stor- 
ies. Now it is better written, with 
better news stories, and the titleis 
the only red-top not to have lost cir- 
culation in the last year. (The cur- 
rent circulation figure is 2589J73.) 

He is clever enough to have es- 
tablished early on where the land 
lay. His biggest mistake, he says, 
was trying to go head to head with 
The Sun, which culminated in the 
xenophobic “Achtung Surrender!" 
headline during Euro ’96. He can 
see that he misjudged things badly 
there, although I'm not sure he 
property regrets it “After all it's a 
joke you’d be able to get away with 
in Dad’s Army or 'Mo. 'Ail o, isn’t 
it?" he says. 

He is splendidly arrogant. He 
appeared once on Have I Cot 
News For You?, tried to get the au- 
dience on his side against Ian His- 
lop. and foiled. It was ail rather 
embarrassing. But he watched 
the video again the other day and 
“you know, it wasn't that bad. It 
was quite funny". 

Does anything make you feel 
humble. Piers? “When we’ve run 
appeals, and ordinary people in or- 
dinary streets doing ordinary jobs 
send in cheques for £10. which is 
probably half their weekly super- 
market bill makes me feel 
humble." I wish I knew which 
supermarkets they went to. 

He is. primarily a “scoop" man. 
which is fine. But are all scoops fotc 
I ask him. Was getting a reporter 
to buy drugs from Jack Straw's son 
fair? Absolutely, he says. “That boy 
knew more names for resin than 
even I do. He was heavily into iL" 

His father might need to know that, 

but not us. surety. He says he 
didn't intend to publish at first But 
after the transaction took place, he 
had to. because a criminal action 
had occurred, and he didn’t want 
his reporter to get into even further 
trouble with the police. “I had my 
hand forced. Plus it was a good 
newspaper story" He doesn’t think 
celebrities’ private lives should be 


protected “They sell their wed. 
dings to OK! for U 00,000, then 
complain when we write about . 
their divorce. You can’t take the 
money for the good stuff then Urtfc. 
the up off for the bad stuff" 

Piers Stefan Pugbe-Morganwaa 
born in Sussex in iStkS, He was ; - 
called Piers, he says, because . . 
that time there was a dashing . 
young racing driver called Pfer$ ': r 
Courage. He says “I could start a - 
dub of 33-year-olds called Piers." - 
Still, he accepts, it could have been ; 
worse, it could have been NigeL * • 

Piers’ father, Gtynne. ran a meat 
distribution business. His mothtt; . . 
Gabriclle, sounds long-suffering ■»- 
"This is my wife and she’s Gaj;" is - 
how his father always introduces . 
her at parties. Still, she's always 
been his greatest support. “I speak . * 
to her almost every day She'S ■; 
support me to the end, whatever -. 
mv heinous journalistic crimes.* \ . 
Which are? “If I was ever too crit- 
ical of Diana she would be on n toff - ■ 
case. She camped on The Mall 
the wedding.” 

He's a newspaperman, through 7 
and through. Even when he’s fa - : 
The Caribbean, he gets itchy for ink 
after a couple of days. “Thor Fra 
down the supermarket, buying 
The Tobago Times and getting 
cross because there is no four-day v 
old copy of USA Tbdap." He read . i 
newspapers from an early age. : 
He remembers, at six - before he " 
had quite got to grips with tire O 
magic “e"- picking out a headline . 
from the Daily Mail and asking; 
“Mum, who’s this girl who’s been 
rapped?" He was always fantastic- •.? 
ally ambitious, too. He has, 
ves. always been supremely self- - 
confident He is hoping to pass this 
on to Stanley. “I say to him, it . 
doesn't matter if you are or aretfhjt 
the best, but you do have to want?! 
to be the best" 

Hu did a year in the City after , 
school then went to Harlow Tech : 
to shirty journalism. Next it was The 
Wimbledon News. And then The. 
Sun, where I first encountered : 
him. Aside from never giving me 
any pointers, he was also keen. Ire 1 
mil on shoving me out of the way V 
so he could have his picture taken 
with celebrities. He was always 
“Friend of the Stars". He says now 
this was all just a joke, realty 

Still when he pops out of his of- 
fice fora moment, which he does - 
at one point I note a framed photo- 
graph on the floor. leaning with its 
back to me, against a wall I take - 
a naughty peek. It’s him meeting 
John Major - agfah! Whatever he . 
thinks of John though, he hasn’t . 


taken any culinary tips fronM 
Norma because I can reveal thaf^ 


Norma because I can reveal that^ 
he doesn't keep grated cheese in • ■ 
his freezer. Is this yet another 
scoop for me? I still find it quite • 
hard to telL 


CLASSIFIED 


Legal Notices 


Legal Notices 


Why would you walk? 


No. 1488 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
GROSVENOR TERRACE 
DEVELOPMENTS 

LIMITED 
- and - 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE LS HEREBY CTTVEN 
lhai j Pclilmn was tin (be 25ifi 
tfa) at Ftftwuiy prcwaiml 
In Her Mjjujj's High Court of 
Juumx (or I be cunBrnutioa of 
tbu i-ancdlalkin or the Shan: 
Pnanwm Account or ibc abuse- 
named Company. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that i he uhl Pfciinm is 
directed 10 he beard before the 
Companies Court Registrar at 
Ibc Ri^mJ Courts of Justice. 
Strand. London WCA 2LL on 
the 1 7th day of March IW. 
ANY' creditor or shareholder ut 
the said Company desiring lu 
oppose the making of an Order 
far the con firmai fern at the said 
reduction of the capital ol the 
Company should appear at Ihc 
lime of the hearing in person or 
by Counsel Tor that purpose. 

A copy is! the soul Petition will 
be furaabeiJ in any sudi person 
requiring the some by tbe 
undermentioned Solicitors on 
payment of the regulated charge 
for tbe stmt 

Dated Ibis Sib day of Much !W 
Hcrtnst Smith. 

Eschanp: Hume. 

Primrose StrecL 
London EC2A2HS 
Ref: ZW*2.T7Z'»7«I574N 
Solid urn for ibc above-named 
Company. 


ECOSYSTEM LIMITED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GWEN puraun 


In Scciioo 48 ol ibc Imaheac? Ad l%6 
Ik* a Meeting of {be Crrriiws uf Ibc 
ahwe-named Coupons «3I be teU jj 
OaicnTIe House. 2h£7 Otendna Si 
L.rfckm.SWlYtEPpn 10 March IWu 


OlfSCOUB UMTTBD T/A 
■EATONS MTOfANHtS 
The fajohrency Aril** 


Jill pa far ihc purposes mounted to 
Section 9* lo 101 oC the said Hx 


Section 9* lo 101 of the said Aa 
Oedtlon ntshfag to HHe at tbe nee imp , 
mat lodge tbetr prtwi. wprlber with a 
| foi] ualcmrtu of account at rhe rwistcteii | 
1 dike - Cbrvrdlc lloesc. Ovcukn 
Street. Lootfmt SW I Y'i£E im bfer liun 
12 Due on 9 Merck 1W). 
for (he pnrpose of wang. i secured 
creditor h required (uj*cm he wmrptkT* 
hbftxsni)) to Wee at Cbrctdk House 
Oteofon Street. U«kx. SWiY 
4EP he Cure the ncuting. a Aatccneu 
prigs puncubis of ha securitt. the djfc 
•ben it ns prres and (be takiie al akkh 
*tsassen,iL 

Stephen Rmbrad Rrmn and Nabobs 
Hugh OKdfly at Rodman Panlnfl jt Cu. 
CbreriBr House. 31C7 Oundoo Street 
London SWIY 4EP are persons ipofified 
w act as fasohuxy Pram poors in 
re boon in rhe company and thee mil 
lantish avdcua free ol charge wirbsndt 
infaramkta m UI tbe Compos/-. a£m 
a> tbe crcAim ns? icasa^Mr rtqarc 
until 1 March I W. 

Mrs I VP Hire 
Company Secretory 


NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN promt* 
to Seaton 98 of toe Insolvency Aa 
198b. that a me*mg ol the ae&tro 
ofBwc Image United will be held at 
I & 2 Raymond BuWngs. Cray's I im. 
London. WC1R 584 on WWrejday 
10th Match 1 999 at 1 1 00 *n. tor die 
purposes prowled farm Sedans 98. 
103 and IOI o( the tawhiency Aa 
1956. 

A lis of the names and addresses of 
the company’s cistor? will be awrf- 


YHS INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 

TRAOOINE (UK) UMITB3 
Cmnpoy Number. 31UM2 
NOTICE IS HEREBY CiVtN pursuant to 


Stem 98 of *c knahency Act 1986 iha a 
Vrt*>g ol Oedtra* he Md * Mott! 
bis, Udrtrl WA. Bnumgtaav 81 aST on 
II Uadi IW * 2JQpB far the ptrpnne 
of having a statement of the rorapany't 
afafa laid tiieo. and far be papase. 

fitofoemeam^aUjicUce md 
*mRigtfaiileuncBmdM. 
Cradosn msttag to wue at be meeting 
most lodge a proir. together with a 
statement of tin debt * the offices of 
Rofaon Rhode. Ceffe Oy Timer. 7 HI 
street Bmmriurn 85 *UU m Ue> than 
1200 taro mat on 10 Mmh 1«L 
A far of the tuunes and addresses rf the 
cnnpinvY attften wd be ratable hr 
msoettion. free of durae. at the e*ce» ol 
Robson Bodes. Centra Otv Twer, 7 Hi 
street Bontfn^ua 85 «IAJ on 8 March 
1999 and 10 March 1999 between die 
heusef 1000 aid 1000 host 
Qnddwl Atadi 1999 
i BOCUO Oreoor 


In tbe Matter oT 
LARACO LIMITED 
usd la tbe Matter of the 
lasolerocy Act L9# 

Tba b v> cenrfj that j nc am el 


Me tor Mpecnon, free <i ctoree. 
dun ns tumess boro on tv Monday 
8th Match 1999 and Rraibv 9th 
March 1999 X fae oftces of B N 
loctson Norton. I a 1 Raymcvri 
fl intones. Cray’s km. umdon WCTR 
5BZ 

The meeting may be requested to 
consider a resolution agree**; toe 
baas of the ittgadatirt temunera- 
tin To aw 3 creators In making an 
mfermed deopoa J copy of toe 
creditor/ pride to Ujuidabrs’ fees 
as detailed in the Society ol 
Praarooren of taotancy. Surmer* 
or' Inxitvaicy Portree Na9 is avail- 
able. 

Dated this 3rd March 1999 
By Order d the Beard 
S. Ctoeaor 


CrnfMt ml GaKtitaurta •* 


il r raw- tail am ULLfM Jamlr 
r ri Mean OrpUa The OH 


WAmd i ftw Ena SSI 7EU biua; 
pretiM wiiftco utu Iha ta t> 
guified I d*)oc< l *t«u»m 
a retxm tn Uw jtavr anaed uqvn 
aktta fnmuai at tta UtaAcKc Aa 
IWti. and Itai ta ouecus w act. 


Metro Hearts 


THE KSOWBKTRUIB 1986 


3 I'M .’f-Wi'ia 


COMPANY UMITED 


DfliQUlQSJION 



THfc INKOLVEMCY ACT 1986 
BANCROFT APPOINTMENTS 
LIMITED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIYiCS, purstunl 
in s.<M lasohiauy Aa 'Ufe. dot a 
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SOCIETY FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF 
LADIES IN REDUCED CIRCUMSTANCES 


Founded by rhe late Miss Edith Smallwood 
Charity Registration No. 205798 

★ The Society assists, by charitable grants, ladies of British 
Nationality living alone on low incomes and domiciled in ihe 
British Isles. 

★ We welcome enquiries from those who may need our help or from 
those wishing to support the Society. 

A Preliminary Application Form and further information may be 
obtained from:- 

The Secretary SAX.R.C. (I), 

Lancaster House, 25 Hornyold Road, 

Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 IQQ 
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ILL TELL you this, but you’ll 
have to promise that it will go 
no farther. Not long after we 
moved here we had the 
people next door round for 
dinner and - I swear this is 
true - they drove. 

I was astounded (l recall 
asking them jokingly if they 
used a light aircraft to get to 
the supermarket, which 
simply drew blank looks and 
tbe mental scratching of my 
name from all future imitation 
lists), but I have since come 
to realise that there was noth- 
ing especially odd in their 
driving less than a couple of 
hundred feet to visit us. No- 
body walks anywhere in 
America nowadays. 

A researcher at the Uni- 
versity of California at Berke- 
ley recently made a study of 
tbe nation's walking habits 
and concluded that 85 per 
cent of people in the United 
States are “essentially" 
sedentary; 35 per cent of the 
population are “totally" sed- 
entary. The average American 
walks less than 75 miles a year 
- about 1.4 miles a week, 
barely 350 yards a day. Tm no 
stranger to sloth myself, but 
that's appallingly little. 

One of the things we want- 
ed when we moved to Amer- 
ica was to live in a town within 
walking distance of shops. 
Hanover: where we settled is 
a small typical New E nglan d 
college town, pleasant, se- 
date and compact. It has a 
broad green, an old-fashioned 
main street, nice college 
buildings with big lawns, and 
leafy residential streets. It is, 
in short, an agreeable, easy 
place to stroIL Nearly every- 
one in town is within a level 
five-minute walk of the shops, 
and yet as far as I can tell vir- 
tually no one walks. 

I walk to town nearly every 
day when I am at home. I go 
to the post office or library or 
the load bookshop, and some- 
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times, if 1 am feeling particu- 
larly debonair I stop atRosey 
Jekes Cafi for a cappuccino. 
All this is a big part of nty life 
and I wouldn't dream of doing 
it other than on foot People 
have got used to this curious 
and eccentric behaviour now, 
but several tunes in the early 
days, passing neighbours 
would slow beside the kerb 
and ask if I wanted a lift. 

“But Tm going your way." 
they would insist when I po- 
litely declined. "Realty ifs no 
bother.” “Honestty I enjoy 
walking.” Well if you’re ab- 
solutely sure”, they would 
say, and depart reluctantly as 
if they felt they were leaving 
the scene of an accident 

People have become so 
habituated to using the car for 
everything that it would never 
occur to them to unfurl their 
legs and see what they can do. 
Sometimes ifs almost ludi- 
crous. The other day I was in 
a little nearby town called 
Etna waiting to bring home 
one of my children from a 
piano lesson when a car 
stopped outside the local post 
office and a man about my age 
popped out and dashed inside 
(and left tbe motor running - 
something else that exercises 
me inordinately). He was in- 
side for about three or four 
minutes, then came out, got 
in the car and drove exactly 
16 feet to the general store 
next door, and popped in, en- 
gine stiff running. 

And the thing is, this man 


looted really fit Tm sure he 
jogs extravagant distances 
and plays squash and does all 
kinds of exuberantly healthful 
things, but I am just as sure 
that he drives to each of these 
undertakings. Ifs crazy. An 
acquaintance of ours was 
complaining the other day 
about the difficulty of finding 
a place to park outside the 
local gymnasium. She goes 
there several times a week to 
walk on a treadmilL The gym- 
nasium is, at most, a six- 
minute walk from her front 
door. I asked why she didn't 
walk to the gym and do six 
minutes less on the trea dmill. 

She looted at me as if l 
were tragically simple- 
minded and said, “But I have 
a programme for the tread- 
mill It records my distance 
and speed, and I can adjust it 
for degree of difficulty." it 
had not occurred to me how 
thoughtlessly deficient nat- 
ure is in this regard. 

According to a concerned 
and faintfy horrified recent ed- 
itorial in the Boston Globe, tbe 

United States spends less 
than l per cent of its $25bn-a- 
year roads budget on facilities 
for pedestrians. Actually, Tm 
surprised ifs that much. Go 
to almost any suburb devel- 
oped in the last 30 years - and 
there are thousands to choose 

from - and you will not find a 
pavement anywhere. Often 
you won’t find a single pedes- 
trian crossing. I am not 
exaggerating. 

I had this brought home to 
me last summer when we 
were driving across Maine 
and stopped for coffee in one 
of those endless zones of 
shopping malls, motels, petrol 
stations and fast-food places 
that sprout everywhere in 
America these days. I noticed 
there was a bookshop across 

the street, so I decided to skip 

coffee and pop over. I needed 
a particular book and anyway 


I figured that this would give 
my wife a chance to spend 
some important private qual- 
ity time with four restive, 
overheated children. 

Although the bookshop 
was no more than 50ft or 60ft 
away I discovered that there 
was no way to get there on 
foot There was a traffic cross- 
ing for cars, but no provision 
for pedestrians and no way to 
cross without dodging 
through three lanes of swiftty 
turning traffic. I had to get in 
the car and drive across. At 
the time it seemed ridiculous 
and exasperating, but after- 
wards I realised that I was 
probably the only person ever 
even to have entertained the 
notion of negotiating that 
intersection on fool 
The fact is, Americans not 
only don't walk anywhere, 
they won’t walk anywhere, 
and woe to anyone who tries 
to make them, as a town here 
in New Hampshire called 
Laconia discovered to its cost 
A few years ago Laconia 
spent $5ra on pedestriamsing 
its town centre, to mate it a 
pleasant shopping environ- 
ment Aesthetically it was a 
triumph - urban planners 
came from all over to coo and 
take photos - but commer- . 
dagyitwasaffisastecFtarced 
to walk one whole block from 
a car park, shoppers aban- 
doned downtown Laconia for- 
suburban mails 
In 1994 Laconia dug up its 

pretty brick paving, took away 

the benches and tubs of ' 
geraniums and decorative 
trees, and put the street back 
to the way it had been in the 
first place. Now people can 
park right in front of the steps . 
again and downtown Laootua 
thrives anew. And if that Isn't 
sad, I don’t know what is. 


'Notes from a Big Country' by 
BUI Bryson is published by 
Doubleday , price £16.99 
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And for our next cunning plan 


The South Bank is looking for yet another scheme that will rejuvenate the world’s biggest arts complex. By James Fisher 
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>u walk? 


^ttle less than a 
year after the force 
that ended tile am- 
bitious plan by 
Richard Rogers to 
put a glass roof 

- — — over the entire 

South Bank Centre, the complex is 
following the showbiz maxim to 
pick itself up, dust itself down and 
start all over again. 

This week sees the announce- 
ment of a shortlist for a new mas- 
ter planner in what wfl] be the third 
formal attempt to sort out the prob- 
lems that bedevil the centre. 

The South Bank may be Britain’s 
largest arts complex, but it was not 
planned that way It grew up in an 
ad hoc fashion after the Royal Fes- 
tival Hall was completed for the 1951 
Festival of Britain, and despite the 
SrxiVgs’ bid to impose structure on 
it vk& raised walkways, its nature 
still shows. Ib can it a •'centre” at aD 
is optimistic - rather, it is a collec- 
tion of different arts venues. 

In the Eighties, the architect 
Tferry Farrell was in charge of the 
first attempt, drawing up proposals 
that would have paid for improved 
arts facilities by commercialising the 
centre; in the Nineties, Rogers and 
the lottery seemed to offer a route, 
which would have allowed the South 
Bank to modernise without com- 
promising. Both came to no thing 

After the failed attempts by two 
of Britain’s leading architects and 
£2m of lottery funding down the 

drain, is it time to call a halt to the 
idea that a “grand project” solution 
can be found for the South Bank; 
time to make the best of what's 
the^ clean up and move on? 

Apparently not, if you read the 
centre’s competition brief for a new 
masterplannen On the face of it this 
is a bold statement of intent an an- 
nouncement of another fresh start 
that involves possible demolition 
and replacement of the Hayward 
Gallery, the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
and the Purcell Room. Out with the 
expensive glass roo^ in with costly 
new buildings. 

But the South Bank Centre ar- 
gues that its newplan is something 
ofa third way -neither a grand pro- 
ject nor papering over the cracks. 
Bold, but affordable. 

When the Rogers plan collapsed 
last year, the culture secretary, 
Chris Smith, became involved and 
called foraback-to-basics approach 
at the South Bank. A new chief ex- 
ecutive, the properly developer El- 
lio*‘/^emerd, was appointed to 
examine the issues and come up 
with a new way forward. His ap- 
proach is underpinned by three 
basic tenets: what money is avail- 
able, what money can be got and 
what can be built with it The word 
“pragmatic” is one thatcomesread- 
ily to the lips of South Bank people 
these days. “It’s a pragmatic ap- 
proach: what buildings we need, 
what buildings we can afford. It is an 


exercise in measuring blocks of 
space, rather than a grand vision,” 
says one. To further this aim, the 
centre hired Britain’s leading 
processroriented space- measurer 
Dr Frank Duffy, to draw up a brief 
for the competition to choose the 
new master plannee, Duffy, chairman 

Oft hepfa wningjmri pr rhitpofm- p firrp 

DEGW says the latest approach is 
“more about managing thp pr ocess ” 
than previous attempts. 

“My idea of urban design is that 
it is rooted in politics and econom- 
ics, as well as spatial relationships 
and architecture. This is not a very 
British idea.” Duffy, who trained in 
America, says it was crndal to sep- 
arate the job Of the master p larnior 
(making sure the project is achiev- 
able) from that of tile architects (re- 
sponsible for the design of individual 
buildings). “The problem with 
Rogers' approach is that it became 
a mega-structure. This time, the pro- 
ject will be delivered stage by stage, 
while the show goes on, and 
new stage will deliver a better ser- 
vice to the public,” he argues. 

And this gets to the heart of the 
South Bank’s problem, third time 
round. Rogers’ glass roof had its crit- 
ics, but it also had a bold vision. Prag- 
matism and process may well be 
New Labour; but they are not very 
exciting. And the centre badly needs 
to generate some kind of buzz 
around the project 

There is also a sense that the 
moment may have passed. Rogers’ 
project could have opened at the 
start of the next century or coincided 
with the 50th anniversary of the Fes- 
tival of Britain. Now it may be five 
years before anything new happens 
at the South Bank Centre-2004 and 
the 53rd anniversary don’t have 
quite the same resonance. 

What excitement there is comes 
in the form of expanded film facili- 
ties on the site: the British Film In- 
stitute plans to sell its West End 
headquarters and move to the South 
Bank. The sale will raise enough 
money to build a new headquarters 
and a National Film & Television 
School, and enlarge the National 
FUm Theatre ami the Museum of the 
Moving Image. Excitement also 
comes in the “radical” idea of de- 
molishing the still-controversial 
Sixties buildings at the heart of the 
centre - the Queen Elizabeth Hall, 
the Purcell Room and the Hayward 
Gallery. But even this will not be 
straightforward. 

The often impractical concrete 
buildings have their admirers, who 
oppose demolition. Both English 
Heritage and the Twentieth Century 
Society have argued that they 
should be listed to protect them 
against wholesale redevelopment 
Twentieth Century Society's con- 
sultant director; Ken Powell, says: 
“We are very alarmed. The Arts 
Council, culture secretary, South 
Bank board -everyone seems to be 

gan ging up on the Sixties b uilding s. 



Above: Richard Rogers plan for a glass roof over the South Bank was rejected and below, the concrete complex which has its admirers 
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“It is almost undeniable that au- 
dienceslike the Hayward, and most 
people accept that it antT the other 
buildings could be retained and 
modernised. We want to emphasise 
that they are very good resources 
and have potential.” 

Powell admits that the buildings’ 
external appearance does not help 
their cause, but cites the nearby 
National Theatre as an example of 
how cleaning and lighting a Sixties 
concrete building can improve it 


He argues that there is a need for 
“controlled change” in developing 
the South Bank, but accepts that 
cafes, restaurants and even a multi- 
ptex cinema are important for bring- 
ing in more people. Unlike others on 
the South Bank team, Frank Duffy 
is more cautious about the Sixties 
buildings, saying that he would “not 
exclude the possibility” of demoli- 
tion. He compares them to the 
Pyramids - big on the outside but 
with not much space inside. They 


were built without any attention 
being paid to the artistic pro- 
gramme, he adds. 

As an arts resource, the South 
Bank is probably unique in the num- 
ber of different agencies it is saddled 
with pleasing, each with conflicting 
interests. The Arts Council. English 
Heritage, Lambeth Council, the 
RqyalFineArt Commission, the Arts 
Council Lottery Rind, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport all have 


a say in what goes on there. Couple 
this with a national tendency to 
question the value of spending vast 
sums of money on culture, an insti- 
tutionalised resistance to change 
and two foiled attempts, and the frill 
nature of the problem facing the bid 
to modernise becomes apparent 
Duffy contends that the new pro- 
ject is exciting: “We are dealing with 
the biggest arts complex in the 
world; the next biggest is the Lincoln 
Center in New York, and that is half 


the size." Simon Smithson, who 
was project architect for the Rogers 
scheme, agrees that it is a “fantas- 
tic site and a fantastic project”. His 
words hide huge disappointment and 
frustration about last year's failure, 
not to mention four years' work 
that came to nothing. “My advice to 
any architects is to believe that 
something can happen; doing noth- 
ing is notan option. Elliot [B^nerd] 
is an extremely persuasive person 
- if anyone can do it, he can.” 
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Green vision where once the car was king 
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On the site of an historic automobile factory, Paris is planning a virtually car-free re-development. By Claire Soares 
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IN 1898 Louis Renault built his 
first car in a workshop on the 
he Seguin, west erf Paris. A hun- 
dred and one years later the is- 
land. the last undeveloped site 
in Greater Paris, is to be a vir- 
tually car-free zone. 

The historic Renault factory, 
the driving force and the sym- 
bol of French industry for much 
of this century, is to make way 
for this new. “green" urbanis- 
ation. The factory was often 
thought of as an indicator of the 
health of French industry. 
“When Bfllancouit comes down 
with a cold, all France coughs" 
the saying went As the largest 
factory dose to central F^ris, its 
employees played a pivotal role 
in the May 1968 uprisings, 
pleanj’feul Sartre even ad- 
dressed a meeting at the 
factory gates. 

The land is an architect’s 
dream in terms of location, 
si?fr and opportunity. It covers 
70 hectares (approximately the 
size of the lie de la Citd in cen- 
tral Paris) and all its easting 
buildings, once the cutting edge 
of the European car industry, 
are due to be demolished- 

Bruno Fortier, 48, is the 
architect who won the three- 
horse race to redesign the new 
island , and areas of land on the 
river banks on either side, at 
Meudon and Boulogne-Bfllan- 
eourt The factory, dosed since 
19 l I jnow looks forlorn, “a huge 
empty carcass” in Fortier s 
words. It wfll be knocked down 
to make way for small clusters 
af offices and residential build- 
ngs among green parks. 

Fortier, whose other pro- 
e c t s indude developing Nantes 


town centre and the area 
around the TGV train station in 
Marseilles, was the preferred 
candidate of Jean-Pierre Fbur- 
cade, mayor of Boulogne-Bil- 
lancourt, and when the three 
plans were put to a local refer- 
endum his came top of the poll 
with 57 per cent of the votes. 

Talking tn The Independent 
Fortier explained the appeal, of 
his design. “I have tried not to 
devote everything to buildings 
and construction, but, on the 
contrary, to create a breathing- 
space by freeing the banks 
from traffic and creating num- 
erous green spaces.“ 

“The presence of cars along 
the banks of the Seine in the 
centre of Paris is hellish. What 
I wanted to do was to divert the 

traffic into the built-up areas 
and liberate the banks, as the 
Boulevard St Germain does in 
the sixth arronffissement” So 
on the Boulogne-Billancourt 
bank Fortier has ensured that 
traffic passes through the cen- 
tre of the town, and has creat- 
ed a pedestrian walkway 
alongside the river. 

On the island itself, the 
architect has “kept vehicles to 
a minimum ” Hie north side 
hag a small road at ground level 
but on the south side traffic 
goes underground. All car 
parks will be situated beneath 
the buildings. The outer peri- 
phery is a green trail reserved 
for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Fbrber concedes that “it will 

teirp great determination to 
ensure that these plans are ex- 
ecuted- The features that have 
attracted people, are the very 
ones that frighten them. They 



Above: The Renault factory on the tie Segirin, once the epitome of French indus- 
trial success. Below: an impression of the island development Rex Features 



like the idea of having tranquil 
footpaths alongside the river 
but they worry about the traf- 
fic and the noise from the di- 
verted roads through the town”. 

The residents of Boulogne- 
Billancourt will have a new 
park by stay of compensation. 


In this respect Fortier’s project 
is original, in that the park 
runs parallel to the Seine. 
“There is a habit in Paris to 
bufld parks peiperkWarto the 
Seine, such as the Champs de 
Mars near the Eiffel Tbwer; 
but I decided to opt for a par- 


allel park that mirrors the mag- 
nificent Parc de Saint-Cloud on 
the opposite hill". 

The Communist contingent 
of the local council are dis- 
mayed that environmental 
considerations are outweighing 
industrial ones. The Commun- 
ist vice-president of the re- 
gional council for urban 
development, Jocelyne Riou, 
explained: “Bbrtier’s project 
puts too much emphasis on the 
environment and the standard 
of Uving, without realising that 
the latter is dependent on jobs.” 

Jbrtier counters this by say- 
ing that it has not yet been de- 
cided what will go into the new 
buildings, so the number of 
jobs to be created Is unknown. 

There has beat talk of the is- 
land being used as the Olympic 


village, if France wins its bid for 
2008. Another suggestion is a 
science research centre -a pro- 
posal perhaps fitting to the 
birthplace of the cat 

Whatever their eventual use, 
the buildings Fortier has de- 
signed are in harmony with the 
island. The clusters are not in 
a straight line, but curve as the 
island curves. None of the 
dwellings is more than six 
storeys high, in keeping with a 
government directive. 

Fbrtiec however, is a little 
critical of this constraint “It 
stems from the catastrophe of 
the Sixties when too many sty- 
rises were built But there can 
be an adveree tendency to build 
dense blocks of three-storey 
buildings that look just as crap. 
Personally I think different 
heights provide interest” 

The four “gardens” between 
the buddings are farther proof 
that Fortier's project has been 
put together with the pedes- 
trian in mind. “I would like 
those who walk around the lie 
Seguin in 2015 to appreciate iL.. 
and hope that the area be- 
comes truly memorable”. 

However; there are still ob- 
stacles to be overcome: the 
old factory site must be 
cleaned, a new bridge is to be 
budt, and Fbrtier must battle to 
retain what he regards as the 
key features of his proposal. 

And money. At a time when 
the state is trying to redress the 
imbalanc e within Paris, it will 
be difficult for a site located in 
the already rich west to procure 
funds, when projects in the 
poorer northern and eastern 
areas of the city are a priority. 
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The one that got away 

John Neville could have been up there with Sir Ian and Dame Judi as a Great British Thesp. But instead 
he ended up in Canada, and in The X-FUes. Does he have any regrets about the past? By Daniel Rosenthal 
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J ohn Neville is the work- 
ing-dass Condon buy who 
became one of the great 
idols of postwar British 
theatre. No, he's not, he's 
one of Canada’s most re- 
■ourceful artistic directors. Wait a 
noment isn't he that guy known to 
nillions of TV viewers as Wefl- 
tonicured Man from TheX-Fdes? 

In fact, he’s all three. And for this 
reek only he has a fourth label: 
Tstwhile local hero enjoying a 
entimen tal return to Nottingham. 
Seville has flown in from his home 
n TOnmta to give three perfbnn- 
nces of Krapp's Last Ttipe part of 
he SOth-anniversaiy season at Not- 
ingham Playhouse, the theatre 
riiidi he ran, with great success and 
atisfadion, from 1963 to 1968. 

In jeans and black. X-FUes jacket, 
fertile looks a good 
leal younger than his 
3 years. It’s an age at 
rfiich he might be 
argiven for shirking 
isky challenges, 
uch as having to 
;old an 800- strong 
udience single- 
handed as Krapp, the 
lderly Beckett hero 
effecting on a life 
oeasured out in tape 
pools. So why do it? 

It's partly because I 
rented to be involved 
l the anniversary” 
e says, “and partly 
ecause of the won- 
erful writing, so thick and deep. 
“But Tm in a paradoxical situa- 
ion. A year ago in Toronto 1 did 
Irian Friel’s Molly Sweeney, which 
; all monologues. Ybnatttoe with 
he other actors, waiting for your 
ue, and then you’re on for four 
ages. Right throughout the run I 
ever stopped being scared, and I 
aid Tm never doing that again*. But 
ow here I am in something even 
lore exposing.” 

like Krapp’s memories, Neville’s 
aelings on revisiting Nottingham 
fter 30 years are tinged with sad- 
ess at haw things change. “I can 
arely recognise the city. My 
doved Pringle’s Picture Palace, 
le rinwria -which was the P\ay- 
ouse’s first home and in which I 
layed Macbeth, is now a Firkin pub. 
hat was a terrible shock. 

“Thpafrrs in En g land has rhangpd 
o much, too. I’m a Canadian dti- 
en now and it's not for me to crit- 
dse my old country. But I ran a 
ermanent company at the Play- 
ouse, in repertory and it's a great 
hame that that approach has 
i sappeared - though Tm glad it’s 
^turning at the National. Too many 
oimg actors in Britain are just 
•siting by the telephone for a puny 
jle in mediocre television.” 

Bis decision to take over as Play- 
ouse director in 1963 caused a 
ensation for greater than the one 



that greeted the recent temporary 
defection of Ian McKellen (ironically * 
a Neville protege) from London to 
Leeds. Back then, actors could be 
superstars without doing film or 
television and Neville, who rejected 
a seven-year Hollywood contract to 
dedicate himself to Shakespeare, 
was among the most famous. He 
and his great friend Richard Burton 
were the twin heart-throbs of the 
Old Vic company in the Fifties. 

“We were idols,” Neville says 
matter-of-factly, “and after shows 
would each have our own set of fans 
Stretching down the Waterloo 
Road” When he cut short a trium- 
phant West End run in the original 
production o£A#e and declared that 
he was heading for the Midlands “to 
get away from the pernicious idea 
that only the best should be in Lou- 
don”, the press said 
he was crazy. . 

He not only 
played leading 
roles there (includ- 
ing Willy L^man. in 
Death of a Sales- 
man) he also dir- 
ected Robert Ryan 
as Othello and the 
young Judi Dench 
as Saint Joan. 

He speaks with 
equal pride of the 
Saturday morning 
youth dub he start- 
ed so as to build 
stronger com- 
munity links: “We 
had 17-year-old miners playing 
trolls in scenes from Peer GynL" 
His childhood was spent in 
Wfllesden, north London, where 
his father was a motor mechanic 
and tony driven “Vfe were quite poor 
and very, very working-class.” 

He was about to enter Rada in 
1942 when his call-up papers ar- 
rived Fbr the remainder of the war 
he was a Royal Navy signalman, 
serving on battleships during the 
Normandy fendin g?; while simulta- 
neously “training myself to lose 
my cockney accent, so that I could 
go home and do the classics”. 

At Rada, after he was demobbed, 
his accent was replaced by patrician 
vowels, but his father’s values re- 
mained. “He always said “You don’t 
buy anything, son, unless you’ve got 
the coppers in your pocket'.” That 
governed his attitude to running 
theatres and helped him to ease a 
$45m (fa 8m) deficit at Stratford On- 
tario, one of the three major Canad- 
ian theatres of which he was artistic 
director between 1973 and 1989. 

He had decided to emigrate 
because he found the “can-do” 
mentality in the country’s theatres 
“wildly exciting". He detects that 
same spirit in the students he 
directs in Tbronto. They, of course, 
know him primarily through TheX- 
FUes, and rib him about the Well- 
Manicured Man's role as part of the 


‘Filming “Baron 
Munchausen ” 
was six very 
tough months’ 



John Neville: ‘As l get older, the standards I set myself don’t get lower; they get higher* 


shady committee that is in league 
with the aliens. 

“I was originally meant to be in 
jiist two episodes, but the character 
was regularly brought bade, be- 
cause the audience simply doesn't 
know if he stands for good or evil" 
It’s a mark of his professionalism 
that he can invest a line from The 
X-FUes movie like “We are nothing 
but digestives for the creation of a 
new race of alien life forms” with as 
much gravitas as he would a solil- 
oquy from Richard 27, the play that 


earned him his finest reviews. 

Seeing him acting opposite David 
Duchovny, or in a recent TV 
showing of The Adventures of 
Baron Munchausen - “six very 
tough months” -sets you flunking 
what might have happened if he’d 
stayed in Britain. Dench and 
McKellen have become Sir Ian and 
Dame Judi. Would he have become 
Sir John, ranked alongside Paul 
Scofield as one of our greatest 
theatre veterans? 

“People have said that about the 


knighthood, but who knows? I have 
no regrets.” 

He does have thoughts of retire- 
ment “Krapp may well be my last 
stageappearanca’AsIgetoldegthe 
standards I set myself get higher - 
and I fall further short of them than 
I ever dreamed. I hate that Acting’s 
been my life, rye been successful 
and, at times, good at it, but now rd 
sooner put my energy into directing.” 

There are plenty of plays he 
wants to stage. “Hays like The 
Revenger’s Tragedy that a lot of 


Doug Marke/Page One 


people don't want to do,” he says, 
enthusiastically. “Tm not a career 
director; I do plays because I have 
things to say about them and be- 
cause one is supposed to stage 
things not to guarantee good box- 
office hut to challenge the audience. 
I won’t give up until I drop ” 

‘Krapp’s Last Tape’ is at 
Nottingham Playhouse (0115-941 
9419) from 11 to 13 March; The X- 
FUes’ movie is available to buy on 
video from 29 March 


SINCE THE umpteen-piece 
Icelandic pop-group-cum-art- 
in stailation Gus Gus broke cover a 
couple of years ego, the only area 
in which they have displayed any 
consistency has been their 
insistence on wildly inaccurate 
aftmm titles. Their 1997 debut was 
called Pdtydistortion. but was a 
collection of songs as clean, sleek 
and modern as cruise missiles; the 
imminp.ntj and terrific, follow-up, 
This Is Normal, is every bit as 
ordinary and commonplace as a 
rhinoceros on a skateboard. 

Unpredictability is not always a 
good thing, especially when what 
you were doing was already 
different When they headlined 
this venue on their last visit to 
London, they heavily emphasised^ 
the visual component of their 
work, at times shrouding the 
band’s members almost to the 
point of invisibility. Tonight, in a 
performance based largely 
around the new alhnm, the films 
on the backdrop remain, but Gus 
Gus are for the most part brightly 
tit and, by their previous aloof 
standards, surprisingly a nima ted. 

Gus-Gus’s records, much tike 
those of Massive Attack, are best 
thought of as dance music you're 
not really supposed to dance to. 

On This Is Normal Gus Gus use 
the beats and bleeps of the techno 
palette to create atmospheres of a 
subtlety and depth that are at 
■ odds with the usual emotional 
worthlessness of the genre. 

Strange, then, that the singers 
Daniel Agust and HaftHs Huld ( 

have picked this moment to 
forsake the severe black garb and 
diffident cool that have hitherto 
been their standard, for colourful 
attire, immovable smiles and an 
awful lot of jumping up and down 
and waving their hands in the air 

Sometimes, it seems 
appropriate - the new single, 
“Ladyshave”, is an irresistibly 
funky pop moment and features 
unabashed use of that definitive 
Eighties relic, the shoulder-slung 
keyboard- Another of the new 
songs is interrupted by a robotic 
rap appropriated from Abba's “On 
and On and On” - which, again, is 
not the time or the place for 
imperious arty remove, and Gus 
Gus should certainly continue to 
explore this more frivolous side, 
especially if it’s going to produce . 
more singles tike “Ladyshave”. y 

Tonight unfortunately, they 
rather overdo it - the latter half of 
the show degenerates into a slew 
of long, beat-heavy tracks barely 
distinguishable from each other, 
and the stage begins to look Like 
an aerobics class. 

Gus Gus have it in them to be 
one of the best reasons for 
turning up for the new decade, 
but a balance needs to be located 
between grave and rave. 

! Andrew Mueller 


Give it a little more fizz, lads 


'■'ONLY the excesses for which Kula 
hake- have had their career derailed 
ere even half-true. They’ve been 
ailed misogynists, even Nazi- 
bsessed, since the singer/tyridst 
rispian Mills opened his mouth 
nee too often about his beloved, n>- 
lantidsed India, ill-advisedly offer- 
ig to reclaim the swastika - and 
iher crimes. But before that, he’d 
liked of spiritual revolution, of on- 
osbing millennial crisis. In the 
atchouli aristocracy tones appro- 
bate to Hayley Mills’s son, he 
*emed realty to want to change the 
odd. That he hasn't, and that the 
remise of blistering early singles 


such as “Hey Dude" has been bro- 
ken too, is truly sad Kula Shaker are 

so much less than they should be. 

The evidence is in every other 
lyric in this week of pre-tour shows 
at the tiny 100 Club, one-time home 
to hippies. Mills offers wispy pre- 
varications, useless incitements: 
“Something’s on my mind, but I don't 
want to talk about it” is typical of the 
patchy new album Peasants, Pigs 
andAstranauts. Perhaps it indicates 
a wavering of the revolutionary 
party line under media pressure. At 
any rate, in a spiritually apathetic 
age it’s hardfy a call to arms. And 
there's less excuse for the band’s 


Pop 

KULA SHAKER 

100 CLUB 
LONDON 


musical refusal to progress. Tbo 
often, these dates seem not a win- 
ningly democratic gesture by a 
million-selling rock act, but their ap- 
propriate level as reincarnations of 
a band second on the bill to the Small 
Fhces, circa 1968. 

There’s no excitement, no sense 
of sweaty connection, as you'd get 
with bands with true devotees in this 


setting. Instead, Mills leads his men 
to polite interest, with his own lack 
of charisma, as he lets his blond hair 
flop over his face, all too apparent 
He speaks in an accent somewhere 
between Suggs and some ironic Mr. 
Showbiz, even when he’s saying 
things he must believe: that 108 “is 
the secret number of love”. Some- 
times he holds his arms out, as if of- 
fering wisdom, or an embrace. But 
mostly, be’s one of the boys. EGs band 
emphasise organ rife, proving 
they're mods at heart “Sound of 
Drums” adds laser blasts, updating 
their sound to 1976. but the crowd's 
chatter over “Mystical Machine 


Guns”indian chords shows that var- 
iety wont be encouraged. 

And yet there are regular re- 
minders why we’re still here at all 
why Kula Shaker haven't already 
been dumped in the post-Britpop 
bargain bin. As the guitars chop into 
“Hey Dude" and “Hush", memories 
of their early magic creep back 
When the overture to a new age, the 
song “Hosannah", offers its tenta- 
tive message over a gentle strum, 
escalating to an epic chorus, you can 
almost believe in them anew. But the 
crowd is already evaporating. No one 
wants an encore, not today. . 

Nick Hasted 



Ciispian Mills: one of the boys John Gunion 
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THIS WAS THE WEEK THAT WAS 


Tbday On this day in 1988 
scriptwriters of US soap operas 
went on strike, holding a gun to 
the heads of Dallas, Dynasty 
and other series. The bad news 
is that they went bade to work. 

Tomorrow In 1932, Pu YL the 
real life hero of the glossy movie 
The Last Emperor, was 
installed as provincial dictator 
of second division puppet state 
Manchukuo. A relegation for an 
Emperor who had sat on the 
Chinese throne aged two. 

Wednesday High Tor, starring 
Bing Crosby and Julie Andrews, 
the first foil-length feature film 
' made lor TV, was networked in 
the US in 1956. 

Thursday After the death of 
her companion Lytton Strachey. 
the artist Dora Carrington died 
in 1932 from self-inflicted 



The Last Emperor’ 

gunshot wounds, not knowing 
that she would be reincarnated 
as Emma Thompson in the 
excellent Carrin gto n scripted 
by Christopher Hampton. 

Friday Mervyn Peake's only 
stage play. The WUo to Woo, 
went down like diy rot in 
Gormenghast Castle. 
Fortunately he did not give up 
his day job of writing the Titus 
Groan novel trilogy, later 


dramatised on Radio 4 with 
Sting as chief villain. 

Saturday Showing at a Paris 
music hall in 1894, Yvette Goes 
to Bed was the title of the first 
striptease on stage; subsequent 
artistic turns showed a young 
lady undressing for the doctor, 
for the bath, to keep cool and to 
uncover a flea about her person. 

Sunday 14-year-old William 
Betty played the part of Hamlet 
so wonderfally that the 
Commons adjourned to allow 
honourable members to watch 
the performance, although the 
precocious prince was later 
hissed off the stage. Back in 
1885, the words “Gilbert and” 
were followed not by “George" 
but by “Sullivan"; The Mikado 
had its first night at the Savoy 
Theatre. 

Jonathan Sale 


The return of the king 


VERDI TOOK SO-pius curiam calls at 
the 1847 Florence premiere of Mac- 
beth. It’s easy to see why. Events cas- 
cade with hghtning speed. Macbeth 
and his lady understand each other 
instinctively. They evince few 
qualms. Carnage flows as night fol- 
lows day: “What’s done is done." 
Later; as the pace eases, the psy- 
chology intensifies, climaxing in the 
magnificent sleepwalking scene and 
Macbeth's soured realisation that 
what awaits him is revflement and 
oblivion. It is the exiles, lamenting 
todr “wretched country" who will re- 
store the tight 

Literally so, for in Robert 
Chevara's production for English 
touring Opera - now celebrating its 
20th season of Imaginative, quality 
productions in medium-size venues 
-a hroodingbackdnqjyields to a spa- 
like view of the Scottish mountains. 
asiftoexordseamghtmare.Andso, 


chamber; it is filled, ghoulishly, by 
Banquo’s spectre; and from here 
Sarah Rhodes’s icy Lady Macbeth 
sidles for her awesome first aria 
(“Join me, husband”) and shivering 
cabaletta i“Ye furies at darkness"), 
indeed, it does. Throughout Act H Andrew Porter’s translation con- 
Anthony Marber’s lean -visage d tinually serves the production well 
Macbeth grows in stature - first in This Macbeth owed much not 
a lucid, gripping husband-wife esc- just to Chevara's keen eye for group- 
change of retitetivei and later in the * ing, but to Dinah Collin's costuming 
graphic Banquet scene, where Ban- and shrewd shadow-lighting from 
quo’s Commendotore-lifee ghost go- the inspired Giuseppe di lorio. Cu- 
rily makes to embrace his kfflen Soon riously, less so in a slightly dis- 
he is curled in the Witches' embrace parate Act I: the witches’ scene 
as, to Verdi’s marvellously moddng lacked punch, and some greens and 
low woodwind, Marber observes reds seemed faintly hack. 

(through the audience) the parade ' But tilings soon lifted. Banquo 
of Banquo’s descendants. (Henry Waddmgton) was a.domi- 

We know one of them: Fleance. noting bass presence: notably his Act 
His framing, backstage, is one of sev- n aria (“See where the moon"), 
era] moments when a spikily lit with beguiling murderers’ chorus 
rear entrance is capitalised on to preceding. Rhodes’s Laxfy Macbeth, 
striking effect that way lies Duncarfs whose“This day" aria was the high- 


OPERA 

MACBETH 

AftTS THEATRE 
CAMBRIDGE 


point of Act i delivered a breath- 
taking sleepwalk aria. Jeffrey Lloyd- 
Roberts brought superb voice and 
focused acting and pathos to Mac- 
duff. There were attractive vignettes 
from EJdrydd Cyuan-Jones (Lady- 
m-Whiting) and Justin Miles Olden 

(Malcolm). Dilorio’s artfully varied 
lig h tin g and Chevara’s gift for com- 
pact blocking (witches, murderers, 
and skilful Act I and n finales), at 
thear best held one mesmerised 
The ensemble soared to some 
massive Verdian dimaxes, and the 
orchestra, from strings to snicker- 
ing flute to a blazing brass, repeat- f - 

edly delivered for the music director/ 

Andrew Greenwood. This Macbeth 
is almost ripe; once matured, it 
could be superb. 

Roderic Dunnett 

ETO’s ‘Macbeth’ and ‘The Daugh- 
ter qf&e Regmeatf tour until 5 June 
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Look at t he picture below. What do you see? A sleepy Scottish seaside resort? Or a nerve centre 
of the world s aew commumcations network? You may be surprised. By Stephen McLaren 
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Rural locations like Rothesay have distinct commercial advantages for telecommuni cations-based companies such as TSC, below 

Dictating the economy 


J ust to prove that the network econ- 
omy's prime mantra is “Distance? 
What distance?", nurses in New 
York are now able to cany out 
home visits and produce health re- 
ports via “virtual secretaries" on 
Scotland's Isle of Bute. A Rothesay-based call- 
centre company, TSC, has been employed by 
the speech-recognition experts Speech Ma- 
chines to ensure that what comes in via the 
Big Apple leaves via the west coast of Scot- 
land with every Brooklyn -accented diagnosis 
intact and correct 

Though nursing is being targeted witoa 
specially configured set-up, the service, 
which is known as Cybertranscribec is avail- 
able to anyone who likes the idea of dictat- 
/jfng work notes remotely. To date it has 
'appealed most to American professionals, 

’ who spend a lot of time on the road and are 
only too willing to dictate the outcome of their 
meetings into their mobile phone. 

Once the dictation call has taken place, the 
voice message is encrypted and sent to 
Speech Machines’ offices in Great Malvern, 
Hereford & Worcester, where some nifty 
software begins the transcribing. The docu- 
ment th en makes its way to the staff in Rothe- 
say, who proof-read and format the document 
before e-mailing it overnight across the At- 
lantic to the client 

Although involving only a fraction of its 250- 
person workforce, TSC’s new American busi- 
ness exemplifies why this kind of rural 
communications company is well-placed to 
flourish in the network economy. Ever-lower 
co mmuni cation charges on cellular and long- 
distance phone networks, as well as the In- 
ternet enable call-centre companies such as 
TSC to profit from locating themselves in out- 
tyf-the-way places where communications are 
s cheap. Nurses don't care if their e-mail has a 
transcontinental luggage-tag attached, as long 
as the report is accurately transcribed. 



Although a 50-minute ferry ride from the 
mainland, Bute is interwoven into British 
telecommunications via a vastly underused 
digital network. “WfeVe been told that we have 
the co mmu ni cations equivalent of a four-lane 
motorway coming on to the island, which is 
only being used as a donkey trade." says Char- 
lie Sweeney, IT manager for TSC. 

This means that TSC can run hundreds of 
phone and data lines into its building in 
Rothesay and use them at no significantly 
higher cost than if it were central London. 
Chances are that if you've applied for a stu- 
dent loan or a fashion-store debit card in re- 
cent months, or bought a mobile phone, 
you've spoken to TSC’s pbone-and-computer 
brigade. You may have thought the accent 
quaint, but you probahlydidnt realise that your 
query was being dealt with by a person 700 
miles away, who was hooked up to a form of 
super-fast servers. 

Rural towns offer other advantages to 
call-centre firms. Typically there’s a pool of 


under-employed labour; so wages are quite low 
and the people available for hire are usually 
better educated and skilled than dty types. In 
its four years of existence, TSC has grown to 
become the biggest employer on Bute. 

“We have many members of the same fam- 
ily working here," says the account manag- 
er; Eric Niven, as he shows me around the 
cavernous but buzzing main calling-room. 
“Often they pass in the night Sometimes a wife 
leaving for the evening win pass her husband 
going on a night shift" 

As is the case at most call centres the 
wages are fairly meagre, every second of the 
working day has to be accounted for; and 
stern-faced team leaders occasionally lurk be- 
hind operators and listen in to their conver- 
sation to deter any deviation from the script 
But TSC daim that call-centre companies like 
their own have no intention of becoming the 
sweatshops of the future. 

“We have intensive training and internal 
promotion for the staff and, even though we 



are on an island, we’ve every intention of pay- 
ing a fair rate for the job,” Niven says. 

Fbr a company only four years old that is 
already turning over £4m a year the fact that 
wage rates in UK call centres are below those 
in toe US and other countries has led to swift 
growth, and international clients being com- 
petitively targeted. However; in recognition 
that this advantage could disappear overnight 
as other well-connected nations and regions 
with telephone-friendly labour enter the in- 
dustry, TSC is determined to stay one step 
ahead by investing in new technology. 

“Leased lines and Internet data transfer 
are clearly the way forward for us,” says Char- 
lie Sweeney “That’s much cheaper than ISDN 
for sending large amounts of data back to our 
clients' mainframes." 

As well as moving much of their data traf- 
fic on to the Internet, TSC’s IT division is look- 
ing at the next generation of Web-based 
customer feedback. TSC believes that as e- 
commeree blooms, so customers will in- 
evitably want feedback as they navigate 
their way round a company's website. 

In this scenario, a well-organised Web in- 
terface should allow customers to have all 
their queries answered- However, there will 
be times when a human voice with practical 
information will be required to expedite tbe 
process. When such a problem arises, an 
operator will intervene to guide the user 
through the online process, without the 
Web-link going down. As Internet telephony 
matures, all this could take place simulta- 
neously over the Web. 

This kind of technology promises longer- 
term rewards for rurally based communica- 
tions companies such as TSC. As telephony 
moves on to the Net, so the communication 
costs of running such operations decreases 
still further Devising these future interfaces 
will be a key element in the future profitabil- 
ity of call-centre firms. 


Death to the 
cookie monster 


OVER THE past few months, my in- 
box has been suspiciously over- 
flowing with an increasing amount 
of junk e-mail. Most missives rank 
from bizarre (Spreadsheet Alert. 
Jehovah Visions or Ohio Flying 
University Newsletter), to mildly 
useful, such as Victoria’s Secret 
daily bargains. I understand where 
this “spam" comes from, and 
generally avoid any sites that ask 
me for my e-mail address. 

However, I suspected some- 
thing fishy was going on last week 
when an innocent-looking e-mail 
proved to be advertising for the lat- 
est pyramid-selling scam in Flori- 
da. I get more than 80 e-mails per 
day, and I have no time for spuri- 
ous junk e-mail, particularly the 
type that comes from the US get- 
rich-quick school of marketing. So 
I decided to find out how they got 
hold of my address. 

After some digging, 1 discov- 
ered something rather sinister. 
Some time ago I downloaded 
Netscape 4.5, and it transpires that 
my in-box overload is caused by 
Netscape implementing “cookies" 
badly on that particular version. 
Cookies are tiny files that get plant- 
ed on your PC's hard disk by a web- 
site that you visit, and which send 
details of your surfing behaviour 
back to the site's owner. These 
nuggets of information can trigger 
specific messages to be sent to your 
in-box on more often, show you a 
personalised banner ad next time 
you are on that site. In principle, 
cookies are not harmful If the site 
owner knows my tastes and can 
show me information that is rele- 
vant, that’s a good thing, and I con- 
sider those to be Good Cookies. 

However, toe bug in Netscape's 
cookie implementation system has 
given access to my cookies not only 
to the websites with which I’ve reg- 
istered, but also to a whole bunch 
of sites that I only browsed. The 
problem is that toe bug allows 
cookies to be shared between un- 
related site-owners. So if you give 
your e-mail address to, say Ama- 
zon.com, tiie cookie will store it and 
allow other sites to sniff it out and 
use it for their junk e-maiL Soon 
you'll be getting lots of “person- 
alised" alerts about their latest dis- 
counts on Cake gold earrings in the 
shape of Ivana Dump's bottom. 

Another bug in Netscape affects 
non-US domains, allowing cookies 
to be shared among sites with toe 
same domain structure as long as 
it has two dots leg a domain 
composed of three words, such as 
indeperdentco.uk, could access 
cookies set up by guardian.co.uk). 
The problem not only creates pri- 
vacy issues for the user, leading to 
abuse of cookie information among 
competing sites, but also potentially 
means a Tot of wasted bandwidth. 
The cookie sends information to the 
site owner every time you visit 
that site. If the cookie thinks that 
every site ending in .co.uk is your 
cookie-owner, then it will be send- 
ing information every time you ac- 
cess any site with co.uk in its 
domain. Since you as a user are pay- 
ing for this, then the cookie bug may 
cost you money, not just hassle. 

One solution to the cookie c. isis 
is to set up your browser to reject 
cookies. However, you will be rob- 
bing yourself of the pleasure of 
shopping bargains, as most e-com- 



Eva 

Pascoe 

A glitch in your browser 
may be laying you open 
to unwelcome visitors 


merce sites use cookies to imple- 
ment their online shopping baskets. 
And if you switch off the cookies, 
forget about reading the trendy left- 
wing views and news from 
Guardian Unlimited, as its sites 
utilise mandatory cookies. Inde- 
pendent Online, however, will still 
let you in if you set your browser 
to refuse cookies. 

So how do you kill toe bad cook- 
ies and keep the good ones? There 
are a number of options. I have 
switched to Internet Explorer, as 
there is a tool for Windows 98 
tcookies.vbs) which Hlaims to help 
you manage your cookies in an 
intelligent manner. Bad cookies 
are killed, while good cookies are 
simply copied to a Save directory. 
This little “cookie-cutter" deans up 
your hard drive and allows you to 
prevent abuses. You will need 
Windows Scripting Host (available 
from wwwjnicro soft com) and then 
you will be able to get cookies. vbs 
from the PC Magazine archives on 
www.zdnet.com. 

Be warned, though, that the 
task of deaning up your cookies will 
be quite time-consuming, as toe 
average surfer or online bargain 
hunter gathers up to 200 cookies 
per quarter I have found more than 
180 of the tittle monsters lurking on 
my hard drive and it took me al- 
most half of a day to sort out toe 
bad and the good ones. 

Another way of dealing with 
cooties is to install a more intelli- 
gent browser Some browsers have 
even added more control over the 
cookie monster and let you make 
decisions as you go. One example 
is a German production (download 
it from wwwicab.de/iCab_US.sit); 
iCab not only has a built-in cookie 
manager, but it is in fact a pretty 
good browser, with the plus of 
being small in size (using around 
3Mb of Ram), unlike IE (the latest 
version is simply gigantic) or the 
latest version of Netscape. 

For more info on cookies, check 
out www.cxxjMecentral.com. But 
remember, cookies are safe if they 
are well-implemented. It is only 
cock-ups that lead to problems, 
and these can be controlled at your 
end. New legislation banning mar- 
keteers from exploiting sloppy prac- 
tices by the browser community 
would not go amiss, but there al- 
ways will be foul-ups on the brows- 
er end as they are getting too big 
and unrufy to exercise any degree 
of control over product quality. 

If you experience cootie prob- 
lems or have a good solution you 
want to share, then please mail me. 
evaig never, com 


BYTES 

ANDY OLDFIELD 


INTEL IS working with 
Australian content 
providers as part of its Web 
Outfitter project to build 
websites that are not only 
optimised for PCs with 

Pentium III processors, but 
restricted to them, says a 
report last week in 
Australia's Fairfax IT News. 
1 Ultimately, Intel wants the 
f controversial processor 
serial number (PSN) to be 
used to identify a Pentium 
in PC and send it 
seamlessfy to sites 
optimised to take advantage 
of its ability to handle 
streaming video, 3D and 
animation. 

However, as many 
consumers are choosing to 
disable toe feature that 
allows them to be tracked 
across toe Net Angelo Lo 
Certo, Intel's advertising 
and Internet marketing 
manager for Asia Pacific, 

says that in the meantime 

the websites will 
“interrogate the processor 
and route the machine to 
appropriate pages. "Th ere 
is no information ^ 
transaction,’’ he adds. “The 
CPU ID is simply a 
reporting-back feature, not 


one of actively sending 
information. The basic 
premiss is that if you have a 
Pentium Hi-based PC your 
Internet experience will be 
greatly enhanced." 

The Web Outfitter 
Scheme is described as an 
after-sales benefit for 
Pentium in buyers. Intel is 
building a ate of its own, 
tinting to similarly Pentium 
HI themed sites. “On our 
own site we’re developing 
themes on various issues, 
like a magazine," Lo Certo 
says. “The type of websites 
we’re working with then add 
to that theme. That means 
not just toe traditional uses 
of the Internet for research 
and e- mail but also lifestyle- 
oriented material such as 
entertainment and 
learning." The sites are due 
to go live this month, but 
Intel would not identify its 
partners. 


the ANTI-TRUST case 
against Microsoft may be in 
recess, but it Is still centre- 
stage in the industry. Last 
week it emerged that the 
Software and Information 
Industry Association, a 



prominent tirade group, has 
proposed toe “death 
penalty" fbr Microsoft. In a 
secret 40-page report 
circulated among its board 
and Department of Justice 
(DOJ) lawyers, it said 
Microsoft should be broken 
up into companies selling 
different products or broken 
up into “Baby Bills", each 
with identical product lines. 
It did not recommend a plan 
for toe break-up, saying that 
was for toe court to decide, 
but it did conclude that 
structural reorganisation 
was the only way to prevent 
Microsoft from exerting 
monopoly power unfairly. 

DOJ representatives 
refused to comment on toe 
document but have said 
that if it wins the 
government will ask fbr a 
special hearing to decide 
Microsoft’s fate, such as 


requirements that it allows 
other companies to sell 
versions of Windows they 
have modified, or limiting 
toe deals it can make with 
computer manufacturers 
and Internet companies. 


PLAYSTATION H will be 
launched in spring 2000, but 
Sony revealed some details 
of its 128-bit console last 
week. The new PlayStation, 
based on a processor 
designed by Toshiba and 
Sony, will be DVD-Rom 
based and have a rendering 
engine comparable in speed 
and data throughput with 
high-end workstations. 
MPEG2 compression will be 
used to store images that 
can be decompressed in 
real time as software 
demands. PlayStation II will 
be compatible with toe more 
than 3,000 titles available for 
toe current model 


NATIONAL OFFICIALS from 
the EU last week adopted a 
recommendation that EU 
privacy laws require 
hardware and software 
manufacturers to give 


customers tools to control 
what is transmitted about 
them over toe Net 

“It is almost impossible 
to use the Internet without 
being confronted with 
privacy-invading features 
which carry out all kinds of 
processing operations of 
personal data in a way that 
is invisible to toe data 
sutgects," it said. 

The recommendation 
specifically cited problems 
with web browsers and 
programming technologies 
such as Sun’s Java and 
Microsoft’s ActiveX. It also 
complained about “cookies” 
allowing websites to keep 
trade of what a registered 
visitor does at a site, 
information often used for 
marketing. “The programs 
should be built in an easy 
way so people know how to 
turn them on or turn them 
off," says Alonso Bias, an 
official in toe Dutch data 
protection authority. 

Peter Fleischer; a 
Microsoft lawyer said the 
company was worried that 
such interpretations would 
prevent consumers from 
using personalised Internet 
services. 


RELIABLE TELEWORKING 

Go to work in 
your slippers 

ONLY £200 PER EMPLOYEE 


What could be more conducive to creative thought than working in the 

comfort of your own home? it's possible with Racal 

Telecom’s new managed corporate teleworking /'"FlPicrn 

service. You. or your employees, simply dial into your V 

company's network at local call rates from anywhere 

in the UK. You can work as productively as if you were sitting at your 

office PC, with fast, dependable connection and high levels of security. 

Cali free 0800 692 5000 www.racaltelecom.com/sIippers 
Racal Telecom HBBSa 
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My Technology 

Welcome to the money-go-round 

Merlyn Lowther, Chief Cashier of the Bank of England, on how cutting-edge technology keeps cash in our pockets 


I n the Bank of England, the piece 
of technology that I find most in- 
teresting is what we call, the Real 
Time Gross Settlement System 
(RTGS). This is part of the UK High 
Value Payment System, which 
most people know as “Chap”. The Chap 
system, initiated in the early Eighties, is 
used when you make a payment However; 
it didn’t have a facility for each payment 
to be settled immediately with the Bank of 
E nglan d- The money wouldn't move until 
the end of the day. And because the banks 
were settling between themselves, if any- 
thing happened each bank was exposed to 
the other for that amount of money. 

Given the amounts that were going 
through, that was obviously unaccept- 
able. The volume and value of transactions 
travelling through the Chap system every 
day is quite large. You are looking at 
£0,000 transactions, or over £l50bn. 

Introducing the RTGS eliminated the el- 
ement of risk. It was a risk that could be 
avoided, and was therefore well worth a 
three-year project Two things made RTGS 
possible, first technology had moved on 
so that real-time payment settling had be- 
come a possibility. And the banks under- 
stood much better the nature of the risks 
they were taking. 

I was leading the bank part of the pro- 
ject Hie project itself took three years, 
from the initial go-ahead to completion. It 
was terrifically satisfying when the project 
went live. Hie operation of the RTGS is one 

nf my nw^widhilitias, hut T dnrft. have much 
to do with it day to day, other than to malm 
sure everything is going smoothly, and to 
think about ways of development, and pol- 
icy questions such as what other devel- 
opments there may be, or any big issues 
the banks want to talk to us about 
Which brings me to another reason why 
RTGS is so exciting. Since January some- 
thing called the Ihrget system has been 
sending euro payments right across Eur- 
ope. But because the Bank of En glan d had 
introduced RTGS in 1999, it meant that 
RTGS could be immediately integrated 
with the UK part of the Target system. The 
technology we use with RTGS is also the 
basics of the Pan-European Target system. 
Although this didn't make setting up the 
Pan-European Target system less of a feat 
the RTGS provided the right foundation, 
and so made the euro project easier 
There aren't many glitches. Unsur- 
prisingly, we had to have an extensive pe- 
riod erf testing before we introduced RTGS, 



Merlyn Lowther: ‘As with most systems that involve moving a lot of money, it Is highly automated’ 


and that took up the best part of a year The ment, we tested each bank separately, as There are staff in the bank looking after respond to anything when the computer Nevertheless, this is the most impres- 
Bank of England had developed the RTGS well as aD of them at once. When we went the central system, and they check oper- says: “hang on a minute.” she bank system development in recent 

core within the Bank, and each of the banks live, it was remarkably smooth. That is the ations - for instance, they have to make Like most computer systems, it’s not years. These systems are very much nt the 
also developed its own project Plus there*, nature of the system; you don’t take un- sure that certain functions that should be desperately photogenic. The main engine heart of banking After all when you are 
needed to be a central project to make suny Secessary gambles. happening are happening, and see whether room is a highly secure area, and for moving money it needs to be done effi- 

that all the hanks could communicate 'As with most systems that involve mov- there are any error messages. Does a file obvious reasons we don't let people wan- dentfy* and without errors. And that is the 

with a shared piece of software. . (• •. in^a lot of money, we don't control the sys- have enough capacity? Are the instant der in. In the system control area it's just prime rolp.of technology ■* — 

Once we had done all our develop- tern, with people; it is highly automated, processes occurring? Ybu need people to a PC on a desk. - Interview by Jennifer Rodger 

/ ... 


A computer is only as good as its master 

Computers have redefined the culture of our age, but they will always take second place to the ability of the human brain. By Rachelle Thackray 


EVERYONE is familiar with the term 
“digital age”. Even if few of us know 
precisely what it means, we all 
associate it with the oft-breaking and 
ever-higher waves of modern tech- 
nology from which, we enthusiast- 
ically imagine, will emerge a brave 
new future. 

At the height of this age, tech- 
nology will produce fruits of which 
we have only dreamt The mundane 
decisions of life, together with 
tedious chores such as manually 
turning on the television set send- 
ing a letter through the post or heav- 
ing borne a bag of groceries, will long 
since have been taken out of our 


hands by computers that anticipate 
our every need. 

Yet the children of the Seventies 
who fantasised in their school com- 
positions about “What It Will Be like 
in the Year 2000" are still waiting for 
the advent of personalised travel 
capsules and know-it-all robots 
which once seemed sure to follow in 
the footsteps of R2D2. Are children 
of the Nineties just as misguided in 
believing that such inventions of the 
mind are likely to become reality? 

Charles Jonscher who trained in 
electrical sciences at Cambrige and 
now runs an investment firm, is 
refreshingly sceptical of the 


assumption that computers, in their 
various incarnations, hold the keys 
toricher life in the 21st century. In 
his new book, he insists instead that 
their role will always be secondary 
to the human beings who designed 
and created them. 

A more interesting issue is the 
way that computers have helped to 
redefine the identity and the culture 
of the age. He writes: “We certainly 
do not need to buy into a new philo- 
sophy of life, a sort of cyber-ontol- 
ogy in which the meaning of 
existence has been solved by 
deciding that we are computers.” 
And he adds: “The computer revo- 


Book Review 

WIRED LIFE: WHO 
ARE WE IN THE 
DIGITAL AGE? 

BY CHARLES JONSCHER. 
BANTAM. £14.99 


lution is a subplot in a bigger revo- 
lution: the explosion of human 
knowledge in all its forms.” 

With bis argument that humans, 
rather than technology, will always 
have the upper hand Jonscher 
begins a faspinaHrig unravelling of 


where the “digital age" has sprung 
from, with all its limitations and 
possibilities. While lauding the 
technology which could now record 
every moment of a human life by 
means of a tiny bit of silicon 
implanted in the brain - the 
apocryphal “soul-catcher” chip -he 
points out that the human brain it- 
self has 20 billion neurons, capable 
of 100 trillion connections (a single 
neuron can connect with 80,000 
others). “Comparing a neuron to a 
single AQicon switch?" he asks. “The 
intelligence of a single-cell organism 
less evolved than a neuron, such as 
a paramedum, is such that it ran 


navigate towards food and negotiate 
obstacles, recognise danger and 
retreat from it How does your PC 
compare?" 

There are some illuminating 
definitions here: knowledge, notes 
the author, is a state of being, while 
information, whidi comes from the 
root “to infonn", is transitive, and to 
be used fleetin^y. 

Jonscher also levels the stun-gun 
at some sacred cows, such as the 
idea that artificial intelligence could 
evolve to take over the world in the 
manner described in Philip Kerr’s 
thriller novel Gridiron. And after a 
delve through the scientific theories 


lying behind the evolution of IT. he 
goes on to trace its development 
with its impact on and creation of 
multimedia and the Internet 
economic progress and the “pro- 
ductivity paradox” and the tech- 
nologies of tomorrow. 

For anyone who has ever asked 
what the IT revolution is all about, 
and how it win affect them, this read- 
able and authoritative account with 
its occasional dashes of dry humour 
will fill some of the gaps. 

Best of all Jonscher never loses 
sight of his own argument. As he suc- 
cinctly sums up: “We must cot mis- 
take gigabytes for wisdom". 


WEBSITES 

BILL PANNIFER 


Coin-Note-Sign 
httpV/www. cryptic, demon. 
co.uk/euroJitni! 

The Internet artist Chris 
Byrne suspects that the 
bland design prototypes for 
the new European 
banknotes may be “more for 
the convenience of global 
corporations than for 
citizens”. So he is offering 
people the chance to create 
more interesting versions. 
The templates from the 
official EU site are supplied 
as a basis, and the resulting 
gallery of customised notes 
is displayed. These 
incorporate war movie 
posters, neo-Stalinist 
tributes to the New World 
Order McDonald's and 
Coca-Cola signs and a 
warning that “one euro does 
not one love make”. A more 
optimistic design tells us to 
smile at our fellow 
Europeans ("souriez aux 
voisins le matin”). The 
collection will be shown at a 
French art festival later this 
month. Byrne hopes to print 
the banknotes and use them 
to buy drinks at the bar. 

iTolip.com 

http://www.itulip.coEn/ 

Another critique of 
economics can be found 


, : . ; -FWSrW 



here, in the form of a flower- 
powered lecture on the 
dangers of the Internet 
investment boom* In 17th- 
century Holland, fortunes 
were made and lost 
speculating on exotic tulip 
bulbs, with lessons, the site 
suggests, for the current 
overvaluing of shares in 
Net-related companies. In 
1637, a single bulb was sold 
for more than Elm in 
today’s money. Other awful 
precedents are traced in 
railway, radio and telegraph 
industries, all cases in 
which naive enthusiasm for 
new technology led to 
investors losing their shirts. 
A favourite cautionary tale 
concerns the British 
entrepreneur who in 1720 
launched “a company for 
carrying on an undertaking 
of great advantage, but no 
one to know what it is", and 
reaped handsome rewards 
before absconding. In the 


end, it turns out that the 
webmeister here is director 
of (you guessed it) an 
Internet investment fundL 
“This may appear 
paradoxical” he concedes. 
There are also haiku on 
matters finanrial, and the 
chance to buy a totally 
worthless share certificate. 

The Future Looms 
http://adacjartec.org.iik/ftit 
urel ooms/cells/HOME. 
HTM 

This meditation on cloth- 
weaving and computing also 
juxtaposes history and the 
modern digital world. A key 
figure seems to be Joseph- 
Marie Jacquard (1752-1834), 
who developed a system of 
perforated cards to control 
looms. The complex, multi- 
authored art site recently - 
won a prize at Berlin's 
Ttansmediale 99 festival 
and compares the 
experience of 19th-century 
workers in Batley, West 
Yorkshire, with a computer 
age in which “both 
technology and gender 
might be thought of 
differently”, but often are 
not Cloth-weaving is 
associated with story- 
weaving in an ambitious if 
sometimes hard-to-read 


interplay of texts and 
textiles. The piece 
incorporates the voices of 
Batley schoolchildren and 
displays some highly 
creative use of Shockwave. 

Fost Pet 

http://www.sony.co m-sg/ 
postpet 

In Japan, this “virtual 
postman” software is 
claimed already to be a 
best-seller; but Sony in 
Singapore is now test- 
marketing an English 
language release. A choice 
of appealing little cyberpets 
will not only deliver your e- 
mails but it is claimed, also 
“learn" to write to you, reply 
to messages, and even fall 
in love or quarrel with other 
pets. This site introduces 
the available creatures and 
explains how users can 
relate to their newfound 
friends. So meet Mini- 
Rabbit Mippi, Mongrel Cat 
FUro, TortoiserSumiko and 
Teddy Bear Momo, a 
dancing bear almost 
winsome enough to rival the 
Grateful Dead's version. 

Send interesting, quirky or, 
a t a pinch, cod site 
recommendations to 

websites@dxrcon.co.uk 


Focus on colourful ideas 


LAST YEAR I looked at the 
tools of the trade for web de- 
signers, focusing on shareware 
and freeware applications to 
download and then run on your 
local machine twwwindepend 
enLco uk/net/980224ne/story6ii 

tmD . Now, let’s take a look at re- 
sources to run on the web itself 

Colour 

Choosing a colour scheme is 
one of the greatest challenges 
a web designer feces. Here are 
a few online tools to aid you. 

WebMaster^ Colour Lab 
www.w5ibone.com/colorlab/ 
Where to start when trying to 
define your colour palette? It 
helps to see how the colours 
work together Vi&bone’s use- 
ful tool gives a well-organised 
colour wheel of all browser-safe 
colours. Clicking on one caus- 
es a swatch to appear in an ad- 
jacent frame. Click on more, 
and they appear next to it for 
comparison. 

Color Center 

www.hldaho.com/cQlorcencer/ 

cchtml 

What will all those colours look 
like in context? Will the link 
colours stand out against the 
background or just get lost? 
The Color Center allows you to 
select link, text and background 


Web Design 
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colours and see what they 
would look like in a web page. 

Color Mix 
www.oolonnix.com/ 

Tired of the same old 216 
browser-safe colours? Color 
mix allows you to form up to 10 
million different colours. It 
takes a small dot of each one 
and places them side by side. 
Your eye then blends them to- 
gether. This will not look as 
smooth as a solid coIoua and 
some combinations look 
strange, but it is a good w^y to 
add variety to your website. 

Graphics 

Fbr the most part we handle 
graphics with sophisticated. 


not to mention expensive, soft- 
ware. But there is one site that 
may go one step beyond this. 

GIF Wizard 
www.gifwizard.com/ 

Does your rite take for ever to 
download? With GIF Wizard 
you can upload a single image 
from your hard drive, or point 
it to a URL to analyse an entire 
site’s worth of images. The site 
then delivers a screen with the 
original image and optimised 
versions. It costs a few hundred 
dollars, but you don't have to 
pay for software upgrades. 

Coding 

When creating HTML or Cas- 
cading Style Sheet code www. 
independenLco.uk/ne1/98W07he 

/storyS.html we have to worry 

not just about cross-browser 
compatibility but also cross- 
platform and backward com- 
patibility. Never fear; the truth 
is out there on the Web. 

W3C’s CSSl Test Suite 
www.w3.org/Scyle/CSS/Test/ 
So how do you know what CSS 
capabilities your favourite 
browser supports? Run it 
through the test suite - espe- 
cially useful if you are creating 
a sit e with CSS or Dynamic 
HTML and need to know in ad- 
vance that the CSS will work. 


Web Site Garage 
www. webs 1 tegarage . com/ 
Tune up your up rite in the Web 
Site Garage. Give it a URL 
and it will deliver, for free, a re- 
port on the site, rating brows- 
er compatibility, load time, dead 
links, spelling and HTML on a 
scale from excellent to pope Fbr 
$10 a month you also get access 
to online applications that allow 
you to optimise your site. 

Music 

Whistle while you work. Or: 

Radio Free Underground 
www.stitch.com/studio/ 

Not really a design “tool”, but 
it's easier to work with some 
good tunes playing. This site 
puts togethera mix of 40*50 dif- 
ferent songs from your musical 
preferences. It then plays the 
songs through your RealAudio 
pfeyer in stereo. Every time you 
run it, the mix will be com- 
pletely different As the Mm 
said, “Hang the DJ” 

If you see online resources 
that you think deserve atten- 
tion, drop me a line at jason. 

([‘ioebbedenvirmments.com. 

‘DHTML for the World Wide 
Web'. Visit is available atbook- 

shops. See louw.iocbbedenvtr 
orments.com for an archive of 
this column 







Presenting the all new Power Mac G3. 
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If you’re thinking of investing in Macintosh computers, chances are you want more than just a Mac. You’ll want to find out about all the latest 
solutions. You might want training, service and technical support. If there’s a network in your past or future, consultancy you can rely on. 
And all at competitive prices. The answer? Your local AppleCentre, where buying the right Mac is as easy as using one. 



AppleCentre Aberdeen 

0845606 2641 

AppleCentre Glasgow 

0845 606 2641 

Micro Anvika, London WC1 

01716362547 

FH Brown Pic, Barnsley 

01226777110 

AppleCentre Hampton 

01819793000 

AppleCentre Manchester 

01612735562 

AppleCentre Bedford 

01234 826 660 

AppleCentre Computer Sense, Hemel Hempstead 

01442 292 600 

FH Brown Pic, Manchester 

0161 661 1099 

AppleCentre Strathclyde, Bellshill 

0845 606 2641 

AppleCentre High Wycombe 

01494 443 388 

ICM Computer Solutions Pic, Manchester 

0808 100 80S8 

AppleCentre Birmingham 

0121 333 3448 

AppleCentre Cumbria, Kendal 

01539 741777 

AppleCentre Newcastle 

01661 803 000 

ICM Computer Solutions Pic, Bourne End 

0808 100 8088 

AppleCentre Leeds 

0113 242 0601 

AppleCentre Belfast, Newtonabbey 

01232 848 000 

AppleCentre Bournemouth 

01202 309111 

ICM Computer Solutions Pic, Leeds 

0808 100 8088 

AppleCentre Nottingham 

0115950 5352 

AppleCentre Brighton & Hove 

01273 889 020 

Openshaw TVpetronics, Leeds 

0113 234 0044 

ME Electronics, Oxford 

01865 728 700 

AppleCentre Bristol 

0117 922 5661 

AppleCentre City, London EC1 

0171 833 0888 

AppleCentre Preston 

01772 610 100 

AppleCentre Servo, Bristol 

0117 946 5466 

MR Systems, London N7 

0171 700 2121 

AppleCentre Thames Valley, Reading 

01189 503500 

Iitho Supplies Limited, Bromsgrove 

01527570 101 

AppleCentre Chromasonic, London NW4 

0181 203 8989 

ME Electronics, Reading 

01189 500551 

AppleCentre Burnley 

01282 833 357 

Trams Pic, London SE 11 

0171 544 1234 

AppleCentre Reading, Risley Nr Reading 

01189 887766 

AppleCentre Cambridge 

01223 868 200 • 

London Graphic Systems, London W10 

0181 964 9772 

AppleCentre Sheffield 

0114 241 8800 

ICM Computer Solutions Pic, Cambridge 

0808 100 80S8 

AppleCentre Kensington, London W14 

0171602 9444 

Blue Chip Systems, Stevenage 

01438 222 555 

ME Electronics, Cambridge 

01223 350 216 

AppleCentre West One, London WIN 

0171 323 0220 

AppleCentre Warrington 

01925 444 499 

ICM Computer Solutions Pic, Dartford 
AppleCentre Edinburgh 

0808100 8088 
0845 606 2641 

AppleCentre Soho, London W1R 
. AppleCentre Oxford Street, London W1V 

0171 636 5775 
0171 460 7766 

AppleCentre Watford 

01923 232 347 
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AppleCentre - 

© January 1999, Apple Computer, Inc. All rights resented Apple, the Apple logo, Mac and Macintosh are trademarks of Apple Computer, Pic., 
registered in the US and other countries and AppleCentre is a servicemark of Apple Computer, Inc 
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The Ittifatwmlwi* s h .IS 


One-stop shop for 
the professionals 

Adobe’s industry-standard design packages have made it the second 
largest software company in the world. By Stephen Pritchard 


L ook on the computer of 
any design or pub- 
lishing professional, 
and there is bound to 
be at least one piece of 
Adobe software. 
Adobe - creator of the Pagemaker 
desktop publishing package and the 
market-leading ima gin g software 
Photoshop - is synonymous with the 
design and print industries. 

Adobe is the world’s second- 
largest desktop software company, 
after Microsoft, and its annual rev- 
enues are just short of bn (£624m). 

When Adobe was founded in 1982 
by Chuck Geschke and John 
W&rnock, the idea of desktop pub- 
, Lishing (DTP) was dismissed by all 
but the most forward-thinking de- 
signers. DTP is now a mainstream 
computer application for design 
professionals, and for office workers 
and borne computer users too. 

More powerful PCs, low-cost 
colour inkjet printers and cheap 
digital cameras have made digital 
photography a mass market applic- 
ation, but the Internet has had the 
greatest impact 

Digital cameras come into their 
own on the Net, whether to capture 
images for a website, or to send a 
snapshot to a relative. “When we ac- 
quired Photoshop, we would have 
been surprised if we had shipped a 
few hundred copies a quarter; ” 
Geschke recalls. “We did not ap- 
preciate how quickly digital photo- 
graphy and high-quality, low-cost 
inkjet printers would develop. 

“Wfe started our company focused 
around building the tools and tech- 
nology for publishing, originally 
print publishing,” he explains. “We 
continue to stay in the publishing 


business, but the entire process of 
going from concept to print has mi- 
grated to electronic. 

“We have had the good fortune to 
build a lot of die products that are 
part of that” 

Since the Eighties, Adobe has di- 
versified, most notably by acquiring 
Photoshop. The company has gone 
on to lead the market for photo- 
graphic ima g in g software - 76 per 
cent of Web designers use Photo- 
shop, and 93 per cent of all photos 
on the Web have been scanned, re- 
touched, manipulated or com- 
pressed using the application. Adobe 
also produces software for web 
page design, typography corporate 


creativity. Most design packages 
can manipulate only elements that 
are on the pasteboard, so designers 
have to move them, work on them, 
and move them back. Adobe believes 

prsrtiral i mp rovem ents lik e this , and 

the fecffily to have two different-sized 
views of a page open at once will 
appeal to the professionals who left 
Pagemaker for QuarkXPress. 

Adobe needs InDesign to be suc- 
cessful - 1998 was a difficult year fin- 
ancially, especially because of the 
economic downturn in Asia. “It was 
not our best-performing year” 
Geschke admits. “We would have 
had close to 15 per cent growth if 
Japan had performed even as well 


‘When we acquired Photoshop, we would 
have been surprised if we had shipped more 
than a few hundred copies a quarter ' 


documentation and video editing. 
Pagemaker; its DTP application, 
has done less well recently. Adobe 
bought Aldus, the company which 
developed Pagemaker, in 1994. By 
then, Ragemaker was already losing 
ground to QuarkXPress. Today, 
Quark is the professional’s DTP 
program of choice, 

Geschke acknowledges the work 
Adobe has to do to win back market 
share from Quark. Last week, at the 
Seybold publishing conference in 
Boston, Adobe unveiled its re- 
sponse: InDesign. Adobe's philo- 
sophy is to create software that lets 
designers design, rather than 
putting artificial constraints on their 


as in 1997. Japan has historically 
been in excess of 20 percent of our 
revenue.” 

InDesign is the first major new 
product Adobe has created in-house 
for some time. Much of the compa- 
ny’s recent expansion came through 
acquisitions. The most recent pur- 
chase was GoLivel, publishers of the 
Cyberstudio Web design package. 
“You have to have a balanced port- 
folio of both acquisition and internal 
growth,” says Geschke. 

The Go Live! deal illustrates the 
importance Adobe Is placing on the 
Internet It plans to be a one-stop 
shop for Web page authors. The In- 
ternet already accounts for a sig- 


nificant proportion of Adobe's rev- 
alues, “I cannot calculate how much 
of our Photoshop revenue comes 
from the Web,” Geschke s^ys. “What 
I do know is that Adobe has made 
more profit off tools sold for creat- 
ing content on the Web than any 
other software publisher.” 

Geschke believes that Web pages 
lag behind their printed counter- 
parts, especially in quality. Pub- 
lishers realise the advantages in 
distributing their material online: it 
is quicker and cheaper than print 
But, as aqyone who has tried to print 
out a Web page knows, the process 
is awkward and the result ugly. 

Adobe is creating new standards 
for Web pages. The company de- 
veloped PGML, (Precision Graphics 
Markup Language) or SVG. 
(Scaleable Vector Graphic), which is 
being adopted as an Internet stan- 
dard PGML, Geschke believes, win 
be to the Web what Postscript was 
to desktop publishing. 

PGML uses vector graphics - 
mathematical descriptions of images 
-to create compact files that auto- 
matically adjust their resolution for 
display or printing out A PGML file 
should look as good on paper as on 
a computer screen. 

For Geschke, PGML is the key to 
narrowing the gap between the 
reality of the Internet, and popular 
expectations. “In the mass market, 
the qualify of what people look at an 
the Web mil be judged in compari- 
son with television. That is what 
people expect It looks like a tele- 
virion set so it should have the qual- 
ify and imagery of a television set” 
he says. “What we're doing is bring- 
ing the Web up to the level of func- 
tionality and quality people expect” 



The man in the picture: Chuck Geschke believes that Adobe must win back market share 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: I.T. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



Qur AS400 Consultant JANEX is here to help YOU, some current vacancies she is handling: 

Somerset 

IT Manager 

5vrs+ AS40Q, Manufacturing - PRMS experience essential C.35K 1 

Berkshire 

AT 

2yrs+ AS400 Development, RPG400 + CL essential 

To 35K 

Bristol/Bath 

A/P 

lyrs+ solid RPG400 cross training to other skills 

To35K 

Oxon 

Sor A? 

4yrs+ AS4QQ, with experience of project planning 

To £3SK + Car 

Somerset 

SnrA/P 

2yn>+ excellent RPG400 required, PC skills useful 

To32K 

Sooth Wales 

A/P 

lyis+ AS40Q + RPG400, financial systems preferra 

To32K 

Also Analyst Programmer opportunities for AS400, RPG4Q0 in Devon, Glos„ Hants & Sussex 

To40K 

TS/Svstems Administration with AS400. OS400, CL & PC networks in Mtshire. Glos, Sum 

£25K 


If you have any AS4QQ/RFG400 skills, Fll search any location for you. 


OTHER SKILLS: For more information call RILL DAMIAN. MARTK-CIARF nr STK.VF 

Notts-, Wiltshire 

A/P 

COBOL QCS or PU1 

To £2(1500 

Suindon 

AT 

Oracle, UNIX (HPUX-AIX) 

£35K + bens 

Berks/Sheffield 

A/P 

2 years Oracle, PL*SQL ' 

£20-35K 

Sussex 

A/P 

COBOL &/or Unix &/or RDBMS 

£20 - 45K 

Wiltshire 

A/P 

Prefer C or C++ (Fortran or Pascal acceptable) 

C.£22j00 

Exeter 

Programmer 

Visual Bask and/or C++ on Windows NT 

C.£28K 

Wiltshire 

Software Engineer 

C, C++, UNIX TCP/IP 

£35K + bens 

South Wales 

A/P 

Oracle, Developer 2000, Forms 4.5, Report IS 

£27K + bens 

Bucks 

Programmer 

2 yrs New Era 22 Informix, Windows 25/NT 

To35K 

Bristol 

A/P 

Database, Pick 

£3QK 

Reading 

Junior Developer 

Visual Basic, &/or Visual C++, MFC 

To25K 1 

Wiltshire 

Developer 

12 months Visual Basic, SQL [DBMS 

£24K + bens I 

Surrey- 

A/P 

Ingres, UNIX 

£30K + bens ! 

Berkshire 

Technical Authors 

Technical Publications 

To30K 1 

Surrey 

Computer Technician Novell NI Networking. MS Office JE20-22K + bens 1 

Various 

Sales 

Financial and/or Software 0TE £I00K + bens I 

Herts 

BA/Consultants 

Financial - Insurance 

To45K 

Berkshire 

Systems Manager 

VMS, Open VMS 

£26 - 38K 

Chippenham 

Sales Engineer 

2 yrs Technical Sales experience 

£35K + bens 



■ 




Games Software 


Midlands £ Neg 

Do you have an outgoing personality and love 
playing computer games? Our client is on the 
lookout for bright, young software developers 
with - C* and Windows. Assembler and C++ 
desirable. You must have a good degree Ct.l or 
better) or extensive industry experience. Are you 
GAME ON? Ref: PHI 144 


Real-Time Embedded 


Various to £35K 

If you have a minimum of 1 year’s experience 
developing Real-Time embedded software we 
have a number of vacancies throughout the UK in 
the following sectors: 

* Communications * Multi-Media * 

* Digital TV # Consultancy * Medical * 

Ret PH 11 45 


For more information please contact Pia HartseH at 

aar MBBfiflg Korea. Basraa aas. Herasa k 
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ERSTedmica! 

. Hgg gr afc fce KP273C 

fSE Otwagi s g* €sx QWEfZSBBS 
& nsc pi*_&artne9@M5jeeLHfc 

spkvmiaft 



Join ION tufamuuua Tcctavdogsc* tnnrtvri. z daltogscg and pogmswe company whew Indicnliul 
aceUcnoc is recognised and tvwanbd. 

Wool ION spcculis* in areas web on Oracle apptaalitrcv bespoke sofiaarc de-.dupmciu and WUxlnwrncl 
lecbootogiis. We work clinch »iih bif h profile diems and envoi havih in research deiekrpmeai aarrincs. 
Hi remain ai tin forelrwu or leading-edge iccJnwkigics. we need wefi-nwiroised indivaluals »to arc 
verirwcaHy cwnpaeni andtuwgrvd m a n age ment and amanocatfon slcilh. 

PMtknmBdile, 

• Oev.'bpcrvPnrgramnxn • Project Manager; 

• Project Leaders - Grade DBA 

■ SysremS'Buancss Analysa 

Ktqn hin w lr - 

Minimum 2 -year*’ programming e x p e rience m anv of the IbUuwiiig languages 

• Omdt'VB/SOL Server CO + 

- COLBOLRPG 

• Java 

■ Ideal Daiacom 

• Business Analysts - highly computer firerarc 

• ABAP programming expe ri ence and SAP basis strife 

• Project Managers: Exposure to full software desetopmem file csde and project 
management mctlextolueies 

• A proactive and mature atUludc to project work and a stroag team spirit 

A very competitive salary, benefits' package and a quarterly perfor m ance bonus win be paid to the right 
candidat es. 

Wfc arc an equal oppon unities company o mnn itied to the personal growth of its employees in this highly 
duDengjng and rewarding cnvirtnmernL 

1/ you are keen to work in a dynamic organisation and have the above qualities, apply acta/ endasing full CV 
Please address your applications to David Moulds, ION Informaiun Technologies Lid. temple Chambers. 
4-10 Corporation Street. High Wycoribc. Bodes HP LI KTH. 

TEL 0149* 512490 MX: 01494 512491. 

Eta IP davaLwpalifatS'fotihxaailt Website: bttp^NnvwdoniUoai 


REAL TIME 

if you have good 
“C”, C + +, ADA or Firmware 

from 1-10 years experience in a technics! 
computing environment and are degree qualified, 
we have permanent vacancies with client 
companies throughout the UK developing state 
of the art technology. 

SALARIES TO 50K 

For further details telephone or send CV to 
John Ford Recruitment 
63 Wood Street, Barnet, Herts EN5 4BT 

Telephone: 0181 447 1143 
Fax: 0181 449 9248 

E-mail:jford@atlas. co.uk 
Web : http://www.joh nford. co . uk 




LOGISTICS 

ILS/LSA OR ARM 
ENGINEERS 


Locations UK Wide £Neg oi eip 

I currently have over 40 companies located from 
Scotland to the South East, some with multiple 
vacancies, kwkrng for Ex-Service Personnel. All are 
large established blue chip orgairaegions within the 
Defence industry. 

So If yon have hands-on experience within a logistics 
or ARM (Availability, Reliability & Maintainability) 
environment and want to find out more, please call or 
send your CV toSfSio Vao&aL.. Ret SV1139 


573-589 mum Roan. Hamel Hemsneari. Kent wz tux 
Wepnoiw <ruci2H6Bi 
ftKsfanBe ouasmo 
enui Mra_«KHtauajik 
weo tmik/niwmjtnjBaMJm 
IBl BMvor&ifiMki MnBal tote pc mm «aw 



Grand Prrx “C’ 


Woti tNs fflp Bactranxs Ojstgi Gamparo you wfl never hays a tenor 

oppofturwv to ngw to tt» heart of the nedon. As one of a small 

asm or Software Enemas. jou wifl be aedteatea to promung 
dwetapmgnt and support expertise - usng ambeoaed c with some 
assembler for the enoesf appheabons tor venous microcontrollers and 


to one at the yeara leading GP reams r the areas 
of Btgtoe. geortwr and ttvttfJfe control systems. together wrth a gjod 
degree In Cwnpuang^tecsrortta you sihteM tore 3 years + 
experience m a rast-ume embetWal software enwronmsiL 


Consult the Future 


Consmoits and Praject Manegm are In huge ( 
n Adds such as Defence, flranca. fefeconinncations and the Space 
race are on it* tootan tor rnoaptoto poorfe. Are you tne? Ideally you 
wl bring a Degree or HND equnaleni with at toast 2 yeas 
experience m a ecAwree related role to cne of the above, or at 
least demonstrate the potential to be 


these areas. So If youfre serene about your future and want to 
succeed, than I sug 
a call or send your 


succeed, then l suggest jou gat the bafl raffing and erthar^re me 
eurCV. But remember the ctodt is bcWngl 


SWP 


RECRUITMENT 
•W: 01442 212555 
Far 01442 2JJ555 


Rwf: PM/IH41 

Nothing 4Ut Qwa me a caffl 


Contact: Frazer Martin 


2nd Ran 89 The 
Hemel Hemwftwo, Hens HPi uN 
enrei: mprecrin?tuj9ueuan 
WW: Mmyrewwjwiwaxani 


t mmiiiED oi thi top or 

saSW SOFTWARE AND 
I HARDWARE R&D 

APPOINTMENTS... 

£20k-£70k... 


), MSc, 1st, 2.1 Honours? 
k fhen visit www.ecmseLco,ul( 


or call 
01638 
742244 


More I.T. Appointments appear on page 16. 


Comms/Control 


ISDN. LAN/WAN, TCP/IP 


Bodes sad Barks £X8-48k + Bom 

A toMng suppitor of Netwok soluoons wWcti supports Auto and 
Video apptamans also toHrig IMVHAN vnth B? have now slopped up 
Biar recnitmenL. pdne^aty to work warn the token rev (Wsoro 
^gwere with C, C++, and Mealy some apenence m AssemUec 
MBX, ISDN or TCP, IP should send the* 04 immediately quotng the 
reference below, howewr less ©mertenoed Engpieere slwuld call for 
an ratal chat. Vxi wtD benefit tram ereepoonai benefits, ts®a 
taming n« m maroon aiceflad remunerauon. p«+ iu/nez 


Mult/medfa^/Vrdeo Cornms 


™ to£49fc 

This seriously eratmg company are lootang tor bn^it people wdi 
«partence In at toast two of the toHwreig: c. C+ +, /tesanWer. jWW. 
HTMl. liffBl and McrcconUoaeis and a 2.2 B ,&« nwnreun. The 
lucky stare wit be woremg on Dgtaf Vrieo and Multmwdu 
appEcanane and given the opportunity to proftfese to a 
P^ecvmanagatei rale. CVs should be bnvaided to me kAxwie a 
cal by the end Ql new month. Raf: JAS/BUl 


GS M Software 


Rfrinblrt £2X-43li + 

Thgjly^ rec compa ry js spaamaattne dwr wav to toe up m (he 
^ GSM loernotagy. Due to uwr success, wey 
requre o vanoty of Ensmeere from Juror Software wwi 6 months 
a^ienence. to Senxv * — -- — - — - — 

experience m $ofc*an* R 

V-S-A+*’ flf I INA where any dsr ewawiceommi 

apeitenoa wil be edremefy aduamaaeous. Ring mo now... 

MASAHU 


SWP 


RECRUITMENT 
Tel: 01442 212S5S 
Fas 01442 231S55 


Contact Joseph Sewell on 
4M50e 

' eves’ & wkendsl 


m non. 89 me uamk, 
Hemn Memouead. Herts HPUSV 

emu. MmuijiwUut gnu com 

Hfeb-r 


tv 


Business Solutions Online require IT Professionals 
lo fill various positions. Applicants will ideallv be 
educated to degree level with a minimum -of’ two 
years relei-ani experience in anv of the following 
skills: 

‘Client Server ArchHectura "Legacy Systems & 
Appliartions 'Networking •intranet/lntomet & 
Extronet "Databases *e -commercial 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
design and development and would ideally have a 
proven track record within their specific area of 
specialism. 

CVs to: - - 

PO Box 21015 Islington, London Ni 2X0 
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6 Netfinity server for Endows NT is an affordable server that grows with your business. How? It is designed to let 
you add processors, memory and disk drives. It lets you go from a stand-alone box, to a rack, to a cluster, as your network needs 
c ange. What’s more, you can benefit from optimised Web accelerator software 1 that, well, accelerates the Web. And as for System 
anagement, the Netfinity 5000 includes the latest monitoring, light-path diagnostics and alert systems to help pinpoint problems 
and improve serviceability. In short, it has everything you need for e-business. You can count on it. For more information visit 

wwwJbm.com/jjcAik/netfinity or call Holly Neil on 1890 200 426. 


(0 e-business tools 


200 hits today. 
200,000 hits tomorrow. 


Mn nmhla 


The Netfinity 5000 server. 

Up to 2-way Intel® Pentium® (I 
processors 450MHz 2 » Up to 1GB 3 
SDRAM ECC memory * 90-day start-up 
support* 3-year on-site warranty 

- Starting at £3,054.11* (inc.VAT). 

£2,524.06* (inc.VAT) 
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16/APPOINTMENTS 


MONDAY REVIEW 

Jhf liulr-.vlhU-iH. S MatrkftW 




PROCU R £ M ENT SPECIALISTS 


it's time to 


discover 



you owe it to yourself to find out just what 

the future could be... 










Xyratex is 3 global provider of advanced technology products - ~ 

and sen/ices, with strong technical skills and a commitment to provide 
hrohlv innovative customer solutions 


Purchasing Specialists up to £3iK + benefits 

Responsible for supplier selection, commerdal negotiation, and commodity strategy and 
development on an international basis. The ideal candidate would have a business orientated 
degree, purchasing experience within the electronics industry, and be highly motivated to 
deliver the strategic benefits of modem purchasing. Positions are available in commodity and 
services buying as well as brokerage purchasing within the IT industry. An opportunity also 
exists for a specialised freight buyer. 

Procurement Engineers up to £3ik + benefits 

Responsible for the technical evaluation and selection of suppliers, qualification of suppliers 
manufacturing processes and parts and management of parts quality. The ideal candidate 
would have a mechanical or electrical degree, experience of vendor quality management 
within the electronics industry, and be highly motivated to deliver the benefits early 
involvement of the supply chain can bring to parts and process design. Positions are available 
across a wide range of experience from Assistant Procurement Engineers to Principle Engineer. 

Materials Specialists up to £27K + benefits 

These positions cover a wide range of activities within Xyratex including, product scheduling, 
material planning, supplier management, inventory control and product coordination. The 
idea.' candidate would have good communication skills, be self motivated, flexible and be able 
to work closely with all areas of a business. A working knowledge of MRP processing and BPCS 
■would be beneficial. 

International Trade Specialists up to £ 28 K + benefits 

These positions cover all aspects of trade within a multi-national company The ideal candidate 
■would have the experience and skill to recommend business models which fully utilise the benefits 
available through trade. This would involve a complete understanding of duty, trade regimes, 
logistics and supply chain definition. A relevant logistics qualification would be preferable. If you 
believe you car. deliver the above and wish to make a difference to how an international business 
operates, then we have the opportunities. 


We employ approximately 
2000 people world wide with 
locations in the USA, Europe 
and SouthEast Asia. 

Our employees are 
innovative, highly motivated 
and enthusiastic; working in 
an environment committed to 
skills growth and employee 
career development 

Our customers are recognised 
technology market leaders 
demanding world dass 
solutions. 

For more details about 
Xyratex, visit our website at 
wwwjsyratex.com 

To apply, please send your 
CV to Debbie Fear at 
Xyratex; Langstone Road, 
Havant Hampshire 
P091SA 


Information Technology Products and Services 


Join the winning Team 

Computer Systems Engineers 

ON Digital is the worlds first digital terrestrial pay television company. Broadcoswg 
scanted on 15th November 1998 and we are now seeking to expand our ig- ft 1 
motivated technical operations and systems staff. 

ONDigitaJ is at the leading edge of Digital Terrestrial Television, using rapidly changing 
and innovative technology. The following positions therefore require indnuriua s v* *■ 1 
flexibility, adaptabibty, initiative and a desire to lean new skills 

Positions exist for enthusiastic self-motivated computer systems engineers, with a 
de sir e to work in a broadcasting environment. 


Computer Systems Engineers will be 
responsible for ensuring system integrity 
and successful operation of the Open VMS 
and Alpha Ouster environment. 

This is a unique opportunity to combine 
your computer skills m a fast moving 
television environment. Useful skills include 

TCP/IP, Oracle ROB or Windows ItfT. 

We also welcome recentety qualified 
applicants who have some knowledge of 
VMS or TOP/P. 

These positions require working to a shift 
pattern - broadcasting never stops! 


<£ 

on 


These posts wfll benefit from Group 
Spon sor e d Personal Portable Pension 
Scheme, Mon Contributory Ufa Insurance 
Cover and Single Health Insurance Cover. 
Salaries will reflect the level of 
responsibility assigned and the 
contribution the post holder will make to 
ON Digital's success based on past 
e xp er ie n ce or qualifications. 

QNDigital welcomes applications from 
both sexes and all ethnic backgrounds. 


Contact our managing consultant. Gordon Short, 
quoting ref: GS1120. at.. 

0ERS Communications 

Am Das so dor House. 575-599 Maxrca Rood. Hem el 
Hemosreaa Herts HP? 7DX 

telephone 01442 251691 
facsimile 01442 215486 
email gordon_shortders.co.uk 



IT. ScittCB. 
ErejowefhQ 

Tuesday 
Media. Maflcftng, 
Sales 


Wednesday 

Finance, Legal, 
Secretarial 


Thursday 
Educswo. Graduate 

Sunday 
Puttie General 
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SENIOR SYSTEMS 
SPECIALIST 

An aiLero liana] company 
requires a Senior S.'Strai 
Specialist to dmtap and 
WlKni the Sauna) 
svstems in the UK jod 
Australia. Travel sriil be 
required. You will be 
required to work n’osely 
with scaior management 
and partnen 

Tfce ideal canrfiri.iv miK 
be educated to decree lend 
and have at least 3 year* 
experience in AS 400. 
BPCS, AS Sri and a 
background m IS 
Apply ut uriting hx 
Duncan MacCorkauUle. 
MacCarkxsdale & Bo&an. 
RO- Box 2388. London 
WIR2KT 
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IT SUPPORT A 

DEVELOPMENT PROFESSIONAL 

based Herts. c.£1 8,000 + car 

Perry Group pic is a major nationwide and progressive automotive operations business where 
customer service and satisfaction are paramount. As part of our commitment to deliver top 
quality support to end-users, across a wide range of platforms and software applications, 
we are looking for a capable rT professional to join our small, dedicated team. 

You will deal primarily with systems including Microsoft Office and the Kerridge Autoline 
dealer management system. This is a challenging role in which medium term development 
projects compete with urgent operational problems for your time. You must be capable of 
producing quality output to demanding deadlines, and travel to dealerships in our Southern 
Region and occasionally beyond will also be required. 

You should have a good basic education and a degree in computer studies or related subject 
An understanding of database principles and the ability to manipulate data through different 
types of application is vital, together with excellent communications skills and a methodical 
approach to problem solving. Previous work experience in a similar role would be 
advantageous, although this is not a prerequisite. 

Written applications should be sent to Caroline Cording, Group HR Manager. 
Perry Group pic, Cambridge House, Bluecoats Avenue. Hertford SGI 4 1PB. 


1 PERRYS k 


WE PUT PEOPLE FIRST 
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We arc a large French IT Company, employing 
2300 people, based in France. Currently wc are 
interviewing in three areas: Network 
Administration - New Technologies - Consulting 
and Professional Applications and the Network 
Administration Department is looking for 

Technician and analyst HP MPE 
Technician and analyst AS400 

To join an international banking environment 
in Paris 

• English mother tongue 

• Fluency in French would be an advantage 

• Experience in AS400 and HPN1PE 
environments 

• Salary according to previous experience 

• Immediate availability 

• Open-ended contract 
CL " to be sou to: 

MAUD JEANDOT 
TRANS! C1EL LS-R. 

59-60 quai Alphonse Le Gallo 
92513 BOUUIGNE-BILANCOURT Cedes 
FRANCE 

or by email: drhisr@ transiciel .com 

AU correspondence should include this ref: 1/K.IND.AD 


ljg? Surecomp 


Surecomp is an International Software House specialising in 
Wholesale Banking Systems, with offices based worldwide. Our 
products cover all aspects of a bank's Treasury (both Front and 
Back Office) and Trade Finance operations. Our client base includes 
some of the most prestigious international banks. For our expanding 
operation we are looking for high calibre professionals to work in a 
challenging environment. 


Experience in selling software packages to the financial markets 
Experience in Dealing Rooms, Treasury or Trade Finance operations 
Knowledge of foreign languages would be an advantage 




Previous experience of Project Management or Project Leading 
of Client Server Developments or Customer Support Management 

Experience in developing Dealing Room or other financial systems 
is desirable 

Windows NT, C, C++ and Sybase or similar environment would 
be an advantage 


• Three years software development experience 

• Windows NX C, C++ and Sybase 

• Experience in developing Dealing Room or other financial 
systems is an advantage 

If you are interested in any of these positions send your C V to: 
Karen at Surecomp Systems Limited, The Cornerstone, Broadway, 
Woking, Surrey GU21 5EZ or FAX: 01483 730539 or 
e-mail: karen.bamIey@surecomp.co.uk. 


SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS 


Major investment banks, end users, management consultancies and 
software for companies large and small are recruiting at a variety of 
levels. Skulls required include Front Middle and Back Office Systems, 
Intranets and networking/communications/new media projects. 
Phd/Msc/Bsc’s welcome. 


• derivatives/equities 

• intranets 

• fixed income 

• C/C ++ /SQL Server 


NT/Unix/Windows 
0-0 design/analysis 
Orbix/Corba/COM 
ORACLE/SYBASE 


tutu res/options 
visual basic/java 
quantitative analysis 
client/server 


the soft corporation 




the soft corporation 

7-15 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 4RP - CVs by email or disc. 

Tel: 0171 B33 277 2 • Fax: 0171 8332774 • Email: imcb@softcorp.demon.co.uk 


A rapidly expanding, international, market-making derivatives 
trading firm with offices in London, New York, Chicago, and 
Amsterdam is looking to hire an 

NT System Administrator 

The following technical skills are prerequisites for the position: NT 
4.0 <4 years experience w/certification), Microsoft back Office, 
Exchange Server 5.5w/Oudook Web Access, MS Terminal Server, 
DHCP/WINS, Internet Technologies - HTTP Proxy, firewalling, 
HTML authoring Internet mail admin w/SMTE POP and IMAP 
Windows 95 & 98 experience w/certification, ISDN, Frame Relay, 
leased lines, cabling with CAT5, Fibre Optic, Coax, RAS, Cisco 
config w/700, 2500 series, TCP, IP, backup management, disaster 
recovery and fault tolerance. 

The applicant should be a self starter with strong network skills 
and UNIX experience. Strong troubleshooting skills are 
paramount- Hie individual will be responsible for a 200 node NT 
network. 

Applicants should also have a degree in electronics or computer 
science. Extensive travel may be required. References are required. 
Please apply to: 

The Helios Group London, Walbrook House, 

2nd Floor, 23-29 Walbrook London EC4N 8BT N 

Telephone: 0171 570 3610 Fax: 0171 570 3611 HELIOS 
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1999 GRADUATES 


Various Locations £16k to £22k 

Are you due to graduate in an Engineering 
discipline, e.g. Bectronics, Computer Science, 
Mathematics, or Physics? We can help you find 
your ideal first career move. We are now 
experiencing an increased number of new 
vacancies for 1999 graduates, and you owe it 
to yourself after years of hard studying to 
become aware of wnat is available to you. Our 
service to you is free, you simply need to 
contact us at any time to discuss vacancies, or 
simply write/fax/Email your CV to us. 

Contact: Paul Slough 
Telephone: 01442 670770 
Fax: 01442 879779 
E-mail: cv@jonesforjobs.com 
web: www.jonesforjobs.com 

Address: Jones Resourcing, The Coach House. 
Boxwell Road, Berkhamsted, Herts- HP4 1AA. 


Japan Natural Ltd fRjrt of Japan Centre Group; requres a 
SHOP MANAGER with bi.awta)ge of TOFU production. 
2SI-. >5 yn e.-jwnence m ]apan«K Fo>d hidusiry 
+ >3 >T5 experience in Japanese Food Shop. 


Send your CV to Mr K ToVumi no. Japan CemGrawp, 
212 PfccadHlji London, WIV TLA 


Finsoft limited require IT Professionals to fill 
various positions. Applicants will ideally be 
educated lo degree level with a minimum of two 
years relevant experience in any of the following: 

•Oracle “C++ “Unix ^Visual Basic 

“Powerbuilder "PS! Base *Sap 

“IBM Mainframe Skills-COBOL, DB2, CICs trie. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
software development and would ideally have a 
proven track record within their specific area of 
specialism. 

CVs to: 

PO Box 21015A Islington. London Nl 2XQ 


EoccxDg sles *ad mnfeimg opperuairies e*xa Cor m< ntr iodmdoak id Jew He c n r art Technologies 
Europe Ltd, i leacSng LT. jmsntdag md aoirwarc ioriccs eom pnij . 

The company has sutr otihr zrc ofistiore drrdapnjca coarri Based on we mribkio provki- 

qw&y w A o oni in a conytex mufa ipbor . 

Became of our growing sun we require sxfiviAnts to itss oar ales ton wkh experience in d* sea 
of cfacaoiac mmtnoc e, baafcmg and Enanca! scrrkebS 

Tbe ideal cuxfidor muff have lad 5 yean of sales experience' of wlridi two should bavr been in d* area 
of £ C Sctaooc to the ■gaujponakm, n a ra iac runng and banking in^rary. Offshore ales oponcr a 

Pfcase send CVj ad tppSoikaa 10 HR Manager* Hororc Tfcfcoolops Europe LtJ. !•< Floor. 
Bc An^ u m Goon. B udkiug t mu Garden. Sfaogfa. Berkshire, SL1 IHP. 


IT Career Opportunities 

Project Managers, SAP R/3 a ad Pcoplesoft 
Developers and lmpfemcatcrs. Client Server 
Devdopers (PowerBuilder. VB, Dev 2000) with data 
base experience (Sytiasc/Oracle/lneres) Mainframe 
Developers tCOBOL, Assembler. PUD. C 
Developers (MS VC++, C. C++). Web Dei elopers 
(HTML and CGI) and AS400 Developers 
(ASSET/BPCS) urgently needed to be based in 
Bangalore (India) wilh UK assignment*. Degree 
qualification plus 2 years experience. Indian local 


ilificatkm plus 2 years experience. Indian tool 
lects essential Competitive salary. 

Pkase fox Cl'to Genisys Sojfaw 
FAX: +44 (011256 818904 
TEL: +44 (0)1256 307 T77 


nnsna 

Technical Support 
Team Leader 


EHKSk + bonus Umdon 
Twsa anands on rote leading 
a small team providing 2nd 
ana 3rd ftw support to a 
. Ejf opean a»eni Base, far a 
mgnly mctoattt individual with 
a tncs ground m muRt-Dtatfonn 

teawcal suppon m a 

Ihojough undwuanding of NTa 
andnetwortong. ihre « an ideal 
J* 9 *P* rt0 management 

wne. enclosing w ^ 
Id NMq Jones. Blue Ctbp 

fooumem i Sceptre House 
nombeam Business ParK. 

Harrcgate HG2 BPB 


Banking and Accountancy 
Recruitment Fair 

14 April, Cabot Hall, Canary Wharf, London 

IT Recruitment Fair 

9 June, The New Connaught Rooms, London 

IT Recruitment Fair 

8 September, The New Connaught Rooms, London 

IT Recruitment Fair 

3 November, The New Connaught Rooms, London 


For further Information About this netting opportunity 
Cafl Iten Notoon on 0171 323 4469 
or Andy Cordon 0171 323 4604 

T1» tndvpendont flacrutatrent Faira arm iponwwvd try 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 

ana organised try Wopendwn Magaxbws (UK) Ltd, 7-9 RMftben* Srwrt. London WfP «*= 
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BELOVED (15) 

Director Jonathan Qemme 
Starring: Oprah Winfrey. Danny Glover 
If film lives in a boldly naturalistic plane, prose 
inhabits an altogether more oblique and shadowy 
realm. And so Jonathan Demme's adaptation 
of Tbni Morrison’s multi-layered Pulitzer Prize- 
winner was always going to make fbr an uneasy 
marriage; hopping shakily between upfront 
dramatics and mysticism. Gprab Winfrey stare 
as, > escaped slave struggling to cope with a 
visitation from a bewitched voodoo child (Thamfie 
Newton; who may tor may not) be the ghost 
of her dead daughter. Still, there's much 
to admire in Beloved's three hours of muddle - 
its fabu l ist take on blade oppression, its gumbo 
of pungent human drama with overheated borrow 
flick she n a ni g ans . Heartfelt acting and a vibrant 
visual sense paper overall manner of cracks. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 

Cinema, Ud Whiteleys, Virgin Trocaderv, 
Warner Village. And local cinemas 


FESTEN (THE CELEBRATION) (151 
Director: Thomas Vmtsrtjerg 
Starring: Ulrich Thomsen, Helge Moritzen 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End ; Chelsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 
House. Curzon Soho, Screen on Baker Street 

1 

KINI AND ADAMS (NO 

Director: Idrissa Ou6draogo 
Starring: David Mohloki, Vusi Kuneni 


Burkina Faso director Idrissa Ou6draogo, 
Kxni and Adams looks to spotlight a career 


in transition. This African odd-couple comedy 
turns its back on Otiedraogo’s traditionally stark, 
folk-tale milieu, and ropes in two professional 
actors in David Mohloki and Vusi Kuneni’s 
squabMmgadventurera. But the cfirector’s soulful 
style is stymied by a script that is, at times, 
danlringty schematic and crudely drawn. The 
natural magic slowly seeps away. 

Repertory: National Film Theatre 


THE 39 STEPS (PG) 

Director Alfred Hitchcock 

Starring: Robert Donat, Madeleine Carroll, 

Godfrey Tearle. Peggy Ashcroft. Lucie Mannheim 
Filmed back in 1935, The 39 Steps stands proud 
as the most polished pic of Hitchcock’s early 
British period (although The Lady Vanishes 
comes awfoDy dose). Thereafter, he would light 
out for Hollywood and his fil ms would become 
both more glossy and more morally oblique. The 
39 Steps, by contrast, offers classic Boys’ Own 
adventure, riffiug off John Buchan's source 
novel to produce a gadabout spy yam that, hurls 
Robert Donat and Madeleine Carroirs handcuffed- 
together runaways into a Scotland thatfs bursting 
with oddball eccentrics. The fit™ is as light and 
bracing as oxygen: all witty twists, throwaway 
lines and crisp observations as it builds towards 
a c lima ctic crescendo at the London Palladium 
Legend has it that Hitchcock insisted on hand- 
cuffing Donat to Canon before filming be g a n. 
just so they could get used to being together 
and then ran off with the key. Tsk, those 
auteur directors. Never too highbrow for the 
odd playground prank. 

West End: Barbican Screen 

Xan Brooks ; 


The Independent recommends 


the Five Best Films the five best Plays the Five best Shows 


Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas Vmterherg.'s superlative 
black comedy concerns the 60th birthday of a 
family patriarch who finds himself at the centre of 
dark secrets that unexpectedly emerge. 

The Thin Red Line (15) 

Terrence Malick returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
the battle of Guadalcanal. A war movie of a sort. 

though what that son might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader's bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks’s not'd, 
stars Nick Nolle as a man str ug glin g to escape (he 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 

Shakespeare in Love (15) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and JuSa. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow bead a multi-star casL 


The Opposite of Sex (18) 
Christina Ricci (rtgfa) plays 
16-year-old bhch-on-wheels 
Dedee, shooting from the lip 
and causing all kinds of havoc 
when she moves in with her 
mild-mannered half-brother 
(Martin Donovan). 



Anthony Qlonn 


Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre. 

London) 

Michael Frayn s profound 
and haunting meditation 
on science, morality and 
the mysteries of human 
motivation (rigju). To 7.4ug 


Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre, London) 
Widely regarded os the best ever. Trevor Nunn’s 
glorious production of the Rodgers and 

Hammcranrin classic fully deserves its West End 
transfer. To 26Jun 

The Memory of Water 

(\faudeville Theatre. London) 

Alison Steadman pulls off one of the funniest, 
truest drunk scenes ever in Shelagh Stephenson’s 
fine play about sisters brought together for their 
mother's funeral. To 22 May 

The Dispute (The Other Place. Stratford) 
Marivaux's mordant ISth-centuiy play about a 
sexual experiment is brought to life in this 
RSCiLyrie Hammersmith co-production. To 20 Mar 

A Passionate Woman 

(Leicester Haymarket) 

Genuinely fanny and moving. Kay Mellors play 
is much more than a Shirley l alanine re-run as 
penned by some eul -price Alan Bennetl. To 20 Mar 

Pai l Taylor 



Portraits by Ingres 

(National Gallery) 

1 * i 

\ : 


Some of the most intense 


M 

portraiture ever (rigfa)- 

.i; 

Women: exquisite 


Wr 

' J 

Mt larifrs of flesh and 
fabric, dreams of sex and 
money. To 25 Apr 


Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 
Caulfield is a virtuoso of many styles, and this 
retrospective offers the range, notably those laconic 
outlines flooded with irunshiccm colour. To 11 Apr 

Peter Doig & Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruitmarkec. Edinburgh) 

Hvo painters collaborate. Doit* s sizzling, curdling, 
overloaded landscapes mix with Krisa nanus's 
collages of cultural detritus and noodles. To 2 7 Mjr 

Richard Deacon 

(Tare Gallery, Liverpool) 

"New World Order": more curvaceous assemblages 
of win'd, metal, glass and plastic - some gigantic, 
some humble - by the noted Eighties sculptor. 

What do they mean'. 1 Nu one knows. 77i lit Ma\ 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

Three ages of European war through the etchings 
of Jacques Callot. Guv a and Otto Pis. Black-and- 
white visions from the blackest u! limes. To 20 Mjr 

TOM Ll'BBOCK 


General Release 
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AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends , above. 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Renoir 

A BUG'S LIFE (U) 

A Bug’s Life sees humble insect Ftik joining a flea 
circus in an effort to save his community from 
marauding grasshoppers. West End: ABC 
T'jfenham Court Rood, Clapham Picture House, 
Odeon Camden Toum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza. Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocaderv, 
Warner Village West End. Andlocal cinemas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads 
Kate Winslet’s single-mum, her two daughters 
in tow. Winslet does wefl with a change- of-pace 
rote and the child stare are startlingly good. 
West End : ABC Swiss Centre, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage. Renoir, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham 
Road. Local- Wfefl HaU Coronet 

HILARY AND JACKIE US) 

Rill-throttle playing from Oscar-nominated 
actresses Rachel Griffiths and Entity Watson, 
sustains Anand nicker’s warts-and-aQ biopic of 
the Du Pr6 sisters. West End- Curzon Soho 
R^edory- Phoenix Cinema. Andloocd cinemas 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

J^Gok&himpiaysRk±yasaizzbaflTVexEcutiv& 
Fearful for his job, Kicky uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Murphy) a s a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the roof. G, in turn, 
teaches Ricky a few soulful lessons. Parts of Hdy 
Man are very fanny but the film never quite 
finds the right tone. West End: Odeon Marble Arch. 
WamerVUlage Wfest End And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an Afro- 
American spin, but Angela Bassett works hard to 
m a k e an impression among the slide-show of 
tourist-brochure visuals. West End Ritzy Cinema, 
Virgin Tracadero. And local cinemas 

JACK FROST (PG) 

Michael Keaton stars as a self-obsessed blues-man 

who dies and gets reincarnated as a snowman. 
F'lpuJa family fan. Wkst End: UCI Whiteleys, 
Whrner Village West End. And local cinemas 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) (PG) 
In Roberto Benigni’s comedy, the writer-director 
tabes centre-stage as a downing Jewish bookshop 
keeper in fascist Italy. He is spirited off to the 
death camps and strives to convince his son that 
it’s nothing mane than a game. West End: Curzon 
Mayfair. Curzon Soho. Odeon Kensington, Ritzy 
Cinema. Screen ontheHiU, UCJWhitdeys,Vtrgin 
Chelsea. VirginHaymarkeL Repertory. Wbtermans 
Arts Centre. And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, Jane Horrocks perfects 

Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks 1 vocal pyrotech- 
nics, plus a marvellously weighted turn from 
Michael Caine push Little Voice through to the 
final curtain. Wtst End ABC IWtentom Court 
Rood. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon VPtest End, 
Vsry^ Fidham Road And local cinemas 

LOVED (15) 

Erin Dignam’s Loved has been collecting dust 
on distributors’ shelves for nearly two years, 
not because if s had, but because it’s so subtty 
undassifiable, Robin Wright Pfenn pfays an abused 
ex-girlfriend called upon by lawyer Wiliam Hurt 
to testify against ha - brutal former boyfriend. 
Loved paints troubled relationships forwbat they 
are: complex, charged and inextricably entwined. 
Wterf End- ABC Piccadilly 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End VJrgin Fulham Road. Warner WZZage 
Wfest End Anri focal cinemas 

PtpfTED ANGELS (15) 

Tire angels are whores; the paint from the 
gloomier end of the palette. Jon Sanders 

revolves around a froatierbrotbdpT^^ 

over by Brenda Ricker's no-nonsense i madanL 
Earthy, naturalistic acting g oes . haD 1 d - 1 “'““ 
wfthGerald Packer’s evocativevisi^ . 
the resolutely downbeat handling makes it stow 
gning at times. West End Renoir 


PERMTA DURANGO (18) 

Alex De La Iglesia's quasi-sequel to Lynch’s WBd 
a t Heart is a strutting Ifex-Mex caper; r unning on 
a kind of posturing wackiness. Rosie Pferez acquits 
herself well as the vixenish heroine who abducts 
a pair of all-American virgins, while Live Flesh's 
Javier Bardem glowers from beneath a comedy 
wig; It's camp, garish and atmoyingty entertaining. 
West End Metro, Odeon Camden T bum 

PRACTICAL MAGIC 02) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash erf 
mumbo jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
misma tched sisters raised from a line of witches 
and hexing any unlucky man who swings into 
their orbit. Vfest End- TOn-ner Village West End 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon hfe of Moses, PreamWteto 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it 
“painted fay Claude Monet and photographed 
by David Lean”. The end result winds up as 
The Ten Commandments by way of Joseph and 
His Technicolor DreamcoaL West End ■ Empire 
Leicester Square. And local cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

Wfest End ABC Tottenham Court Road,Clapham 
Picture House, Empire Leicester Square, 
Hotting HtO, Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UC 7 Whiteleys, 
WrgmFMhamRoad, WrgmTmcaderaRi^ertory: 
Wbtemums Arts Centre. And local cinemas 

THE THIN RED UNE (15) 

See The hidependerd Recommends, above. 

Wfest End: Clapham Picture House, Gate Nottmg 
Hi U, Odeon Camden Ttoum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Fulham Road Arid local cinemas 

THIS YEAR'S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart 
Douglas Henshafl et aD weave through David Kane’s 
Camden-set essay on urban romance. Although 
generally witty and wefl-observed, the film cranks 
what might have been a sublime one-hour teleplay 
into double its natural length. West End Clapham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Odeon West End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. And localcinemas 

TITANIC TOWN 15) 

AD aboard for Troubles-hit Belfast, circa 1972. The 
IRA and British forces are taking potshots at 
each other in the streets. Civilians are dying in 
the crossfire. To the rescue comes Julie Walters’ 
concerned local mum, who lobbies fora ceasefire 
and finds herself caught between the opposing 
factions. Fbr a film impEdtty about rage and waste, 
ifs a Bttie low on dramatic oomph. Wfest End- ABC 
Sides Centre. Local KUburn Tricycle Cinema 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

Jamie Blanks' new stalk-and-slash romp clones 
Scream’s tics, twists and in-jokes in much the 
same way that its campus kiDer mimics the crimes 
of popular myth. The result is a strangely bland 
a n d incon sequential bloodbath: fresh-faced teens 
meeting their grisly end in a drama as cold and 
schematic as a daytime talk show. West End UCI 
Whitdeys,\ / irginTrocadero,Wdr nerWQagePfest 
EruL And load cmernas 

YOU'VE GOT MAIL (PG) 

Riffing off the template of ha* earlier Sleepless in 
Seattle, director Nora Ephron ushers her favourite 
pairing of Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan through a 
contrived romantic comedy that’s zapped out of 
its old-fashioned rut fay a shrewd Internet plot 
book. West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
BadMxmScreerLCIaplia^ 

Camden 7bwn,Odem Kensington, Odeon Marble 
An^OdeonSwissCdtage,ScreenmBdkerStreet, 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, VSigm fWtem 
Rood, Virgin Haymarket, Virgin Trocadero, 
Wbmer Village West End. And focal cfnemos 

YOUR FRIENDS AM) NEIGHBORS U8) 

Another troufalingX-n^y of American mores from 
7n the Company erf Men director Nefl LaBute, 
which looks like a carbon copy of the director’s 
debut West End- Metro, virgin Haymarket 
Local Efopfamf & Castle Coronet 


CINEMA 

west End 

ABC HUNTTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) -e Piccadilly 
Gras Elizabeth 2.15pm, 5.15pm, 
8.15pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.15pm. 
3.40pm, 6.10pm. 8.35pm n (PI) 
1 .30pm. 335pm. 6.1 5pm. B.45pm 
Two Girts and a Guy 4pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)) e 
Piccadilly Circus Buffalo 66 
3.30pm. 8.1 5pm Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 6pm 
Loved 1.30pm. 3.55pm, 6.15pm, 
B.40pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) «- Leicester 
Square Affliction 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 
8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) Leicester 
Square/Pi ccadflly Circus Hideous 
Kinky 2pm, 4.20pm. 635pm. 
8.45pm I Think I Do 1.1 0pm. 
3.10pm, 5.10pm, 7.10pm, 

9.10pm Titanic Town 2.25pm, 
4.35pm, 6.45pm, 8.55pm La Vie 
Rev6e des Anges 1 ,25pm. 
3.45pm, 6.05pm. 8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 130pm. 
4pm, 6.40pm Uttie Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare fa Love 1.10pm, 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 935pm You've 
Got M@tl 1 pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm, 
9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) «■ Moorgace 
The 39 Steps (1935 Version) 
3pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm You've 
Got M@fl 6pm. 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) e Sloane 

Square Festen 2pm. 4.15pm, 
630pm. 8.50pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) ■©■ Clapham 
Common Festen 2.1 5pm, 4.30pm. 
6.50pm, 9.10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 4.15pm. 9.20pm The Thin 
Red Line 1.15pm, 4.45pm. 8.1 5pm 
This Year's Love 1.45pm. 6.40pm 
IfouVe Got M@0 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) «• Green Park 
La Vita » Bella 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 6.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0T7T-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer/Kn Ighcsbridge Elizabeth 
3pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
■& Leicester Square Festen 
2.15pm. 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary and Jackie 1 ,30pm. 4pm, 
6.45pm. 9.15pm La Vita 4 Bella 
1pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Blade I2noon, 
3.40pm, 7.20pm The Prince or 
Egypt 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12. 15pm, 
3pm, 5.50pm, 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) « Notdng HUt 
Gate The Thin Red Line 1.10pm. 
4.30pm, 7.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O Piccadilly 
Ore us Ferdfta Durango 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 9.15pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 67051 O Notting Hill 
Gate Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
Beloved 7.50pm A Bug's Ufe 
11.55am, 2.15pm. 4.35pm 

Shakespeare In Love 12.1 5pm. 
2.55pm. 5.40pm, 8.20pm The 
Thin Red Line 11.55am, 3.25pm, 
7.50pm This Year's Love 
12.55pm, 3.25pm. 6.05pm. 9pm 
YbuVe Got M@il 12.25pm, 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) # Piccadilly 
Circus Stepmom 12.35pm, 
3.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) «• High Street 
Kensington Beloved 8.30pm 
A Bug's Life 1 2.45pm. 3.15pm. 
5,45pm Shakespeare In Love 
1 2.30pm, 3.25pm, 6.20pm, 

9.15pm The Thftt Red Line 
1,25pm, 5.05pm, 8.45pm This 
Year's Love 1.40pm. 4.20pm, 
7pm, 9.40pm La Vita 4 Bella 
1pm. 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 9.20pm 
You’ve Got 12.45pm, 

3.40pnu 6.35pm. 9.30pm 


ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) Leicester 

Square The Thin Red Line 
12.40pm. 4.10pm, 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O- Marble Arch 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.55pm. 4,05pm. 
6.30pm Enemy of the State 
9.05pm Shakespeare fn Love 
12.55pm, 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 

9.10pm The Thin Red Une 
1.05pm, 4.40pm, 8. 15pm This 
Year's * Love 1.25pm, 4pm, 
6.40pm, 9.15pm Vbu’ve Got 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.T0pm. 9pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Life 2.25pm, 
4.30pm. 6.35pm. 8.45pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm, 3.05pm, 

5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 6.05pm, 
8.30pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm, 
5.45pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
Beloved 1. 45pm, 7.45pm A 

Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 2.20pm. 
4.35pm. 6.40pm Hideous Kinky 
8.50pm Little Voice 5.35pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.10pm, 
2.55pm. 5.40pm, 8.25pm The 
Thin Red Une 12.35pm, 4.05pm. 
7.45pm ~ This Year's Love 
12.55pm. 3.25pm, 6pm. 8.35pm 
Ybu*ve Got M@il 12. 15pm, 
2.45pm, 5.30pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) & Leicester 

Square Uttie Voice 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm, 8.55pm This 
Year's Love 1.15pm. 3.40pm, 
6.15pm, B.50pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Circus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm L5 
(MAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rec Back 
to the Cretaceous (3-D) 1.35pm.- 
3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm, 10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
□reus A Bug’s Ufe 1.35pm, 
4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm Saving 
Private Ryan 12.15pm. 4.15pm. 
7.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
The Truman Show I pm. 3.15pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) & Russell 

Square Affliction 1 .35pm, 

3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 

Hideous Kinky 1.50pm, 6.35pm 
Painted Angels 4.10pm. 8.55pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) B R/& Brixcon 
Beloved 1.45pm, 5.15pm. 

8.40pm A Bug's Life 2.20pm. 
4.40pm The Fountainhead 
2.30pm Shakespeare In Love 
2pm, 4.25pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm 
The Thin Red Une 1.50pm, 
5.10pm. 8.30pm This Year’s 
Love 4.35pm, 6.55pm. 9.10pm 
La Vita & Bella 6.45pcti. 9.1 5pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) & Baker Street 
Festen 3.10pm, 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
You’ve Got M@I1 3.35pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GRSN 

(0171-226 3520) Q Angel The 
Thin Red Une 3pm, 7,30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) O Belsize Park 
La Vita e Bella 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 
6.50pm. 9.15pm 

UCJ WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Bayswacer 
Beloved 1.15pm. 5.05pm, 

8.40pm A Bug's Ufe 11.45am, 
2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm Hideous 
Kinky 12.15pm, 2.40pm, 4.50pm, 
7.20pm, 9.40pm Madeline 

1 .35pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 2.45pm, 3.50pm, 6.40pm. 

9.30pm The Thin Red Line 1pm. 
4.40pm, 8.30pm This Year's Love 
3.40pm, 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 9.20pm La Vita 4 BeOa 
12noon. 3.10pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 
Vbu’ve Got M@fl 12.30pm, 
3.30pm, 6.20pm. 9.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) & Sloane 

Square A Bug’s UFe 2.35pm, 
4.50pm, 7.10pm The Thin Red 
Line ipm, 4.30pm, 8pm This 
Year's Love 9.20pm La Vita £ 
Bella T.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 
9pm You’ve Got M@U 1 2.30pm. 
3.15pm. 6pm. B.55pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

[0870-907 0711) O South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 2.20pm. 
4.40pm. 7pm, 920pm Little Voice 
1.20pm. 4pm, 630pm, 9pm The 
Opposite of Sex 2pm, 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.40pm. 320pm. 6pm, 
8.50pm The TWn Red Line 1.40pm. 
5.10pm, 8.40pm Vbu’ve Got M@a 
Ipm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9.10pm 


VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) o Piccadilly 
Circus La Vita e Bella 12.50pm. 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 1.15pm, 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm You've 
Got M@ll 12.40pm. 3.1Spm, 
5.55pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
Circus Beloved 12.50pm, 420pm. 
8pm A Bug’s Ufe 12.50pm. 
3.10pm. 5.40pm. 8.10pm 

Bulworth Ipm. 3.30pm. 5.50pm, 
8.20pm Enemy of the State 
12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 2 noon. 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. 820pm Urban 
Legend 12.50pm. 330pm, 6.10pm. 
8.40pm Itou’ve Got M@0 12.10pm. 
2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) -O Leicester 
Square Beloved 120pm, 4.50pm. 
8.20pm A Bug's Ufe 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7pm, 9.25pm 
Bulworth 3.45pm, 8.50pm Holy- 
Man 1.10pm. 620pm The 

Opposite of' Sex 12.50pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm, 4.15pm. 6.55pm 
Urban Legend 11.55am, 2.10pm, 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm Vfery 
Bad Things T.40pm. 4,10pm, 
9.05pm Vbu’ve Got M@a 12 noon. 
1pm, 2.50pm. 3.40pm. 5.40pm, 
6.30pm, 8.30pm, 920pm, 9.35pm. 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O- Park Royal 
Beloved 1 .1 5pm, 4.45pm. 8. 1 5pm 
A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.1 5pm, 6.25pm, 
8.30pm Holy Man 320pm. 9.50pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
T 2. 40pm. 5.50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.40pm, 
9.20pm The Thin Red Line 1pm. 

1 .30pm. 4.25pm, 5.10pm. 7.50pm, 
8.35pm This Year’s Love 12.40pm. 
5.50pm Urban Legend 2pm. 
430pm, 7.10pm. 9.30pm VbuVe Got 
M@il 1pm. 3.30pm, 6.15pm. 9pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) «■ High 
Barnet A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4pm. 6pm 
Hilary and Jackie 4.1 0pm. S.45pm 
little Vblce 8.30pm Patch Adams 
6.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 ,20pm. 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 25pm. 4.45pm. 
7.55pm This Year's Love 1.45pm, 
6.30pm Titanic 2.30pm. 7.30pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@H 1 . 1 5pm, 3.40pm, 
6.25pm. 8.50pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Life 
12.15pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm Utde 
Voice 2.35pm, 9pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm Vbu've 
Got M@U 1.45pm, 5.45pm. 8.35pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181-303 1 550} BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug’s Ufe 12ncxsn. 
1.1 5pm. 2.20pm. 3.30pm. 5.40pm. 
7.50pm. 9.50pm Uttie Voice 
2.1 5pm. 7pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
Stepmom 1.20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.35pm The Thin Red Line 1 .30pm. 
4.30pm. 5.25pm. 7.55pm. 8.55pm 
This Ytear's Love 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm Urban Legend 
1 2.45pm. 2.55pm. 5.1 0pm. 7.25pm, 
9.45pm La vita 6 Bella 4.30pm. 

9. 1 5pm You’ve Got M@il 1 225pm. 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: Brom- 
ley North A Bug's Ufe 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 625pm 5hakespeare In 
Love 2.20pm, 5.55pm. 8.40pm The 
Thin Red Une 12.30pm, 4.10pm, 
7.50pm This Year’s Love 8.45pm 
Ybu've Got M@il 12.20pm, 3pm. 
5.45pm. 8.35pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Carford 
A Bug’s Ufe 6pm This Year's Love 
2.30pm, 8.30pm Ybu've Got M®H 
2.15pm, 5.15pm, 8.15pm 

CROYDON 

CLDCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: East Croydon Hilary and Jack- 
ie 3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 

CROYDON SAFARI (0181 -6B8 
3422) BR: West Croydon A Bug’s 
Ufe 5.40pm Holy Man 5.30pm. 
8.15pm Lai Baadshah 8pm Uttie 
voice 5.45pm, 8.10pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090} BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Ufe 12.55pm. 3.35pm, 6.30pm. 
8,50pm Holy Man 12.30pm. 
6pm Shakespeare In Love 
1 235pm, 3.20pm, 6.1 5pm. 9.1 5pm 
Stepmom 3.10pm, 9pm The Thin 
Red Line i .1 0pm. 3.50pm, 4.50pm, 
7.40pm. 8.40pm This Year's Love 
1.30pm, 4.20pm, 7pm 9.50pm Ur- 
ban Legend 1.40pm, 4,10pm, 
6.50pm, 9.40pm You've Got M@ll 
12.45pm. 3.40pm, 6.40pm, 925pm 


DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020} O Dagenham Heath way 
Beloved 2pm. 5.20pm. 8.50pm 
A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4. 1 0pm. 6.20pm. 
B.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
2pm, 6.50pm The Thin Red Une 
1.30pm. 2pm, 4.50pm, 5.20pm, 
8.10pm, 8.55pm This Year’s' Love 
2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Urban Legend 3pm. 5.20pm. 
7.30pm. 9.40pm You've Got M@ll 
1 .50pm. 4.1 5pm, 6.40pm. 9.1 Opm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907 0719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
A Bug's Ufe 1.45pm. 3.55pm 
Shakespeare In Love 6.10pm. 
8.50pm The Thin Red Une 1 .1 0pm, 
4.40pm, 8.15pm Ybu've Got M@il 
2.20pm, 5.40pm, 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 
Q Edgware A Bug's Ufe 5.40pm 
Kactiche Dhaage phone for times 
■ Kuril Kuril Hota Haa phone for times 
Stepmom 5.15pm. 8.15pm Za- 
khm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY Ud 12 (0990-888990) 
o Tottenham Hale Beloved 1.45pm. 
5.40pm. 920pm A Bug's Life 1 .05pm, 
1.30pm. 2pm. 3.25pm, 4.05pm. 
4.30pm. 6pm, 7.05pm. 850pm How 
Stella Got her Groove Back 8.25pm 
Hun Aapke Dfl Mein Retire HaJn 
9.30pm Jack Frost 2J50pm, 520pm 
Uttie Voice 12.50pm, 3.45pm, 
6.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
9.40pm Stepmom 420pm. 720pm, 
1 0.05pm The Thin Red Une 1 .1 5pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7.30pm, 8.35pm 
This Year's Love 12.40pm. 3.05pm, 
6.10pm. 9.15pm Urban Legend 
7.55pm. 1020pm La Vita t BeOa 

I . 1 5pm. 3.55pm. 6.55pm, 9.55pm 
Ybu've Got M@3 1 2.30pm. 3.1 5pm. 
6.20pm. 9.05pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) 

O Elephant 6 Castle A Bug's Ufe 
4pm, 6.30pm, 8.40pm This Year's 
Love 4.05pm, 6. 1 5pm. 8.40pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 4.15pm. 
6.35pm. 8.45pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD MOVIES (0181-867 
0555) BR: Feitham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 11.10am. 2.35pm. 6.15pm. 
9.45pm Beloved 1 1 ,30am. 2.40pm. 
6pm. 8.1 5pm A Bug's Life 1 1 .30am. 
12.50pm. 1.45pm. 3pm. 4pm. 
5. 1 0pm Daag 2.30pm. 9.20pm Holy 
Man 1 1 ,30am, 5pm Hum Aapke Dil 
MeinRehceHafn 12.15pm. 3.50pm. 
9pm Kariiche Dhaage 11am. 
5.1 5pm Kaun 9.50pm Lai Baadshah 

II. 30am. 3pm. 6.20pm. 9.50pm 
La Warts 2pm. 8.30pm Uttie Vo fee 
6pm Shakespeare in Love 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm Shah- 
hed-E-Mohabbac 11.1 Sam. 6pm 
Stepmom 2pm. 7.30pm The Thin 
Red Une 1pm, 4.30pm. 6.10pm, 
Bpm, 9.40pm This Year’s Love 
11.30am. 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.55pm Urban Legend 12.05pm. 
2.25pm, 5.10pm. 720pm. 9.40pm 
La Vfca e Bella 4pm. 6.35pm Ybu've 
Got M@il 11.10am. 1.50pm. 
4.25pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE FINCHLEY ROAD 
(0171-604 3059) O Finchley Road 
A Bug's Ufe 10.30am. 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.10pm. 8.20pm Holy Man 
4.35pm. 9.30pm The Opposite oF 
Sex 2.20pm. 7pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.50pm. 3.35pm. 6.15pm. 
9.15pm The Thin Red Une 1pm, 
2pm. 425pm, 5.30pm, 8pm, 9pm 
This Year's Love T .1 5pm. 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Urban Legend 
2.15pm. 4,45pm. 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
You've Got Mfg>il 12.40pm. 
3.25pm. 6pm. 8.50pm 

WARNBI VILLAGE NORTH FINCH- 
LEY (01 81 -446 9344) O East Rnch- 
ley A Bug's Ufe 1 2.50pm. 3.50pm. 
6.50pm. Bpm Shakespeare in Love 
1 .10pm. 4pm. 6.35pm, 9.30pm The 
Thin Red Une 12.40pm, 1.20pm. 
4.30pm. 5.10pm. 8.10pm. 8.50pm 
This Year's Love 1.30pm, 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Urban Legend 
2.10pm, 4.50jxn, 7.20pm, 9.50pm 
La Vita 4 Bella 1 .25pm. 4pm. 7pm. 
9.40pm You’ve Got M@il 1pm. 
3.40pm, 6.30pm, 9.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 
ABC (0181-455 1 724} O Golders 
Green Ybu’ve Got M(gHI 2.45pm, 
5.30pm. 8.T5pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181-293 
0101) BH Greenwich Shakespeare 
in Love 7pm The Thin Red Une 
4.30pm. 8pm This Year's Love 
4.40pm, 920pm Ybu've Got M@fl 
3.55pm. 6-30pm. 9pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 0718) QRaven- 
scourt ftrk A Bug's Ufe 1 .30pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 2.50pm. 3.30pm, 6. 1 Opm. 9.1 Opm 
The Thin Red Line 1pm 4.30pm. 8pm 
This Year's Love 9pm You've Got 
M@3 1pm, 3.40pm. 6. 15pm. 850pm 


HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 04 1 3) ■©■ Beisce Bark 
A Bug's Ufe 4pm. 6.20pm Shake- 
speare In Love 5.1 5pm. 8.15pm This 
Year's Love 1 25pm. 8. 30pm You've 
Got M@il 2pm, 5.40pm. 8 20pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (01 81 -426 0303) 
O Harrow-on-the-Hill Hum Aapke 
Dll Mein Rehte Hain 8.45pm Lai 
Baadshah 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181 -427 9009) 

0 Harrow on Hill Beloved i .40pm. 
5.1 Opm 8.40pm A Bug’s Life 1 1 am. 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. B.50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 pm. 3.40pm. 
6.40pm, 9.30pm Stepmom 420pm. 
9.50pm The TlUn Red Une 1 2 noon. 
12.20pm. 330pm. 4.10pm, 7.10pm. 
8pm This Year's Love 12.50pm. 
330pm, 6.30pm 9.10pm Urban Leg- 
end 11.40am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 
6.50pm, 920pm La Vita e Bella 

1 -20pm. 7.20pm You’ve Got M@fl 
12.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) O Hol- 
loway Road Beloved 12.35pm. 
4.15pm. 7.45pm A Bug’s Ufe 
12.15pm. 1.05pm. 220pm. 325pm 
4.25pm, 5.45pm 8.45pm Holy Man 
1 .40pm. 4pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 8.30pm Utde Voice 
6.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1220pm, 3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
The Thin Red LAie 1 2.50pm. 420pm 
7.50pm This Year's Love 1pm, 
3,35pm, 6.10pm, 8 -50pm Urban Leg- 
end 6.35pm, 9pm Ybu've Got M@iT 
12.40pm, 320pm, 6pm. 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) O-Gants 
Hilt A Bug’s Ufe 2pm. 4.30pm. 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Uttie Voice 
1.30pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.50pm, 5.20pm. 8.10pm 
The Thin Red Une 12.30pm, 4pm, 
7.30pm This Year's Love 3.50pm. 
8.25pm Ybu've Got M@H 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm 

KILBURN TRICYCLE CINEMA 

(0171-323 1000) O Kilbum 

Titanic Town 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Ufe 5.35pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.10pm. 
5.25pm. 8.1 Opm This Year's Love 
2.15pm, 8.20pm You've Got M@il 
2.10pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

MUSWELL H1U. 

ODEON (08705-050007) O-High- 

r ite A Bug's Ufe 2.1 5pm, 4 25pm. 

30pm The Thin Red Line 1.1 Opm. 
4.35pm. 7.50pm This Year’s Love 
8.45pm Ybu've Got M@H 2.30pm. 
5.30pm, 8.30pm 

PECKHAM 

PECKHAM PREMIER (0181-235 
3006) BR; Peck ham Rye Beloved 
5.05pm. 8.30pm 'A Bug's Ufe 5pm. . 
7 pm Enemy of State 11.50pm 
Holy Man 420pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm. 

1 1.50pm Shakespeare In Love 
7.1 5pm The Thin Red Une 1 .1 5pm, 
4.45pm, 8.15pm This Year's Love 
4.35pm. 9.30pm You've Got M@H 
4. 1 5pm. 6.45pm, 9.1 5pm. 1 1 .45pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-902 0407) BR Puriey 
A Bug’s Ufe 6pm Hilary and Jack- 
ie 5.10pm. 7.55pm Shakespeare in 
Love B.1 5pm You've Got MCgfl 
5pm, 8pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) «■ Putney 
Bridge. A Bug’s Life l .1 5pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.15pm. 5 30pm. 

8. 1 5pm This Year's Love 3.45pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 
2.15pm. 5.15pm, 8.30pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR.6 
Richmond Shakespeare m Love 
1 2.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
The Thin Red Line 12. 50pm. 
4.30pm. 8.10pm You’ve Got M@il 
1pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
BRfO Richmond Beloved 1pm. 
4.30pm, B.20pm A Bug's Ufe 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Hilary And Jackie 1 -40pm, 7pm Ut- 
tie Voice 4.20pm. 9.30pm This 
Year's Love 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's Life 4.40pm Holy Man 
2.30pm. 8.1 5pm Jack Frost 6pm This 
Year's Love 2. 15 pm, 8.35pm Ifou've 
GotM@ll2.25pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705*050007) 
BR: Romford Beloved 2,30pm. 
7.50pm A Bug's Ufe 12.15pm. 
2pm. 2.30pm. 4.20pm, 4.45pm, 
6.30pm. 6.50pm. 8.40pm Holy Man 
1 2.45pm. 3.30pm Utde Voice 9pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.35pm. 
3.10pm, 5.45pm, 8.15pm Step- 
mom 12.10pm The Thin Red Une 
12.45pm, 4.15pm. 7.45pm This 
Year’s Love 1.30pm, 4.10pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
6.45pm, 9pm Ybu’ve Got M@il 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 


V 
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SIDCUP 

ABC (D541-5551 31) BR: Sdcup 
A Bug’s Life 6pm Shakespeare In 
Love 8.20pm You've Got M@H 
5.15pm. 8.15pm 


SUTTON 

UC1 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/-& Morden A Bug's Life 
12.50pm. 3.30pm, 6pm, 8. 20pm 
Little Voice 3.40pm, 850pm Made- 
line 9.55am, 12 noon. 3pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.35pm. 4.05pm, 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 1.05pm 
5.45pm The Thin Red Line 1 .20pm. 
4.50pm, 8.35pm This Year’s Love 
1 .35pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 9.45pm 
You've Got M@il 12.20pm. 
3.15pm, 6.30pm, 9.15pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519] & 
Turnpike Lane. A Bug's Life 4pm. 
6 30pm. 8.40pm This Year's Love 
4.05pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm Ybu've 
Got Wl@JI 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) -G Uxbridge 
A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 4.15pm, 
6 -2 0pm The Thin Red Line 1pm. 
4.25pm. 750pm Ybu've Got M@fl 
8.40pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-902 0424} •& Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug’s Life 4pm, 
6.05pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.10pm. 5.15pm. 8.10pm This 
Year’s Love 1 .40pm. 8.25pm Ybu've 
Got M@ii 1.55pm. 5.05pm. 8.15pm 


WALTON-ON-THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825} BR: Watton-on-Thames The 
Thin Red Line 3pm. 7.30pm You’ve 
-Got M@fl 3 25pm. 6pm, S.30pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham A Bug's Life 4pm. 6.30pm, 
8.40pm Hideous Kinky 4.10pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm 


WILLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) 
& Wi lies den Green A Bug's Life 
4.30pm Stepmom 6.20pm. 9pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR7-B 
Wimbledon A Bug's Life 1.10pm. 
3.05pm. 5pm. 6.55pm Utde Voice 
8.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.30pm, 5.35pm. 8-20pm The Thin 
Red Line 12.50pm, 4.10pm. 
7.40pm This Year's Love 6. 10pm, 
8.40pm Ybu've Got M@Q 1 225pm, 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


umort adpihu 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664} 
■& Turnpike Lane Bade Miyan Choce 
Miyan 2pm Daag 5.30pm Kachche 
Dhaage 8.45pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0131-989 3463) O South 
Woodford A Bug’s Life 5.50pm 
Hilary and Jackie 2.50pm. 8. 1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.40pm, 
5.30pm. 8.10pm You've Got M@ll 
2.30pm. 5.20pm, 8.10pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (01 S 1-854 5043} BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug's Life 
4pm. 6.30pm. 8 40pm You've Got 
M@il 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 


Cinema 


Repertory 


LONDON 

■CINE LUMIERE Queensberry Piace, 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) The 
Umbrellas of Cherbourg (PG) 
8.30pm 


GOETHE INSTITUTE Princes Gate. 
SW7 (0171-411 3400) Faust (Pe- 
ter Gorski Version) (NC) 7.30pm 


BRIGHTON 
DUKE OF YORK'S CHYEMA (01273- 
6025Q3) La Vita 4 Bella (f*G) 
i ,45pm. 6.30pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors (18) 4.15pm. 8.50pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 0717} BR: 
Cricklewoad A Bug's Life 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3.10pm. 5.50pm. 
8.50pm The Thin Red Line 1.15pm. 
4.45pm. 8.20pm This Year’s Love 
1 .30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm Urban 
Legend 2pm. 420pm. 6.45pm, 
9.15pm Ybu've Got M@i! Ipm, 
3.45pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 


BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (01 14-907 4191) 
Buffalo 66 (15) 6.30pm. 8.45pm 


WATERSHED (0117-925 3645) 
La Classe de Neigc (15) 6.10p 
Mother Dao: The TUrtle-Uta (NC) 
8.20pm La Vita 4 Bella (PG) 3pm 
6pm. 8.30pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/e 
Stratford East A Bug's Life 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.30pm The Thin Red 
Line 1pm, 4.30pm. 8pm This 
Year.'s Love 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm, 9pm La Vita e Bella 
8.30pm Ybu've Got M@U 1 ,15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Casablanca (U) 5pm La Vita 6 Bel 
la (PG) 12.15pm. 7.10pm 


CARDIFF 
CHAPTER ART5 CENTRE (01 222 
399666) n (PI) (15) 7.30pm Rien 
Ne Vh Plus (1 5) 8pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0370-902 0415) BR: 

StTeatham Hill Hilary and Jackie 
2.10pm. 5.25pm. 8.15pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 2.20pm. 5.25pm, 
8 35pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.25pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 


CHICHESTER 
NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01 243 
766650) Hilary and Jackie (15) 
1.30pm Unagi (18) 4.15pm 


ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Streacham Hill/O Brixton Beloved 
12.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm A Bug’s 
Life 2.35pm. 4.50pm. 6.55pm 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
12.20pm, 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 
The Thin Red Line 12.40pm. 
4.10pm. 7.40pm This Yfear’s Love 
8.50pm Ybu've Got M@il 12.40pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


PLYMOUTH 
PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
(01752-2061 14) The Acid House 
(18) 8pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI SURREY QUAYS (0990 
888990) ■& Surrey Quays Beloved 
1. 40pm. 5.1 5pm. 8.55pm A Bug’s 
Life 1pm. 2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 
6pm, 7pm, 8. 1 5pm How Stella Got 
her Groove Back 9.45pm Jack 
Frost 2.15pm. 4.4Spm Little Voice 
6. 10pm Madeline 1.20pm. 3.40pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.45pm. 
4pm. 6.45pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 
8.25pm The Thin Red Line 1 .1 5pm. 
4.50pm. 8.35pm This Year's Love 
2.30pm, 5pm, 7.20pm. 10pm 
Urban Legend 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
You’ve Got M@il 12.30pm. 
3.1 5pm. 6.30pm, 9.15pm 


BRIGHTON 
CINEMATHEQUE (01273-739970) 
Banned (NC); Invocation Maya 
Deren + Divine Horseman: the liv- 
ing Gods of HaJd (1947-1 951) (NC) 


BRISTOL 
ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (01 275 
831099); A Bug's Life (II): Elizabeth 
(15); Enemy of the State (15); Hi- 
lary and Jadde (l 5): Holy Man (PG) 
Jack Frost (PG); Laa Waris (PG); Ut- 
de Voice (1 5); Madeline (U); Patch 
Adams (12); Practical Magic (12) 
Shakespeare in Love (15); Stepmom 
(12): The Swan Princess (U): The 
Thin Red Line (15); This Year's Love 
(18); Thumbelina (U); Urban Legend 
(18); Very Bad Things (18); Ybu’ve 
Got M@il (PG); Zakhm (PG) 


CAMBRIDGE 
WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): A Bug’s Ufe (U); Holy 
Man (PG); Jack Frost (PG): Little 
Voice (15); Madeline (U); Patch 
Adams (12); Shakespeare In Love 
(1 5); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 
The Thin Red Une (15): This 
Year's Love (18); Titanic (12): Ur- 
ban Legend (18); La Vita e Bella 
(PG); You’ve Got M@ii (PG) 


CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-555178); Elizabeth 
(15): Enemy of the State (1 5); Jack 
Frost (PG): Patch Adams (12); 
Shakespeare In Lore (15) ; Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Stepmom (12) 


EASTBOURNE 

CURZON (01323-731441): 
A Bug's Ufe (U): Uttle Voice (15): 
Madeline (U); Patch Adams (12): 
Lepa Seia Lepo Gone ( 1 5) : Stepmom 
(12); Ybu've Got M@»J (PG) 


GUILDFORD 
ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: 
Pig in the City (U): Beloved 
(1 5): A Bug’s Ufe (U): Dr Dolit 
tie (PG); Jack Frost (PG); Uttle 
Voice (1 5); Madeline (U): Mulan 
(U): Patch Adams (12): Primary 
Colors (1 5); Shakespeare in Love 
(15); The Thin Red Une (15): This 
Year’s Love (18): Urban Legend 
(18); La Vita 6 Bella (PG); Ybu've 
Got M@II (PG) 


IPSWICH 

VIRGIN CINEMA t0870-907 0748): 
Babe: Pfg in the City (U); Beloved 
(15): A Bug’s Ufe (U): Enemy of 
the State (1 5): Hu Tu Tu (NQ: Jack 
Frost (PG): Uttle Vbice (15); 
Madeline (U): Patch Adams (12); 
Shakespeare in Love (15): Step- 
mom (12): The Thin Red Line (15); 
This Year's Love (1 8): Urban Leg- 
end (18); Very Bad Things (18); 
Ybu've Got M@il (PG) 


MAIDSTONE 
ODEON LDCHMEADOW (08705- 
050007): Antz (PG); Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); Beloved (1 5); A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Dr Dolictle (PG); Jack 
Frost (PG); Uttle Vbice (15); 
Madeline (U): Patch Adams (12); 
Shakespeare in Love (1 5); Small 
Soldiers (PG): The Thin Red Une 
(15): This Year's Love (18): Titanic 
(12): Urban Legend (18); Ypu’ve 
Got M@il (PG) 


OXFORD 

ABC GEORGE STREET (0541- 
550501): A Bug's Ufe (U); Utde 
Voice (15); The Thin Red Line (15): 
This Year's Love (1SJ: Ybu've Got 
M@il (PG) 


PORTSMOUTH 

UO 6 (0870-603 4567); A Bug's Life 
(U): Utde Voice (15); Madeline (U); 
My Name is Joe (15): The Parent 
Trap (PG); Patch Adams (12): The 
Prince OF Egypt (U): Shakespeare 
in Lowe (15): Stepmom (1 2); There's 
Something About Mary (15); The 
Thin Red Line ( 1 5); This Year's Love 
(18); Ybu've Got M@IT (PG) 


ICA CINEMA The Mall. 5W1 (0171- 
930 3647) La Notte (18) 6.30pm 
Homework (18) 7pm Red Desert 
(15) 9.15pm Bicycleran (U) 9pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SE1 (01 71-928 3232) l Want 
Ybu (18) 2.30pm London Town 
(My Heart Goes Crazy): The Archive 
Presents... (NQ 6 1 0pm Klni and 
Adams (NC) 6.30pm Full Speed- 
Racism and Homophobia in Urban 
France: Out-Takes (NC) 8.40pm 7he 
Exorcist (25th Anniversary Rere- 
lease) (18) 8.45pm 


SOUTHAMPTON 
ODEON LEISURE WORLD (01 703- 
2221 1 1); Babe: Pig in the City (U): 
Beloved (15): Blade (18); A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Don’t Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG): Dr Dollttle (PG): Ene- 
my of the State ( 1 5): GodzfUa (PG): 
Hum Aapke Dil Mein Retire Haln 
(PG): lack Frost (PG); Utde Voice 
(1 5): Lock, Stock 6 Ttao Smoking 
Barrels (18); Madeline (UJ; Mulan 
(U); Patch Adams (12): Shake- 
speare in Love (15); Small Soldiers 
(PG); Stepmom (12): There’s Some- 
thing About Mary (15): This Year's 
Love (18); Urban Legend (18); Very 
Bad Things (18): La Vita £ Bella 
(PG); Ybu've Got M@il (PG) 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) Hilary and Jack- 
ie (15) 3pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Sliding 
Doors (15) 1.30pm The Flight 
Scuff (15) 3.45pm Antz (PG) 
6.30pm Rush Hour (15) 9pm 


SWINDON 

CfN EWORLD (01793-420710); A 
Bug's Ure (U): Elizabeth (15): En- 
emy or the State ( 1 5): Hilary and 
Jackie (15); Holy Man (PG); Jack 
Frost (PG): Kachche Dhaage (PG): 
Utde Vbice (15); Madeline (U); 
Patch Adams (1 2); Shakespeare in 

Love (15): Stepmom (12); The 
Swan Princess (If); The Thin Red 
Line (15); This Year's Love |18): 
Thumbelina (U); Urban Legend 
(1 S); You've Got M@il (PG) 


RIO CINEMA Kingsland High Street. 
E8 (0171-254 6677} Closed 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (017M20 0100) 
Blood of a Poet (Le Sang d’un Po- 
ets) (PG) 6pm + Le Testament D’Or- 
phee 7pm + Qrhpee 8.45pm 


WATFORD 

WARNER VILLAGE (0192 3- 
682244): Antz (PG); A Bug’s ure 
(U); Dr Dolittle (PG): Jack Frost 
(PG): La Vita 6 Bella (PG); Uttle 
Voice (15); Madeline (U); Patch 
Adams (12); Shakespeare In Love 
(15): The Thin Red Une ( 1 5); This 
Ytear's Love f 1 8); Titanic (1 2); Ur- 
ban Legend (18); You’ve Got 
M@il (PG) 


THEATRE 


west end 


Ticket availability details are for to* 
day; times and prices for the week, 
running times Indude intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1]: Sun. (3|: Tue (4): 
Wed. |5|: Thur, |6f: Fri. |7(: Sat 


• YOUNG VIC: Barchoimew Fair 
Ben Jenson’s intensely theatrical 
show stars Stephen Boxen In rep. 
tonight 7.15pm. RSC at the Young 
Vk: £ 1 4~£20. The Cut. 5E1 (0171- 
928 6363). BR/9: Waterloo. 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars in 
Peter Staffer’s acclaimed drama QW 
Vie The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 7616) 
BR/O- Waterloo. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. 
(4)[7| 2.30pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins 


I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s m usical featuring Jegendan- 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Gama London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl (0171-494 5020) ■©■ 
Oxford Qrc. IVton-Sac 7.30pm, I4|(7J 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 nuns. 


I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on D'enev's 
cartoon version of the favourite (any 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (01 7 1 -656 1 888) -6- Totr 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4J(7| 
2.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 


> SHOCKHEADED PETO? BrtEant 
junk opera, featuring the Tiger Lil- 
lies. Lyric Hammersmith King 
Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) & 
Hammersmith. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, (7] 
2.30pm, ends Apr 10. E5-E18. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell’s long-running Liverpool musical 
melodrama. Phoenix Charing Cross 
Road. WQ (0171-369 l733J^Le- 
ic 5q. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 3pm. (7J 
4pm. E11.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 


• SLAVAS SNOWSHOW Sian's 
Fbkxnsne returns to London with Ws 
mesmeric show that tabes all ages 
bade to the realms of diikfishdflHght 
Piccadilly Denman Street. Wl 
(0171-369 1 734) OPicc Qrc. Mon- 
Sac 7.30pm. (51(71 2.30pm. £10- 
£27.50. 


First Cam last Call 


First can 

FRIDAY SEES the opening of a new production from the 
highly successful Method & Madness company. Running 
for two weeks at the Nortbcott Theatre, Exeter, before 
touring until the autumn, Buried Alive tells the story 
of photo-journalist Stuart, whose past looks set to 
come back and haunt him when fame beckons. Writer 
Philip Osment weaves a complex web of emotion that 
untangles in' a heap of betrayal and shame. 

Northcott Theatre. Exeter (01393 4934931 13-27 Mar, 
Poole Arts Centre 1 01203 S65222) 25-29 Map. TCmr 
information: (0171-450 19901 


y CATS Lloyd Webber's musical 
bused on TS Ebert's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71-405 
0072) ■& Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (3|(7) 3pm. EI0.50-E35. 
165 mins. 


I STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller- musi- 
cal. Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 [0171-416 6070) BR^G- Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (3J[7J 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. ISO mins. 


ft CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Nicola Davies star in this hit Broad- 
way musical. A del phi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) » Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. I4J(7) 3pm. El 6- 
£36 (ind booking fee). 130 mins. 


D AMERICAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left lo two children by 
their father. Donmar Warehouse 
Earlham Street. WC2 (0171-369 
1732) O Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 1 3 Mar. E8-£1 5. mats £8. 


Last Call 

when ASH (right) first arrived on the music scene in 
1995. celebrations were put on hold because the lead 
singer was still sweating over A- levels. Since then, the 
band has had hit singles with “Girls from Mars” and 
"Goldfinger”. The Downpatrick trio remain refreshingly 
free of teen angst and with last year's acclaimed second 
album. Nu-Cleur Sounds, they have achieved grown-up 
success. New guitarist Charlotte Hatheriey also adds 
edgy rife to their raw rock and power-pop sounds. 
Hock City, Nottingham (0115-941 2544) 7 Apr, Arena 
Way, Newcastle (0191-260 5 0001 10 Apr 



• THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 

Dramatisation of the headline- grab- 
bing Stephen Lawrence case. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street. 
SW1 (0171-834 1317) BR/« Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5) 2pm. (7J 
4pm, ends 13 Mar. E5-E15.50. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky's tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden familv. Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
O-Leic 5q. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5|[7( 
3pm. ends 27 Mar. E5>£29.50. 


YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE The 
Prisoner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreyfuss and Marsha Mason star in 
Neil Simon’s comedy about a mid-fife 
crisis. Mon-Thur 7.45pm, Fri- Sat 
8pm. mats Thur &Sac. 230pm. ends 
13 Feb. E10-E21.50. cones avMabfe. 
Millbrook (01483-440000) 


ft COPENHAGEN New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171 -494 5075/CC 344 
4444) ■©■ Coven r Garden. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [51(71 2.30pm. E10-E30. 
145 mins. 


ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke of 
York's) Sc Martin's Lane. WC2 
(01 71-565 5000) Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4J[7j 
3.30pm. £5-05. 90 mins. 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Macbeth Ybfcano 
Theatre's physical production of 
Shakespeare’s dark and tragic low 
storv. Tonight 8pm. £9. St Mary's 
Street (01494-512000) 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Iatde stare in this witty and wise 
comedy about the sexes. Apollo 
5haftesbury Avenue. Wl (494 5070) 
■O Prcc Cine. Mon-Thur 8pm. Fri-5at 
6pm & 8.45pm. E1Q-E25, cones 
available. 120 mins. 


» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hiL 
Prince of Whies Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5987) -O Le/c Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (5|[7| 3pm. 
£18.50* £35. 160 mins. 


MALVERN 

MALVERN FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dreamcoat Tim Rice and An- 
drew LJoyd Webber' s musical version 
of the Bible story. Tonight 730pm. 
ends 20 Feb. EJ4-E21.50. cones 
available. Grange Road [01684 
892277) 


Exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


BATH 

HOTHATH GALLERY Dialogue of 
the Present Women artists reflect 
their origins in Arabic culture. Mon- 
Fri 9am-4.45pm. Sat 10am -4 pm. 
ends 17 Feb. free. City of Bath Col- 
lege. Avon Street (01225-312191) 


CARDIFF 

BUTE THEATRE. WELSH COL- 
LEGE OF MUSIC AND DRAMA An 
Evening with Mark Stuart The 
singer in recital accompanied by 
John Samuel. Tonight 7.30pm. £10. 
North Road (01222-372175) 


AYLESBURY 

WOMEN'S DAY FAIR Offering,!* ‘ • 
vice and support, with wurfoAopMatt* 
entertainment. Civic Centre MartetT: 
Square |01236*4S6009l, today" 
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BEXH1LL 

DE LA WARR PAVILION Edward 
Weston Photographs. Mon-Sun 
10am-6pm. ends 21 Mar, free. 
(01424-787949) 


I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film starring Darren Day. 
Cambridge Eariham Street. WC2 
(01 71 -494 5080) O Covent Garden. 
Mon-5ac 7.30pm, (4J(7| 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 


ft AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriller: Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-494 
5085) ■©■ Leic 5q. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. [4| 2.30pm. [7] 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 


3 WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych AkJwych, WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) & Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5|[7J 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


MILFORD HAVEN 
TORCH THEATRE The Woman In 
Black Susan Hill's chilling story 
with a twist Mon-Sat 7,30 pm. ends 
20 Feb. £8. cants £5 St Peters Road 
(01646-695267) Milford Haven 


ft THE WOMAN IN BLACK Susan 
Hills chilling ghost story. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
22 38/cc 344 4444) -e Covem Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 3pm. (7( 
4pm. E0.5O-E23.5O. 1 10 mins 


NEWBURY 
WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk 
mg Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
Eogand and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue -Sat 7.30pm, mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£16.50 Bag nor (01635-46044] 


ft LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy William s' new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) Wfest Street. WQ (01 71 - 
565 5000) O Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 
9pm. ends 13 Mar. £10. cones £5. 


Theatre 


Beyond the West end 


ft LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stare as the 
student revolutionary activist. Com- 
edy Ranton Street. SW1 (01 7 1 -369 
1731) o-Picc Qrc. Mon-Sat 8pm. 

[71 3pm, ends 13 Mar. £7-£2750. 
150 mins. 


ft MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexterportray thwarted ambition. 
Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171 -494 5040) «■ PkX Grc. Moo- 
Sat 7.30pm. (7( 2.30pm, ends 5 June. 
E10.50-E28.50. 


LONDON 

ALMEIDA THEATRE Certain Young 
Men Peter Gill's comedy of coo- 
temporary manners looks at the 
sexuality and the modem man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. E9.50-E 19.50, cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street, N1 (0171-359 
4404) -& Angel/Highbury and Is- 
lington 


NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dombey and 
Son Michael Napier Brown's adap- 
tation of Dickens’s novel about 
man 's obsession with his new son and 
his rejection of bis daughter Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. Sac 
5pm, ends 6 Mar. £4-£1 4.50. Guild 
hall Road 101604-632 533) 


ft THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julie Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters. Vaudeville Strand. 
WC2 (0171-8369987) BR/e Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. (5j[7| 3pm, £8- 
£27.50. 120 mins. 


GATE THEATRE Intimate Death 
Stage adaptation of French psy- 
chologist De Hennezel’s diaries. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £10. 
cones £6. Pembndge Road. WI1 
(0171-229 0706) * Netting Hill 
Gate. 


OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Making 
Noise Quietly Robert Holman’s se- 
ries of short pieces depicting en- 
counters between strangers in the 
shadin' of wac Mon-Sac 7.30pm 
ends 13 Feb. £6-£!3. Beaumont 
Street (01865-798600) 


D LES IHI5ERABLE5 Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (01 71-434 0909) « Picc Grc. 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm, [5JJ7J 2.30pm. 
E7-E35. 195 mins. 


KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Gob 
Ex-Thke That good-looker ex-Tate 
Thai star Jason Orange stars in 
this blistering but comic attack on the 
bastions of art and culture. Tonight 
8pm, phone for prices. Upper Street. 
N1 (0171-226 1916) -©-Angel/Hlgh- 
bury and Islington 


PETERBOROUGH 
KEY THEATRE Abigail's Party 
Steven Pinder (Brookside’s Max 
Famhazn) stars in Mike Leigh's 
comedy about social niceties in 1970s 
suburbia. Mon-Thur 7.30pm. Fri 6 
Sat 8pm. mat Thur 2.30pm. ends 
1 3 Feb. £9-£l 1.50. cones available 
Embankment Road (01 733-552439) 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) ■& Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [4]|7| 3pm, E8.50-E35. 
1 65 mins. 


YOUNG VIC Thlk of the City 
Stephen Poliakoff's challenging new 
drama explores media control in the 
early days of TV and radio. Tonight 
7. 1 5pm, continuing, phone for 
prices. The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
6363) BR/O: Waterloo. 


READING 
THE IVUa AT SONNING Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
the romantic cap*? I, Rome. 

Tue-Sar 8.15pm. mats Sat 2. 15pm, 
ends 20 Feb. £2 1 .95-E32.95 ind din- 
ner. 5onning Eye (01 1 8-969 8000) 


Theatre 


THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit St Martin’s 
West Street. WC2 (01 71-836 1 443) 


COUNTRYWIDE 


SALISBURY 
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel CowanTACOinetty, about 
a man haunted by the spirit of his 
dead wife, is revived far his oentenaiy; 
Mon- Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. 
ends 13 Feb. £9-£15. Maithouse 
Lane (01722-320333) 


•©■ Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 131 2.45pm, 
PI 5pm. £10- £24.50. 135 mins. 


I OKLAHOMA! The National's ac- 
claimed production of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's cowboy versus farm- 
hand musical Lyceum Wellington 
Street. WC2 (0870-606 3446) « 
Charing X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, I4J[7( 2.30pm. ends 26 
June. E10-E35. 180 mins. 


BARNSTAPLE 

QUEEN'S THEATRE On the Raz- 
zle New production of Tbm Stop- 
pard's classy farce set in 1850s 
Vienna. Mon-Wed 2.30pm & 
7.45pm, ends 10 Feb. E6-E10 
Boutporc Street (01271-324242) 


SE1/ENOAKS 

STAG THEATRE 7a i King He 
Three of Alan Bennett's funny yet 
touching and troubling studies of the 
foibles of human nature. Wed-Sat 
6pm. ends 13 Feb. £8.50. cones 
£7.50 London Road (01732- 
450175) 


D THE PHANTOM OF Hffi OPERA 

Andrew Uayd Wchbers Gothic mu- 
sical Her Majesty's Haymarket. 
SW1 (0171-494 5400) «■ Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4([71 3pm, £10- 
£35. 150 mins. 


HAYMARKET THEATRE The Seag- 
ull Chekhov's last play about a Russ- 
ian family vainly trying to protect 
their beloved estate as they lurch to- 
wards bankruptcy Tue-Sat 7.45pm, 
ends 13 Feb. £9. 50-El 5.50. cones 
available 


ft RENT Mushal inspired by La Bo- 
hene and set in modem day New^ Ybrit 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WC2 (07000-211221) ^ Hoibom. 
Mon-Sar 7.30pm. |4](7) 3pm, £12.50- 
£32.50. 160 mins. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Macbeth Rufus 
SeweJJ stars in Shakespeare's great- 
est tragedy. Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Fri- 
Sat 8pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £1 0-£23.50 
Sawdose (01 22 5-4 4884 4) 


SOUTHAMPTON 
NUFFIELD THEATRE Earth and Sky 
Thriller starring Samantha Janus 
about a librarian who think 1 * she 
knows her boyfriend well - until 
there is a murder and bis murky past 
is revealed. Mon-Thur 7.30pm. Fri- 
Sac 8pm, ends 27 Feb. £5.95- 
£12.50. cones available. University 
Road (01703-^71771) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
SWAN THEATRE Troflus and Cres- 


RICHARD !U Robert Lindsay 

stars as the historical villain. Savoy 
Strand. WC2 (01 7 1 -836 8BBB) « 
Charing X. Mon-Sac 7.30pm. |7( 
2.30pm. £10- £27. 50. 


BOSTON 

BLACKFRIARS ARTS CENTRE The 
Complete Works of WBHam Shake- 
speare (Abridged) Reduced Shake- 


man spirit undermined by bloody 
warfare. Tbnighc 7.30pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£5- £30. Waterside (01789-295623) 


speare Company fast-forwards 
throu 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• OUVIER: Trollus And Cresslda 
John Cain! and Trevor Nunn direct 
Shakespeare's reinvention of 
Homer’s Greek and Triyan heroes. 
In rep. tonight 7pm. 


jugh 37 plays. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£8, cones £6.50 Spain Lane (01205- 
363108) 


• LYTTLETON: Betrayal Pinter’s 
work depicts a menage A trois and 
stars Imogen Stubbs and Douglas 
Hodge. In rep, tonight 7.30pm. 
ends 7 Apr. 90 mins. 


BRIGHTON 

KOMEDtA The Garden of Habus- 
tan Story of a young Israeli who en- 
counters an elcieriy Palestinian man 
who has returned to claim his land. 
Tue-Thur 8.30pm. ends 11 Feb. 
£7.50. cones £6 Gardner Street 
(OT 273-64 7 100) 


TEWKESBURY 
ROSES THEATRE That'S Be the 
Musical raking audiences 
twenty years of pop music, from 
1950s to the 1970s. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£12.50. Sun Street (01684-295074) 


WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Darkness Falls 
Douhle-biU of sinister drama from 
Jonathan Holloway Mon-Thur 7.45pm. 
Fri jf Sat 8pm. ends 20 Feb. E4- 
£15.75. Clarendon Road (01923- 
225671) 


• COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kneehigh The- 
atre. In rep. tonight 7.30pm. 


•NT 2000: Gaslight Readings from 
Patrick Hamilton's psychological 
thriller. Tonight. 6pm. 

OCvier & Lyttelton: E8-E27. Co [Tes- 
tae: E12-E18. NT2000: £4. cones £3. 
Day seats from 1 0am. South Bank. SE1 
(017T-452 3000) BIV& Vtoterioo. 


BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Blues Brother 
Sou! Sisters Ruby Turner stars in 
this feel-good soul musical Times 
vary, phone for details, ends 6 Mar. 
Phone for prices King Street (01 1 7- 
987 7877) 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
CUFFS mU/hJON Po p corn Emma No- 
bie stars in Bea Elton's satire on cin- 
ema violence. Mon-Fri 8pm. Fri 6pm 
& 9pm. finds 1 3 Feb. £1 3.50-C2230. 
Station Road (01702-351135) 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
• THE PIT: Goodnight Children 
Everywhere A teenage evacuee re- 
turns home at the end of the war and 
after the death of his parents in 
Richard Nelson's moving new drama. 
In rep, tonight 7. 1 5pm. ends 27 Apr. 
Barbican Theatre: E5-E26. The Pit; 
El 1 -El 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 889 1 ).BR/«- Barbican. 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
The Rocky Horror Show Twenty- 
fifth anniversary tour of the classic 
rock’n'roll musical. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm, Fri & Sat 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £1 Q-E22.50 
Oaklands Park (01243-781312) 


PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Women on the Verge oF HRT Two 
fortysomething women discuss their 
situation in life. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 
20 Feb. E5.50-EI4.50. cones avail- 
able. London Road (01702-342564) 


EXETER 

EXETER PHOENIX Sell Out Fran- 
tic Assembly's latest multi-media 
performance. Tonight 6pm, £8, 
cones £6 Bradninch Place. Gandy 
Street (01392-667080) 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE The Gin 
Game Frith Banbury directs Joss 
Addand and Dorothy Tutin in tins 
fenny drama about a game of Gin 
Rummy. Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Wed 
2.30pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £6-£ 1 6, cores 
available. Peacocks Arts & Enter- 
tainments Centre (01483-761 144) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981) Retrospective of the artist's 
largely figurative paintings. Mew. Tue. 
Thur-Sat 1 0am- 5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 28 Mar, Free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 


LONDON 

ST JOHN'S. SMITH SQUARE Susan 
Bultock/Danld Norman French 
songs for soprano and tenon Tonight 
7pm. £8-£13.50. Penelope Mack- 
ay French cabaret songs. Tonight 
9.45pm. £5. Smith Square. SW1 
(0171-222 1061) & Westminster. 


EXETER 

WOMEN COMING OF AGE E*fc. 
bibon charting Uv cfrmgiflg Wcshh* 
of women between the two 
Ware. Royal Albert Memorial Mu- 
seum Queen Street (01392-- 
265858). Mon-Sat IOin1-5pni.fl^l - 
27M.ir. in» 


PURCELL ROOM Gary Preston Pi 
sin ana Ii 


anorecfialof Chopin and Liszt tonight 
8pm. €5 & £7. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-960 434 2) SRO- Witerioo 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLF1NI Accelerator Work by an 

international group of contempo- 
rary artists, including Hilary Lloyd. 
Abo Sasao and Soqr Spence. Mon-Sat 
10am- 7pm. Sun 1 2 noon -6pm, ends 
28 Mar. free. Narrow Quay (01 1 7- 
929 9191) 


W1GMORE HALL Fujlta Trio Piano 
Trios by Schubert and Tchaikovsky. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £7-£14. Cecilc 
Oussct The pianist plays Chopin. 
Ravel and Samt-Sacns. Tonight lpm 
£7. cones £5. Wigmore Street. Wl 
(01 7 1 -935 2 1 41 ] -» Bond Street 


LONDON 

COMMONWEALTH DAY Cdcbrafidb 
of the 30th anniversary of the Cota- • 
raanwcaJth. with music and daooe 
Westminster Abbey fOutskto) Tte 
fontnury. Vlctom* Street SW1 
(01 71 -7669205) ’©■Wesimuoten'Sl 
James’s Fbrk Today 3 15pm. free. - 


Mi- 


MUSIC 


’ 

V' 


Pop 


Dance 


LONDON 

ANTHONY D'OFFAY Andy Warhol 
Sculpture and paintings. Mon-Fri 

I Qam-5.30pm. Sat 1 0am- 1 pm. ends 

II Mar. free. Dering Street. Wl 
(0171-499 4100) O Bond Stteet. 


BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images from sub- 
Sarahan Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The Dark 
Mirror More than 300 works explore 
the Spanish master’s relationship 
with ph o t o graphy. Mon. Thur-Sat 
10am-6.45pm. Tue 1Qam-5.45pm, 
Wfed I0am-7.45pm. Sun 12noon- 
6.45pm, ends 29 Mar. £5. cones £3. 
from Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Sfflt Street, 
EC2 (0171-638 414!) Barbican. 


HORNCHURCH 

QUEEhTS THEATRE Random Dance 
Company: Sulphur 16 Interactive 
trilogy exploring dance and technol- 
ogy. Surf the sights and sounds, ex- 
periencing a performance which ts 
yours atone, tonight 8pm. £8. cones 
£4. Billet Lane (01 708-443333) 


BRIGHTON 

SPEAR OF DESTINY Kirk BmndMft- 
1980s epic rockers hit the comeback 
traiL Pressure Point Richmond pvxe 
(01273-702 333> tonight I Open. 




LONDON 

PLACE THEATRE Paula Hampson 
and Andrea Buckley: Hermeus 
Three innovative pieces. Tonight 
8pm. £t0, cones £7. Duke's Road. 
WC1 (01 71-387 0031) -BEuston. 


CHELTENHAM 

STIFF LITTLE FINGERS Jake Buns 
and his veteran Ulster punks tours 
new album. Jtopt'5fnvL with Ez-Jan 
bassist Bruce FbxUm in tlie hne-np. 
The Attic High Streer GL (01247- 
516645). toreght 8 3tlpm. £12 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: Forty 
Years of a Design icon Mini's de- 
signed by celebrities mark the 40th 
armiversaiy of the vehide. Opens Feb 
9. Ends 9 May 

Modern Britain 1927-1939 Astudy 
on the important period after the 
Great War including the work of 
Frauds Bacon. Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepwurth. Mon-Sun 7 1 ,30am- 
6pm. ends ISJul. £5.25. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SE1 
(01 71-378 6055) <3 tower Hill. 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Spring 
Loaded Fes rival Dates vary phone 
for details, ends 1 9 Apr. Phone for 


COVENTRY 

DRUMMERS OF BURUNDI Info 
ential African drum troupe. Warwick 
Arts Centre Gcbbet HiB Rix*d(,01205- 
524524). tonight 8pm. E10-C15 - 


« -• 


u 


prices. South Bank. SEI 10171-960 
424; 


*242) BIW Waterloo. 


Literature 


LONDON 

DANAGOIESPE Respected Uues di- 
va. Dover Street Wine Bar Dower 
Strew Wl (01 71-629 9813) O' Green 
R*k. tonight Hpm. £24.95 md meal. 


COTTON MATHER Quirky Texas r4 ■ T 
post-pop with touches of The Beat'll ■ > 
les. Water Rats Theatre Gray's Inn ■ 


HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfidd Mare than 50 colourful 
paintings by the leading British 


NORTHAMPTON 
TALES I TELL MY MOTHER Zoe 
Fairbums. Sara Maitlaod and Midw- 
lene Windorm this efiscuss women's 
literature- Royal Theatre Guildhall 
Road (01604-632 533) Tonight 
7.30pm, £3. cones £2. 


: Gray s Inn 
Road WC1 (01 71-284 0077) BR'D 
King's Cross, tonight 8.30pm. 
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STEPS The cbartbtciting dance-pap 
quintet perform their hto. FairffeM 
Concert Halls Park Une. CR9 (0181 - 
688 9291 ) BR: East Croydon, ton^tf 
7.30pm. £14.50. * 


"3. . < , - 
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artist Mon. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. 
Tue & Wed 1 0am-8pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6. cones £4. famity£l2. Belvedere 
Road. SEI (0171-960 4242) BRA» 
Waterloo. 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 


drawings by the I9th-cenbny 
French arfM. Mon. Tue. Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm. Wed lOam-lOpm, ends 
25 Apr. £6. cones £4 . Wed £4 7pm- 
10pm. Trafalgar Square, WC2 (0171- 
747 2885) Charing Cross. 


LONDON 

WOMEN WRITERS' NETWORK - 
SPOTTING THE FIRST TIME NOV- 
ELIST literary agent Jonny GeUer 
explains the best approach for as- 
pring authors. Comway Hall Red Li- 
on Square WCT (0171-242 8032) 
•©■ Hoibom. Tonight 7.15pm. £5. 
mems free, women only. 


CARON WHEELER JOAN ARMA- .; 
TRADING Celebration of contempo-^: 
nary music in the Commonw*atth,r 
with performances by the SouitoSotd 
singer and the singer-songwritez *. 
Weumlnster Abbey (Outside) The ' 
Sanctuary, Victoria Street SW! .• 
(0171-766 9205) e WftsoNnster. ; 
day 4.15pm. free. 
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NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
The Art of Cooking: Barry Mars- 
den Photographs ofebefe displayed 
in the cafe. Ends 1 Apr. 

Gerald Scarfe at the NPG Rtitical 
canacatures. Mon-Sac 10am -6pm. 
Sun 1 2 noon-6 pm. ends 6 Apr. Free. 
St Martins Place. WC2 (0171 -306 
0055) 0 Charing Cross. 


POETIC UCHVCE Open evening of 
new poetry and tore mu^c in cele- 
brate*] of the spoken word Riverside 
Studios Crisp Road W6 (0181-237 
1111) «■ Hammersmith. Tonight 
7.30pm-9.30pm, free. 


OXFORD 

FARRELL AND BLACK US •' 
rockers with jaw-dropping CVs. , 
Bullingdon Arms Cowley Road . 
QX4 (01 865-2445 1 6) tonight 8pm. : : 


is: ■ 


n : ;. ; 

»*# «. - . 


NICOLA WILLIAMS. DIANE LANG- 
FORD AND VAL MCDERMD Three 


: about their work. WaterMone’s 
Bookshop Camden High Street 
NW1 (0171-284 4948) 

& Camden Town. Tonight 7pm, free. 


WILKO JOHNSON BAND Southend > 
RSeB guitar maestro of Dr FeelgoodTi 
and The Blockheads’ fame. Fuggto!|| 
and Firkin Gloucester Street.:. 
(01865-727265) BR: Oxford.' 1. 
tonight 8.30pm. free. . ->i- 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet In the 20th Century Eighty 
paintings made in the 26 yean after 
1300. Mon-Thur, Sun 9am-6pm. Fri 
& Sat 9am- 10pm, ends 18 Apr. £9, 
cones £6, child (12-18) £3, child 
(8-TI) £1.50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly; Wl (0171-300 8000) 
■& Green Park. 


COMEDY 


PLYMOUTH “ 

DELAWARE. 11.11 The CoopoS.;. 
age Promising indie band duo. Maw 
hall Street. The Barbican 
(01 752-229275) Tonight 8pm. 


MAIDSTONE 

GEORGE RODGER GALL3X; KENT 
INSTITUTE OF ART AND DESIGN 
Adolescents/Calais Series 1993- 
1995: Philippe Bazin Photographic 
portraits of students at Calais schools. 
Mon-Fri 10am-5ptn. ends 12 Mar. 
free. Oakwood Park (01 622-757286) 


COVENTRY 

rrs A SCREAM AT CLUB CAMFBQL 
With American comic Reg H untec 
Natalie Haynes and MC Roger 
Monkhousc. Tonight 9.30pm. Gos- 
ford Street (01203-234831) £2.50. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
3 COLOURS RED Heavyweight pop* >. 
punk from the forthcoming afouA 
RetJott. WUdfrun Hall North Street 
WV1 (01 902-552 121). tonight 8pm 
£7.50. 


OXFORD 

THE COMEDY STAGE AT O X ONE 
Fbst rising cwnic talent Adam Bkmm 
pfoa Iferanca McKenzie Tonight 8pm. 
New Road (01865-2500M) £7. 


MUSIC 

Jazz, world. Folk. 


NORWICH 

NORWICH CASTLE MUSEUM The 
Nancy Baifota- Collection Sculpture, 
p aintmffi anri oeramics haq nwtfhqri 
to the Contemporary Art Society. 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm. ends 5 May. £2.40. cones 
£1.60. child £1.10, family £5.90. 
COstle Meadow (01603-223624) 


LONDON 

BARRXTT & FIELDING AT HEN 
AND CHICKENS Surreal, richly 
cook work in progress. Tonight 
Spin. St Paul's Road N1 (01 71 -704 
2001) ■©■ Highbury & Islington. £5. 


EXETER 

CHARLIE HEARN SHAW GROUP 
Angular postbop reedman fronts - 
four piece. The JoOy Barter (01 392- 
54848) Tonight 8.30pm. free. £ 


ST ALBANS 

MUSEUM OF ST ALBANS The 
ple's Art EWk art, including textiles 
and ceramics. Mon-Sac 1 0am- 5 pm. 
Sun 2pm-5pm, ends 9 May. free. 
Hatfield Road (01727-819340) 


COMEDY SPOT AT THE COMEDY 
SPOT Geoff Boyz, Gordon Southern 
a n d HNeatfa-SBva. boated by Fbul \fei- 
lis. tonight 9pm, Maiden Lane. WC2 
(01 71-579 M00) Covent Garden. 
£9 ind meal, £7 standing, cones £3. 


LONDON 

STEVE BUCKLEY RICHARD MAD& - , 
WKK Alto and pjano tedmodernjstt 
606 dib Lots Rood(01 71-352 595^ > 
€► Fulham Broadway /Earte Cdurt- : . 
tonj^K 9.30pm A 12midnlghLE4<9&.-- 


Clubs 


ST TVS 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
atinas and ceramics from the 
second naif of the century, plus a se- 
lection or contemporary work. 
Quoit Montserrar. Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat Mon-Sat 11am- 
7pm. Sun 1 1am- 5 pm, ends 1 1 Apr, 
£3.50. cones £2. Porch meor Beach 
(01736-796226) 


CARDIFF 

XPU7SURE AT CLWB IFOR BACH 
New chart indie and dance. Tonight 
9pm-2am, E2. Wbmanby Street 
(01222-232199) 


ART FARMER/STAN TRACSY' 
QUARTET Sweet and sour trufflpo- 
and piano pairing. Pitta Eapfj*,- 
Jazz Club Dean Street Wl (Ql7l\ 
439 8722) toctenham Court-- 
Road. Tonlghr 8.30pm, £15 


GEORGE MELLY AND 
CHILTON'S FEETWARME^t/ 
Risque anecdotal cabaret and Eg- ■. ■ 
jazz show. Pizza on rfw 


LEICESTER 

S!S? T , AT mosquito coast 

Night of garage punk, Britpop, new 
ware and mod rock. Tonight 10pm- 
2 , atn - P- NUS £1. St Nicholas Cir- 
cle [0116-253 9912) 


JBU auwiT, riuy INI # 

Knightsbridge SW1 < 017l "?£ = 

" ^Hyde r • “ 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of Wan CaBot, Goya, Dtx 
Selections from three artists' war 
etchings. Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. ends 
20 Mar. free. Uchfieid Street (01 902- 
552055) 


LONDON 

THArS HOW IT IS AT BAR RUM- 
BA Dego (4-Heroi. GiUes Fweraon 
Bea Wilcox get funky. Tonight 
0.30pm-3,30am. Shaftesbury Av- 
enue, Wl (01 7 1-287 27 1 5) ^Pic- 
cadilly Crcus. £3. 


5273) e Hyde Part Comer, fe 
9.15pm & 1 1 ,15pm. £20. adv V*: 

MONTY ALEXANDER 
oswt^ribfe^irianlstirftbeJwNp . 
Peterson school, Ronnie Sw* ^ 
Frith Street Wl (0171-439 
O Leicester Square, tonight •: i 

11.30pm, £12, mems £4. 


J 




-;o 
ii: • 


It 

SET-i 




Hi 


5-.Ha 

fe J V»C. ; 

4tv*ic 


J, 3 ;n 
«®8 ^ 


s?-- ‘ n - ’■ 


u 


J / . 


'in ■' ^ 
• -*» 




HOWARD RJLEY 

anisLVbrtez Stoke NewfagWHWW, 
Street N16 (01 71-35%«5T«» 
fttewtagton- toNgbt 8.30pm, «■ 
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RADIO 1 

(3Z6-93BMH2 FM ) 

&30 Zbe BaJL 9.00 Simon Maya 
*230 Jo WhSay. ZJOQ Mark Rad- 
diffe. 400 Dave Reams. &0O 
Lamacq Liva See Pick of the Day. 
12-DO The BreezetSock. 2 j 00 Cfive 
Warren. 44)0 - 6.30 Scott MS& 

R V)2 
(8#9Q2MHzFM) 

64)0 Sarah Kennedy. Z30 Wfeke 
Up to WOgaa &30 Ken Bates 

124)0 Jimmy Young. 24)0 Ed Stew- 
art 54W Johnnte Vl&lket TOO 
Humphrey Lytteiton. 84)0 Big Band 
SpedaL &30 Joote HoOand 030 
Mark Lamarr Shaks Flattie and Ftofl. 
104)0 Ffichard AKnson. 1230 Lynn 
Paisona 34)0 - 44)0 Alex Lester. 

RADIO 3 

(902-awMHz FM ) 

64)0 On Air. 

94K) MaSterworks. 

*L30 Artist of the Week. 
tLOO Sound Stories. 

124K) Composer of the Wteek: Fred- 
erick Defeis. 

LOO The Rack) 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert Live from the Wigmore Hart, 
London. Donald Macteod Introduces 
another reataJ in the series featuring 
tJung pianists. Cecfle Ousset (pi- 
ano). Chopin: Polonaise-Fantasy in A 
fiat. Op 61 ; Vfetaes: in A flat. Op 42; 
fi C sharp mhor, Op 64 No 2; in E 
flat, Op posth. Ravel: Pavane pour 
uie infante defunte; Vaises nobles et 
sentimentales. Sarrrt-Saens: Toccata 
after the Finale of the Fifth Concerto. 
Op Ttl No 6. 

24)0 The BBC Orchestras. 

44K) Opera in Action 
4*45 Music Machine. (R) 

54K) In Tuna 

730 Performance on a Humphrey 
Carpenter introduces a concert giv- 
en last Saturday in the Royal Festival 
Hal as part of the Towards the MI- 
lenniLim’ FestfvaL John Wiliams (gui- 
tar). City of Brmtngham Symphony 
Chorus and Orchestra/Sfrrion Ratfle 
Lutoslawskn Symphony No 3, 
Takemitsu: To the Edge of Dream; 
Vers raro-en-det, Palma. John 
.Jams: Harmonkm 
930 Postscript For the third year 
running, Ratio 3 has commissioned 
five of the finest poets writing in 
EngSsh today to write a new poem 
for ratSa The poems include special- 
ly recorded sound and muskx 1 : 
■George Sartos: Lulaby of Broad 


Pick of the Day 


A FOOD programme that cooks 
with choice words, not gas. The 
Pleasures of the Table (9.45am 
R4FM) presents an excerpt from 
the gastronome Elizabeth David, 
whose horror at post-war British 
cuisine led her to recreate spicy 
dishes from abroad. 

The best thing about the 
Afternoon Play - The Girl 
from Arles (2.15pm R4) is the 
incidental music by Bizet, which 


underscores the passions at 
work in Alphonse Daudet’s 
melodrama about a young 
man’s unacceptable love for 
the titular “slut”. But Michael 
Robson’s translation also has 
an impressive sonority. 

Popsters will like Lamacq 
live (8pm Rl) which dissects 
Everything Must Go by the 
Manic Street Preachers '■right). 

Dominic Cavendish 



wav’- A poem Inspired by the re- 
markable extended dance sequence 
by Busby Berkeley in the flm "Gold 
Diggers of 1935*. 

9-40 Bach. Fantasia and Fugue in A 
minor, BWV904. Bob van Asperen 
(harpsichord). 

104)0 Voices. The songs of Franz 
Schubert are a great chalenge to 
any Seder singer. In the first of two 
programmes, lain Burnside trawls 
through 75 years of recorcSngs by 
singers as varied as Schumann. 
Scbwarzkopt pears and Schreler In 
search of the ultimate Schubert per- 
formance 

10.45 Mxing It Mark Flussefi and 

Robert Sandall introduce a session 

by Jocelyn Pook and her eight-piece 

ensemble- 

1130 Jazz Notes 

12-00 Composer of the Wfeek: 

Tchaikovsky. (R) 

14H) - 64H) Through fee Night 
RADIO 4 
024-94 j6MHz FM ) 

64)0 Today 

94)0 NEWS; Start foe Week. 

945 Serial: The Pleasures of the 
labia See Pick of the Day. 

104)0 NEWS; Womans Hour. 
tLOO NEWS; Tuning Into ChSdren 
1L30 King of Bath. 

124)0 NEWS; Ybu and Yours 

1&57 Weather 

LOO The World at One. 

L30 Counterpoint 
2J0Q NEWS; The Archers 
215 Afternoon Play: The Grt from 
Aries See Pick of the Day. 

34K) NEWS; Money Box Live: 0870 
010 0444 

340 Shorelines (R) 


345 This Sceptred tste (R) 

44K) NEWS; The Food Programme 
4JO Turning World. 

54)0 PM. 

5457 Weather. 

64K) Six OCtock News 
630 Just a Minute. 

74)0 NEWS; The Archers 
735 Front Row Mark Lawson chairs 
the arts programme 
TAB The Cry of the Bittern An envi- 
ronmental drama by 71m Jackson 
Laura is in Norfolk, struggling to 
solve foe riddle of the poSution at foe 
Tfobetis’ farm. As Atex grows fonder 
of her, Dean seems determined to 
win her back. With Ian PeppereR, Kel- 
ley Hunter and Rachel Allans Direc- 
tor Vanessa Whitburn (16/30). 

84X) NEWS; Silent Sentence. A 
documentary series investigating 
how a criminate actions affect his 
famly. 

530 Analysis The Price on Your 
Head*. Are you paid what you are 
worth? Do nurses and teachers get 
too Ettie money. wh3e executives 
take home too much? Frances 
Caimcross looks at how pay rates 
are dete r mined and asks how far 
they match the value of workers to 
foes- employers and to society. 

9JOO NEWS; Nature 'Sea Cows'. 
Mark Carwaidine comes face to. face 
with the Florida manatees as bones 
of their ancient ancestors are being 
dug up in Jamaica. Gnkfog these ex- 
traordinary creatures to foe great 
whales 

9.30 Start the Week Jeremy Pax- 
man and his guests set the cultural 
agenda for the week. 


104)0 The World Tonight Wrth 
Robin Lustig. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun Al- 
so Rises John Sharian reads Hem- 
rgway !s acclaimed novel of the Lost 
Generation of the 20s. American 
Jake Bames arrives with the buBs, 
dissolute a risto crat s , artists and peo- 
ple in Pamplona for foe ritually vio- 
lent fiesta ( 6 / 10 ). 

1100 Fear on 4: Chimes at Mid- 
night. Prepared to be Scared?' By 
Nick Fisher. A theoretical physicist's 
consuming passion leads him into a 
great deal of trouble. With David 
Suchet, John Rowe and Jenny Lee. 
Director Marion Nancarrowi (R) 

1L30 Airs of England 
124)0 News. 

12430 The Late Book: Golf Dreams. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service. 

5b30 Wforid News 
5.35 Shipping Forecast 
5^40 Inshore Forecast 
5^45 Prayer for foe Day. 

5*47 - 64)0 inarming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

945 - 104)0 Daly Service 124K) 

- 124)4 News; Shipping Forecast 
5^4 - 5-57 Shipping Forecast 
1L30 - 124)0 Today h Parliament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693, 909kHz MW) 

64H) Breakfast 
94)0 NScky CampbeL 
124)0 The Mdday News. 

LOO Ruscoe and Ca 
44)0 Drive 
74)0 News Extra. 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREISER 

6- 00 Stolen Women (1996) (64021). BJOO 
Charted Ghost Story (1994) (85040). 

9l30 Three Wishes (895) (85175) 1130 
Hamlet (1996) (4H235EQ. 3L30 Barry Nor- 
manfe F3m Night (1953* 4-00 Chufieb. 
Ghost Story (1994) (4717). 64)0 Three 
Wishes (1995) (97963). 84M The Saint 
(1997) (52158). 104)0 The DevlteOwn 
R997) (619953). 1155 Ngfit Falls on 
Vmhattan (1997) (399206). 150 Mary 

'4% (®mi (Sfoa aq). *4 0 - «4»o 
Screamers (1995) (9TW724Q. 

SKY UOVEMAX 

7- 00 Femmes Fatales (98069). 7.30 
Movie Magic (1665330). 835 Action He- 
roes (2397409); 9M Son of Godzffla 
(1967) (64514). HOO Howard - a New 
Breed of Hero (1986) (99682). 14M 
F8mmes Fatales (80040). See Pick of the 
Day. 130 Mcwte Magic (5743972). 245 
Action Heroes (7888663). 34>0 Son o* 
Godzla (067) (51232). 54)0 Bury Me in 
Negara (092) (22137). 74)0 Howard-, a 
New Breed of Hero (1986) (78205). 04)0 
Fatal Affair (097) (56707). 1100 Spawn 
(097) (846205) 12^40 Profile tor Murder 
(1996) (209996) 245 The Cure (097) 
(333354) 159 Cal Me (088 ) (PtTISI) 
530 - 74)0 Bury Me in Negara (09^ 
08373) 

SKY OMEMA 

44)0 Deadne USA (052) (7298427) 
•4H) In Name Only (039) (2681576) 

84N) No Wtiy to Tteat a Lady (068) 
(2696021) 104)0 Gentlemans Agreement 
(047) (4543224) 124*0 Sudden Impact 
/ "B3) (35OT01) 24)0 Ybul Fbd Out 
{/HO) (T138354) a40 aio To YiATO (057) 
(0295460) 540 Ciosa 
F1LMFOUR 

54)0 Raise the Red Lantern (091) 
(4216750) 04)0 Life Is Sweet (1990) 
(66843717) 930 Heta, Helo, Halo 
(5796224) 104)0 Close My Eyes (09Q 
(8499934) See Pick of the Day. 124M) 
Spanking the Monkey (094) (5814996) 
140 The Bated of Little Jo (093) 
(B131422) 3.40 - 5410 Even Cowgsrta 
Get the Blues (094) (34529335) 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4-00 Rex Hunt's Fishing Adventures 
(1277243) 44H) A Rtver Somewhere 
(1273427) 54)0 Time Travetes 
(4485773) 5.30 Terra X: The Voyage 
Home (1»4779) 54)0 WBdSfe SOS 
(125 4392). 130 Adverrhres of the CXtest 
( 307 7 79 ) 730 The Quest (12TO56) 84W 
Nckti Quest (4780525) 830 The Super- 
natural (9530822) S4I0 Electric Skies 
(8880175) 104)0 The Great Egyptians 


PICK OF THE DAY 


STEPHEN POLIAKOFF waS' 
rigbtiy acclaimed for his recent 
three-part BBC2 serial, Shooting 
flte Post One critic went so far 
as to hail it as “a masterpiece". 
Bis last screen work to create 
such a stir was Close My Eyes 
(10pm FUmFbur), an intriguing 
love story. Clive Owen and 
SasMa Reeves (right) play a 
brother and sister separated for 
several years after being raised 
by different parents. Racked by 
self-doubt, be bas a menial job. 


(3950934) 114W Test Fights (8847885) 
12XK) Planet Ocean (956015) 100 Ter- 
ra X- The \toy*se Home (9285915) 130 
Time Travellers (343800) 34» Close. 

SKY ONE 

7jOQ Count Duckiria (96801) 730 The 
Chris Evans Breakfest Show (59972) 
830 Holywood Squares (45088) 94>0 
Sally Jessy Raphael (55T75) 1030 The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (71392) 1100 
GuCtyl (9T156) 1230 jenny Jones 
(80885) 130 Mad about You (95972) 
130 Jeopardy (40021) 2-00 SaBy Jessy 
Raphael (60798) 34)0 Jenny Jones 
(75243) 44)0 Guflty! (54750) 530 Star 
Trek: Voyager (1243) 5.00 Americas 
Dumbest Criminals (4427) 830 Friends 
(5779) 74)0 The Simpsons (2972) 730 
The Simpsons (4663) 8.00 StarTtek - 
Deep Space Mrte (57412) 94)0 First 
Wave (9240S) 1030 Seinfeld (T7205) 
1030 Seinfeld (28953) tlOO Friends 
(62779) 1130 Star Trek: Voyager (51296) 
1230 The Com mish (870 64) 130 - 
7.00 Long Play (9207921) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 FA Cup Football Special Manchester 
Unhed vs Chefcea (447T7) 630 The ' 
Snow Show (45427) 94MJ Racmg News 
(36779) 930 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(69595) 1030 Super League Gateshead 
vs Leeds (89359) 124)0 Aerobics - Oz 
style (W243) 1230 What a weekend 
(638T1) 100 FA Cip Football Special 
Manchester United vs Chels ea (65576) 
230 Spanish Fbotbal (80205) 430 


white sheTstivingwitbher well- 
off husband (Alan Rickman). 
But when the siblings bump into 
each other again, the attraction 
between them starts to grow. 

Meryl Streep's career has been 
distinguished by the ability to 
inhabit different roles and accents 
-from Polish in Sophie’s Choice 
to Australian in A Cry in the 
Dark and English in Plenty. 
She is profiled in today’s Fterames 
Fatales (lpm ShyMoviemax). 

James rampton 


Powerboat and Jet Sport World (6882) 
530 Max Power (3243) 630 Sky 
Sports Centre (7175) 630 What a Week- 
end (8427) 730 Scottish Football 
Greenock Morton vs Celtic $96885) 
1000 Sky Sports Centre (223021) HUS 
YbuYe on Sky Sports (463330) HOO 
FootbaH League Review (36243) 124)0 
Sky Sports Centre (8903151) 1245 You're 
on Sky Sports (6448354) 130 Scottish 
FootbaB (56828) 230 Fbotbal League 
Review (28267) 330 Sky Sports Centre 
(46088441) 335 Close 
SKY SPORTS 2 

74>0 Aerobics - Oz Style (9565755) 730 
Racing News (3918640) 84)0 Ford Golf 
USA (8002137) 1030 European Tour 
Gotf (2649392) 1230 Max Power 
(3871137) 130 Powerboat and Jet Sport 
World (1331779) 24K) International Crick- 
et West indies vs Australia (7803494) 
430 Second innings (1689476) 430 In- 
ternational Cricket West Indtes vs Aus- 
traSa (8588953) 930 V-Max (3342175) 
930 Work! Motor Sport (9791972) 1230 
Cycflng (8213642) 1.00 in te rnational 
Bowls AustraBa vs England (9208267) 
330 Sky Sports Centre (50530606) 335 
Close 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 Saturday Fight Night (94199175) 
2.00 World Motorsport (47312088) 

54)0 Football League Review 
(27389021) 630 Cycling (14237156) 
630 Fish TV - Tbny Dean Outdoors 



(14228408) 730 Fish TV (27380750) 
730 Totalsport (14217392) 84N) Inter- 
national Bowls Australia vs England 
(33061885) 104H> Shaft* Wonderful 
World of Goff (33040392) 1100 The 
Golden Age of Racing A-Z of Motorsport 
(92547934) 1130 Close 
EUROSPORT 

730 ice Skating (49935) 930 Athletics 
(80156) 11.00 Biathlon (56972) 1230 
Ski Jumping (68595). 2.00 Tennis 
(51175) 430 Cross-Country SkSng 
(0175) 64)0 Tennis C313TI) B4K) Tennis 
ATP Tour (43158) 10.00 Football: Euro- 
goals (93359). 1130 Boxing (47392). 
1230 Close 
UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (8830595) 730 Neigh- 
bours (6904663) 7.55 EastEnders 
(8581232) 830 The Bil (3550311) 94)0 
The Btfl {3541663) 930 When the Boat 
Comes m (5364866) 1030 Dates 
(34990446). H5S Neighbors 
(75584576) 1235 EastEnders (2229330) 
lOO Julet Bravo (1891311) 24>0 Dates 
(70257576) 335 The B9 (8109494) 335 
The Bffl (2601408) 435 EastEnders 
(8696796) 530 Al Creatures Great and 
Small (9635478) 64)0 Dynasty (1811175) 
74)0 The Comedy Alternative: Ever De- 
creasing Circles (7058682) 740 The 
Comedy Alternative: Dad's Army 
(4 426205) 830 The Comedy AJtemative 
The Brittas Empire (2657953) 94)0 Ca- 
sualty (27951717) 104)5 Prince 


730 Trevor Brooking^ Monday 
Match. Commentary on the Tennants 
Scottish Cup quarter-final between 
Greenock Morion and Celtic. 

940 Dream Teama Jen White 
meets celebrities who five for foot- 
bel Ttks week. Simple futinds star 
Jim Kerr talks about the Celtic play- 
ers who would play to his dream 
team 

104)0 Late Night Liva Kck Robin- 
son sets tomorrows agenda today. 
InctocKng at 1030 a fid round-ip of 
foe dayb sport, and at TlOO a late 
news briefing. 

LOO Up AO Nght 

54)0 - 64)0 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

OOaO-IOlSMHzFM) 

6J00 Nick Baiey. 84>0 Henry Kefiy. 
12-00 Requests. 24)0 Concerto. 
34)0 Jamie Crick 630 Newsnight 
700 Smooth Classics at Seven 
94)0 Evening Concert The first 
concert in a week-long series to 
mark National Orchestra \rtteek fea- 
tures foe City of BsTningham Sym- 
phony Orchestra, conducted by 
Simon Rattle Elgar. Enigma Varia- 
tions. Sfbekts: Violin Concerto 
Kennedy (vraSn) Stoefius: Symphony 
No 5 in E flat Grainger Country 
Gardens 1L00 Alan Mana 24)0 
Concerto 34)0 - 64) Mark G ri f fi t hs . 
VRGM RADIO 
(1215. t197-1260kHz MW K)S8MHz 
FM) 

630 Chris Evans. 930 Russ 
WfEams. LOO Nick Abbot 44)0 
Harriet Scott 645 London Carting 
with Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Ge- 
off 730 Pete and Geoff 104)0 
Mark Forrest LOO James Merritt 
430 - 630 Richard Allen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

LOO The Wbrid Today. L30 West- 
way. 145 Record News. 24)0 The 
World Today. 230 warm World. 

3410 The World Today. &20 Sports 
Roundup. 330 World Business Re- 
port 3^45 Insight 44)0 - 7JD0 The 
World Today (400-7D0) 

TALK RADIO 

64M> Big Boys Breakfest with David 
Banks & Nick Fenari. 94)0 Scott 
Chisholm and Saly James. 124)0 
Left Talk Soap with Tina Baler. 14)0 
Anna Raeburn - Live and Direct 
44)0 The SportZbna 84)0 James 
Whale LOO - 64)0 Ian Coins 


(4496224) 1140 The B8 (1078595) 1230 
The BB (6942354) 124H) Black Adder the 
Third (8008373) US French and Saun- 
ders (8831625) 150 DangerflaW 
(32730373) 34)0 - 730 Shopping with 
Screenshop (6361996) 

LIVING 

630 Tiny and Crew (7970972) 630 0 
plus 2 *48150205) GAO Pttitoert the Frog 
(96729885) 635 Greedysaurus and the 
Gang (98728156)630 Poka Dot Shorts 
(98709021) 730 Practical Parenting 
(3595088) 735 Professor Bubbia 
(060779) 730 CaBou (8180243) 735 
Bug Alert (7068175) 755 Practical Par- 
enting (9183137) 830 Barney and 
Friends (903514) 835 Babaioos 
(1582953) 830 Try Tales (3367934) 
835 Tmy and Crew (4297972) 830 
Practical Parenting (8724601) 930 Spe- 
cial Babies (840040) 930 The 
Roseeme Show (7388224) «UMJ The 
Jeny Springer Show (9628088) 1030 
MBLry POvich (3025886) 1140 Brookside 
(23462088) 1240 Through the Keyhole 
(21727885) 1230 Rescue 9t1 (29901458) 
140 Beyond Balef: Factor Fiction 
(39013224) 140 Maury Povich (4222359) 
230 Special Babies (9478953) 330 Liv- 
ing Room (65803T1) 330 Mchael Cole 
(488X27) 4.40 Through the Keyhole 
(59292663) 540 The Heat Is On 
(15991595) &40 Ready. Steady. Cook 
(6379595) 645 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1023601) 735 Rescue 911 (4861427) 

735 Animal Rescue (4189514) 830 LA 
Law (2623175) 930 Rhn: Silent Cracte 
(097) (2893934) HOO The Sex F3es U 
(7652882) 1230 Ctosa 
TNT 

930 When the Lion Roars (33068796) 
1100 Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 
(054) (2396034) 130 Shaft In Africa 
(1973) (45546625) 2^*3 The 'felow RoQs- 
Royce (1965) (22963828) 530 Close. 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
730 Jenny (2ST4) 730 Grace Under 
Fire (5953) 830 Ellen (8934) 830 
Spin City (7069) 930 Drop the Dead 
Donkey (75886) 930 Whose Line Is It 
Anyway? (8T7T7) 1030 Frasier (46514) 
1030 Cheers (24934) 1130 Seinfeld 
(25381) 1130 The Larry Sanders Show 
(10717) 1230 Late Night with David 
Lettarman (24460) 130 Taxi (78354) 
130 Frontline (15373) 230 Dr Katz 
(10809) 230 Tibs and Fibs (22644) 

330 Nfehtstand 08118) 330 Abbott & 
Costello (13996) 430 Oosa 


KFGTONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

A* BBC1 LONDON A BtOft 

830 NewsSne 630(175)730 Schools 

Challenge t2«2) 1033 A Question of 

Sport (184595) mS Bty (tonnofly* 
World Tour of AustraBa (691446). 1155 
Harbour Lights (652682) 12L4» Ffrrt: 
UnfaJttifiitiyYours (67109) 230 Joins 
BBC News 24 (5885544T) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON & SE except 
1230 Loch is Famh {Mouse and Mole) 


land (175) H25 Clrtto-foa Rparin 


MCI WALES ' ■ _ 

A a BBC1 LONDON * SB 

ftJOVfetes Today 

of Love (75205) 10.30 Panorama 

wwsk 

News 24 (58855441) 


ANGLIA 

As Cariton except: 1230 AngOa 
News and Weather (7497934) 1235 
Shortland Street (9165779) 130 Home 
and Away (35878446) 135 The Jerry 
Springer Show (8331250) 330 ITN News 
Headfres (4993663) 3J5 Angda News 
and Wteiher (4992934) 530 Home and 
Away (9643408) 535 Tfike R On 
(6868840) 530 AngSa News Monday Ex- 
ra (75®. 830 Angte News (663) H20 
Angia News and Weather 05507) 130 
World FootbaB (24660) 230 FSm: Dr 
Pflbes Rises Again! (712847) 335 Tttsha 
(2929199) 435 Mght&creen (46784064) 
54)0 Coronation Street (20606) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and Vlfeather (7497934) 12.55 
Home and Away (4746088) 2J0 Htc^i 
Road (56640330). 530 Shortland 
Street (750) 630 Central News at Six 
(663). 1130 Central News and Weather 
(725507) 430 JObffcder (4745731) 

530 Aslan Eye (3544118) 

HTV wales 

As Cartton except: 1030 This 
Morning (44731224) 1245 HTV News 


(4259866) 1235 Shortland Street 
(9165779) 130 Home and Away 
[35378446) 155 The Jerry Springer 
Show (8331250) 340 ITN News Head- 
tees (4993663) 345 HTV News 
(4992934) 530 House to House (750) 
630 HTV News (663) «30 HTV 
News (725507) 130 World Football 
(24660) 230 Ftei: Dr Phibes Rises 
Again! (712847) 335 Trisha (2929199) 
435 rTV Nightscreen (46784064) 530 
Coronation Street (2QS06) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 530 Gar- 
den Calendar (750) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except 1030 This 
Morning (44761224). 1245 Meridian News 
and -Weather (4259866) 1235 Shortland 
Street (9165779) 130 Home and Away 
(35S78446) 135 The Jerry Springer 
Show (8331250) 340 ITN News Haad- 
Enss (4993663) 345 Meridan News and 
Weather (4992934) 530 Home and 
Away (2576) 536 Three Mrutas 
(6868840) 530 Country Ways (750) 
630 Meridan Ttin taht (663) 11 20 
Meridan News and Weather (732040) 


1135 Prisoner Cell Block H (966430) 
130 WOrid FootbaH p4680) 230 Film: 
Dr Phtoes Rises Again! (712847) 335 Tr- 
isha (2929199) 435 ITV Mghtkreen 
(46784064) 530 Fmescreen (20606) 

WE5TCOUNTHY 

As Carlton except: 1030 TK$ 

Morning (44761224) 1245 Wastcountry 
News (4259866) 1237 Small Taft, Big 
telk (7405953) 1235 Wtistoountry 
Lunchtime Uve (4746088) 340 ITN 
News Headlines (4993663) 345 West- 
country News (4992934) 530 Animal 
SOS (750) 630 Westcountry Live 
(663) 1120 westcountry News 
(725507) 130 World Football (24660) 
230 Film: Dr Phtoes Rises Again! 
(712847) 335 Trisha (2929199) 435 
rTV Nightscreen (46784064) 530 Coro- 
nation Street (20808) 

YORK5MRE 

As Carlton except: 1030 This 
Morning (44761224) 1245 Calendar 
News and weather (4259866) 1235 
Home and Away (4746088) 240 Corona- 
tion Street (2156250) 530 Tonight (750) 
630 Calendar (663). TL20 Cale ndar 
News (725507) 430 Jobfinder (57170) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except; 1245 North 
East News and Weather (4259866) 530 
North East TonigW (42446) 1130 North 
East News and Weather (725507) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 930 Ysgo- 
Son/Schoots (28445576) 1230 Right to 
Reply (97213953) 1230 Sesame Street 
(26046798) 130 Planed Plant 
(57085332) 130 Classic British Cars 
(26047069) 230 Tina Team 
(73169885) 330 Retim to the Lost 
Gardens of Hefigan (90306578) 430 
Monte! WiSams (67326595) 530 
Planed Plant (9030X321). 530 Count- 
down (67340175) 630 Newyddon 
(93666408) UO Heno (8 6149371) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (90321B85) 730 Newyd- 
don (67327224) 530 Dudley 
(90307205) 830 Pwy d Pwy 
(90319040) 930 Taro New (68413392) 
930 Sgorio (57467999) 1035 Cutting 
Edge -^2035601) 1135 Access AH Ar- 
eas (92467683) 1235 Access All Areas 
(71577809) 1235 Access All Areas 
(85598809) 135 Access All Areas 
(57649373) 135 Close. 430 
YsgoHon (43288325) 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


TODAYS a very difficult position of 
limited practical value, but with 
enormous potential to baffle and 
amaze: The “Three Fawns Prob- 
lem” or “Szen Position". 




The Szen Position 

Examined by Carrera as early as 
1617, this endgame is so complex 
that 1 know of people wht/ve made 
a substantial amount of money by 
betting on and proving their ability 
to win with eitber colour! 

It was finally solved by the Hun- 
garian Joszef Szen in 1836, and is al- 
most impossible to comprehend in 
terms of variations, but becomes 
surprisingly tractable if viewed in 
terms of key positions. 


t. , ± 


White's ideal queenside formation 


The white long and black pawns 
cancel each other out since the 
pawns can’t move without being cap- 
tured, but equally if the king is to 
move, then the pawns will force their 
way through. 

But White wins, with or without 
the move, owing to his ideal forma- 
tion on the queenside: 

With White to play: 

1 b4Kc7 

or alternatively 1 ...KbT'icSKbS 

3b5 Kb 7 4 b6 

2 a6 Kb6 3 b5 KaT -1 c5 

With Black to play: 

a) 1 ...Kc5 2 b4+ Kc6 3 a6! 

b> 1 ...Kb? 2 c5 Kb8 3 b3! Kb? 4 
b4 KbS 5 b5; 

C) 1 ...Kc7 2 c5 Kb? 3 b4! Kb8 4 
b5 

In the Szen position itself both 
sides strive to set up this ideal 
pawn formation on a5, b2, c4 or, for 
Black, h-L g7. f5. 

If both succeed then it will be a 
draw, since they will both be forced 
to move their kings up and down. 
But White crosses his opponent's in- 
tention by first bringing his king in 
front of the enemy pawns, and 
Black must do likewise. The main 
line goes: 

1 Ke2! h5 2 KfS f5 3 Kg3! Kd7. 

3 ...g5 4 a4 Kd? 5 a5 would lead 
to the key position above. 

4 a4 Kc6 5 c4 Kbtr6 b4 gj 7 35+ 
Ka7 8 c5 h4+ 9 Kh2. 

Now Black can stop the pawns - 
but he will have to commit his king 
before White's: 

a) 9 ...Kb8 10 b5 f4 11 Kg2! This 
is mutual zugzwang - whoever 
moves loses, eg: 11 ...g4 12 Kgl f3 
13 KS2 tiS 14 Kg3 Kb7 15 b6. etc. 

b) 9 ...Kb7 10 b5 f4 1 1 Kgl! wins. 

c> Or he can race. 9.. .to I0c6i3 

11 b5 g4 12 C7 Kh7 13 be E> 14 Kg2 
g3 15 a6+ and wins. 


BRIDGE 

Alan Hiron 


THE PLAY started well for South in 
his contract of 1 no-trumps on this 
deal In the ending, however, he 
found himself in the unusual pos- 
ition (for a declarer) of being the 
victim of a criss-cross squeeze. 

, Playing a Strong Club system. 
South opened One Club. North 
gave the negative response of One 
Diamond; South’s next bid of One 
Heart was a relay, requiring his 
partner to bid One Spade. All very 
baffling but after tbe forced spade 
bid. South’s next move of l no- 
trumps showed a balanced 18-19 
pmnts. It was not difficult for North 
to pass this and West led *6 ithe 
second highest of a bad suit) which 
went to the king and ace. 

South started on the clubs and 
East won the first round to return 
♦ J. Declarer won, and continued 
dubs, and West won and deared 
the spades. Next declarer tried 
0 Q and this was allowed to win. 
Then he cashed his two estab- 
lished dubs on which both defend- 
ers parted with a heart This left 
South with T’K J 4 0 K 9 and he 
exited with v > 4 in the vague hope 
that a seventh trick would come in. 

It did not, for West won with 

io and cashed the long spade, on 


Game all: dealer South 
North 

♦ 732 
<79 7 3 
010 65 2 

♦ 7 6 3 

1 East 


West 
♦ 9654 
S?A10S 
OJ8 3 
♦A 84 


♦ KJ8 
S7Q652 
0 A 74 

♦ K52 


South 
♦AO 10 
<FKJ4 
OK 0 9 
♦Q J 10 9 

which East threw a diamond. 
South was now in trouble; if he 
parted with 09, West would lead a 
diamond to his partner's ace and 
then take the last two tricks; if on 
the other hand he threw a heart. 
West would cash ^?A and then 
East would win the rest 

The five-card ending was rather 
odd - if declarer had led any card 
other than "?■*, a good guess at the 
end would have given him the 
extra trick that he needed for his 
contract 


Concise crossword 


No.3864 Monday 8 March 

nn — i — itt 




across 

I livestock (6) 

4 Monopolised (6) 

7 Ybcal genre (4,5) 

9 Inferior horse (4) 

10 Fix securely (4) 

II Female dog (5) 

13 Steering device (6) 

14 Impede (6) 

15 Prairie-wolf (6) 

17 European country (6) 

19 Ravage (5) 

20 Mow (4) 

22 Arm bone (4) 

23 Cholecystic calculus (9) 

24 Superfluity (6) 

25 Somerset town (6j 


DOWN 

1 Prestige value (6) 

2 Accepted (4) 

3 Cream cake (6) 

4 Hip (6) 

5 Profit (4) 

6 US currency (6) 

7 Rascal (9) 

8 Bell-lower (9) 

11 Place for mooring (5) 

12 Hirsute (5) 

15 Shellfish (6) 

16 Birds (61 

17 Reaming (6) 

18 Glossy coating (6) 

21 Step (4) 

22 Ruin (4) 


Solution to last Saturday's Concise Crossword; 

ACROSS: 1 Fill. 3 Launder* (Philanders) 9 Baicm, 10 Imecer 1 1 Elf. 13 Libertine. 14 
Bustle. 16 Client. IS Flip-flops. 29 Saw. 22 Avarice. 3 Chide, 25 Overtone, 26 FeaL DOWN; 
1 Fable. 2 Lou 4 Akimbo. 5 Natural, 6 Egg- timers, 7 Serpent, S Anil, 12 ft*cjnatc. 14 Buf- 
falo, 15 Leftist, 17 Govern, 19 Sock, 21 whceL 21 Ice. 
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